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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 1776

A letter of the 2d from Major General Putnam, witli

sundry letters and papers enclosed, was laid before Con-
gress, and read:^

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee
on Prisoners . \ J^ 9 '^ 5SG
A letter from the committee of Greenwich, in Cumber-

land county, in New Jersey, dated 3 instant, was laid

before Congress and read, informing that the sloop Betsey

and Ann, Benjamin Tucker, master, from Bermudas, was
arrived there with 1700 bushels of salt, and two puncheons
of Rum, which he is desirous of exchanging for provisions,

which the inhabitants of the islands of Bermudas are in

extreme want of :^ Whereupon,
Resolved, That the said master be allowed to exchange

his cargo for provisions, and to export the same, under

the inspection and direction of the committee of Green-

wich, who are desired to take an oath, or such other secu-

rity as they think proper, of the said master, that he will

carry the same to the islands of Bermudas, and will use

his utmost endeavours to avoid all English men of war
and cutters.

The Congress took into consideration the report from
the committee of the whole: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to con-

sider what is proper to be done with persons giving intel-

ligence to the enemy, or supplying them with provisions

:

The members chosen, Mr. J[ohn] Adams, Mr. [Thomas]
Jefferson, Mr. [Edward] Rutledge, Mr. [James] Wilson,

and Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston.

• This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 11.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 58, folio 211.
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Resolved., That the deputy commissaries general, deputy

quarter masters general, deputy adjutants general, and
deputy muster mastei'S general, make regular returns and

reports to Congress, and to the respective officers to whom
they are deputies, at least once a month, and that the

principals also make returns to Congress at the same
periods.

That the pay master general, and the aeputy pay mas-
ters general, make monthly returns to Congress of their

expenditures, and the state of the military chests in their

several departments

:

Resolved, That the flying camp be under the command
of such continental general officers as the commander in

chief shall direct :

That expresses be established between the several con-

tinental posts

:

Resolved, That the militia, when in service, be regu-

larly paid and victualled in the same manner as the con-

tinental troops

:

Resolved, That a pay master be appointed to each regiment. That

it shall be the duty of the regimental pay masters to keep all the

accounts of their respective regiments, and to observe such rules and
orders as shall be given them in command by the general or com-
mander in chief, and that each of them be allowed for this service

dollars per month.

'

Resolved, That the aids de camp of the commander in

chief rank as lieutenant colonels:

That the aids de camp of major generals rank as majors,

but not to take rank of regimental or brigade majorij.
"

That Robert Hanson Harrison, Esq- have the rank of

lieutenant colonel in the continental army

:

'On the margin is "not agreed to in committee." The paragraph is found in

Charles Thomson's minute on the proceedings in committee of the whole, in the

Papers oj the Continental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 193.

' The last clause is taken from the Thomson minute.
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Resolved, That the assistant quarter masters general be

allowed captain's .pay :^

That the pay of the regimental surgeons be augmented
to thirty three dollars and one third of a dollar a month.

^

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of one member
from each colony, be appointed, to consider of ways and
means of establishing expresses between the several con -

tinental posts

:

The members are, Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett, Mr. S[amuel]
Adams, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott,

Mr. [Francis] Lewis, Mr. W[illiam] Livingston, Mr.
[Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [Cjesar] Rodney, Mr. [John]
Rogers, Mr. [Carter] Braxton, Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, jun. and Mr. [Button] Gwinnett.

The Congress then proceeded to the election of an adju-

tant general and quarter master general, to fill up the

vacancies in those offices ; when the ballots being taken

and examined,

Joseph Reed, Esq' was elected adjutant general; and
Stephen Moylan, Esq' was elected quarter master gen-

eral.

Resolved, That Joseph Reed, Esq' have the pay of 125

dollars a month, and the rank of colonel

:

That Stephen Moylan, Esq' have the pay of 80 dollars

a month, and the rank of colonel.

Resolved, That the election of majors genei'al be post-

poned.

Resolved, That no person shall be appointed to any
place of profit, unless the person to be appointed shall

have a majority of the voices of the colonies represented

at the time of Election.

' In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 177, is a sheet contain-

ing these two paragraphs in the writing of Charles Thomson. An endorsement
" Resolution agreed on by the Committee of the whole Congress, June 3, 1776."
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The Congress then proceeded to the election of two

brigadiers general, when the ballots being taken, the

following gentlemen were elected: viz.

John Whitecombe, Esq^

Hugh Mercer, Esq-

Resolved, That this Congress will to morrow again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole to take into

their farther consideration the report of the Committee

of Conference.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1776

Sundry letters and papers being received, were laid

before Congress and read.

Two letters from Major General Schuyler, of the 31

May and 1st June.

A letter from the commissioners in Canada, of the 27

and 28 May.
Three letters from General Thomas, two to the com-

missioners in Canada, 15 and 20 May, and one to General

Wooster, 27 of the same month

:

Three from Brigadier General Arnold, to the commis-

sioners in Canada, of the 17, 25, and 27 May, enclosing

cartel ||entered into between him and Captain Foster,
||

for exchange ||of prisoners :||

One from Brigadier General Thompson, of the 25 of

May, to the said commissioners.^

' The letters of Schuyler are in the Papers of the Ccmtinental Congress, No. 153, II,

folios 179, 186. That of the commissioners is in No. 166, foho 53. Those of Arnold

are in No. 162, folios 68, 72, 74. A copy of the articles of capitulation is in No. 29,

foUo 251.
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Resolved, That a copy of the letter from the commis-

sioners iu Canada be sent to General Washington

;

Resolved, That Brigadier General Wooster be directed

immediately to repair to Headquarters at New York

:

That the letters just received [and read,] be referred

to a committee of 5

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr.

[George] Wythe, Mr. [Jonathan D.] Sergeant, Mr.

F[rancis Lightfoot] Lee, and Mr. [Button] Gwinnett.

Resolved, That the Standing Committee for Indian

Affairs be directed to devise ways and means for carrying

into effect the resolution of the 3d, empowering the

General to employ in Canada a number of Indians, not

exceeding two thousand.

The committee to whom was referred an extract of a

letter from a gentleman in Bermuda, dated 26 April, and

continued to May 1, to a gentleman in Philadelphia,

brought in their report, which was read, and the same
being taken into consideration,

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Congress took into consideration the speech pre-

pared by the committee to be delivered to the Indians,

which was agreed to:^

Resolved, That the delivery of this speech be deferred

for some days.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due.

To Captain William West, for expences in conducting

money to Williamsburg, horse hire, &c. included, the

sum of £82 5 10=219 40/90 dollars:

To Melchior Meng, for twenty one days hire of his wag-
gon and horses carrying money to Virginia, the sum of

£15 15=42 dollars:

'This report ia printed under June 11, p. 430, post.



422 Journals of Congress

To Benjamin Towne, the sum of £9 17 3=26 27/90 dol-

lars for cartouch boxes, being so much paid him less

than the price contracted for

:

To Robert Porter, for accoutrements for Colonel Hart-

ley's regiment, the sum of £7 6=18 66/90 dollars, and

that the same ought to be paid and charged to the said

regiment

:

To John Kuntz, the sum of £8 10=21 40/90 dollars,

of which sum there is due, for entertaining General Lee's

guard, the sum of £4
ll
= 10 60/90 dollars, || and for

expresses, the sum of £4 10 ||= 10 70/90 dollars :||

To Michael Staddleman, for entertaining Greneral Lee's

guards, the sum of £4 5 9=11 39/90 dollars:

To Benjamin Smith, for board and accommodations for

prisoners at Trenton, the sum of £11 12 10=31 4/90 dol-

lars. This money became due before the regulation of

Congress, for determining the price of their board, took

place

:

That there is due for expences in apprehending Henry
Edwin Stanhope and George Gregory, who broke their

parole and ran away from Northampton, ||iu Connecticut,
||

the sum of £14 5 3, lawful money of Connecticut,=
47 48/90 dollars, and that the same ought to be paid and
charged to the said Stanhope and Gregory

:

Ordered^ That the said accounts be paid to J. Hancock,
Esq^

The Marine Committee having recommended sundry

gentlemen for captains and subaltern officers for the ships

building or built for the continent, the same was taken

into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That Thomas Thompson be appointed cap-

tain of the frigate built in New Hampshire

:

John Hopkins, and Samuel Tomkins, for those build-

ing in Rhode Island

:
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Christopher Miller, for one of those built in New York

:

Nicholas Biddle, John Barry, Thomas Read, Charles

Alexander, for the four ships building in Philadelphia

:

James Nicholson for that building in Maryland.
That the names of the thirteen ships be, the Congress,

Randolph, Hancock, Washington, Trumbull, Raleigh,

Effingham, Montgomery , Warren, Boston, Virginia, Prov-
idence, and Delaware.

Resolved, That Israel Turner be first lieutenant ; Joseph
Doble, second lieutenant; Mark Dennet, third lieutenant,

of Captain Manly 's ship.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to

affix the names to each particular ship, and determine the

vessel which each captain is to take command of :

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered
Hand directedll to consider the propriety of building two
more ships of war, and their size, and report to Congress.

Resolved, That three members be added to the committee
appointed to devise ways and means for raising 10 mil-

lions of dollars, voted the 6th of May

:

ilThe members chosen, || Mr. [Carter] Braxton, Mr.
R[obert R.] Livingston, and Mr. [Matthew] Tilghman.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be instructed

forthwith to fit out two fast sailing vessels and load them
with provisions to be sent immediately to supply the

inhabitants of the islands of Bermudas, and that the com-
mittee of Secret Correspondence be directed to take such
measures as they may think proper by those vessels, to

discover the state of those islands and the disposition of

their inhabitants; and that the Marine Committee be
instructed to take such measures as they may think proper
for purchasing, manning, arming and fitting at the said

islands two sloops of war for the service of the United
Colonies.
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Resolved, That the remaiBder of the report lie on the

table for consideration.

Resolved, That doctor Jonathan Potts be employed as a

physician and surgeon in the Canada department, or at

Lake George, as the general shall direct; but, that this

appointment shall not supersede Dr. Stringer.

Resolved, That an express be sent to Hugh Mercer, Esq^

who was yesterday appointed a brigadier general, with his

commission, and that he be desired immediately to repair

to head quarters, at New York.

A memorial of Jacob Ummensetter was presented to

Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee appointed

to contract for casting cannon.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 1776

The committee to whom was referred the letter from
Eseck Hopkins, commodore of the continental fleet, dated

Providence, May 22d, brought in their report, which,

being taken into consideration, was agi"eed to; Where-
upon,

Resolved,mi?ii Mr. Charles Walker, of New Providence,

ought to be paid the value of the sloop Endeavour,

together with four tons of lignum vitffi, and one hundred
cedar posts, taken by the said commodore, for the use of

the colonies, and the damages the said Walker has sus-

tained by the taking and detention of said vessel, lignum

vitas and posts ; the said Walker giving a full acquittance

for the said vessel, goods and damages.

Resolved, That the governor and Council of the colony

of Connecticut be requested to appoint judicious and in-
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different persons to appraise the vessel and goods aforesaid,

at the time when they were taken into the service of the

colonies, and to estimate the full damages sustained by
the said Mr. Walker, and report it to this Congress forth-

with, that the said Walker may be indemnified by this

Congress.

Resolved, That the said Walker have his election to

receive his vessel again, and the hire of her, and his dam-
ages, or the value of her to be ascertained as aforesaid.'

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on the resolutions of the convention of South
Carolina, respecting the batallions raised in that colony;

and, after some debate,

Resolved, That it be recommitted.

Information being given that complaint is made with
respect to the powder manufactured at Mr. 0[swald]
Eve's mill:

Resolved, That Mr. [Henry] Wisner, Mr. [Robert Treat]

Paine, and Mr. R[obert R.] Livingston be a committee
to enquire into the defect, and take measures to have it

remedied.

Certain resolutions || respecting independency || being
moved and seconded,

Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be,

free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance

to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them
and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.

That it is expedient forthwith to take the most effectual measures
for forming foreign Alliances.

That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the

respective Colonies for their consideration and approbation.

"

'The original of this report, in the writing of John Adams, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 169.

' This resolution, in the writing of Richard Henry Lee, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 23, folio 11. It has the following endorsement in three writ-

ings: "Resolved that it is the Opinion of this Com. that the first Resolution [Benja-
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Resolved., That the consideration of them be referred

till to morrow morning ; and, that the members be enjoined

to attend punctually at 10 o' Clock, in order to take the

same into consideration.

The committee to whom was referred the consideration

of an attempt made to counterfeit the bills of credit, emit-

ted by Congress, brought in their report:

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration of the attempt

made to coiinterfeit the Bills of Credit emitted by Congress, Beg Leave

to report, that it appears to the Committee by sundry affidavits, the

Confessions of the parties charged, and other papers, that Elizabeth

Vandine, the wife of Henry Vandine, of Morris County, in the Prov-

ince of New Jersey, with the Privitj' of her said Husband, has coun-

terfeited several Bills of the Continental Currency, some of which were

passed by the said Vandine, and others of them by his wife, and that

the said Vandine and his wife were, for the said offence, committed to

the goal of the County of Morris by order of the Committee of the

Township of Morris. Whereupon your Committee came to the follow-

ing Resolutions:

That it be recommended to the provincial Convention of the Province

of New Jersey to direct the said Henry Vandine to make satisfaction

to such persons as have been injured by taking the said counterfeit bills.

That the said Henry and Elizabeth remain in Confinement, or be let

out on good Bail for their appearance to abide their trial for the above

offence, as to the said Convention shall seem most proper.

That it be i-ecommendcd to the respective Legislatures of the United

Colonies to pass Acts of Legislation for making the continental Bills

of Credit a lawful tender in all payments, and for the most effectual

preventing the counterfeiting thereof.'

WOrdered, To lie on the table for consideration.
||

min Harrison] be postponed to this day three weelis, and that in the mean time

[Charles Thomson], least any time sh"* be lost in case the Congress agree to this reso-

lution [Robert R. Livingston] , a committee beappointed to prepare a Declaration to the

effect of the said first resolution [Charles Thomson]." The postponement was made
t'j give an opportunity to the Delegates from those Colonies which had not as yet

given authority to adopt this decisive measure, to consult their constituents. The
motion was seconded by John Adams.

' This report, in the writing of William Livingston, is in the Papers of the Continen-

tal Congress, No. 26, folio 7.
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The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 1776

The Congress took into consideration the resolutions

moved yesterday :

Resolved, That they be referred to a committee of the

whole [Congress.] Whereupon,
The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole to take into consideration the resolutions referred

to them ; and, after some time spent thereon, the president

resumed the chair, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported,

that the committee have taken into consideration the mat-

ter to them referred, but not having come to any resolu-

tion thereon, desired leave to sit again on Monday next.

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next, at

10 o'clock, resolve itself into a committee of the whole,

to take into their farther consideration the resolutions

referred to them.

On petition of John Bayard, Joseph Deane, and William
Erskine, ||being presented to Congress, and read,||

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sell

lithe petitioners
1

1 550 lb. of powder, and 400 lb. of swivel

and grape shot, for the use of their privateer Hancock, and
also 750 lb. ||of powder|| before applied for.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1776

Sundry letters and papers were laid before Congress,

and read

;

Two from General Washington, of the 7 and 8, together
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with copies of twenty letters and papers from General

Schuyler and others:^

A letter from the commissioners in Canada, May 17 ; and,

One from Herman Allen.

Resolved, That the said letters and papers be referred to

the committee appointed on the 6th, to consider sundry

letters that day read.

A letter from Stephen Moylan, expressing his grateful

thanks to Congress for appointing him to the office of

quarter master general ; and

Also a letter from the convention of New York of the

7th, ilwere laid before Congress, and read.||-

Resolved, That the pay of the continental troops, in the

middle department, be henceforth the same as that of the

troops in the eastern.

Resolved, That this Congress will to morrow morning
proceed to the appointment of a deputy pay master gen-

eral for the eastern department.

Agreeable to order, the Congress resolved itself into a

committee of the whole, to take into their farther consid-

eration the resolutions to them referred ; and, after some
time spent thereon, the president resumed the chair, and
Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported, that the committee

have had under consideration the resolutions to them
referred, and have come to a resolution, which he read.

The Congress to ok into consideration the report from
the Committee of the whole : Whereupon,

Resolved, That the consideration of the first resolution

be postponed to this day, three weeks [July 1], and in the

mean while, that no time be lost, in case the Congress

agree thereto, that a committee be appointed to prepare a

' The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continent Congress, No. 152,

II, folios 5 and 9. They are printed in Writings of WaMngton (Ford), IV, 113, 115.

'The letter from the convention of New York is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 67, I, folio 364.
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declaration to the effect of the said first resohition, which
is in these words: "That these United Colonies are, and
of right ought to be, free and independent states;

that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British

Crown: and that all political connexion between them
and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally

dissolved."

Resolved, That the committee be discharged.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.^

TUESDAY, JUNE ii, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read.

2 letters, from General Washington, of the 9th and 10th,

Resolved, That the same be referred to the committee

appointed on the 6th.

A letter from H. E. Stanhope, of the 11, and one from
E. Webb, of the 12 May, both dated from Northampton
Gaol; also, one from Mrs. Connolly, [were read:]^

Resolved, That these be referred to the Committee on
Prisoners.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and fifty dol-

lars be paid the Indian interpreter [Thomas Folmer] for

his services, and to defray his expences.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

consider of a compensation to the secretary for his services

:

The members chosen, Mr. J[ohn] Adams, Mr. [Ed-
ward] Rutledge, and Mr. [Joseph] Hewes.

' "Congress never were so much engaged as at this time; business presses on them
exceedingly. We do not rise sometimes till six or seven o'clock." William Whip-
ple to John Langdon, 10 June, 1776.

^ The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

II, folios 17 and 25. They are printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 119,

129. That of Stanhope is m No. 78, XX, folio 33. That of E. E. Webb ia in No. 78,

XXIII, folio 277. That of "Suky" [Susannah] Connolly is in No. 78, V, folio 47.
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Resolved, That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on

the Treasurers, in favour of Carpenter Wharton, for the

use of the Pensylvania batallions, he to be accountable.

The present being provided for the Indians, they were
called in, and the speech agreed to, was delivered as

follows

:

Beothers,

We hope the friendship that is between us and you will be firm,

and continue as long as the sun shall shine, and the waters run; that

we and you may be as one people, and have but one heart, and be

kind to one another like brethren.

Brothers,

The king of Great Britain, hearkening to the evil counsel of some
of his foolish young men, is angry with us, because we will not let

him take away from us our land, and all that we have, and give it to

them, and because we will not do every thing that he bids us;' and

hath hindered his people from bringing goods to us; but, we have

made provision for getting such a quantity of them, that we hope we
shall be able to supply your wants as formerly.

Brothers,

We shall order all our warriors and young men not to hurt you or

any of your kindred, and we hope j'ou will not suffer any of your

young men to join with our enemies, or to do any wrong to us, that

nothing may happen to make any quarrel between us.

Brothers,

We desire you to accept a few necessaries, which we present you
with, as tokens of our good will towards you.^

The presents being delivered, the Indians begged leave

to give a name to the president; the same being granted,

the Onondago chief gave the president the name of

Karanduawn, or the Great Tree, by which name he
informed him the president will be known among the

Six nations.

' In the original report this sentence follows: "he hath taken up the hatchet to

strike us, and given money to a people who are strangers to us, to come from a far

country, and fight against us."

' This report, in the writing of George Wythe, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, folio 351. It was presented and agreed to on June 6.
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(IAfter which the Indians took their leave and with-

drew.ll

Mr. Chn8c, one of the CommisBioncrB being arrived

from Canada brought a letter from General Snllivan,

dated from St. John's, 1st. June was laid before Con-
gi'ess, and read.

Resolved, That Colonel Shee and Colonel Magaw, be

ordered immediately to march with their regiments to

New York.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

lend the committee of safety of Pensylvania, 4 tons of

powder.

Resolved, That letters be immediately sent, by express,

to the several colonies who are to furnish militia for the

defence of New York, acquainting them with the neces-

sity of forwarding the supplies with all possible despatch.

Resolved, That the committee, to prepare the declaration,

consist of five members

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.
J[ohn] Adams, Mr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [Roger]

Sherman, and Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and
digest the form of a confederation to be entered into

between these colonies

:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare a
plan of treaties to be proposed to foreign powers.
Mr. [Samuel] Chase, and Mr. [Charles] Carroll, [of

Carrollton,] two of the commissioners being arrived from
Canada, attended, and give an account of their proceed-

ings, and the state of the army in that country.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 1776

Colonel Roberdeau, in behalf of the owners of the pri-

vateers which have taken some prizes, on board of which
is a quantity of dollars to the amount of 22,000, having

tendered to Congi-ess the moiety belonging to them, in

exchange for continental dollars [bills of credit,]

Resolved^ That their offer be accepted, and that appli-

cation be made to the agent for the men, for the moiety

belonging to them, and that continental money be given

them in lieu thereof.

The Congress proceeded to the election of a deputy pay
master general for the eastern department, and, the ballots

being taken,

Ebenezer Hancock was elected unanimously.

Resolved, That the sum of 150,000 dollars be sent to Mr.

E. Hancock, deputy pay master general, for the use of

the continental troops in the eastern department.

The committee, to whom Colonel Hand's letter, of the

3d of May last, was referred, brought in their report,

which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That it i^ the Opinion of this Committee that dollars

be advanocd to Colo. Hand for purchasing the BiiBcs of such men as

will not re inlist in the Kifflc Kegiment.

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to order

the riffles of such men belonging to the riffle regiments as

will not re -inlist, to be purchased, and that the General

order the payment out of the military chest.^

That the riffle regiment be allowed a drummer and fifer

to each company

:

That 9,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel Hand, to pur-

chase an uniform for the riffle regiment, the said sum to be
stopped from the pay of the said regiment.

-

^ This paragraph, in the writing of John Hancock, was to be substituted for that

struck out.
'' This report, in the writing of Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant [7], is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 21.
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Resolved., That Captain Grier, who is returned from
Virginia with his detachment, and a number of recruits,

be directed to join the batallions on their march to New
York, and that Carpenter Wharton be directed to supply

them with rations.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to Colonel Magaw, for the use of his batallion, the

191 arms sent up by Captain Berry.

The Congress then proceeded to the appointment of the

committees voted.

Resolved, That the committee to prepare and digest the

form of a confederation to be entered into between these

colonies, consist of a member from each colony

:

for New Hampshire Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett

Massachusetts
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The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on a war office: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a committee of Congress be appointed

by the name of "A Board of War and Ordnance," to

consist of five members.'

That a secretary and one or more clerks, be appointed

by Congress, with competent salaries, to assist the said

board in executing the business of their department

:

That it shall be the duty of the said board, to obtain

and keep an alphabetical and accurate register of the

names of all officers of the land forces in the service of the

United Colonies, with their ranks and the dates of their

respective commissions ; and also regular accounts of the

state and disposition of the troops in the respective colo-

nies; for which purpose, the generals and officers com-
manding in the different departments and posts, are to

cause regular returns to be made into the said war office

:

That they shall obtain and keep exact accounts of all

the artillery, arms, ammunition and warlike stores, be-

longing to the United Colonies, and of the manner in

which, and the places where, the same shall, from time

to time, be lodged and employed; and that they shall

have the immediate care of all such artillery, arms, am-
munition, and warlike stores, as shall not be employed in

actual service; for preserving whereof, they shall have
power to hire proper magazines at the public expeuce:
That they shall have the care of forwarding all de-

spatches from Congress to the colonies and armies, and all

monies to be transmitted for the public service by order
of Congress ; and of providing suitable escorts and guards
for the safe conveyance of such despatches and monies,
when it shall appear to them to be necessary

:

' In the original report the committee recommended the name " Board of War,"
and left the number of members blank.
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That they shall superintend the raising, fitting out, and
despatching all such land forces as may be ordered for

the service of the United Colonies

:

That they shall have the care and direction of all pris-

oners of war, agreeable to the orders and regulations of

Congress

:

That they shall keep and preserve, in the said office, in

i-egular order, all original letters and papers, which shall

come into the said office by order of Congress, or other-

wise, and shall also cause all draughts of letters and de-

spatches to be made or transcribed in books to be set apart

for that purpose, and shall cause fair entries, in like

manner, to be made, and registers preserved, of all other

business which shall be transacted in the said office

:

That before the secretary, or any clerk of the war office

shall enter on his office, they shall respectively take and
subscribe the following oath, a certificate whereof shall

be filed in the said office

:

I, A. B. do solemnly swear, that I will not directly or indirectly,

divulge any matter or thing, which shall come to my knowledge, as

(secretary) of the board of war and ordnance, for the United Colonies,

(or clerk of the board of war and ordnance,) established bj" Congress,

without the leave of the said board of war and ordnance, and that I

will faithfully execute my said office, according to the best of my skill

and judgment. So help me God.

That the said board of war be authorized to hire suit-

able apartments, and provide books, paper, and other

necessaries, at the continental expence, for carrying on
the business of the said office.^

The committee to whom the several letters, from the

commissioners in Canada, and Major General Schuyler,

with the papers enclosed therein, were referred, brought

in their report, which was read

:

' This report, in the writing of James Puane, in in the Papers <if the Continental

Congress, No. 27, folio 1.
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The commissioners to Canada also brought in a report

in writing, which was read

:

Resolved, That the said two reports be referred to the

committee of the whole Congress.

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into consideration the several reports to

them referred ; and, after some time spent thereon, the

president resvmied the chair, and Mr. [Benjamin] Har-

rison reported, that the committee have taken into con-

sideration the matters to them referred; but, not hav-

ing had time to go through, desired him to move for

leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the reports referred to them.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.^

THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 1776

A letter from Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, dated 2 o'Clock

this morning, and a letter from the committee of Lewis

-

town, of the 11th, was laid before Congress, ||and read:||^

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

foi'ward one ton of gun powder, and a proportionable

quantity of lead, if to be got, to the committee of safety

of the counties on Delaware, for the use of the militia in

that government

:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assembly of

Pensylvania, immediately to order a batallion of the pro-

vincial rifflemen to march to the assistance of the militia

in Delaware government:

' "Richard Smith, Esquire, one of the Delegates for this Colony, in the Conti-

nental Congress, asking leave to resign his seat there on account of indisposition;
" Ordered, That his resignation be accepted." Journal New Jersey Convention.

'This letter of McKean dated from Newcastle, half past 2 A. M., is in the
PiiperH of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XV, folio 57. That from Lewis Town is

in No. 70, folio 575.
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the assembly, or

committee of safety of Delaware government, to cause all

the disaffected, in their colony, to be disarmed, and the

arms to be disposed of agreeable to a former resolution of

Congress

:

Resolved, That the commanding officer of the riffle bat-

allion of associators in this city, be requested to order a

company of said batallion to escort the powder sent to

Delaware government, until they shall reach the provin-

cial batallion of rifflemen, ordered to march to the assist-

ance of the militia of Delaware government.

A letter from James M'Lene, chairman of the committee
of Shippensburg, enclosing certain resolutions respecting

some powder they have stopped, which was sent by Mr.
[Lewis] Morris to Mr. George Morgan, at Pittsburg, was
laid before Congress and read.^

Resolved, That the president return an answer, and
inform the committee, that the powder was ordered by
Congress to be sent to George Morgan, Esq"^, and request

them to use their endeavours to have the same forwarded,

with all safety and despatch, to said G. Morgan, at

Pittsburg.

A letter of the 11 from the convention of New York
was laid before Congress and read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to the committee
appointed on the 6th.

^

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to stop

the exportation of any salted i)rovisions, which they may
have ordered to be made at New York.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver 100 lb. of powder to the order of the committee
appointed to contract for making cannon.

' This letter, from the committee of Cumberland County, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 69, 1, folio 133.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 67, I, folio 216.
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Resolved, That an order for 600 dollars be drawn on the

treasurers, in favour of Captain James Grier, he to be

accountable for the same, and to render an account thereof

to the pay master general, upon his arrival at New York.

Resolved, That the pay of the secretary of the Board of

War and Ordnance, be at the rate of 800 dollars per

annum.
Congress then proceeded to the election of the com-

mittee to form a Board of war and ordnance, and the

ballots being taken, the following members were chosen:

Mr. J[ohn] Adams, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Ben-

jamin] Harrison, Mr. [James] Wilson, and Mr. E[dward]
Rutledge

:

Richard Peters, Esq. was elected secretary of said board.

The Committee on Qualifications having recommended
Doctor Benjamin Allison as surgeon to the first Pensyl-

vania batalliou now in Canada

;

George Tudor to be captain of the company lately

commanded by Captain Walter Stewart, in the third

Pensylvania batallion

;

Mr. John Duguid, as a first lieutenant in the said third

batallion

;

Mr. Harman Stout, as a second lieutenant in the said

batallion

;

Mr. Andrew Graydon, as an ensign in the said batallion

:

Capt De Lausay (a French Gentleman) has produced to the Com-
mittee credentials of his having been a captain in the French Service,

and comes well recommended. It is submitted to Congress whether
or not they will grant his prayer, in appointing him a Lieutenant
Colonel.'

The Committee would be glad to have a list of Officers, that they
may be proper Judges of their Seniority.

-

' Against this naragrapli has been written " not Considered."
'This report, in tiie writing of [?], is in the Pa^iers of the CoiUinental Congress, No.
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Resolved, That the said report be agreed to, and that

commissions be granted to them accordingly.

The Congress then resolved itself into a committee of

the whole, to take into their farther consideration the

reports to them referred, and after some time spent

thereon, the president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Ben-

jamin] Harrison reported, that the committee have had

under their farther consideration the matters to them
referred, but not having had time to go through the

whole, desired him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the reports to them referred.

The Marine Committee having reported, that complaints

are made against Commodore Hopkins, Captain Saltonstal,

and Captain Whipple, for breach of orders, and other

mal-practices:

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

inform Commodore Hopkins, Captain Saltonstal, and Cap-
tain Whipple, of the complaints lodged against them, and
order them immediately to repair to Philadelphia, to

answer for their conduct.

Resolved, That in case the enemy's men of war attempt

to come up the river [Delaware,] that the Secret Commit-
tee be empowered and directed to deliver such a quantity of

powder as to them shall seem necessary, to the committee
of safety of Pensylvania.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.^

' "John De Hart, p;squire, one of the Delegates in the Continental Congress, ask-

ing leave to resign his seat on account of the situation of his family and affairs;

"Ordered, That his resignation be accepted." Journal New Jersey Convention.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 1776

Resolved, That au order for 1500 dollars be drawn on the

treasurers in favour of George Evans, commissary, for the

use of the continental troops in Delaware government, he

to be accountable.

A letter of the 10, from the committee of safety of

Maryland, was laid before Congress and read; also,

A letter of the 16 of May, from the commissioners in

Canada, recommending Major Dubois to the notice of

Congress for promotion.^

Resolved, That the commanding officer in the barracks

be directed to deliver the prisoner in his custody to the

committee of safety of Pensylvania, who are desired to

treat him agreeable to former resolutions of Congress.

A letter from General Washington, of the 13, enclosing

two letters from General Schuyler, of the 8, with sundry

lettex-s and i)apers, cncloaod ; one from S. Kirkland and

one from the convention of New York, were laid before

Congress and read:-

Resolved, That the same be referred to the standing

committee on Indian affairs, and that they be directed to

sit forthwith.

A letter from W. Livingston, of the 13, enclosing a

letter from Thomas Little, of the 2d, was laid before Con-
gi'ess and read

:

Resolved, That the same be referred to the committee
appointed to enquire into and remedy the complaints of the

powder made at Mr. Eve's mill.

• The letter from the Council of Safety of Maryland is in the Papers of the Continen-

tal Congress, No. 70, folio 29.

*The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Contineiilal Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 29. It is printed in WrUings of Washington (Ford), IV, 139. That of Schuvler
is in No. 153, II, folio 192.
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The committee to whom were referred the letters from
General Washington , of the 9th and 10th, and a letter

from the president of the provincial convention of New
York, with the papers enclosed, brought in their report,

which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That it be recommended to the convention of

the colony of New York, to make effectual provision for

detecting, restraining, and punishing disaffected and dan-

gerous persons in that colony, and to prevent all persons

from having any intercourse or correspondence with the

enemy; and that General Washington afford his aid

therein, when necessary.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of thia Committee that

it be I'ceommcndcd to the Aaacmblioa, Conventions or

Councils or Committcca of Safety in the rcspcetivc Colo

nica, to prohibit and prevent the exportation of salted

Pork, and Beef, and auch other ArticlcH of proviaion aa

may bo wanted for the use of the Army.
Resolved, That when Brigadier General Wooater arrives

at New York he be employed where tlie Commander in

Chief ahall judge hia servicea may be moat uacful.
'

Whereas, it has been represented to this Congress, that

great quantities of salted beef and pork have been pur-

chased for exportation, which, if not restrained, may ren-

der the supplies of the army difficult and uncertain

:

Resolved, therefore. That no salted beef or pork, except

as much as may be necessary for the use of the crew, be

exported from any of the United Colonies, in any vessel,

under any pretence whatever, until the farther order of

this Congress.'^

' This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 36, IV, folio 173.

'' Tliese two paragraplis, in the writing of John Hancock, are endorsed on the back
of the report. The adopted paragraphs were printed in the Pennsylvania Gazelle, 19

June, 1776.
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The committee appointed to consider of a compensation

to tlie secretary, for liis services, brought in their report,

which was agreed to, as follows

:

That the sum of one thousand aixty isix and two thirds

of a dollar two hundred dollars be granted and paid, out

of the public treasury, to Charles Thomson, secretary to

the United Colonies, in consideration of his faithful serv-

ices for one year, ending the 10th day of May last.

The committee to whom General Washington's letter

of the 15, and General Schuyler's of the 8th, were re-

ferred, brought in their report, which was taken into con-

sideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Schuyler and the other com-

missioners for Indian affairs in the northern department

be directed immediately to hold a conference with the Six

Nations; to engage them in oiu- interest upon the best

terms that can be procured, and treat with them on the

principles and in the decisive manner mentioned in his

letter

:

That General Schuyler's preparations for immediately
taking post at Fort Stauwix, and erecting a fortification

there, be approved of; and that General Washington be
instructed to give him directions for carrying that meas-
ure into execution.

That Copies of the Resolutions of Congress upon the Matters afore

mentioned be transmitted to Generals Washington and Schuyler.'

Resolved, That the Committee on Spies be directed to

revise the rules and articles of war, and to make such
additions and alterations as they may judge proper, and
lay the same before Congress for their consideration.

A petition from Mrs. Gardner, was laid before Congress,
and read:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Spies.

' This report, in the writing of James Wilson, is in the Papers uf the Continental Con-
grean. No. 19, VI, folio 215.
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A memorial from the committee of safety of Pensyl-

vania was presented to Congi-ess, and read ; setting forth,

that a committee of the assembly, accompanied by the

general officers lately in town, and a skilful engineer,

have viewed the river Delaware, and the fortifications

and defences erected at the expence of the colony of Pen -

sylvania to oppose and prevent the passage of the enemy's
ships; and that they have judged it necessary, for far-

ther security, that a redoubt should be erected at Billings

-

port, on the New Jersey side, and that a boom should be

there thrown across, or some other obstructions fixed in

the channel ; and praying, as the place for the redoubt is

out of their government, and their colony has expended a

very large sum for the defence of the river, that the Con-
gress would direct these works to be done at the conti-

nental expence;^ Whereupon,
Resolved., That the committee of safety of Pensylvania

be empowered, at the continental expence, to erect the

redoubt, and to fix the boom, or other obstructions, at

the places aforesaid

:

Thomas Bates, blacksmith, proposing to supply the con-

tinental troops with a quantity of camp kettles, of sheet

iron @ one and 1/3 dollar each, provided he can have
credit for five tons of sheet iron

:

Resolved, That Timothy Matlack, Esq' be du'ected to

write to Thomas Mayberry, of Mount holly, the manu-
facturer of sheet iron, to send down to him five tons of

sheet iron, for which he will be paid on the delivery;

and, that T. Matlack be directed to receive said u'on, and
deliver it out, as it may be wanted, to Thomas Bates, and
receive the kettles as fast as made.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
' This memorial is in the minutes of the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania, X, 575.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read, viz.

One from Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean of the 13

;

One from Mr. R[ichard] Peters

:

One from General Washington of the 14, enclosing

copy of a letter from General Schuyler of the 10, and

sundry other papers

:

One from Governor Trumbull, of the 10, with sundry

papers enclosed :

^

One from David Waterbury, of the 6, with sundry ac-

counts enclosed

:

Resolved, That the letter from D. Waterbury, with the

papers enclosed, be referred to the Committee of Claims.

A letter from the committee of safety of Virginia, of

the 5, informing of the arrival of five tons of powTler, on

account of the continent, ||wasread:|| Whereupon,
Resolved, That one half of said continental powder be

left in Virginia, and the other half forwarded to the com-
manding officer in South Carolina.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take

into consideration the state of Georgia, and report thereon

to Congress:

The members chosen, Mr. [Stephen] Hopkins, Mr.
[Benjamin] Harrison, and Mr. S[amu.el] Adams.
The Marine Committee having recommended
Mr. Hector M'Neal to command the frigate Boston, and
Mr. John Brown a lieutenant of the same.

Thomas Grennel to the command of the frigate Mont-
gomery,

Resolved, That the gentlemen recommended be approved,
and that commissions be granted to them accordingly.

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Contimntal Congress, No. 152,

II, folio 33. U is i)rint«d in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 142. That of

Thomas McKean is in No. 78, XV, folio 59. That of Governor Trumbull is in No.

66, I, folio 181. That of Peters is in No. 78, XVIII, folio 66.
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A memorial from the owners of four private ships of

war, fitted and fitting oi;t in Philadelphia, was laid before

Congress, and read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Committe of Claims reported, that there is due.

For expences of sick men belonging to the 6th Pensyl-

vania batallion, the sum of £21 17 6=58 30/90 dollars, and
that the same ought to be paid to Captain Samuel Benezet.

To Hugh Hodge, for sundry necessai'ies for the sick of

the third Pensylvania batallion, the sum of £12 16 3=
34 15/90 dollars:

To Robert Erwin, waggon master for transporting salt

petre from Egg harbour to Cooper's ferry, the sum of

£79 10=210 70/90 dollars:

To Peter Agnew, for repairing arms for the fifth Pen-
sylvania batallion, the sum of £4 5 6=11 36/90 dollars.

That Peter Noble, a soldier belonging to Colonel Hin-
man's batallion, (Captain Watson's company) who was
taken prisoner near Montreal, with Colonel Allen, ought

to have the sum of 40 dollars advanced to him, and his

receipt taken for the same, as part of his pay:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

It being represented to Congress, that a number of ofii-

cers, whose troops left them last winter in Canada, and
who remained and served there during the whole winter,

were returned, and were desirous of being some way
employed and provided for

:

Resolved, That their case be referred to the Committee
of War and Ordnance, who are desired to sit as soon as

conveniently they can, and report thereon to Congress.

Resolved, That the president write to Governor Trum-
buD, desiring, that he will deliver to the agent of the Coun -

cil [committee] of safety of Pennsylvania, the cannon and

trucks ordered by Congress to be taken from thence [New
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London,] and that he be informed, the Congress expect

this i-esohition will be immediately complied with.

Resolved, That the letters from Governor Trumbull,

and from General Washington and General Schuyler, be

referred to the Committee of War and Ordnance.

Resolved, That the report of the committee on General

Washington's letters of the 9th and 10, which was left

unfinished, together with the amendments moved and

seconded, be referred to the committee of the whole Con-

gress.

The Congress then resolved itself into a committee of

the whole, to take into consideration the several reports

referred to them; and, after some time spent thereon, the

president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harri-

son reported, that the committee have had under consid-

eration the several reports to them referred, and have come
to sundry resolutions, which they ordered him to report;

but, not having had time to go through the whole, desu'ed

him to move for leave to sit again.

The report from the committee of the whole being

delivered in.

Resolved, That a committee of three four be appointed

to digest and arrange the several resolutions reported, in

order to be laid before Congress ; and that the committee
of the whole be discharged of the reports, so far as they

relate to the cartel entered into between General Arnold
and Captain Foster ||for an exchange of prisoners, || and
that the same be referred to the committee now to be
appointed

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.
[Carter] Braxton, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, and Mr.
[Arthur] Middleton.

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next,

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into
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their farther consideration the several reports to them
referred.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday next.

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1776

A letter of the 7th of May from Brigadier General

Ai'mstrong, and a letter of the 6 [of June] from the

committee of Albany, were laid before Congress, and
read:^

The Committee of war and ordnance, to whom the

letter of Governor Trumbull of June 10th, was referred,

brought in their report, which was taken into considera-

tion: Whereupon,
Resolved, That it be recommended to the governor and

assembly of Connecticut, to send the two batallions men -

tioned in said letter as raised, one for Boston, and one

with a view to for New York, into Canada forthwith, as

proposed in said letter ; and that a batallion of militia be

sent to Boston, instead of the one intended for that place

:

That blank commissions be sent to Governor Trumbull,

for the officers of the batallion raised with a view to for

New York ; the present exigency requiring this measure,

the same not to be drawn into precedent

:

That 10,500 dollars be paid into the hands of the dele-

gates of Connecticut, to be sent to that colony, to defray

the expence of raising the said regiment

:

That Governor Trumbull be informed, that Congi-ess

are of opinion, that the provision made by the late act of

assembly of Connecticut, for the purpose of engaging one

third of the militia on the sea coast, and one fourth in the

interior part of that colony, for the defence thereof, and
of the neighbouring colonies, will, by no means, answer the

object the Congress had in view by their resolution of the

' Armstrong's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 162, folio 243.

15664—VOL V—06 3
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3d of June; and request, that such steps be taken by

the assembly of that colony, as shall seem to them most

likely to carry into effect the said requisition.

Resolved, That commissions be granted to the officers

appointed by the assembly of Connecticut for the regi-

ment ordered to be raised in that colony, for the service

of the continent.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sell

two tons of gun powder to the convention of New Jersey,

for the use of their militia.

The committee appointed to digest and methodize the

resolutions entered into by the committee of the whole,

having performed that service, brought in their report,

which was taken into consideration: Whereupon,
G. 1.^

—

Resolved, That an experienced general be im-

mediately sent into Canada, with power to appoint a

deputy adjutant general, a deputy quarter master general,

and such other officers as he shall find necessary for the

good of the service, and to fill up vacancies in the army
in Canada, and notify the same to Congress for their

approbation; G. 2. that he also have power to suspend
any officer there, till the pleasure of Congress be known,
he giving his reasons for so doing in the orders of suspen-

sion, and transmitting to Congress, as soon as possible,

the charge against such officer: provided, that this power
of suspending officers and filling up vacancies, shall not

be continued beyond the fii-st day of October next

:

That General Washington be directed to send Major
General Gates into Canada, to take the command of the
forces in that province:^

•These letters and figures are taken from Jefferson's manuscript report, in the
Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 181. I believe that G. refers to

such paragraphs as were suggested by Gates; C. to those of Congress or its commit-
tees; S. to those of Schuyler, and W. to those of Washington.
'This paragraph is not in Jefferson's report.
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G. 3. That no officer suttle or sell to the soldiers, on
penalty of being fined one month's pay, and dismissed

the service with infamy, on conviction before a court

martial

:

G. 4. That the baggage of officers and soldiers be regu-

lated conformably to the rules in the British armies

:

G. 4b. That all sales of arms, ammunition, cloathing,

and accoutrements, made by soldiers, be void

:

G. 5. That no troops employed in Canada be disbanded

there ; that all soldiers in Canada, ordered to be disbanded,

or whose times of inlistment being expired, shall refuse

to re-inlist, shall be sent, under proper officers, to Ticon-

deroga, or such other post on the lakes as the general

shall direct, where they shall be mustered, and the arms,

accoutrements, blankets, and utensils which they may
have belonging to the public, shall be delivered up, and

deposited in the public store :^

G. 6.^

G. 7. That a deputy muster master general be immedi-
ately sent into Canada

:

G. 8. That the local commissaries and quarter masters,

appointed at the different garrisons or posts, shall make
weekly returns to the general of the provisions and stores

in the places at which they may happen to be stationed

:

G. 10.^ That the general to be sent into Canada be

dii-ected to view Point au fer and to order a fortress to be

erected there, if he should think proper.

C. 1. That the general officers, deputy quarter master

general, local commissaries, pay master in Canada, and

' As laid before the Committee of the Whole this paragraph closed as follows:

"after which they shall be disbanded, and permitted to return to their respective

homes."

'This paragraph, relating to the appointment of Dr. Jonathan Potts, is stricken

out of the Jefferson report, having been printed under June 6, p. 424, ante.

' G. 9 is printed on p. 394, ante.
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all other persons there, who have received public monies,

be ordered, without delay, to render and settle their ac-

counts; on which settlement, no general officer shall

receive pay as colonel of a regiment, nor field officer as

captain of a company:^

S. 1. That General Schuyler be directed to make a good

waggon road from Fort Edward to Cheshire's; to clear

Wood creek, and to construct a lock at Skenesborough,

so as to have a continued navigation for batteaus from

Cheshire's into Lake Champlain; to erect a gi-and maga-
zine at Cheshire's and to secure it by a stockaded fort;

to erect a saw mill on Schoon creek; to order skilful

persons to survey and take the level of the waters fall-

ing into Hudson's river near Fort Edward, and those

which fall into Wood creek and interlock with the

former, particularly Jones' run and Half way brook, the

latter of which is said to discharge itself into Wood creek

at Cheshire's; S. 2. that he be directed to have a greater

number of boats and hands kept on Hudson's river, at the

different stations between Albany and Fort Edward, in

order to save the expence of waggonage; S. 3. that he be

empowered to appoint proper officers to superintend the

carriage by land, and transportation by water, of provi-

sions, military stores, and other things into Canada, that

neither waste or delay may arise therein; S. 4. that he
build, with all expedition, as many gallies and armed ves-

sels as, in the opinion of himself and the general officer

to be sent into Canada, shall be sufficient to make us in-

disputably masters of the lakes Champlain and George

;

and that, for this purpose, there be sent to him a master
carpenter acquainted with the construction of the gallies

used on the Delaware, who shall take with him other
carpenters, and models also if requisite; S. 5. and that it

'0. 2, 3 and 4 are printed under June 18, p. 463, post.
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be submitted to General Schuyler, whether a temporary
fortification or entrenched camp, either at Crown point

or opposite Ticonderoga, may be necessary

:

W. 1. That the commissary general be directed to sup-

ply the army in Canada with provisions, and to appoint

proper officers under him to receive and issue the same at

the several posts, taking the directions of the general;

W. 2. that he be empowered to contract with proper per-

sons in Canada for supplying the army there with fresh

provisions; that he be directed to purchase for them a

quantity of Albany peas, and to furnish as much biscuit

as may be necessary; W. 3a. and that his pay be raised

to 150 dollars a month

:

W. 3b. That the quarter master general be directed to

provide and forward such tents, cloathing, and utensils as

are wanted for the army in Canada, subject to the direc-

tion of the commander in chief

:

W. 4. That General Washington be directed to send
into Canada, such small brass or iron field pieces as he
can spare; W. 5. that he be instructed to issue orders

that no certificates be given in future by any but brigadiers,

quarter masters and their deputies, or a field officer on a

march, or officer commanding at a detached post:^

W. 10. Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committoo that

General Wiinltin;^ton be authorii^ed to till np viieiiiieie ij in the iirmv })y

he iihall think proper to supply ijuch vaoaney; h e niiikiuo- a monthly
yefeurn to Congress of such appointments whieh, unless disapprovetl of

by Congress on such return, shall stand contirmed; and that blank

commissions be sent to the (Teiieral for that purpose.
-W. 11. Resolved, that the pay of suoli irf-the soldiers at Now York

as have been enlisted at live dollars per month be raised to six dollars

and two thirds per month.

'The paragraphs W. 6, 7 and 8 are under June 21, p. 472, post. W. 9, relating to

Colonel Burbeck is under May 25, p. 392, antt. W. 12, grants the bounty printed

under June 26, p. 483, -poit.
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W. 13. That letters be written to the conventions of

New Jersey and New York, and to the assembly of

Connecticut, recommending to them to authorize the

commander in chief in the colony of New York, to

call to the assistance of that colony, when necessity shall

require it, such of the militia of those colonies as may
be necessary; and to afford him such other assistance

as the situation of affairs may require; W. 14. and,

that it be further recommended to the convention of New
York, to empower the said commander in chief to impress

carriages and water craft, when necessary for the public

service, and also to remove ships and other vessels in

Hudson's and the East rivers, for the purpose of securing

them from the enemy

:

W. 15. That General Washington be permitted to

employ the Indians whom he may take into the service

of the United Colonies, pursuant to a resolution of Con-
gress of the 25th of May last, in any place where he shall

judge they will be most useful ; and that he be authorized

to offer them a reward of one hundred dollars for every

commissioned officer, and of thirty dollars for every

private soldier of the King's troops that they shall take

prisoners in the Indian country, or on the frontiers of

these colonies.

R. 5. That the companies of rifflemen from Virginia

and Maryland be regimented, and that the regiment be

compleated to the original number of the Pensylvania

batallion:'

R. Ca. That the Pensylvania batallion of rifflemen be

compleated to their original establishment :

R. 6b. That two companies of the forces now in the

Delaware government be ordered to Cape May

:

' From this paragraph to that concerning the inventory of ordnance stores taken

by Captain Manly, is in the Jefferson report, mentioned in note on p. 395, mile.
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R. 7. That the committee, appointed to contract for

cannon, be directed to procure a number of brass or iron

field pieces, to be made or purchased immediately

:

R. 8. That the committee, appointed to provide medi-

cines, be directed to send a proper assortment of medicines

to Canada

:

' ±19258B
R. 9. That Mr. James Mease be directed to purchase and

forward to the quarter master general in New York, as

much cloth for tents as he can procure

:

R. 10. That the committee appointed to provide stock-

ings and shoes for the troops in Canada, be directed to

purchase such other articles as may be wanted for the use

of the soldiers in Canada, and send the same to Albany,

that they may be forwarded to the army in Canada, and
that they be particularly attentive to provide, in time,

a sufficient number of leathern breeches and under waist-

coats, and such other winter cloathiug as may be neces-

sary for them :^

R. 11. That the said committee be directed to forward,

with all expedition, to the quarter master in Canada, such

shoes as are already provided

:

R. 12. That prisoners, taken by continental arms, be not

exchanged by any authority but the Continental Congress

:

R. 13. That all vessels which sailed from the port or

harbour of Boston, whilst the town of Boston was in

possession of the enemy, having on board effects belonging

to the enemies of America, and which have been or may
be seized, be liable, together with the said effects, to con-

fiscation, in the same manner and proportions as have

been heretofore resolved by Congress

:

' In the Jefferson report thia paragraph read: "Resolved, That a proper assortment

of medicines be sent to Canada." Against it Harrison has written " Com^.' already

appointed to provide medicines."

'In the Jefferson report, Harrison has written against this paragraph: "Com'?
to the Com'.* of which Mr. Shearman [Roger Sherman] is Chairman."
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R. 14. That the continental agents in the respective col-

onies, where no courts have been established for the trial

of captures, have power, and be directed, to dispose, at

public sale, of such articles of a perishable nature, as

shall be taken from the enemies of America, and that the

money arising from such sale, be liable to the decree of

such court whenever established

:

That the inventory of the ordnance stores, taken by
Captain Manly, be sent to General Washington, and that

he be requested to appoint a person on the part of the

colonies, to join one on the part of Captain Manly and his

crew, who, having first taken an oath for that purpose, shall

proceed to value the same, and if they cannot agree in

the value, they shall call in a third person to determine

the same; that the report of such persons be returned

to Congress so soon as may be, and the value of the stores

belonging to Captain Manly and his crew, be thereupon

transmitted to them.

Resolved., That it be referred to the delegates of Mary-
laud, Pensylvania, New Jersey, and New York, to devise

the mode of raising the battalion of Germans voted the 25

of May last.

Resolved, That the consideration of the remainder of the

report be postponed till to morrow.
The committee, to whom was referred, the cartel between

Brigadier General Arnold and Captain Foster, for the

exchange of prisoners, and the several papers relating

thereto, brought in their report, which was read

:

The Committee to whom were recommitted the Cartel between

Brigadier General Arnold and Captain Forster, for the exchange of

prisoners, and the several papers relating thereto, have had the same

under their consideration, and agreed to the following report:

Your committee having proceeded to make enquiry into the facts

relating to the agreement entered into at St. Anne's, between Briga-

dier General Arnold and Capt. Forster, find a part of them well
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authenticated, arid others not, yet being apprehensive that silence on

the part of Congress may be construed hy some into a ratification of

the said agreement, they have thought it best to state the same as they

appear at present, with such resolutions as they will justify if found

ti"ue, reserving final decision till the whole trath shall be accurately

enquired into and transmitted to Congress.

Your Committee on the best information they have been able to

obtain, find

That on the 24th day of May last a party of the enemy, consisting

as is said of about 600 men, under the command of Capt. Forster,

attacked a post at the Cedars, held by a garrison of 350 Continental

forces, then under the command of Major Butterfield.

That the said post was secured by a stockade [of wood?] to cover the

garrison from the enemy's musquetry, that there were mounted therein

two feild peices, and that the enemy had no cannon.

That the said garrison had ammunition and provisions sufficient to

have lasted them ten days, that they had reason to expect immediate

a re-inforcement in a few days, which, on a requisition from themselves,

was actually on it's way from Montreal, and moreover were so near the

main body of the army that they could not doubt being joined by
detachments from thence sufiicient to oblige the enemy to retire.

That the enemy for two days kept up only a scattering fire, by which

not a single man of the garrison was killed or wounded; and that on

thc-morning of the third day the garrison surrendered themselves

prisoners of war, having capitulated eeiy for the preservation of their

own baggage from plunder, [and that their persons should not be

delivered into the hands of the savages.]

'

That the enemy broke the capitulation utterly and immediately on

their part, plundering the garrison of their baggage, and even strip-

ping the cloathes from their backs [and Delivering the Prisoners into

the hands of the Savages.]'

That they then proceeded against the reinforcement which was on
it's way, consisting of about 150 men under the command of Major
Sherburne, that Major Sherburne and his party engaged and fought

them with bravery: but being at length surrounded by numbers greatly

superior, and informed that the fort and garrison were already in the

hands of the enemy, they were obliged to surrender themselves pris-

oners of war also: but whether on capitulation or not, your committee
are not informed.

' Words in brackets in the writing of John Hancock.
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That after they had put themselves into the hands of the enemy, the

said enemy murdered two of them, butchering the one with tomahawks

and drowning the other; and left divers others exposed in an island

naked and perishing with cold and famine.

That by this time Brigadier General Arnold, who had been detached

by Major General Thomas to relieve the fort at the Cedars, approached

and was making dispositions to attack the enemy.

ThatCaptn. Forster thereupon sent a flag [Notified]' General Arnold,

notifying that if he attacked him, the prisoners, then 500 in number,

would every man of them be put to death, and proposing at the same

time an exchange of [pr/soners.]

[ Genei'al] Arnold was extremely averse to entering on any agreement

of that kind, and was at length induced to do it by no other motive than

that of saving the prisoners from cruel and inhuman butch death,

threatened in such terms as left no doubt it was to be perpetrated.

That an agreement was thereupon entered into between Brigadier

General Arnold and Captn. Forster, bearing date at St. Anne's on the

27th day of May, whereby the sd. Forster stipulated that he would

deliver up all the said prisoners except 16 some such as were Canadians,

to Genl. Arnold; who agreed on the other part, that so many of equal

rank and condition should be returned to the enemy of those taken by

our arms on former occasions: that the prisoners so stipulated to be

given up to the enemy were not in the possession of General Arnold,

nor under his direction, but were at that time distributed through

various parts of the continent under the orders of this house.

That Capt. Forster in violation of this agreement also detained a

considerable number of the prisoners he had thus stipulated to deliver,

and sent them into the Indian countries for purposes unknown.

Whereupon your Committee have come to the following resolutions:

Resolved^ that it is the opinion of this Committee that plundering the

baggage of the garrison at the Cedars, stripping them of their clothes

[and delivering the Prisoners into the hands of the Savages,] ' was a

breach of the capitulation on the part of the enemj^, for which satis-

faction ought to be demanded.

Resolved,' that the murder of two of the prisoners of war was a gross

and barbarous violation of the laws of nature and nations, for which

satisfaction should be made by the enemy, by delivering into our hands

either Captain Forster, or the individuals concerned in committing the

murder.

' Words in brackets in the writing of John Hancock.
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Resolved, that the agreement entered into at St. Anne's was a mere
sponsion on the part of Brigadr. Genl Arnold, he not being invested

with powers for the absolute disposal of the Continental prisoners in

general; and that therefore it is subject to be ratified or annulled at

the discretion of this house, the sole representative of the United States

of Amcriea [Colonies.]

'

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee that Major Sher-

burne and his party having fought as men should do, so much of the

said sponsion as relates to their exchange should be ratified and con-

firmed by this house; and that an equal number of captives from the

enemy, of the same rank and condition should be restored to them as

stipulated by the said sponsion.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee that [ ] the said

sponsion as relates to the exchange of Major Butterfield [and the] gar-

rison surrendering with him, ought not to be ratified: because we should

redeem none but those who will fight; and because too the said sponsion

excepted the Canadian prisoners, and we will in no case admit a dis-

tinction of countries among men fighting in the same cause.

Resolved, therefore that the said Major Butterfield and garrison

should still be considered as prisoners of war, appertaining to the

enemy, but as by the actual murder of two of the prisoners, and the

threats at St. Anne's to put the others to death, the enemy are found

capable of destroying their captives, the sd prisoners ought not to be

put into their hands, but should be permitted to remain in their own
country: that in the mean time they shall not bear arms, nor otherwise

act against the enemy, but are bound to demean themselves in all

things in the manner of prisoners of war enlarged on their parole, and
to hold themselves subject to be recalled by the enemy, whenever
proper security shall have been given that their lives shall be safe.

Resolved, that previous to the deliverer of the prisoners to be returned

in lieu of Majr. Sherburne and those captivated with him, satisfaction

be required from the enemy for the murder of the two prisoners, by
delivering into our hands Capt. Forster, or the individuals concerned

in perpetrating that horrid act; and likewise restitution for the plun-

der at the Cedars taken contrary to the faith of the capitulation: and
that till such satisfaction and restitution be made, the said prisoners

be not delivered.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee that if the enemy
shall put to death, torture, or otherwise ill-treat any of the hostages in

' Words in brackets in the writing of John Hancock.
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their hands, or of the Canadian or other prisoners captivated by them

in the service of the United Colonies, recourse must be had to retalia-

tion as the sole means of stopping the progress of human butchery,

and that for that purpose punishments of the same kind and degree be

inflicted on an equal number of their subjects taken by us, till they

shall be taught due respect to the violated rights of nations.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee that a copy of this

report be transmitted to the Commander in chief of the Continental

forces in Canada, to be by him sent to the British coHHuandcr in chief

of the Continental forces in Canada to be by him sent to the British

commander there: and that he moreover make further and diligent

\^(nqu!ry\ into the facts therein stated and such others as may \be

obtained upon the] same subject and \_re2Mrt the] same duly authenticated

[with all posjsible despatch [to Congress] for their final decision, and

that in the mean time the prisoners delivered up by the enemy abstain

from bearing arms or otherwise acting against them.'

Ordered., To lie on the table.

The committee on the petition of Colonel Turbutt

Francis reported, that they had met on the business re-

ferred to them; but that the Indians refused to be exam-
ined, or to give any evidence on the matter, which pre-

vented their proceeding, wherefore they desired to be

discharged : Whereupon,
Resolved, That they be discharged.

The Committee on Spies brought in their report, which
was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The committee to whom the letters from William Pal-

frey, Esq^ pay master general, of the 19 of May and 3d of

June llwere referred, || brought in their report, which was
read: Whereupon,

Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee that dollars be sent

to the Deputy Paymaster General in the Eastern Department for the

Pay and other uses of the Troops there.

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 29, folio 229. It differs much from the report as finally adopted by
Congress, July 10, p. .533, post. In the Jefferson Papers are notes of testimony taken

in connection with the affair at the Cedars.
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Resolved, That the said letters, with the weekly returns

enclosed therein, be referred to the superintendents of

the treasury, to be filed in the auditor general's office.'

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.-

TUESDAY, JUNE i8, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read, viz.

A letter from General Washington of the 16, enclosing

A letter from General Ward of the 9th, and Wm. Pal-

frey of the 16th.

3 letters from General Schuyler of the 11 and 12:^

One letter from Brigadier General Sullivan of the 5 and

6, with three papers enclosed ; and
2 from Brigadier General Arnold of the 5 and 6

:

Resolved, That the foregoing letters and papers be

referred to the Board of War and Ordnance.

A letter from William Palfrey, Paymaster General, of

the 16 June, with a weekly return, liwas read :
||

Resolved, That this be referred to the superintendents

of the treasury.

A letter from Joseph Trumbull, commissary general, of

the 17, informing, that he has found it necessary to order

a quantity of flour to be purchased in Philadelphia, and
that to pay for the same, he has drawn on the president

'This report, in the writing of John Adams, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 22, foUo 109.

'' "The Affair of a Confederation of the Colonies is now unanimously agreed on by

all the members of all the Colonies. . . . The affair of voting, whether by Colo-

nies as at present, or otherwise, is not decided, and causes some warm disputes."

Josiah Bartlett to John Langdon, 17 June, 1776.

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 37. A second letter, dated the 17th, was read on the same day, and is in the

same volume, folio 67. It is endorsed "private." Schuyler's letter of the llth is in

No. 153, II, folio 208.
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in favonr of Mr. Matthew Irwin, for 60,000 dollars; and,

as he shall be under the necessity of giving orders for

purchasing pork and flour in Philadelphia, desiring to

know whether he may, from time to time, [continue] to

draw on the president for the payment of those articles.'

Resolved, That the president be directed to pay such bills

as are or may be drawn by Joseph Ti-umbull, Esq^ for the

purpose abovementioned, and that the same, as paid, be

charged to his account.

A letter from the committee of safety of Pensylvania,

requesting the opinion of Congress, whether persons taken

on board merchants' ships and river craft, ought to be ex-

changed for seamen taken from the enemy's ships of warf-

Resolved, That the president inform the committee of

safety that the Congress judge it improper that such an
exchange should take place.

^

Resolved, That Gunning Bedford, Esq' deputy muster
master general, be promoted to the rank of muster master

general, and that he be directed immediately to repau- to

head quarters at New York.

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered and
directed, to nominate and send a deputy muster master

general to Canada.

Resolved, That two members be added to the board for

superintending the treasury.

The ballots beiDg taken, Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, and Mr.
[Thomas] M'Kean were elected.

A memorial from Dr. [John] Morgan, director general

and chief physician of the Hospital, was laid before Con-
gress, and read:^

' This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXII, folio 49.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, I, foUo 141.

'This concerned the exchange of Budden and Draper. See p. 399, ante.

*This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, VI, folio 3.
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Resolved, That it be referred to the committee ap-

pointed to provide medicines.

The committee to whom the report on the resohitions

of the convention of South Carolina, respecting the batal-

lions raised in that colony, were recommitted, brought

in their report, which was taken into consideration:

Whereupon, the Congress came to the following resohi-

tions :

Whereas the Congress, on the 4th day of November
last, resolved, that for the defence of South Carolina,

there be kept up in that colony, at the continental ex-

pence, three batallions of foot; each batallion to consist

of the same number of men and ofl&cers, to be upon the

same pay, and under the same regulations as the conti-

nental army; and, on the 25 day of March last, resolved,

that the convention, or council of safety of South Caro-

lina, be permitted to raise and embody two other batal-

lions, and that they be on the pay, and at the expence of the

continent, as soon as they shall be armed fit for service,

and accordingly mustered ; and whereas the convention

of South Carolina, on the 22d day of February last, or-

dered that their council of safety return the thanks of

that colony to the Continental Congress for their attention

to its security ; that they state the peculiar circumstances

and the heavy expences which have been and will be
incurred by that colony in the measures necessary for

their defence, and that they request the Continental Con-
gress to allow that colony so much money as the expences
of three batallions, upon the continental establishment,

would amount to for one year, and to give continental

rank to the officers of the three regiments raised in June,
and of the regiment of artillery raised in November, from
the dates of their respective commissions, or at least from
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the fourth day of November, when they resolved to allow

that colony three batallions ; and whereas, the delegates

from that colony in Congress, have represented the pe-

culiar circumstances and heavy expences of that colony

;

and that the troops raised in it were inlisted for three

years, upon a different establishment of pay, and under

different articles of war, so as to render it inconvenient

to place them, in all respects, upon the continental estab-

lishment; therefore.

Resolved, That the batallion of artillery, and the two
other batallions of foot, raised in South Carolina, and

kept up in that colony for the defence of the same, be

considered as continental forces, and allowed the same
pay, rations and disbursements as other forces on the

continental establishment

:

That the two batallions, under the command of the Col-

onels Gadsden and Moultrie, be allowed all the advan-

tages of the continental establishment, from the 4th

day of November last, and the regiment of artillery,

from the time when the same was ordered to be raised

by the Provincial Congress or convention of South Caro-

lina :

That the two batallions of rifflemen, raised in and for

the defence of the said colony, be considered as conti-

nental troops from the 25 day of March last, and be enti-

tled to all the advantages of the same :

That all the above mentioned troops be liable to the

articles for the government of the forces in the said

colony

:

That the said forces be continued on the continental

establishment until the expiration of theii' inlistment,

unless they shall be sooner disbanded by Congress

:

That not more than one third of the effective men of

the abovementioned forces be ordered out of the said
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colony, without the express order of Congress or the con-

sent of the president of that colony/

Resolved, That Mr. [Thomas] Heyward, [Jr.] and Mr.
[Lyman] Hall be added to the committee for providing

medicines.

Resolved, That Mr. [John] Rodgers, be appointed a

member of the marine committee.

Resolved, That a commissioner be appointed to settle in

Canada the debts due on certificates, given by officers to

the Canadians for carriages and other services ; and to set-

tle the accounts for such goods, as may have been seized,

through necessity, for the use of the army ; and that the

same as aoon as liquidated - be returned to the Board of

Treasury, to be by them finally confirmed and discharged.

that it be given in instruction to him, to attend particu-

larly to the case of Mr. Bernard ; and that, in settling the

certified debts, he state carefully the names of all those

who have given certificates, the nature of the service, and
the time when performed, and return the whole, when
settled and stated, to the committee of treasury, to be by
them examined and discharged

:

Resolved, That the deputy pay master general be directed to trans-

mit to Congress copies of the particulars before mentioned on the

original certificates, with the report and remarks of the Commissioners
thereon.^

That Thursday next be assigned for electing the said

commissioner.

' "Enclosed are the resolutions of Congress respecting our Provincial forces. We
wish they may be agreeable to your Excellency, to our Assembly, and to the officers

of our Army; if they are not, there is nothing compulsory in them. Congress

would not strictly comply with the request we were ordered to make on this sub-

ject, lest they should establish a precedent which might be injurious to the general

interest of America. We have, therefore, been obliged to vary our application, and
to adopt such resolutions as seemed most likely to give satisfaction to the officers of

our Army." South Carolina Delegates in Congress to President Rutledge, 9 July, 177(>.

'These two paragraphs included C. 2, 3, and 4 of the Jefferson report on p. 4.")0,

ante. The second paragraph was not adopted by Congress.

15664—VOL V—06 4
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Resolved^ That no man in these colonies, charged with

being a tory, or unfriendly to the cause of American lib-

erty, be injured in his person or property, or in any man-
ner whatever disturbed, unless the proceeding against

him be founded on an order of this Congress, or the As-

sembly, convention, council or committee of safety of the

colony, or committee of inspection and observation, of

the district wherein he resides
;
provided, that this resolu-

tion shall not prevent the apprehending any person found

in the commission of some act destructive of American

liberty, or justly suspected of a design to commit such

act, and intending to escape, and bringing such person

before proper authority for examination and trial.

Ordered., To be published.^

Information being given, that some of the officers, who
were prisoners at Lebanon, in the colony of Pensylvania,

have, in violation of the parole by them given and sub-

scribed, made their escape,

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War and

Ordnance to consider what steps are necessary to be taken

on the occasion.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1776

Sundry letters and papers were laid before Congress

and read.

A letter from the convention of New Jersey of the 18th,

enclosing an ordinance for raising 3,300 militia for the

defence of New York, and their proceedings for appre-

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 19 June, 1776.
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bending William Franklin, Esq' late governor of that

colony;^ Whereupon,
Resolved, That it be recommended to the convention of

New Jersey, to proceed on the examination of Mr. Frank-
lin, and if, upon such examination, they shall be of opin-

ion that he should be confined, to report such opinion to

this Congress, and then this Congress will direct the

place of his confinement, they concurring in sentiment

with the convention of New Jersey, that it would be im-

proper to confine him in that colony.

The Board of War and Ordnance, to whom sundry let-

ters and papers were referred, particularly one from Gen-
eral Washington dated the 16, brought in theu" report,

which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the commissions granted by Brigadier

General Sullivan, to sundry officers in Canada, mentioned
in General Washington's letter, be approved and con-

firmed, provided, General Gates and the general officers

in Canada, on consultation, shall think the measure will

conduce to the public service.

That 300,000 dollars be sent to the pay master general

at New York, for the use of the army.
The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To John Jervis, for horse hire, ferriages, &c. the sum
of £12 8 4=33 10/90 dollars:

To John Bruce, the sum of £5 6=13 36/90 dollars,

being the ballance of his bill for tin cartouch boxes

:

To Joseph Fernauer, the sum of £6 7 9=17 3/90 dol-

lars, the ballance of his bill for tin cartouch boxes

:

To Sacheverel Wood, the sum of £70 4 8=187 26/90

dollars, for victualling prisoners confined in gaol by order

of Congress

:

'The proceedings of the convention of New Jersey on William Franklin are in the

Journal of the Convention, June 14-lG. The letter enclosing them is in the same

volume, June 18.
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To George Eeinhart, for hauling powder, arms, and
bullets, the sum of £7 14 0=20 48/90 dollars:

To Thomas Harvey, for cash paid by him for guards of

powder waggons, and also his bills for ferriages, the hire of

a waggon, &e. the sum of £10 4 2=27 20/90 dollars, and
that the same ought to be paid to Samuel Hillegas, Esq^

To Mary Thomas, for nursing and boarding two of

Captain Benezet's men, in the small pox, the sum of

£4 10 0=12 dollars:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

A muster roll of the ninth Virginia batallion, com-
manded by Colonel Fleming, taken the 31 May last, was
laid before Congress: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the said batallion be taken into conti-

nental pay from the said 31 day of May.
Resolved, That one ton of gun powder be sent to the

colonel or commanding officer of said batallion

:

Resolved, That the committee for preparing medicine

chests, be du*ected to send a chest of medicines to the

surgeon of said batallion.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

carry into execution the resolution of the 17th, for send-

ing carpenters to General Schuyler.

A memorial from the mates of the Hospital was laid

before Congi-ess and read:^

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee for pro-

viding medicines.

Whereas it is indispensably necessary for the good of

the service, that the soldiers of the United Colonies should

be well provided with blankets and cloathing; therefore,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies and

conventions of the United Colonies, forthwith to cause a

'This memorial is in the Papers of the CojUinental Congress, No. 41, III, folio 167.
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suit of eloaths, of which the waistcoat and breeches may
be made of deer leather, if to be had on reasonable terms,

a blanket, felt hat, two shirts, two pair of hose, and two
pair of shoes, to be manufactured, or otherwise procured

at reasonable rates, in their respective colonies, for each

soldier of the American Army, inlisted therein for the

present campaign, and that the same be baled, invoiced,

and stored in suitable places, to be delivered to the order

of Congress, or the commander in chief of the American
Army:

Resolved, That sufficient sums of money be granted to

the assemblies and conventions aforesaid, on applying for

the same, to enable them to discharge the demands
arising from the purchase of the articles aforesaid

:

Resolved, That the commander in chief of the American
Atvclj be empowered to draw on the said assemblies and
conventions, for such articles of cloathing aforesaid, as he

shall, from time to time judge necessary, and that the cost

thereof be deducted from the pay of the soldiers who shall

receive the same, by the proper officer for examining and
discharging the accounts and pay rolls of the respective

regiments.

The Marine Committee, to whom the petition of Wil-

liam Adams, surgeon, was referred, brought in their

report, which was taken into consideration:^ Whereupon,
Resolved, That the resignation of William Adams be

accepted.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

'This petition, dated May 28, 1776, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

42, I, foho 11.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1776

A letter of the 17 from Greueral Washington, and a

letter from the President of the convention of New Jersey,

were laid before Congress, and read.^

Resolved, That in order to give time to the several com-
mittees, to prepare for the house the matters referred to

them, it be a standing rule of Congress, that adjourn-

ments from the Friday evening, be always to Monday
morning, unless on any particular occasion, the Congress

shall order otherwise.

A petition from Carpenter Wharton was presented to

Congress and read

:

Resolved., That it be referred to the Board of War and
Ordnance.

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on the cartel made between Brigadier General

Arnold and Captain Foster, ||for exchange of prisoners ;||

and, after some debate, the farther consideration thereof

was postponed till to Morrow.
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

draw up rules and regulations for the conduct of Congress

lithe house during debates:
||

The members chosen, Mr. [Edward] Rutledge, Mr.

[Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due.

To Captain William Richards, for the detention of his

shallop twenty days on the public service, the sum of

£15=40 dollars:

To Robert Erwin, waggon master, the sum of £77 15 0=
207 30/90 dollars, for waggonage

:

To David Williamson, for waggon hire, carrying Cap-

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 63. That from the convention of New Jersey is in No. 68, folio 151.
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tain James Grier's baggage from Fredericksburg to New
York, and returning home, the sum of £55 2 6=147
dollars

:

To Abraham Mills, for nursing and boarding six sol-

diers in the small pox, the sum of £12 14 8=33 86/90

dollars

:

To Samuel Cooper, for ferriage and storage, the sum of

£9 16 0=26 12/90 dollars:

To Leonard Stoneburner, for one team hauling Captain

Williams's company's baggage 18 miles beyond Goshen,

and two teams hauling Captain Jones's [company] 's bag-

gage to Albany, the sum of £155 9 6=414 54/90 dollars:

On two certificates produced by Henry Wisner, Esq^

the sum of £4 6 3||= 11 45/90 dollars, || expences of the

first Pensylvania batallion, at Goshen, and that the same
ought to be paid to Henry Wisner, Esq' and charged to

J. Shallus, quarter master of said batallion

:

Ordered., That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to con-

sider what provision ought to be made for such as are

wounded or disabled in the land or sea service, and re-

port a plan for that purpose

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, Mr.
F[rancis Lightfoot] Lee, Mr. [Lyman] Hall, Mr.
[William] Ellery, and Mr. [Francis] Lewis.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.^

• The following minute is printed in the Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, X, 611:

"In Congkess, June SO, 1776.

"Robert Morris, one of the Delegates from the Province of Pennsylva'a, reminded

the Congress that the Assembly of said Province had Adjourned on the 14th inst.,

without having been able to Carry into Execution the Resolves of Congress of the

3rd Inst., for Raising 6,000 Militia for establishing a flying Camp; and then informed

the Congress that their said Resolve, not being directed in Terms to the Committee
of Safety, but address'd to the Colony, the said Committee were in doubt whether it
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FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 1776

Resolved, That General Washington he directed to per-

mit Brigadier General Wooster to return to his family in

Connecticut.

Resolved, That the commanding officer of the Delaware

batallion, be directed to send a proper guai'd, with the

powder ordered to || Colonel Fleming's regiment, on|| the

Eastern Shore of Virginia.

Resolved, That an order for 300,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of the Delegates of South Caro-

lina, for the use of the continental batallions ordered to

be raiacd in that colony ; the said delegates to be account-

able :

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Rowland Swan, a captain of his Britannic majesty's

7th regiment of foot, the sum of 36 dollars, for eighteen

weeks' allowance, and 12 dollars for bringing his baggage

from New York to Philadelphia, together with the bag-

would be expected from them to execute said Resolve, as they are in Recess of

Assembly the Executive Body of this Province; He Also alledged that if the Con-

gress expected the Committee to proceed in this Business it would be necessary or

adviseable that they should recommend it expressly to them, for under the present

Circumstances of the Province, he much doubted if they would be obeyed unless so

authorized, and added that, if the Congress did not see proper to take further order

in this matter, he hoped the Committee of Safety would always be held blameless,

as they now gave Congress this necessary information for the express purpose of

having an Explicit declaration, if they were expected to act in this important busi-

ness, which they were ready to undertake if so desired. This application was made

by Mr. INIorris as declared, By order of the Committee of Safety, and after a debate

of Considerable length, and two Motions made and seconded, one was withdrawn,

the other determined in the Negative. In Consequence whereof, I have made this

Memorandum immediately on the spot, to appear when it may be necessary, and to

prevent blame being east where it is not naerited.

" Signed, Rob't Morkis.

" The above is a true state of Facts.

Edward Rutledge, \Delegaiesi in Congress."

T. Hope. [Sto.ne] J
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gage of Capt. Dundee, and three privates of the said

regiment

:

To Joseph Haight, for supplying the prisoners at Bur-

lington with provisions to the 4 June instant, the sum of

£89 5 0=238 dollars.

To Andrew M'Nair, the sum of £45 1 11=120 23/90

dollars for provisions, &c. for the 24 Indians, while at

the state house, which was 20 days

:

To Michael Clarke, for liquor for the above Indians,

the sum of £10 8=27 66/90 dollars:

Ordered.! That the said accounts be paid.

A letter of the 21, from the convention of New Jer-

sey, was laid before Congress and read, together with

sundry letters from the prisoners there ||in Burlington.
||

Resolved., That the pay of the commissioner to be sent"

into Canada be four dollars per day.

The Board of War and Ordnance, ||to whom was
referred the case of the officers who served last winter in

Canada,
II
brought in a report, which was taken into con-

sideration : Whereupon,
Resolved., That the convention of New York be requested

to set on foot the raising another regiment on continental

establishment, to serve for three years, or during the war,

unless sooner discharged by Congress; and that in form-

ing said regiment, they commission such officers as served

the last campaign in Canada, and have not been yet pro -

vided for

:

That the said officers be informed that the commissions

to be granted them, be on condition that they raise their

companies to their full complement, or nearly thereto,

and that their commissions be withheld from them imtil

the said condition be complied with

:

That it be recommended to the said convention to make
suitable provision for Major Dubois, with whose good
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conduct Congress are well satisfied, and that they return

his [name,] with the names of the other field officers, for

the approbation of Congress.

That a commission of lieutenant colonel be given to

Major John Vischer, in Colonel John Nicholson's regi-

ment, in the New York forces.^

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the

report from the committee of the whole : Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Washington be directed to order

an enquiry to be made into the causca of the mi iacarriagoa

in Canada conduct of the officers heretofore employed in

the Canada department ; that the said enquiry be made
at such times and places as, in his judgment, shall be

most likely to do justice, as well to the public as to the

individuals; and that the result of the said enquiry,

together with the testimonies upon the subject, be

transmitted to Congress: that, moreover, all officers

accused of cowardice, plundering, embezzlement of public

monies, and other misdemeanors, be immediately brought

to trial: And whereas. Congress is informed that an

opinion has prevailed that officers resigning theu' com-
missions are not subject to trial by a court martial for

offences committed previous to such resignation, whereby
some have evaded the punishments to which they were

liable, it is hereby declared that such opinion is not just.''

' George Clinton thought this regiment would not have been ordered, " were it not

with a view of providing for those officers who have much merit, from reen-

gaging in the service of their country last fall, after the surrender of Montreal, and

continuing through a most fatiguing and dangerous campaign in Canada during the

winter." As to the recommendation of Major Dubois he said: "The Congress hav-

ing heretofore left the appointment or recommendation of the officers of new levies

with the Provincial Congress, in which the same are raised, and being therefore

loath now to break through this rule, is (I am informed,) the only reason why frhe

officers to this regiment are not appointed here." To John McKesson, 25 June, 1776.

In Journal of the Proceedings of the New y'ork Promncial Congress. See note under

June 26, p. 481, post.

' This paragraph includes W. 6, 7, and 8 of the Jefferson report, p. 451, ante.
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The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjom-ned to 9 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, JUNE 24, 1776

Two Letters from General Washington, of the 20 and

21, with sundry papers enclosed, were laid before Con-
gress and read :

^ Whei-eupon,

Resolved, That a letter be written to the General,

desiring him to put a stop to the raising the companies of

Mohickan and Stockbridge Indians, mentioned in one of

the enclosed papers ; and that a like letter be written to

Governor Trumbull.

That the letters, with the enclosed papers, be referred

to the Board of War and Ordnance.

A letter, from the convention of New Jersey, dated 21,

with sundry papers, containing the questions proposed to

Mr. William Franklin, his behavior ||on the occasion,
||

and the resolution of the Convention, " declaring him a

virulent enemy to this country, and a person that may
prove dangerous, and that the said William Franklin be

confined in such place and manner as the Continental

Congress shall direct;" Whereupon,
Resolved, That William Franklin be sent under guard

to Governor Trumbull, who is desired to take his parole

;

and, if Mr. Franklin refuses to give his parole, that Gov-
ernor Trumbull be desired to treat him agreeable to the

resolutions of Congress respecting prisoners.

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be directed to advance to

Captain Matthew Smith, of the riffle batallion, 1,040 dol-

lars, for the purpose of recruiting his company; the said

Captain Smith to be accountable.

• These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folios 75 and
79. That of the 20th is printed in Writingn of Washington (Ford), IV, 164.
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Resolved^ That Mr. Mease, and the Committee of Claims,

be directed to forward to the pay master general, an

account of the monies advanced and ordered to be charged

to the riffle batallion, or the respective riffle companies, in

order that the same may be deducted, and stopped from

their pay.

Information being given to Congress that a quantity of

tents, which were sent from Philadelphia for the use of

the colony of Massachusetts bay, have been stopt at New
York, by the order of the quarter master general:

Resolved^ That the president write to the General on this

subject, and desire him to order the said tents to be re-

delivered, and forwarded to the colony of Massachusetts

bay immediately.

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of a member from

each colony, be appointed to enquire into the cause of the

miscarriages in Canada:^

That the said committee have power to send for persons

and papers

:

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Whipple, Mr.

[Robert Treat] Paine, Mr. [Stephen] Hopkins, Mr.

[Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Greorge] Clinton, Mr. [James]

Wilson, Mr. [William] Paca, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson,

Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, and Mr.

[Lyman] Hall.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

' In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, IV, folio 171, is a paper in the

writing of Charles Thomson, as follows: "That the Board of War and Ordnance be

directed to inquire into the causes of the miscarriage in Canada and into the conduct

of such officers as may have been accessory thereto, and report the same with the

charges to Congress, together with their sentiments thereon." This, with several

motions, was referred to the Committee of the Whole. In the same volume, folio

177, is a motion in the writing of James Wilson, as follows: " Eesolred, That a com-

mittee be appointed to enquire into the causes of the miscarriages that have hap-

pened in Canada.
" Resolved, That this Committee be empowered to send for such Persons and Papers

as may tend to throw Light upon the Subject before mentioned."
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To Gunning Bedford, the sum of £75 15 0=202 dollars,

of which sum £38 15 || =103 dollars and 30/90ths,|| is for

his pay and subsistence for two months ; and the remainder

for a horse for the continental service

:

Ordered., That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved^ That the report on the cartel for exchange of

prisoners, entered into between Brigadier General Arnold

and Captain Foster, be recommitted.

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

Committee on Spies; Whereupon,
Resolved, That all persons abiding within any of the

United Colonies, and deriving protection from the laws of

the same, owe allegiance to the said laws, and are mem-
bers of such colony; and that all persons passing through,

visiting, or make a temporary stay in any of the said col-

onies, being entitled to the protection of the laws during

the time of such passage, visitation or temporary stay,

owe, dui'ing the same time, allegiance thereto:

That all persons, members of, or owing allegiance to

any of the United Colonies, as before described, who shall

levy war against any of the said colonies within the same,

or be adherent to the king of Great Britain, or others the

enemies of the said colonies, or any of them, within the

same, giving to him or them aid and comfort, are guilty

of treason against such colony

:

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the sev-

eral United Colonies, to pass laws for punishing, in such

manner as to them shall seem fit, such persons before

described, as shall be proveably attainted of open deed, by
people of theii' condition, of any of the treasons before

described.

That it be recommended to the several legislatures of

the United Colonies, to pass laws for punishing, in such

manner as they shall think fit, persons who shall counter-
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feit, or aid or abet in counterfeiting, the continental bills

of credit, or who shall pass any such bill in payment,

knowing the same to be counterfeit.

Resolved, That the remainder of said report be recom-

mitted.

The committee, appointed to considerwhat harbours are

proper to be fortified, brought in their report, which was
read.

The Committee appointed to consider what Harbours are proper to

be fortitied, have attended that Service, and come to the following

Resolutions, viz:

Jiesolved, as the opinion of this Committee, that the Harbour of Cape
Ann, in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, ought to be fortified, and

to this End that Twenty Pieces of large Cannon, with Ten Eighteen

Pounders and Ten Twenty four Pounders, be procured at the Conti-

nental Expence and sent to that Place, and that the Commanding
officer in the Eastern Department be directed to order an Engineer to

dispose of said Cannon to the best Advantage for the Defence of that

Harbour, and also to order a sufficient Number of Troops there to do

the necessary Work.
Rewlved, That Twenty two Pieces of heavy Cannon, Eighteen and

Twenty four Pounders, be furnished at the Expence of the Continent

for the Fortification of the Harbour of New London, and that Gov-

ernor Trumbull be impowered to raise three Companies of Troops on

the Continental. Establishment of Pay, Rations, and Disbursements, to

be stationed at New London to Garrison the Forts there and defend

the Harbour.

Reaolved^ that the Marine Committee be impowered and instructed,

to build, Man and equip two large Row Gallies for the Defence of

little Egg Harbour, so called, in the Colony of New Jersey.'

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the said committee be empowered to

draw on the Treasurers, for a sum of money sufficient

to defray the expences of surveying and examining the

ports.

' This report, in the writing of John Adams, is in the Papers of the Continental

Cciiyress, No. 28, folio 193. A report upon New York is printed later.
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A petition from Antoine Felix Wiebert was presented

to Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That the same, together with the papers

accompanying it, be referred to the Board of War ||and

Ordnance.
II

The Board of War and Ordnance, to whom was referred

a petition from Carpenter Wharton, brought in their re-

port, which was read :

Ordered, To lie on the table : and that the president

write to General Washington, and request him to inform

Congress of the cost of a ration as furnished by the com-
missary general.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,^

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1776

A letter from Oeneral Washington, of the 23, with sun-

dry letters from Major General Schuyler, Brigadier Gen-
eral Sullivan, Brigadier General Arnold, and others, were
laid before Congi-ess, and read:'

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of

War and Ordnance ; who are directed to sit immediately,

and report thereon as soon as possible.

A memorial from Captain Stephen Rowe Bradley was
presented to Congress and read, together with sundry
accounts

:

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of

Treasury.

' A memorial of Captain Elisha Painter was read this day. It is in the Papers

of the. Continental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 121. Also a petition from William

Goddard, which was referred to the Board of War. It is in No. 42, III, folio 178,

and bears an endorsement by Richard Peters: "24 P. M. Read before the Board of

War and referred to farther consideration."

^ The letter of Washington, with enclosures, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 152, II, folio 89. It is prmted in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 169.
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The Marine Committee having recommended Captain

Samuel Nichols, to be advanced to major of marines ; An-
drew Porter, Joseph Hardy, Samuel Shaw, Benjamin
Deane, and Robert Mullin, to be captains of marines;

Daniel Henderson, David Love, Franklin Reed, and
Peregrine Brown, to be first lieutenants of marines; James
M'Clure, William Gilmore, Abel Morgan, and Hugh Mont-
gomery, to be second lieutenants of marines ; John Stew-

art to be captain ; Thomas Powual, first lieutenant, and
Richard Harrison, second lieutenant, of marines, for the

frigate building in Maryland

:

John Langdon, Esq!" as agent of prizes for the Colony

of New Hampshire

:

Eesolved, That the gentlemen recommended be ap-

proved, and that commissions be granted to them accord-

ingly.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sell

to John Maxwell Nesbit & Co. 125 lb. of powder, for the

use of the privateer fitting out by them.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to contract for

making musquets, be directed to consider on a bounty, or

other means, for encouraging the making of musquets.

Adjourned to 4 o'Clock.

EODEM DIE, P. M.

A Declaration of the deputies of Pensylvania, met in

provincial conference, was presented to Congress, and
read ; expressing their willingness to concur in a vote of

Congress, declaring the United Colonies Free and Inde -

pendent States.

The Board of War and Ordnance, to whom the several

letters received this morning were referred, brought in

their report, which was taken into consideration ; Where-
upon,
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Resolved, That the number of men destined for the

northern department, be augmented to 4 thousand

:

That a colonel's commission be immediately issued to

Major Dubois, with instructions forthwith to raise a regi-

ment to serve for three years, or during the war, and that

the corps of officers be composed of such as have served

with credit in Canada; no officer to receive his commis-
sion until his company be raised and armed ; the arms of

the peojile inlisting themselves, to be valued by the com-
mittees of the counties, where the companies are raised,

and paid for by the continent, on their being mustered

:

That it be earnestly recommended to the colony of New
Hampshire, to send immediately one regiment of their

militia; to Massachusetts bay, [to send] two regiments

of their militia ; to Connecticut, [to send] one regiment

of their militia to augment the troops destined for the

northern department

:

That letters be sent to the several assemblies of the

colonies, from whence the several regim.ents of militia

are and have been requested, earnestly pressing them to

be expeditious in raising and equipping then- troops, and
requesting the several assemblies to take upon themselves

the care of providing the said troops with cloaths, tents,

and all necessary camp equipage, and assuring them that

the United Colonies will be answerable for the expence

of the same

:

That a regimental pay master, who is not to be an officer

of the army, be appointed by the said colonies to each of

the said batallions, who shall keep all the accounts of his

respective batallion, and to whom particular returns shall

be made of the expence of cloathing the said batallion, in

order that the same may be deducted out of the pay of

the soldiers, for whom the articles shall have been pro-

vided.

15664r-V0L T—06 5
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Rcaolvcd, That a committee Ijo appointed immGdiatcly

to repair to New York and oonfer with General Waahiug -

ton and the other general a there, with power to agree

upon and take the proper steps for carrying into esecution

such further mcaaureo as on consideration of all circum -

stancca shall be judged most adviseablc in the present

situation of affairs in Canada and the neighbourhood of

the lakes.

on reconsideration next day ordered to be expunged/

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 1776

A letter from General Washington, of the 21 and,

A letter from Brigadier General Wooster, of the 26

were presented to Congi-ess, and read:'^

Ordered, That the letter from Brigadier General Wooster

be referred to the committee appointed to enquire into the

causes of the miscarriages in Canada.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That Mons' Antoine Felix Weibert, who

applies to be employed as an engineer in the continental

service, be recommended to General Washington as a

person who appears to be qualified to act in that capacity

;

but, as he asks no more at present than to be placed in a

situation, in which he may be enabled to evidence his

abilities, the General be desired to employ him in such

' This entry is written on the margin of the page.

' This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 85. It

is endorsed: "Read 26th, 27th. Read before Board of War and referred for farther

consideration." The letter introduced the Chevalier de Kermorvan and M. de Ver-

monet. The letter of Wooster, dated June 26, is in No. 161, folio 313.
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way, as he shall judge will best conduce to the good of

the service, and answer Mons. Weibert's request.

Resolved., That beating warrantia bo forthwith made out

to the following gentlemen be appointed officers of the

batallion to be raised under Colonel Lewis Dubois ; their

commissions to be given them as soon as their complement
of men shall be raised

:

Jacobus S. Bruyn, lieutenant colonel ; William Goforth,

major; David Dubois, 1 captain, Elias Van Banschoten,

2d, Thomas De Witt, 3d, do., Isaac Wool, 4th do., PhiHp
D. B. Bevier, 5th do., Richard Piatt, 6th do., Albert Pawl-
ing, 7th do., and Cornelius T. Jansen, 8th do.; James
Gregg, Aaron Austin, Jonathan Piercy, Evans Wherry,
Garret Van Wagenan, Henry Vandenburg, Nathaniel

Conklin, and Henry Dodge, as first lieutenants; Daniel

Gano, as second lieutenant in the first company; John
Coates, surgeon ; and Henry Dubois, adjutant.

Resolved., That the president write to the convention

of New York, and explain to them, the reasons that

induced the Congress to enter into the foregoing resolu-

tions ; and to request the said convention to appoint the

other officers of said batallion, and to use their best

endeavours in equipping and forwarding the said batallion

as soon as possible.'

' This action was reluctantly acquiesced in by the New York delegates in the

Congress. In their letter to the New York Provincial Congress they thus explained

the necessity:

"On receiving the late intelligence from Canada, respecting the repulse of the

detachment of our army commanded by Gen. Thompson at Three Rivers, &c. the

despatches containing this account, with the state of our army in Canada, were
referred to the board of war, who, the same day, reported the necessity of reinforc-

ing our army there with four regiments, &c; that to be raised in our Colony to be

one; to expedite the raising of which, an arrangement of the officers was also reported

and agreed to by Congress. We objected to this measure, and thought it our duty
to withhold our assent, not only because it was, as we conceived, introducing a new
precedent which might give offence, but might interfere with appointments which
you might probably have made for the same regiment, in consequence of the former
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Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered
to purchase the armed brig Catharine, with her gims,

tackle, apparel and furniture, as she now lies in Con-

necticut.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Dr. Bond, the sum of £3 10=9 30/90 dollars for

.medicines and attendance for three Indians

:

To Benjamin Armitage, for boarding and lodging

Thomas Folmer, the Indian interpreter, twenty days, the

sum of £4 12 1=12 25/90 dollars.

To Eichard Cheneys, the sum of £1 16 10=4 82/90 dol-

lars for victualling General Lee's guards, and that the

same ought to be paid to John Morton, Esq'

To Anthony Welte, for provisions supplied Captain

Nelson's company, the sum of £6 16 6=18 18/90 dollars.

To Aaron Phips, the sum of £2 16 2=7 44/90 dollars

for sundry expences of General Lee's guards:

To John Osborne, the sum of £3 0=8 dollars; of

which sum 6 dollars is for three weeks boarding and

resolves. The pressing occasion and necessity of despatch were urged to support the

measure; and it was alleged that as these appointments were made of particular

persons who had merited it by former service, it interfered with no former rule; and

even should the appointments be continued to the Provincial Congress, it would in

this case only create unnecessary delay, as the same peraons must be appointed by

them to answer the design and meaning of this Congress expressed in their former

resolve. We were persuaded, nay we are morally certain, considering the busy

season of the year, which will enhance the wages of labourers, and the numbers of

militia now in the service, that this regiment cannot possibly be raised in time to

answer the end for which it is more particularly designed; and should our affairs in

Canada grow worse, as we have reason to apprehend from present appearances, we
feared lest delay, though unavoidable, and every misfortune which may befal our

army in Canada, for want of a proper reinforcement, might by some be imputed to

our Colony, notwithstanding your earnest exertions to carry in execution tliis

impracticable and, as we conceive, ineffectual measure. We judged it, therefore,

most prudent only to mention our reasons for withholding our assent, without mak-
ing a more pointed and strenuous opposition to the measure, thereby leaving the

Colony in such a situation as not to incur any blame on this occasion." The letter

was dated June 27, and was signed by George Clinton, Francis Lewis, William Floyd,

Henry Wisner and John Alsop. Journal of the Proceedings of the New York Provincial

Congress.
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lodging a sick soldier, and two dollars for a coffin for one

of Captain Vanzant's men

:

To George Hawes, for waggon hii'e, &c. carrying money
to Cambridge at the time Mr. Franks went, the sum of

£26 8 4=70 40/90 dollars,

To Messrs. Hanson, Donaldson, and Franks, for carry-

ing money to the camp in March last, the sum of

£89 7 4=238 28/90 dollars:

To Isaac Sorrel, the sum of £10 2 1=26 85/90 dollars;

of which sum £4 9||=10 69/90 dollars || isfortheexpences

of the prisoners that were brought from North Carolina

and the guard ; the remainder is for the expences of the

guard that went with the powder, &c. to Colonel Miles,

at Marcus hook.

To Mr. Henry Haller the sum of £242.1.4=645 46/90

Dollars, of which sum Captain John Nelson is to be

charged

for two riffles £%. 0. 0= 24

expences of his company at Reading £4.17.5= 12|f
expences of the prisoners from St. Johns &c at

ditto to the 8 June £201. 18. 11= 588|J
Mr. Haller's pay from 30 March to 7 June inclu-

sive, 70 days, at 7/6 as commissary £26. 5. 0= 70

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, That a bounty of ten dollars be given to every

non-commissioned officer and soldier, who will inlist to

serve for the term of three years.^

Resolved, That the resolutions passed yesterday, be

enclosed to General Washington, and that he be desired

to afford such assistance to the northern or Canada
department, as he shall be enabled to do consistently with

the safety of New York; and, from time to time, to give

such directions as he may think expedient for the public

service.

'Thia was W. 12. in the Jefferson report, printed under June 17, p. 451, ante.
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A paragraph of a Letter from General Washington to

one of the members, being laid before Congress, and read

:

Resolved^ That the same be referred to the Board of

War and Ordnance.

Besolved, That the Secret Committee be du'ected to

supply the Marine Committee with one ton of powder, for

the use of the vessel which they were this morning
empowered to purchase.

Resolved, That Michael Hillegas, Esq' be empowered
and directed to pay such sums of money as are or may be

due to the several signers of continental bills of credit,

for then- services, agreeable to the resolve of Congress for

that purpose.

The committee to whom ||was referred || the petition of

William Whiting, a soldier who was wounded in the con-

tinental army at Quebec, brought in their report, ||which

was read:
II
Whereupon,

Resolved, That the sum of twenty dollars be paid out of

the public treasury to William Whiting, to enable him to

return to his family at Norfolk, in Connecticut.

The committee on the treasury, to whom were referred

the petition and accounts of Stephen Row Bradley,

brought in their report: Whereupon,
Resolved, That there be paid to Stephen Row Bradley

the sum of 6914 dollars, for the service of himself and

his company, from the 15 day of January to the 25th of

February, dui-ing which time they were employed in the

service of the continent.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 1776

A letter from Governor Trumbull, of the 17th, and
A petition from Colonel John Brown,
A petition from William Holton, were read:

Resolved, That the petition of Colonel Brown be re-

ferred to the Committee appointed to enquu-e into the

causes of the miscarriages in Canada:^

That the petition from William Holton be referred to

the Board of War and Ordnance.

Resolved, That an order for 24 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers in favour of Major Bicker; he to be

accountable.

Sundry letters from the southward, being received by

express, were laid before Congress, and read, viz.

One from General Lee, dated Little River, 6 June,

enclosing two letters, one from John Rutledge, Esq": the

other from General Armstrong to General Lee, dated

Charleston, South Carolina, 4th of the same month,

advising, that 51 sail of the enemy were arrived there,

and lying in sight of the town

:

One from Brigadier General Lewis, dated Williams

-

burgh, June the 18th, enclosing one from General Lee,

of the 6th, to him:^

Resolved, That the said letters be referred to the Board

of War and Ordnance

:

The Congress took into consideration the letter from
Governor Trumbull; and, after some debate.

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be

postponed; and, in the mean while, that Governor

'The letter from Governor Trumbull is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 66, I, folio 185. The petition of John Brown is in No. 153, II, folio 319. That

of William Holton is in No. 42, III, folio 321. It is endorsed by Richard Peters:

"28th. Read before Board of War and refd for further considn."

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continmtal Congress, No. 158, folio 69.
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Trumbull be desired to send to Congress, an account of

the cannon left at New London by Commodore Hopkins,

their number, size, bore and weight, and also an account

of the other cannon there.

A letter from the commissioners for Indian affairs in

the southern department, with sundry papers enclosed,

was laid before Congress, and read.

The Board of War and Ordnance, to whom the para-

graph of a letter from the General was referred, brought

in their report, which was taken into consideration:

Whereupon,
Resolved, That six companies of rifflemen, in addition

to the three companies now at New York, be raised and
the whole regimented ; and that a commission be granted

to Captain Stevenson, to be colonel of the regiment of

rifflemen, which is to be inlisted for three years, unless

sooner discharged by Congress ; the men to be allowed a

bounty of ten dollars; and that the eldest captain, Moses
Rawlins from Maryland, lately of the riffle companies be

made a lieutenant colonel, and the captain of the other

riffle company, Otho Holland Williams, major:

That four companies of rifflemen, for the said regiment,

be raised in Virginia, and two in Maryland, the pay of

the men to commence from the time they shall be armed
and mustered: their arms to be appraised by the com-
mittee of the county, and paid for by the United Colonies

:

That General Washington be directed forthwith to

send to this Congress a complete list of all the vacancies

in the army, and the names of such officers as he can

recommend for filling them.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due.

To Robert Erwin, waggon master, the sum of £90 11 9=
241 51/90 dollars, a balance of three teams that went to

North Carolina with powder

;
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To Doctor Frederic Phile, for medicines and attend-

ance on the 5th Pensylvania batallion, from the time of

their embodying to the 13th of June, 1776, the sum of

£199 14 3=532 51/90 dollars.

To John Bates, the sum of £25 10 1=68 dollars for

camp kettles

:

To Elizabeth Slaydon, the sum of £9=24 dollars, for

nursing and boarding two soldiers, of which sum Captain

Stewart is to be charged with £5 ||=:13 30/60 dollars, || it

being for nursing and boarding the man he wounded in

the state house yard; the remainder to the continent;

and that the above £9 11=24 dollars || ought to be paid

to Colonel Matlack :

To Rachel Hewen, the sum of £2=5 30/90 dollars, for

nursing and boarding two soldiers of the continental

army:
That there be repaid to Robert Moore the sum of seven

dollars, which was stopped out of his pay by Captain M.
Smith; the same having been by him expended for pro-

visions, when he was left sick by his company in Canada

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, That the pay of Doctor Huston, who was
appointed surgeon to the 5th Pensylvania batallion, be

stopped till farther orders of Congress, and that the pay

master be notified thereof.

The committee to whom it was referred to devise a

mode of raising the German batallion, voted on the 25

of May last, brought in their report, which was taken into

consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That four companies of Germans be raised in

Pensylvania, and four companies in Maryland, to compose
the said regiment [battalion]

:

That it be recommended to the committee of safety of

Pensylvania, immediately to appoint proper officers for,
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and direct the inlistment of, the four companies to be

raised in that colony

:

That it be recommended to the convention, or, in theu*

recess, to the committee or council of safety of Maryland,

immediately to appoint proper officers for, and direct the

inlistment of, the four companies to be raised in that

colony:^

That the said companies be inlisted to serve for three

years, unless sooner discharged by Congress, and receive

bounty, pay, rations, and all other allowances equal to any

of the continental troops

:

That the said companies be entitled to pay and subsist-

ence from the time of inlistment:'^

That the said companies, when raised, be formed into

a batallion, under the command of such field officers as

the Congress shall appoint

:

That the rank of the captains of the said companies be

regulated as Congress shall hereafter direct

:

That 5,000 dollars be sent to the committee of safety of

Pensylvania, and 5,000 dollars to the convention, or, in

their recess, to the committee of safety of Maryland, to

defray the expence of raising the said companies/

Resolved, That it be recommended to the convention, or,

in their recess, to the committee of safety of Maryland,

to appoint the officers, and forward, with all possible

expedition, the raising the two companies of riffiemen.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 3 July, 1776.

" On the original report the following sentence was inserted by John Hancock, but

afterwards stricken out: "their being armed, their arms to be appraised by the

Comt* of the County in which they are raised, and paid for by the United Colonies "

'This report, in the writing of Samuel Chase, is in the Papers of the Continental

No. 21, folio 45.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 1776

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the

petition and accounts of Thomas Thomson, report.

That there ought to be paid to Thomas Thomson the

sum of 750 dollars, in part of an account for lumber, said

to have been delivered by Simon Metcalf to the forces

belonging to the continent, at St. John's, in Canada:
Ordered, that the said account be paid.

A petition from Colonel James Easton was presented

to Congress and read :

Resolved, That the same be referred to the committee

appointed to enquire into the causes of the miscarriages

in Canada.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Thomas Mayberry, 117 29/90 dollars, for plated iron :

Resolved, That the said sum be paid.

A petition of William Poole was presented to Congress

and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee for

making provision for wounded and disabled soldiers.

Francis Hopkinson, Esq' one of the delegates for New
Jersey, attended, and produced the credentials of theu*

appointment, which were read, as follows, viz.

In Provincial Congress, New Jersey,

Burlington, June 21"', 1776.

The Congress proceeded to the Election of Delegates to represent

this Colony in Continental Congress, when Richard Stockton, Abraham
Clark, John Hart, and Francis Hopkinson, Esqs. and Dr. John
Witherspoon, were elected by Ballot, to serve for one Year, unless a

new Appointment be made before that Time.

liesolred. That the following Instructions be given to the Delegates

elected as aforesaid:
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To Richard Stockton, Abraham Clark, John Hart and Francis Hop-
kinson. Esquires, andtheReoerend Dr. John Withei'spo&n, Delegates

appointed to rep^'esent the Colony of New Jersey in Contirwntal

Congress:

The Congress empower and direct you, in the Name of this Colony,

to join with the Delegates of the other Colonies in Continental Con-

gress, in the most vigorous Measures for supporting the just Rights

and Liberties of America; and, if you shall judge it necessary or

expedient for this Purpose, we empower you to join with them in

declaring the United Colonies independent of Great Britain, entering

into a Confederacy for Union and common Defence, making Treaties

with foreign Nations for Commerce and Assistance, and to take such

other Measures as may appear to them and you necessary for these great

Ends; promising to support them with the whole Force of this Prov-

ince; alwa3's observing, that, whatever Plan of Confederacy you enter

into, the Regulating the internal Police of this Province is to be

reserved to the Colony Legislature. By Order of Congress.

Samuel Tucker, President.
Extract from the Minutes:

Wm. Paterson, Secretary.

In Provincial Congress, New Jersey,

Burlington, June 23", 1776.

Upon the Question, Whether one or more Delegates shall be a Quo-

rum to lepresent this Province in Continental Congress, it was carried

in Favour of one.

Extract from the Minutes. Wm. Paterson, Se(f.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was read

in these words

:

Monsieur Le chevalier de Ku-movan, having produced

to the Board indubitable credentials of his good charac-

ter and superior abilities in the art of war, and particularly

as an engineer, the Board resolved to recommend him to

Congress as a person who can be much confided in ; and
it is the opinion of the Board, that the committee of

safety of Pensylvania be requested to employ him in

planning and laying out the fortification agreed by Con-
gress, to be erected at Billingsport, on the river Delaware.
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The said report being again read,

Resolved., That the same be agreed to.

Resolved, That Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson be added to

the committee for preparing a plan of confederation.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be du-ected to sell

to the committee of Salem county, in New Jersey, 300 lbs.

of powder.

The committee appointed to prepare a declaration, &c.

brought in a draught, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Declaration of Independence.
'

FIKST DRAFT REPORTED DRAFT

A Declaration by the Represent- A Declaration by the Repre-

atives of the United States of sentatives of the United States of

America in general Congress as- America, in General* Congress

sembled. assembled.

When in the Course of human When in the course of human
Events it becomes necessary for events it becomes necessary for a

a People to advance from that one people to advance from that

Subordination, in which they have subordination in which they have

' The "first draft" is from a manuscript in the writing of John Adama, among the

Adams Papers, as printed in the Writi7tgs of Thomas Jefferson (Ford), II, 42. It

probably represents the original form of the paper, but the capitalization is Adams's,

not Jefferson's. The "second draft" is from the manuscript in the Department of

State, which has been reproduced many times in facsimile. I have given the text

of this manuscript in full, showing the changes made during its consideration in

committee and in Congress. In notes I give the more important differences to be

found in copies of the Declaration which Jefferson prepared for his friends. That in

the Madison collection is called "MS. A," and that in the Emmet collection is

called "MS. B." The latter was probably intended to be a copy of the first form

in which the Declaration left Jefferson's hand, and should be like the Adams
manuscript. Differences exist, however, and only a definite statement from Jeffer-

son could indicate the time at which this MS. B. was prepared. MS. A was doubt-

less prepared at a later period, being embodied in the notes of debates in the Con-

gress of 1776, prepared for Madison by Jefferson, " as a copy from his original notes."

These original notes are in the Jefferson Manuscripts in the Library of Congress,

5th Series, III. Jefferson says that words with a "black line under them were

struck out by Congress"—here distinguished by [ ].

' In MS. A this word is in brackets.
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hitherto remained and to assume

among the Powers of the Earth,

the equal and independent Station

to which the Laws of Nature and

of Nature's God entitle them, a

decent Respect to the opinions of

Mankind requires that they should

declare the Causes, which impell

them to the Change.

We hold these Truths to be self

evident; that all Men are created

equal and independent; that from

that equal Creation they derive

Rights inherent and unalienable;

among which are the Preservation

of Life, and Liberty, and the Pur-

suit of Happiness; that to secure

these Ends, Governments are insti-

tuted among Men, deriving their

just Powers from the Consent of

the governed; that whenever, any

form of Government, shall become

destructive of these ends, it is the

Right of the People to alter, or to

abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its Founda-

tion on such Principles, and or-

ganizing its Powers in such Form,

as to them shall Seem most likely

to effect their Safety and Happi-

ness. Prudence indeed will dic-

tate that Governments long estab-

lished should not be changed for

light and transient Causes; and

accordingly all Experience hath

shown, that Mankind are more dis-

hithcrto remained, & to dissolve

the political bands which have con-

nected them with other another

and to assume among the powers

of the earth the equal & indc

pendent separate and equal station

to which the laws of nature & of

nature's god entitle them, a decent

respect to the opinions of mankind

requires that the}' should declare

the causes which impel them to

the change the sepai'ation.

We hold these truths to be sa-

efed & undeniable self-evident;

that all men are created equal, &
independent; that from that equal

creation tlicy derive in they are

endowed by their creator with

equal rights some of which are

certain [inherent &] inalienable

rights; that among which these

are the prcacrvation of life, &
liberty, & the pursuit of happi-

ness; that to secure these ends

rights, governments are instituted

among men, deriving their just

powers from the consent of the

governed; that whenever any form

of government shall becomes de-

structive of these ends, it is the

right of the people to alter or to

abolish it, & to institute new gov-

ernment, la3'ing it's foundation on

such principles & organising it's

powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect

their safety & happiness, pru-

dence indeed will dictate that gov-

ernments long established should
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posed to Suffer, while Evils are

Sufferahle, than to right them-

selves, by abolishing the Forms to

which they are accustomed. But
when a long Train of Abuses and

Usurpations, begun at a distin-

guish'd Period, and pursuing in-

variably, the same object, evinces

a Design to reduce them under ab-

not be changed for light & ti-an-

sient causes: and accordingly all

experience hath shewn that man-
kind are more disposed to suffer

while evils are sufferable, than to

right themselves by abolishing the

forms to wMch they are accus-

tomed, but when a long train of

abuses & usui'pations, [begun at

Government, and to provide new
Guards for their future Security.

Such has been the patient Suffer-

ance of these Colonies; and such is

now the Necessity, which con-

strains them to expunge their

fonner Systems of Government.

solute Power, it is their Right, it a distinguished period, &] pur-

is their Duty, to throw off such suing invariably the same object,

evinces a design to subject reduce

them to arbitrary power, under

absolute Despotism, ' it is their

right, it is their duty, to throw
off such government & to provide

new guards for their future secu-

rity, such has been the patient

sufferance of these colonies; &
such is now the necessity which
constrains them to [expunge] alter

their former systems of govern-

ment, the history of im the pres-

ent ISIajcsty King of Great Brit-

ain," is a history of [unremitting]

repeated injuries and usurpations,

[among which no one fact stands

single or solitarj^ appears no soli-

tary fact to contradict the uniform
tenor of the rest, all of which

The Histoiy of his present Maj-

esty, is a History of uni'emitting

Injuries and Usurpations, among
which no one Fact stands Single

or Solitary to contradict the uni-

form Tenor of the rest, all of

which have in direct object, the

Establishment of an absolute Tyr-

anny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be Submitted to a

candid World, for the Truth of

which We pledge a Faith, as yet

unsullied by falsehood.

[have] but] all having in direct ob-

ject the establishment of an abso-

lute tyranny over these states, to

prove this let facts be submitted

to a candid world, [for the truth of

which we pledge a faith yet unsul-

lied by falsehood.]

'Against these three words Jefferson has written "Dr. Franklm's luuid writing,"

but the insertion appears to have been made by Jefferson himself.

'Against these four words Jefferson has written: "Mr. Adams's hand writing."
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He has refused his Assent to

Laws, the most wholesome and

necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors

to pass Laws of immediate and

pressing- Importance, unless sus-

pended in their operation, till his

Assent should be obtained; and

when so suspended he has neg-

lected utterly to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other

Laws for the accommodation of

large Districts of People, unless

he has refused his assent to

the most wholesome and i

for the public good:

he has forbidden his governors

to pass laws of immediate &
pressing importance, unless sus-

pended in their operation till his

assent should be obtained; and

when so suspended, he has utterly

neglected uttcrh^ to attend to them.

he has refused to pass other

laws for the accommodation of

large districts of people, unless

those People would relinquish the those people would relinquish the

Right of Kepi'esentation in the

Legislature, a Right inestimable

to them, and formidable to Tyrants

only.

He has dissolved Representative

Houses, repeatedly, and continu-

ally, for opposing with manly
Firmness his Invasions on the

Rights of the People.

He has refused, for a long Space

of Time after such Dissolutions,

to cause others to be elected,

whereby the legislative Powers,

incapable of annihilation, have

returned to the People at large for

their Exercise, the state remain-

ing in the mean time, exposed to

right of representation in the leg-

islature, a right inestimable to

them, & formidable to tyi'ants

only:

he has called together legislative

bodies at places unusual, uncom-

fortable, & distant from the de-

pository of their public records,

for the sole purpose of fatiguing

them into compliance with his

measures:

he has dissolved Representative

houses repeatedly [& continually]

for opposing with manly firmness

his invasions on the rights of the

people:

when diggolvcd he has refused

for a long space of time time after

such Dissolutions ' to cause others

to be elected, whereby the legisla-

tive powers, incapable of annihi-

lation, have returned to the people

at large for their exercise, the

state remaining in the mean time

' Against these four words Jefferson has written " Mr. Adams.'
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all the Dangers of Livasion, from

without, and Convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent

the Population of these States;

for that purpose obstructing the

Laws for naturalization of for-

eigners; refusing to pass others

to encourage their Migrations

hither; and raising the Conditions

of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has suffered the Administra-

tion of Justice totally to cease in

some of these Colonies, refusing

his Assent to Laws for establish-

ing Judiciary Powers.

He has made our Judges de-

pendent on his Will alone, for the

Tenure of their offices, and amount
of their Salaries:

He has created a Multitude of

new offices by a Self-assumed

Power, and sent hither swarms of

officers to harrass our People and

eat out their Substance.

He has kept among us, in Times
of Peace, Standing Armies and
Ships of War.

He has affected to render the

military, independent of, and Su-

periour to, the civil Power.

He has combined with others to

exposed to all the dangers of inva-

sion from without, & convulsions

within:

he has endeavored to prevent the

population of these states; for that

purpose obstructing the laws for

naturalization of foreigners; re-

fusing to pass others to encourage

their migrations hither; & raising

the conditions of new appropria-

tions of lands:

he has [suffered] obstructed the

administration of justice [totally

to cease in some of these colonics

states,] by refusing his assent to

laws for establishing judiciary

powers:

ho has made [our] judges de-

pendant on his will alone, for the

tenure of their offices, and the

amount & pajnaent* of their sal-

aries :

he has erected a multitude of

new offices [by a self-assumed

power,] & senthitlier swarms of
officeis to harrass our people &
eat out their substance:

he has kept among us in times

of peace although our Conduct '

standing armies [& ships of war]

without ett¥ the consent of our

Legislatures:

he has affected to render the

military, independent of & supe-

rior to the civil power:

he has combined with others to

'Against these words Jefferson has written " Dr. Franklin.'

'MS. A reads "new officers."

' These words were in the writing of John Adams.

15664—VOL V-
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subject us to a Jurisdiction for-

eign to our Constitution and unac-

knowledged l\v our Laws; giving

his Assent to their pretended Acts

of Legislation; for quartering

large Bodies of armed Troops

among us; for protecting them by

a Mock Tryal from Punishment

for any Murders they should com-

mit on the Inhabitants of these

States; for cutting off our Trade

with all Parts of the World; for

imposing Taxes on us without our

Consent; for depriving Us of the

Benefits of Trial by Jury; for

transporting us beyond Seas to be

tried for pretended offenses; for

taking away our Charters, and

altering fundamentally the Forms
of our Government; for suspend-

ing our own Legislatures and de-

claring themselves invested with

Power to legislate for us in all

Cases whatsoever.

subject us to a jurisdiction foreign

to our constitutions and unac-

knowledged by our laws; giving

his assent to their acts of pretended

acts of legislation, for quartering

large bodies of armed troops

among us;

for protecting them by a mock-

trial from punishment for any

murders which they should com-

mit on the inhabitants of these

states;

for cutting off our trade with

all parts of the world;

for imposing taxes on us with-

out our consent;

for depriving us in many cases'

of the benefits of trial by jury;

for transporting us beyond seas

to be tried for pretended offences;

for abolishing the free system

of English laws in a neighboring

province, establishing therein an

arbitrary government and enlarg-

ing it's boundaries so as to render

it at once an example & fit in-

strument for introducing the same

absolute rule into these colonics

[states] colonies;

for taking away our charters,

abolishing our most important

valuable Laws,' and altering fun-

damentally the forms of our gov-

ernments,

for suspending our own legis-

latures and declaring themselves

invested with power to legislate

for us in all cases whatsoever:

' MS. B. omits these three words.
' Against this phrase Jefferson has written "Dr. Franklin."
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He has abdicated Government

here, withdrawing his Governors,

and declaring ns, out of his Alle-

giance and Protection.

he has abdicated government

here, [withdrawing his governors,

& declaring us out of his alle-

giance & protection:] by declar-

ing us out of his protection &
waging war against us.^

he has plundered our seas, rav-

aged our coasts, burnt our towns

& destroyed the lives of our

people:

he is at this time transporting

He has plundered our Seas, rav-

aged our Coasts, burnt our towns,

and destroyed the Lives of our

People.

He is at this Time transporting

large Armies of foreign Merce- large armies of Scotch and other

naries to complete the Works of foreign mercenaries to compleat

death, Desolation, and Tyranny, the works of death desolation and

already begun with Circumstances tyranny already begun with cir-

of Cruelty and Perfidy unworthy cumstances of cruelty & perfidj'

the Head of a civilized Nation. scarcely paralleled in the most

barbarous ages and totally un-

worthy the head of a civilized

nation:

he has constrained &cJ
he has excited domestic insurrec-

tions amongst us and has endeav-

ored to bring on the inhabitants of

our frontiers the merciless Indian

savages, whose known rule of war-

fare is an undistinguished destruc-

tion of all ages, sexes, & condi-

tions [of existence:]

[he has incited treasonable in-

surrections of our fellow -citizens,

with the allurements of forfeiture

& confiscation of our property:

He has constrained others,'' Ml-

'MS. B. omits the words "and waging war against us."
^ Probably a note of insertion for locating in the final form the paragraph given

below. MS. A. gives the final order of paragraphs, while MS. B. follows the earlier

arrangement.

'MS. A reads "our fellow citizens."

He has endeavoured to bring on
the Inhabitants of our Frontiers,

the merciless Indian Savages,

whose known Rule of Warfare is

an undistinguished Destruction of

all Ages, Sexes, and Conditions of

existence.

He has incited treasonable Insur-

rections of our Fellow Citizens,

with the allurement of Forfeiture

and Confiscation of our Property.
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He has waged cruel War against

human Nature itself, violating its

most sacred Rights of Life and

Liberty in the Persons of a distant

People who never offended him,

captivating and carrying them into

Slavery in another Hemisphere, or

to incur miserable Death, in their

Transportation thither. This pi-

ratical Warfare, the opprobrium

of infidel Powers, is the Warfare

of the Christian King of Great

Britain.

He has prostituted his Negative

for Suppressing every legislative

Attempt to prohibit or to restrain

an execrable Commerce, deter-

mined to keep open a Markett

where Men should be bought and

sold, and that this assemblage of

Horrors might want no Fact of

distinguished Die

He is now exciting those very

People to rise in Arms among us,

and to purchase their Liberty of

which he has deprived them, by

murdering the People upon whom
he also obtruded them: thus pay-

ing off, former Crimes committed

against the Liberties of one

People, with Crimes which he

urges them to commit against the

Lives of another.

on the high seas to bear arms

against their countr}', & to do

stroy—&—be

—

destroyed—by—th«

come the executioners of their

friends & brethren, or to fall

themselves by their hands:

he has waged cruel war against

human nature itself, violating it's

most sacred rights of life & lib-

ert}' io the persons of a distant

people, who never offended him,

captivating & carrying them into

slavery in another hemisphere, or

to incur miserable death in their

transportation thither, this pi-

ratical warfare, the opprobrium of

infidel powers, is the warfare of

the Christian king of Great Brit-

ain determined to keep open a

market where MEN should be

bought & sold, aed he has pros-

tituted his negative for suppress-

ing every legislative attempt to

prohibit or to restrain this exe-

crable commerce determining to

keep open a market where MEN

that this assemblage of horrors

might want no fact of distinguished

dye, he is now exciting those very

people to rise in arms among us,

and to purchase that liberty of

which he has deprived them, by

murdering the people upon whom
he also obtruded them: thus pay-

ing off former crimes committed

against the liberties of one people,

with crimes which he urges them

to commit against the lives of

another.!
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In every stage of these oppres- in every stage of these oppres-

sions we have petitioned for re- sions we have petitioned for re-

dress, in the most humble Terms; dress in the most humble terms;

our repeated Petitions have been our repeated petitions have been

answered by repeated Injury. A answered only ' by repeated inju-

Prince, whose Chai'acter is thus ries." a prince whose character is

marked by every Act which may thus marked by every act which

define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the may define a tyrant, is unfit to be

Ruler of a People who mean to be the ruler of a free people [who

free, future ages will scarce be-

lieve, that the Hardiness of one

Man, adventured, within the Short

Compass of twelve years only, on

so many Acts of Tyranny, with-

out a Mask, over a People, fos-

tered and fixed in the Principles

of Liberty.

Nor have we been wanting in

Attentions to our British Breth-

ren, We have warned them from

Time to Time of attempts of their

Legislature to extend a Jurisdic-

mean to be free, future ages will

scarce^ believe that the hardiness

audacity of one man adventured

within the short compass of twelve

years only, on so many acts of

tyranny without a ma;jk to lay

build a foundation, so broad &
undisguised,* for tyranny over a

people fostered & fixed in prin-

ciples of liberty freedom.]

Nor have we been wanting in

attentions to our British brethren,

we have warned them from time

to time of attempts by their legis-

lature to extend a^ an unwarrant-

tion over these our States. We able jurisdiction over [these our

have reminded them of the Cir-

cmustances of our Emigration and

Settlement here, no one of which

could warrant so strange a Preten-

sion. That these were effected at

the expense of our own Blood and

Treasure, unassisted by the Wealth
or the Strength of Great Britain;

that in constituting indeed, our

Several Forms of Government,

' Against this word Jefferson has written "

^MS. B. reads "injury."

'MS. A. reads "scarcely."

*MS. A. reads "so undisguised."

^ This word should have heen stricken out.

states] us. we have reminded

them of the circumstances of our

emigration & settlement here, [no

one of which could warrant so

strange a pretension: that these

were effected at the expence of

our own blood & treasure, un-

assisted by the wealth or the

strength of Great Britain: that in

constituting indeed our several

Dr. Franklin."
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we had adopted one common forms of government, we had

King, thereb}' laying a Foundation adopted one common king, thereby

for Perpetual League and Amity laying a foundation for perpetual

with them; but that SubmLs.sion league & amity with them: but

to their Parliament, was no Part that submission to their parliament

of our Constitution, nor ever in was no part of our constitution.

Idea, if History may be credited; nor ever in idea if history may be

and we appealed to their Native credited: and] we have appealed

Justice and Magnanimity, as well to their native justice & magua-

as to the Ties of our common Kin- uimity, [as well as to] & we have

dred to disavow these usurpations, conjured them by the ties of our

which were likely to interrupt our common kindred to disavow these

Correspondence and Connection, usurpations which [were likely to]

They too have been deaf to the would inevitablj^ interrupt our

Voice of Justice and of Consan- connection & correspondence &
guinity, and when occasions have connection, they too have been

been given them by the regular deaf to the voice of justice & of

Course of their Laws of removing consanguinity, [& when occasions

from their Councils, the Disturb- have been given them, bj' the regu-

ers of our Harmony, they have

by their free Election, re-estab-

lished them in Power. At this

very Time too, they are permit-

ting their Chief Magistrate to

send over not only soldiers of our

common Blood, but Scotch and

foreign Mercenaries, to invade

and deluge us in Blood. These

lar course of their laws, of remov-

ing from their councils the dis-

turbers of our harmony, thej' have

by their free election re-established

them in power, at this very time

too they are permitting their chief

magistrate to send over not only

soldiers of our common blood,

but Scotch & foreign mercenaries.

Facts have given the last Stab to to invade & deluge U3 in blood

agonizing affection, and manly destroy us. ^ these facts have given

Spirit bids us to renovuice forever the last stab to agonizing affection,

these unfeeling Brethren. We and manly spirit bids us to re-

must endeavour to forget our for- nounce for ever these unfeeling

mer Love for them, and to hold

them, as we hold the rest of Man-
kind, enemies in War, in Peace

Friends. We might have been a

free and a great People together

brethren, we must endeavor to

forget our former love for them,

and to hold them as we hold the

rest of mankind, enemies in war,

in peace friends, we might have

Against these two words Jefferson has written "Dr. Franlilin.'
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out a Communication of Grandeur been a free & a great people to-

and of Freedom it seems is below gether; but a communication of

their Dignity. Be it so, since grandeur & of freedom it seems

thej will have it: The Road to is below their dignitj'. be it so

Happiness and to Glory is open to since they will have it: the road

us too; we will climb it, apart

from them, and acquiesce in the

Necessity which denounces our

eternal Separation.

to glory & happiness & to glory

is open to us too; we will climb

must tread it in a separately state

apart from them, and] we must

therefore acquiesce in the neces-

sity which p«j denounces our ever

lasting Adieu! [eternal ] separa-

tion, and hold them as we hold the

rest of mankind enemies in war,

in peace friends!

We therefore the representa- We therefore the representa-

tives of the United States of tives of the United States of

America in General Congress as- America in General Congress

sembled, do, in the Name, and by assembled appealing to the

the Authority of the good People supreme judge of the world for

of these States, reject and re- the rectitude of our intentions do

nounce all Allegiance and Subjec- in the name & by authority of

tion to the Kings of Great Britain, the good people of these [states]

and all others, who may hereafter colonies, [reject and renounce all

claim by, through, or under them; allegiance & subjection to the

we utterly dissolve and break otf,

all political Connection which may
have heretofore subsisted between

us and the People or Parliament

kings of Great Britain' & all

others who may hereafter claim

by, through, or under them: we
utterly dissolve & break off all

of Gi'eat Britain, and finally we political connection which may
do assert and declare these Colo-

nies to be free and independent

States, and that as free and inde-

pendent States they shall hereafter

have heretofore have subsisted

between us & the people or par-

liament" of Great Britain; and

finally we do assert and declare

have Power to levy War, conclude these colonies to be free and inde-

Peace, contract Alliances, estab- pendant states, and that as free

lish Commerce, and to do all other & independant states, they shftU

' Against this paragraph Jefferson wrote "a different phraseology inserted."

•MS. B. reads "parliament or people."
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Acts and Things which indepencl- hereafter have full power to levy

ent States may of Right do. And war conclude peace, contract alli-

for the Support of thi.s Declara- ances, establish commerce, & to

tion, we mutually pledge to each do all other acts and things which

other our Lives, our Fortimes, independant states may of right

and our Sacred Honour. do. And for the support of this

declaration] we mutually pledge

to each other our lives, our for-

tunes, & our sacred honour.

A petition from Christopher Champliu was presented

to Congress and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert] Morris, Mr. [John]

Alsop, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry.

Resolved, That Mr. "[Henry] Wisner, Mr. [Robert

Treat] Paine, and Mr. [Wilham] Floyd be a committee

to confer with Anthony Mosengeil, on the subject of

manufacturing sulphur

:

That 30 dollars be advanced to said committee, they to

be accountable.

Resolved, That the treasurers be empowered to advance

to the committee of safety of Pensylvania a sum not

exceeding 100,000 dollars ; the colony of Pensylvania to

be accountable.

Resolved, That the committee for superintending the

treasury, be directed to nominate and appoint six persons

to sign and number the million of dollars ordered to be

struck in small change.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday next.
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MONDAY, JULY i, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress and read, viz.

One from General Washington, Jnne 27, 1776, accom-
panied with one from General Ward, of the 20 of same
month, to General Washington
One from General Schnyler, 25 June, to do.

One from General Arnold, 25 June, " "

One from General Sullivan to General Schuyler

3 to General Sullivan viz

:

One from General Arnold, Chamble, June 13,

One from Lieut Colonel Antill, June 13,

And, one from Colonel Hazen, June 13;

Another letter from General Washington of the 28

June, enclosing sundry papers:

A third letter from General Washington of the 27th,

by an Officer who attended to guard Major Rodgers to

Philadelphia.

A Letter from the Convention of New Jersey, of the

29th June, and also, from Mr. Tucker, enclosing a letter

from two prisoners at Burlington

:

A letter from the convention of New Hampshire 17

June:^

A letter from Brigadier General Lewis from Williams-

burg, June 17, with some memorandums from Brigadier

H. Mercer:

A letter from B[enjamin] Harrison, jun. deputy pay
master general of the southern department, with a return

of his account to the 22d June.

' These letters of Washington are in the I'aper« of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

II, folios 103, 115, 123. Two of tliem are printed in Writings of Washington (Ford),

IV, 181, 184. The following locations are to be noted: Schuyler [June 19], in No.

153, II, folio 218; Sullivan [Juue 19], in No. 153, II, folio 214; Antill, in No. 78, I,

folio 5; Hazen, m No. 78, XI, folio 61; New Jersey convention in No. 68, folio 155;

Tucker, in No. 78, XXII, folio 63; New Hampshire convention, in No. 64, folio 9.
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Resolved, That an order for 6,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of Mr. Richard Graham, of Vir-

ginia, in full of a draught in his favour of the 20th of

June, by Brigadier General Lewis ; and that the same be

charged to the account of the [Benjamin Harrison,]

deputy pay master general for the southern department.

A resolution of the convention of Maryland, of the 28

June, was also laid before Congress and read, wherein it

is resolved

:

In Contention, ^'c9 June 1776.

Resolved, Unanimously, That the Instructions given by the Conven-

tion December last, (and renewed by tlie Convention in May,) to the

Deputies of this Colony in Congress, be recalled, and the Restrictions

therein contained, removed; and that the Deputies of this Colony,

attending in Congress, or a Majority of them or of any three or more
of them, be authorized and empowered to concur with the other United

Colonies, or a Majority of them, in declaring the United Colonies free

and independent States; in forming such further Compact and Con-

federation between them; in making foreign Alliances, and in adopting

such other Measures as shall be adjudged necessary for secuiing the

Liberties of America; and this Colony will hold itself bound, by the

Resolutions of a Majority of the United Colonies, in the Premises;

Provided, the sole and exclusive Right of regulating the internal Gov-

ernment and Police of this Colony be reserved to the People thereof.

Extract from the Minutes,
G. DUV ALL,

Clerl:

The order of the day being read,

Resolved, That this Congress will resolve itself into a

committee of the whole, to take into consideration the

resolution respecting independency

:

Resolved, That the Declaration be referred to said com -

mittee.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole. IIAfter some time,|| the president resumed the

chair. Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported,that the com-
mittee have had under consideration the matters referred
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to them, and have agreed to the resohition, which they

ordered him to report, and desired him to move for leave

to sit again/

The resohition agreed to by committee of the whole
being read, the determination thereof was postponed, at

the request of a colony, till to morrow.
' Resolved., That a Brigadier General, acting in a separate

department, be allowed an aid de camp.
A letter of the 29 from General Washington was laid

before Congress and read.'

Resolved, That the letters this day received, be referred

to the Board of War.
Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve

' A letter from the Provincial Congress of New York to the New York Delegates,

dated June 11, against their authority to vote for independence, was read before the

Congress in Committee of the Whole. The letter is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 67, I, folio 228.

The vote of the Maryland Convention was laid before Congress this day, "just as

we were entering on the great debate; that debate took up most of the day, but it

was an idle miapense of time, for nothing was said but what had been repeated and
hackneyed in that room before a hundred times for six months past. In the Com-
mittee of the Whole, the question was carried in the affirmative, and reported to

the House. A Colony desired it to be postponed until to morrow, when it will

pass by a great majority, perhaps with almost unanimity; yet I cannot promise this,

because one or two gentlemen may possibly be found who will vote point blank

against the known and declared sense of their constituents." John Adams to Samuel

Chase, 1 July, 1776.

" I am told that Maryland insists upon one of our delegates having in a manner
promised when the point of declaring independence was in debate, that the back

lands should be a fund for supporting the war. I have [heard] that a rhetorical

expression to that purpose was used by a gentleman on that occasion. [But we] can

balance that that account at least by a very serious question more in point, debated in

Congress in 1775, when the delegates from Pennsylvania and Virginia proposed that

a garrison of 400 men be raised and kept at common expense at Pittsburg to awe the

Indians. It was warmly opposed from Maryland upon this ground, that it wa.s a

[scheme] of those two States merely to guard their own frontiers in which the others

were not concerned, and therefore the expense must be incurred by the former.

Their objections prevailed, the motion was rejected, and the two States raised the

200 men [each for] that service soon afterwards." Edmund Pendleton to James Mad-
won, 25 September, 1780.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 135. It is

printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 194.
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itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

farther consideration the declaration respecting inde-

pendence.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read,

viz:

One from General Washington, of the 30 of June,

enclosing an extract of a letter from General Ward, of

the 23d of said month ; a copy of a letter of the 19th from

Lieutenant Colonel Campbell to General Howe ; a copy

of an anonymous letter dated Watertown, 21 of the same
month :^

One from the council of Massachusetts bay- of the 26th

:

and
One from Governor Trumbull of the 20th of the same

month.
A letter from the pay master general, with a return of

his weekly account

:

Ordered, That the last with the weekly account be

delivered to Board of Treasury

:

Ordered^Hh&iWiQ letter from Lieutenant Colonel Camp-
bell to General Howe, be published

:

Resolved, That the other letters be referred to the Board

of War and Ordnance.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the resolu-

tion agreed to by and reported from the committee of

'This letter is in ihe Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 139. It is

printed in the Wrilings of Washington (Ford), IV, 196. The copy of Campbell's

letter is not with it.

^ The letter from the Council of Massachusetts Bay is in the Papersof the Continental

Congress, No. 6.5, I, folio 89. That of Governor Trumbull is in No. 66, I, folio 189.
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the whole; and the same being read, was agreed to as

follows

:

Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and, of right,

ought to be. Free and Independent States; that they are

absolved from all allegiance to the British crown, and
that all political connexion between them, and the state of

Great Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.^

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole; Hand, after some
time,

II
the president resumed the chair. Mr. [Benjamin]

Harrison reported, that the committee have had under
consideration the declaration to them referred ; but, not

having had time to go through ||the same,|| desired leave

to sit again

:

Resolved, That this Congi-ess will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the declaration on independ-

ence.

The Congress being informed, that, in obedience to their

order. Captain Whipple and Captain Saltonstal were come
to Philadelphia; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

enquire into the complaints exhibited against them, and
report to Congress.

1
1Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

||

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 1776

A letter from the convention of New Jersey, dated 2

July ; and a letter from the commissioners of Indian affairs

in the southern department, dated Augusta, 21 May,
together with an account of their expences, and the min-

•This report, in the writing of Charles Thomson, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 23, folio 17.
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vites of their conference with the Indians in that depart-

ment, IIwere laid before Congress, and read:||

'

Resolved, That the account of the commissioners be

referred to the Board of treasury.

The Congi-ess took into consideration the letter from the

convention of New Jersey; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the committee of safety of Pensylvania

be requested to send as many of the troops of their colony

as they can spare, to Monmouth county, in New Jersey,

to the assistance of the inhabitants of that colony, and to

be subject to the orders of the commander in chief; the

said troops to be allowed the same pay and rations as the

troops in the service of the continent, from the time of

their march until they return

:

Resolved, That a circular letter be written to the com-
mittees of inspection of the several counties in Pennsyl-

vania, where troops are raised, or raising, to form the fly-

ing camp, requesting them to send the troops by batallions,

or detachments of batallions, or companies, as fast as

raised, to the city of Philadelphia, except those raised in

the counties of Bucks, Berks, and Northampton, which
are to be directed to repair, as aforesaid, to New Bruns-

wick, in New Jersey

:

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be

sent to General Washington, and that he be directed to

appoint a proper officer to the command of the flying

camp, and also direct proper persons to supply the men
with rations.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to

contract with shipwrights, to go to Lake Champlain, on

the following terms

:

To allow each man at the rate of 34 dollars and two-

' The letter from the Convention [Provincial Congress] of New Jersey is in the

Papers of the Conlinentnl Congress, No. 68, folio 161.
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thirds per mouth; one month's pay to be advanced, upon
their giving security, if required

:

Each man to be allowed one ration and a half, and one
half pint of rum, a day:
Their tools and arms to be valued

:

Two -thirds of their wages to be paid, monthly, towhom -

ever they shall leave the power of receiving it

:

Their pay to commence from the day they sign articles,
and continue until they are discharged, with an allowance
of one day's pay for every twenty miles, between the place
where discharged, and their respective homes.

Resolved, That Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin and Mr.
[James] Wilson, two of the commissioners for Indian
affairs in the middle department, be authorized to dis-
charge the bills drawn by Mr. Morgan on the commis-
sioners of that department.
Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their
farther consideration, the Declaration; ||and, after some
time,

II
the president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Benja-

min] Harrison reported, that the committee, not having
finished, desired leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, resolve
itself into a committee of the whole, to take into theii-
farther consideration, the Declaration.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, JULY 4, 1776

Resolved, That an application be made to the committee
of safety of Pensylvania for a supply of flints for the
troops at New York : and that the colony of Maryland and
Delaware be requested to embody their militia for the
flying camp, with all expedition, and to march them,
without delay, to the city of Philadelphia.
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Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congress resolved

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

farther consideration, the declaration; ||and, after some
time, II

the president resumed the chair. Mr. [Benjamin]

Harrison reported, that the committee of the whole Con-

gress have agreed to a Declaration, which he delivered in.

The Declaration being again read, was agreed to as fol-

lows:

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of

America.

lelhcn, in the Course of human events, it becomes neces-

sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume, among
the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station

to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires

that they should declare the causes which impel them to

the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these, are

Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That, to

secure these rights. Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just Powers from the consent of the

governed. That, whenever any form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the

People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Gov-
ernment, laying its foundation on such Principles, and
organizing its Powers in such form , as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Pru-

dence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long estab-

lished should not be changed for light and transient

causes; and, accordingly, all experience hath shewn, that
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mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are

sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the

forms to which they are accustomed. But, when a long

train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the

same Object, evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to

throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards
for their future Security. Such has been the patient suf-

ferance of these Colonies ; and such is now the necessity

which constrains them to alter their former Systems of

Government. The history of the present King of Great

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations,

all having in direct object the establishment of an abso-

lute Tyi-auuy over these States. To prove this, let Facts

be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of

immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in

their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to

them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommoda-
tion of large districts of People, unless those People

would relinquish the right of Representation in the legis -

lature ; a right inestimable to them and formidable to

tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places

unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository

of their Public Records, for the sole Purpose of fatiguing

them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly,

for opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the

rights of the People.

15664—VOL V—06 7
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He has refused for a long time, after such dissohitions,

to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative

Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the

People at large for their exercise ; the State remaining in

the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion

from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these

States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Natu-

ralization of Foreigners; refvising to pass others to

encourage their migrations hither, and raising the con-

ditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by

refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary

Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for

the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent

hither swarms of Officers to harrass our People, and eat

out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of Peace, Standing

Armies, without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of

and superior to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a juris-

diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged

by our laws
;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended

Legislation

:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us

:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punish-

ment for any Murders which they should commit on the

Inhabitants of these States

:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world :

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent

:



Jalij, 1776 513

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of

Trial by Jnry

:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pre-

tended offences

:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a

neighbouring province, establishing therein an Ai'bitrary

government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render

it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing

the same absolute rule into these Colonies

:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of

our Governments

:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring

themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all

cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us

out of his protection, and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt
our towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People.

He is at this time transporting large Ai-mies of foreign

Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation

and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty

and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens, taken Captive

on the high Seas, to bear Arms against their Country, to

become the executioners of their friends and Brethren,

or to fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and

has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-

tiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of

warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages,

sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions, We have Peti-

tioned for Redress, in the most humble terms: Our
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repeated Petitions, have been answered only by repeated

injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by

every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the

ruler of a free People.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish

brethren. We have warned them from time to time of

attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable

jurisdiction over iis. We have reminded them of the cir-

cumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to then- native justice and magnanimity,

and we have conjured them by the ties of our common
kindred, to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connexions and correspondence.

They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of

consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the

necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold

them, as we hold the rest of mankind. Enemies in War,
in Peace Friends.

(fulr, thcri'ljorc, the Kepresentatives of the unitfd states q{

%\\\tx'\.m,in. General Congress assembled, appealing to the

Supreme Judge of the World for the rectitude of our

intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the

good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and

DECLARE, That these United Colonies are, and of Right,

ought to be Jji'EC and Jiulcpcmlcnt .states; that they are

Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connexion between them and the State

of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved ; and
that, as Free and Independent States, they have full

Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances,

establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things

which Independent States may of right do. And for

the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on

the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge
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to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred

Honour.
||The foregoing declaration was, by order of Congress,

engrossed, and signed by the following members :|P

John Hancock.
JosiAH Baktlett.

W^ Whipple.
Sam"- Adams.
John Adams.
Rob"^ Treat Paine.

Elbridge Gerry.
Steph. Hopkins.

William Ellery.

Roger Sherman.
Sam""- Huntington.W Williams.
Oliver Wolcott.
Matthew Thornton.
W" Floyd.

Phil Livingston.

Fran' Lewis.

Lewis Morris.

Rich" Stockton.

Jno Witherspoon.
Fra' Hopkinson.

John Hart.
Abra Clark.

Rob"^ Morris.

Benjamin Rush.
Benj'' Franklin.
John Morton.
Geo Clymer.
Ja** Smith.

Geo. Taylor.

James Wilson.
Geo. Ross.

C^SAR Rodney.
Geo Read.
Thos M:Kean.
Samuel Chase.

W" Paca.

Tho' Stone.

Charles Carroll of Car-

rollton.

George Wythe.
Richard Henry Lee.

Th. Jefferson.

BenJ'' Harrison.

Tho' Nelson, Jr.

Francis Lightfoot Lee.

Carter Braxton.
W" Hooper.
Joseph Hewes.
John Penn.

Edward Rutledge.
Tho' Heyward, Jun'

Thomas Lynch, Juu^

Arthur Middleton.
Button Gwinnett.
Lyman Hall.
Geo Walton.

'lie text used is that oi the engrossed original in the Department of State.
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Ordered^ That the declaratiou be authenticated and

printed.

That the committee appointed to prepare the declara-

tion, superintend and correct the press.

That copies of the declaration be sent to the several

assemblies, conventions and committees, or councils of

safety, and to the several commanding officers of the

continental troops ; that it be proclaimed in each of the

United States, and at the head of the army.^

Ordered, That Mr. [Robert] Morris and Mr. [Joseph]

Hevv^es determine the hire of Mr. Walker's vessel, which
was employed by Commodore Hopkins in the service of

the continent.

A Letter from General Washington, dated New York,

July 3d, was laid before Congress, and read:'-

Besolved, That the delegates of New York, New Jersey

and Pensylvania, be a committee to confer with the com-
mittee of safety of Pensylvania, and committee of inspec-

tion of [and observation for] the city and liberties of

Philadelphia, and the field officers of the batallions of the

said city and liberties, on the best means of defending the

colonies of New Jersey and Pensylvania ; and that they be

empowered to send expresses where necessary

:

That the Secret Committee be instructed to order the

flints belonging to the continent, and now at Rhode Island,

to be sent to the general at New York.

' "A determined resolution of the Delegates from some of the Colonies to push the

question of Independency has had a most happy effect, and after a day's debate, all

the Colonies, except New York, whose Delegates are not empowered to give either

an affirmative or negative voice, united in a declaration long sought for, solicited, and

necessary—the Declaration of Independency." Elhridge Gerry to General Warren,

5 July, 1776.

The Declaration was printed in the Pennsylvania Evening Post, 6 July, 1776, and

in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 10 July, 1776. See the Bibliographical Notes at the

end of this year.

^This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 149. It is

printed in Writings of Washington (Ford) , IV, 200.



July, 1776 517

Resolved., That Mr. [Henry] Wisner be empowered to

send a man, at the public expence, to Orange county, for

a sample of flint stone.

The Congress proceeded to the appointment of two
commissioners for Indian affairs in the middle department

;

and, the ballots being taken,

Jasper Yeates and John Montgomery, Esqrs. were
elected.

That Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin and Mr. [James] Wil-
son are desired to inform the above gentlemen of their

appointment, and desire them to attend the treaty with the

Indians at Pittsburg, on the day appointed ; They are far-

ther desired to appoint some persons to procure goods

necessary for the Indians.

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for filling up the

vacancies in the committee for Indian affau's.

That the president be empowered to employ another

I
[private

1
1 secretary.

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to

employ such a number of persons, as they shall find neces-

sary, to manufacture flints for the continent; and, for this

purpose, to apply to the respective assemblies, conventions

and councils, or committees of safety of the United Ameri-
can States, or committees of Inspection of the counties

and towns thereunto belonging, for the names and places

of abode of persons skilled in the manufactory aforesaid,

and of the places, in their respective states, where the best

flint stones are to be obtained, with samples of the same.'

Resolved, That an order for 27/=:3 54/90ths dollars, be

drawn on the treasurers, in favour of the express, who
brought despatches from Trenton.

Resolved, That Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. J[ohn]
Adams and Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, be a committee, to

'Printed in the Penrmi/lvmiJa Gazrtle, 10 July, 1776.
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bring in a device for a seal for the United States of

America.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be instructed to

sell 25 lb. of powder to John Garrison, of North Carolina.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, JULY 5, 1776

A letter from Captain Crawford, a prisoner of the 26th

regiment, was read, requesting leave to visit the prisoners

in the several places where they are confined

:

Resolved, That, in the present situation of affairs, such

leave be not granted.

The committee on ways and means, brought in a report,

which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The accounts and vouchers of Mr. Price being laid

before Congress,

Resolved, That the same be referred for adjustment to

the Board of Treasury.

The Board of War brought in a report: Whereupon,
Resolved, That a regiment be raised out of the officers

who served in Canada, on the same terms on which the

regiment, to be commanded by Colonel Dubois, is to be

raised; and that the following persons be appointed offi-

cers of the said regiment

:

Seth Warner, colonel

:

Samuel Safford, lieutenant colonel

:

Elisha Painter, major

:

Wait Hopkins, John Grant, Gideon Brownson, Abiather

Angel, Simeon Smith, Joshua Stanton, [Abner] Seely,

Jacob Vorsboroug, captains; John Allen, [John] Fusset

[Fassett, Jr.], [Ebenezer] Walbridge, [William] Deane,
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James Gold, Sill Fbeuezer Hide, Gamaliel Painter,

first lieuteuauts;

Ebenezer Beaumont, adjutant.

Resolved, That the president write to Governor Cooke,

requesting him to order fifty ship carpenters to be

engaged, on the best terms, at the expence of the conti-

nent, and sent to General Schuyler at Albany, as soon as

possible, in order to build vessels for the defence of the

lakes.

The committee of Congress, appointed to confer with

the committee of safety of Pensylvania, and the com-
mittee of inspection and observation for the city and
liberties of Philadelphia, and the field officers of the five

batallions of the said city, on the 5th day of July, their

report was read. Whereupon reported, that they have met

1

1had a meeting with the committees and officers afore

-

said, II
and have agi'eed to the following resolutions, viz.

That all the associated militia of Pensylvania, (except-

ing the counties of Westmoreland, Bedford and North-

umberland) who can be furnished with arms and accoutre-

ments, be forthwith requested to march, with the utmost

expedition, to Trenton, (except the militia for North-

ampton county, who are to march directly for New
Brunswick) in New Jersey; and that the said militia

continue in service, until the flying camp, of ten thousand

men, can be collected to relieve them, unless they shall

be sooner discharged by Congress

:

That the militia march by companies to the place of

rendezvous

:

That the said militia be taken into continental pay, and
receive the same pay, allowances and rations, with the

continental troops, from the time they begin their march,

until they return to theu' respective homes

:
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That those of the three batallions of the Pensylvania

troojas, now remaiuing in the provineo State, be ordeied

to march immediately for New Brunswick, in New
Jersey

:

That the committee of safety of Pensylvania provide as

many tents as they can for the said militia

:

That the committees of inspection and observation, in

the several counties, furnish a good kettle to every six

men, and give all the assistance in their power, that the

said militia be well armed and equipped, and march with

the greatest expedition:^

That the committees of inspection for the several

counties of Pensylvania, be desired to order such troops

as they may raise for the flying camp, to be marched to

Trenton; the resolve of Congress passed yesterday to

march them to Philadelphia notwithstanding; Where-
upon,

Resolved^ That this Congress highly approve the fore-

going resolutions, and recommend it to the good people

of Pensylvania, to carry the same into execution with

the same laudable readiness, which they have hitherto

manifested in supporting the injured rights of their

country.

Resolved, That an order issue to Colonel Hazlet, of the

batallion in Delaware government, to station one company
at Lewistown, and to march the remaining seven com-
panies of his batallion to Wilmington, and there remain

until further order of this Congress.

Resolved, That the commissioners for Indian affairs in

the southern department, while on actual service, receive

four dollars a day.

' To this point the resolutions were based upon tlie report of the conference signed

by Thomas JleKean, chairnum. Tlie next two paragraphs were prepared in Con-

gress. Tlie resolutions were printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 10 July, 1776.
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The committee on the treasmy reported, that there is

due,

To John Walker, Esq. commissioner of Indian affairs

in the southern department, the sum of 869 67/90 dollars,

for several horses, a waggon and guns, and expences in

travelling 2500 miles.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

The committee appointed to consider the state of Geor-

gia, brought in their report, which was taken into con-

sideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That for the defence of the colony of Geor-

gia, there be an addition of two batallions, (one of them
to consist of rifflemen) to be raised on the same terms on

which other continental batallions are now ordered to be

raised

:

Resolved, That blank commissions for the field officers

be sent to the convention of Georgia, to be filled up with

the names of siich persons as the said convention shall

judge proper:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies,

conventions or councils of safety of the colonies of Vir-

ginia, North and South Carolina, to permit the raising

troops, for the purpose aforesaid, within their respective

colonies [states] ; and, if requested, to afford their advice

and assistance, with regard to suitable persons in the said

colonies for captains and subalterns, and that blank com-
missions be delivered to the delegates

:

Resolved, That four gallies be built at the expence of

the United States, under the du'ection of the convention

of Georgia, for the further defence of said colony [state] :

And whereas the delegates of said colony of Georgia

have represented to the said committee, that it will be
necessary that two forts be erected in the said colony, the

one at Savannah and the other at Sunbury

:
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Resolved., That two companies of artillery be raised,

consisting of fifty men each, officers included, for the

purpose of garrisoning such forts, in case they shall be

erected, at the expence of the said colony; and that blank

commissions be delivered to the delegates for the officers,

to be filled up by the assembly or convention of said

colony [state].

Resolved., That General Washington be empowered, if

he shall judge it adviseable, to order three of the fullest

regiments, stationed in Massachusetts bay, to be immedi-
ately marched to Ticonderoga ; and that an equal number
of the militia of that state, be taken into pay, and em-
bodied for its defence, if the government of Massachu-
setts bay judge it necessary.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That Mr. John Coburne, who has acted as

assistant conductor of military stores in Canada, and has

produced certificates of his having done his duty in that

station, be allowed lieutenant's pay, from the first day of

March to the first day of June last

:

That a chaplain be appointed to each regiment in the

continental army, and their allowance be encreased to

thirty three dollars and one third of a dollar a month

:

Resolved, That immediate steps be taken, in the several

colonies, to procure lead :

Resolved, That the post master general be directed im-

mediately to have expresses established between this city

and New York, and that General Washington be desired

to send off despatches to Congress every day

:

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

send forthwith to General Lewis, at Williamsburgh, five
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tons of powder, for the use of the troops in the southern

department, part of which to be forwarded to South

Carolina

:

Resolved, That the British officers and soldiers who are

prisoners, and now in New Jersey, be sent from thence

to the town of York, in Peusylvania, and that the con-

vention, or committee of safety of New Jersey, be re-

quested to carry this resolve into immediate execution :

Resolved, That four companies of the militia be directed

to remain in Philadelphia, to guard the continental stores

in that city.

1

1 The matters to this day referred, being postponed,
||

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, JULY 6, 1776

A letter of the 5th from the convention of New Jersey,

was received and read.^

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That Mr. Carpenter Wharton be appointed

commissary, to supply [with rations] the militia who are

immediately to march from Pensylvania to New Jersey,

until the commissary general shall order otherwise :

That William Sherman, Jun' be appointed pay master
of Colonel Warner's regiment

:

That Major Rogers be sent to New Hampshu'e, to be

disposed of as the government of that state shall judge

best.

SiTndry letters were received and read, viz.

One from General Washington 4th and 5 July:^

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 68, folio 169.
'' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Co7tgre3s, No. 152, II,

folio 159. It is printed in WrUings of Washington (Ford) IV, 204.
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One from General Schuyler to General Washington
dated 1 July

;

One from General Sullivan to General Schuyler dated

24th June :

Resolved^ That said letters be referred to the Board of

War and Ordnance.

Resolved, That an order issue to the agents in Massa-
chusetts bay and Rhode Island, to send the arms taken

out of the Scotch transports, to General Washington, at

New York.

Resolved, That a copy of a letter received from T. Green
be forwarded to General Washington, and that he be de-

sired to send for such parts of the stores therein men-
tioned, as he shall think proper.

Application being made by William Kelsay, who has

raised a company in Jersey, for a sum of money to bear

the expence of said company to New York,

Ordered, That Mr. J. Mease commissary, advance one

month's pay to Captain Kelsay, for the use of said com-
pany; he to be accountable.

The Congress proceeded to tne election of members for

the committee on Indian affairs, in the room of those

absent; and, the ballots being taken, Mr. [Thomas] Jef-

ferson, Mr. P[hilip] Livingston, and Mr. [Samuel] Hunt-
ington were elected.

Resolved, That Col. [William] Floyd, Mr. [Cfesar]

Rodney, and Mr. [Abraham] Clark, be added to the

committee to enquire into the miscarriages in Canada.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to de-

liver one ton of powder to the convention of New York

;

they to be accountable

:

That General Schuyler be directed to collect and to

audit the public accounts of the late General Montgomery,
and to include his pay and the allowance for his table in

the adjustment.
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The Board of Treasury laid before Congress an account

of James Warren, Esq' late pay master general of the

United Colonies; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the following allowances be made.
For assistants, from July 27, 1775, to 4th May, 1776,

276 dollars

:

For sundry articles piu'chased for the use of the office

in New York, 3 49/72 dollars

:

For horse hire to William Wynthrop, Esq' and for his

attendance and expences in Philadelphia, 100 dollars

:

Ordered, That Mr. Warren pay the balance remaining

in his hands to Ebenezer Hancock, Esq' deputy pay mas-
ter general for the eastern department.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, JULY 8, 1776

Sundry letters were received and read: viz.

One of the 4th from General Washington, one of the

6th July from the convention of New Jersey.^

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to send

four tons of powder, and a sufficient quantity of cartridge

paper, to General Mercer, for the use of the flying camp.

Resolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of James Mease; he to be ac-

countable.

A letter of this day from Mrs. Connolly was laid before

Congress,^ and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee of safety

of Pensylvania, and that it be recommended to the said

' The letter of Washington is in the Paperx of tlie Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 153. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 204. That of the con-

vention of New Jersey is in No. 68, folio 175. On this day were read the following

letters, of which no record wasmade on the Journals: From the Committee of North-

ampton County, July 6, in No. 69, I, folio 151; and from the Committee of Reading,

same date, in same volume, folio 155.

* This letter, dated July 8, is piinted in Pennsylvania Archives, First Series, IV, 782.
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committee, to make proper provision for Mrs. Connolly,

till farther order of Congi'ess.

Resolved, That an order issue to the commanding officer

of the militia || military associators|| of Philadelphia, not

to order Captain Peters out of the city, as his service Hand

attendance
1

1 is necessary in the war office.

Resolved, That the post masters, while in office, be

excused from all military duty.

A letter from the convention of Maiyland of the 4th,

enclosing resolutions for raising three thousand four

hundred men for the flying camp, was laid before Con-
gress and read:^

Resolved, That Major General Gates be informed, that

it was the intention of Congress to give him the command
of the troops whilst in Canada, but had no design to vest

him with a superior command to General Schuyler, whilst

the troops should be on this side Canada ; and that the

president write to Major General Schuyler and Major
General Gates, stating this matter, and recommending to

them to carry on the military operations with harmony,
and in such manner as shall best promote the public

service:'-^

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolution be

transmitted to General Washington.

The committee of safety of Pensylvania, having recom-

mended Daniel Burkharcl, George Hubley, Jacob Bunner
and Benjamin Weiser, to be captains to the four compa-
nies of Germans to be raised in that state,

Resolved, That the said gentlemen be approved, and

that commissions be granted to them accordingly.

^This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 33. The
resolves were adopted June 25.

' This was to quiet a difference of opinion between Schuyler and Gates with regard

to the command of the army in the Northern Department.
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The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Washington be vested with dis-

cretionary power to call to his assistance, at New York,

such of the continental regiments in the Massachusetts bay,

as have not already received orders to march to Ticon-

deroga; and that the general court of that province [state]

be requested to supply their places with militia, if they

think it expedient

:

That General Washington have permission to call forth

and engage in the service of the United States, so many
Indians of the St. Johns, Nova Scotia and Penobscot

tribes, as he shall judge necessary and that he be desired

to write to the general court of the Massachusetts bay,

requesting their aid in this business, and informing them
that Congress will reimburse such expences as may be

necessarily incurred in consequence of the foregoing

resolutions.

That the commissary general have full power to supply

both armies, that vipon the lakes as well as that at New
York; and also to appoint and employ such persons under
him, and to remove any deputy commissary, as he shall

judge proper and expedient ; it being absolutely necessary,

that the supply of both armies should be under one
direction.

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of a deputy
quarter master general for the flying camp; and, the

ballots being taken, and examined,

Clement Biddle was elected deputy quarter master
general for the flying camp, and for the militia of Pensyl-

vania and New Jersey, ordered to rendezvous at Trenton.

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for the election

of a deputy muster master general for the flying camp and
militia aforesaid.

15664^-TOL V—OG—
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Resolved, That the committee for providing medicines,

be directed to supply the militias aforesaid, with a suffi-

cient quantity of suitable medicines.

Resolved, That an order for 60,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of the delegates of Georgia, for

the use of the continental batallions; the colony ||state of

Georgia
1

1 to be accountable.

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to

appoint suitable places of rendezvous for the new batal-

lions raising for Canada, and communicate the same to

the assemblies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts bay,

Connecticut and New York ; also, to issue his orders for

supplying the men with rations, tents, a month's advance

pay, and other necessaries.

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be du-ected to advance one

month's pay to such of the militia of Pcnsylvania, march

ing to Trenton as will engage to serve in the flying camp.

Resolved, That an order for 5,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of Mr. George Evans, contractor

for supplying the Delaware batallion; he to be account-

able.

A letter of the 5, from the committee of safety of Sussex

in Delaware government, with sundry papers enclosed,

was laid before Congress, and read:^

Resolved, That the same be referred to the delegates of

Maryland and Delaware.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.'

' This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 581.

' "A paper has been privately laid on the Congress table, importing that some dark

designs were forming for our destruction, and advising us to take care of ourselves.

Some were for examining the cellars under the room where we sit. I was against it,

and urged that we ought to treat such information with contempt, and not show any

mark of fear or jealousy. I told some of them I had almost as soon be blown up as

to discover to the world that I thought nivself in danger. No notice has been taken

of this piece of information, which I think is right." Joseph Hemes to Samuel John-

ston, 8 July, 1776.
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TUESDAY, JULY 9, 1776

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved., That Abraham Sheppard be appointed captain,

Samuel Finley, first lievitenant, William Kelly, second

lieutenant, Henry Bedinger, third lieutenant, of the Vir-

ginia riffle company : and that the delegates of Virginia

be empowered to write to the several county committees

in that state, where they think it most proper and probable

for the men to be raised, requesting the said committees

to recommend officers for the appointment of Congress,

to fill up Colonel Stevenson's regiment; the officers so

recommended, to have power immediately to inlist their

men, and commissions to be sent them as soon as possible,

and that 7,000 dollars be paid into the hands of Colonel

Stevenson, for bounty money, and other regimental

expences

:

That ||a farther sum of || 5,000 dollars be paid into the

hands of the delegates of A^irginia said Colonel Stevenson,

and 2,500 dollars to the delegates of Maryland, for the

account of the said regiment; they to be accountable.

Resolved., That Mr. Palfrey, late aid de camp of General

Washington, have the rank of lieutenant colonel in the

continental army.

The Congress proceeded to the election of a deputy
muster master general for the flying camp, and militia

ordered to rendezvous at Trenton ; and, the ballots being

taken,

Jonathan B. Smith was elected.

Resolved, That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of the Committee of Secret Cor-

respondence, for the purchase of two vessels; they to be

accountable.
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The committee to whom the petition of William Poole

was referred, brought in their report: Whereupon,
Resolved, That 20 dollars be paid to the said William

Poole for his present support, till regulations are made
for the relief of disabled soldiers.

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. J. Duche be appointed

chaplain to Congi-ess, and that he be desired to attend

every morning at 9 o'Clock.

Resolved, That the committee of safety of Pensylvania

release Allan M'Donald, of Kingsborough, a prisoner in

the gaol of Philadelphia, on his parole, and that, upon
his signing his parole, he be treated agreeable to former

resolutions of Congress.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to settle a

cartel for exchange of prisoners

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Carter] Braxton, Mr.

[James] Wilson, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison.

Resolved, That such of the militia as are employed in

making gun locks, and such as are employed in making
cannon and powder, be detained from marching on the

present occasion to New Jersey.^

Resolved, That five of the committee, appointed to

enquu-e into the cause of the miscarriages in Canada, be

a quorum to proceed to business.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom the claims of

John Walker and Willie Jones, Esqrs. commissioners for

Indian affairs for the southern department, were referred,

reported, that there is due.

To John Walker, Esq- for 139 days he was employed in

the southern department, at the rate of 4 dollars a day,

556 dollars

:

To Willie Jones, Esq. for his expences attending Indian

' Printed in the Pennsylmnia Evening Post, 11 July, 1776, with the following addi-

tion, "in consequence of the resolution of the sixth instant."
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affairs at Salisbury, and travelling to sundry places, 250

dollars, and for 95 days on duty, at 4 dollars a day, 380

dollars:^

Ordered, That the said account be paid.

A memorial from Ludwick Karcher, was laid before

Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10,1776

Resolved, That one month's pay be advanced to the

militia of Pensylvania, ordered to march to Trenton, the

same to be paid after the men are mustered.

That Mr. Mease be directed to deliver to Mr. Biddle,

the deputy quarter master general for the flying camp,

and militia, such tents, and other articles as he has

belonging to the continent, and which may be wanted for

the militia and flying camp.
The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration: Whereui)on,

Resolved, That the committee of Lancaster be empow-
ered and directed, to keep a guai*d over the prisoners, in

the barracks of that borough, and to surround the said

barracks with a stockade fort

:

That the privates who are prisoners in the town of

Reading, be removed to the borough of Lancaster.

A letter from Ephraim Anderson was laid before Con-
gress, and read

:

Resolved, That the president write to General Wash-
ington lion the subject,|| and enclose Mr. Anderson's

letter, and that Mr. Anderson be referred to the General."

'This report is in tlie Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, I, folio 1.

^ This letter ia in the Letters to Washington, X, folio 181. Anderson was adjutant

to the Second New Jersey Battalion.
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The committee appointed to draw up rules and orders

for the government of this house, brought in their report,

which was read

:

The Committee appointed to draw up Rules and Orders for the

Government of this House beg Leave to report as their Opinion have

agreed to the following report:

III. That No Member shall read any printed Paper in the House
during the sitting thereof without Leave of the Congress.

VH. That no Member shall speak more than twice in any one

Debate without Leave of the House.

IX. That no Motion shall be made debated until the same be

seconded.

X. That when a Motion shall be made and seconded it shall be

reduced to writing, if desir'd by the President or any Member; deliv-

ered in at the Table, and read by the President before the same shall

be allowed to be debated.

XI. When a Motion is made and seconded the Matter of the Motion

shall receive a Determination by the Question, or be laid aside by
general Consent, or postponed by the previous Question, before any

other Motion be received.

XIV. When the Question is put by the Chair [every ]\Icmbcr in the

House] eolony present shall [give his Voice one way] bo counted on

one side or the other, unless it's dolcgatos bo divided.

IV. No Member in coming into tiic House ur in removing from his

Place shall pass between the President and the ^Member then speaking.

V. When the House is speaking sitting no Member shall speak [or

whisper] to another, so as to interrupt any Member who may be

speaking in the Debate.

HI. When two Members rise together the President shall name the

Person to speak.

n. No Member shall leave depart from the service of the Place

House during the sitting thereof without Permission of the House
Congress, or order from his constituents. If by the withdrawing of

the said Member he shall break the Representation of the Colony

from whence the said jSIcmber came.

XVI. No Person shall be appointed to any office of Profit unless he

shall have the Consent of Seven Colonies. Nor shall any Ballot be

counted unless the Person for whom the Ballot shall be given be first

named to the House, before the balloting be gone into.
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VI. Every Pcraon shall speak from his [Chair] scat, and when not

apcftkino- shall eontiniic [in liis scat] therein. See the Amendment.

XII. If in a debate there ari.4c more Quc8ti-e<is than one, and it be

controverted whieli Question shnli ])e liiV '-t put, the Qncstion Br ijt

moved and seconded s hall be put tirs t, luiless it be laid aside by gen

oral Consent.

XIII. If a Question upon in a Debate contain more parts than one,

any Member may have the same divided into as many Questions as

parts.'

XV. No person shall [enter] walk in the house while the question

is putting, nor shall any one give his vote who was not present when
the c^ucstion was put.

'"

I. The roll of the house shall be called over Ijy tlie secretary every

day within minutes after tlie hour to which it was adjourned,

leave shall be noted on the roll by the Sccrctar}-, and a copy of so

much of the said roll as relates to any one colony ohall be sent to the

Convention or asscmblj^ of such colony once in cver}^ three months .

^

1. That so soon as nine Colonies are present in the House the House
the Congress proceed to Business.^

Ordered., To lie on the table.

The standing committee for Indian affairs, bronght in

a report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the committee for providing medicine

chests, be directed to furnish Dr. Allison with a set of

instruments, and that the director general be directed to

supply him with proper medicines.

The committee, to whom the cartel, between Brigadier

' To this point the report is in the writing of Robert Treat Paine.

^ These paragraphs are in the writing of Thomas Jefferson.

' This paragraph is in the writing of John Hancocli. The report is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 23, folio 19. The numbering of the paragraphs wa.s

done between the submission of the report and tlie acceptance of the rules, which
are printed July 17, post. In the Writhigs of Jefferson (Ford), II, 60, are printed

what are believed to be Jefferson's rough notes of this report. On page 61 of the same
volume is a resolution regulating the rotation of delegates to the Continental Con-
gress. It may liave been prepared in connection with this report, but no trace of

it is discoverable in the Journals.
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General Arnold and Captain Foster/ and the several

papers thereto relating, were recommitted, brought in

their report, which was read as follows

:

That, having made diligent enquuy into the facts,

they find, that a party of 390 continental troops, nuder

the command of Colonel Bedel, was posted at the Cedars,

about forty three miles above Montreal; that they had

there formed some works of defence, the greater part of

them picketed lines, the rest a breast work of earth, with

two field pieces mounted

:

That, on Wednesday the 15 of May, Colonel Bedel

received intelligence, that a party of the enemy, consist-

ing of about 600 regulars, Canadians and Indians, were

on their way to attack his post, and were then within

nine miles of it: that Colonel Bedel, thereon, set out

himself for Montreal, to procure a reinforcement ; where-

upon, the command of the Cedars devolved on Major
Butterfield

:

That, on Thursday, a reinforcement, under the com-
mand of Major Sherburne, marched from Montreal for

the Cedars, while a larger detachment should be getting

ready to proceed thither with Brigadier General Ai-nold

:

That, on Friday the 17th, the enemy, under the com-
mand of Captain Foster, invested the post at the Cedars,

and, for two days, kept up a loose, scattering fii-e; that

Major Butterfield proposed, from the very first, to sur-

render the post, and refused repeated solicitations from

his officers and men to permit them to sally out on the

enemy

:

That, on Sunday afternoon, a flag being sent in by the

enemy, Major Butterfield agreed to surrender the fort and
garrison to Captain Foster, capitulating with him, whether

verbally or in writing does not appear, that the garrison

' The proper spelling is Forster.
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should not be put into the hands of the savages, and that

their baggage should not be plundered

:

That, at the time of the surrendei-, the enemy consisted

of about 40 regulars, 100 Canadians, and 500 Indians, and
had no cannon ; the garrison had sustained no injury from
their fire, but the having one man wounded; they had
twenty rounds of cartridges a man, 30 rounds for one field

piece, five for another, half a barrel of gun powder, 15 lbs.

of musket ball, and provisions sufficient to have lasted

them twenty or thirty days : Major Butterfield knew that

a reinforcement was on its way, and moreover, was so near

the main body of the army, that he could not doubt of

being supported by that

:

That, immediately on the surrender, the garrison was
put into the custody of the savages, who plundei'ed them
of their baggage, and even stripped them of their clothes;

That Major Sherburne, having landed on Monday the

20th, at Quinze Chenes, about nine miles from the Cedars,

and marched on with his party, consisting then of 100

men, to. within four miles thereof, was there attacked by
aboiit 500 of the enemy : that he maintained his ground
about an hour, and then, being constrained to retreat, per-

formed the same in good order, receiving and returning

a constant fire for about forty minutes ; when the enemy,
finding means to post advanced parties in such a manner
as to intercept their farther retreat, they also were made
prisoners of war

:

That they were immediately put into the custody of the

savages, carried to where Major Butterfield and his party

were, and stripped of their baggage and wearing apparel:

That two of them were put to death that evening, four

or five others at different times, afterwards ; one of whom
was of those who surrendered on capitulation at the

Cedars, and was killed on the 8th day after that surrender

;
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that one was first shot, and, while retaining life and sen-

sation, was roasted, as was related by his companion, now
in possession of the liavages, who himself saw the fact

;

and that several others, being worn down by famine and

cruelty, were left exposed in an island naked, and perish-

ing with cold and hunger

:

That, while Major Sherburne was in ciistody of the

enemy. Captain Foster required of him, and the other

officers, to sign a cartel, stipulating the exchange of them-
selves and their men for as many, of equal condition, of

the British troops in our possession; farther, that not-

withstanding the exchange, neither themselves nor

men should ever again bear arms against the British

government; and for the performance of this, four hos-

tages were to be delivered, which, they being under the

absolute power of the enemy, did sign

:

That on Sunday, the 26th, the prisoners were carried to

Quinze Chenes, when it was discovered that General

Arnold was approaching, and making dispositions to attack

them:

That Captain Foster, having desired Major Sherburne

to attend a flag, which he was about to send to General

Arnold, for confirmation of the cartel, carried him into

the council of Indians, then sitting, who told him "that

it was a mercy never before shewn in their wars, that they

had put to death so few of the prisoners ; but that he must
expect, and so inform General Arnold, that they should

certainly kill every man who should thereafter fall into

their hands:"
That Captain Foster joined in desiring that this bloody

message should be delivered to General Arnold ; and more-
over, that he should be notified, that if he rejected the

cartel, and attacked him, every man of the prisoners would
be put to instant death

:
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That General Arnold was extremely averse from enter-

ing into any agreement, and was at length induced to do
it by no other motive than that of saving the prisoners

from cruel and inhuman death, threatened in such terms

as left no doubt it was to be perpetrated, and that he

did in the end conclude it, after several flags received from
Captain Foster, and a relinquishment by him of the un-
equal article restraining our soldiers from again bearing

arms

:

That the prisoners, so stipulated to be given up to the

enemy, were not in the possession of General Arnold, nor

under his direction, but were, at that time, distributed in

various parts of the continent, under the orders of this

house

:

That four hostages were accordingly delivered to Cap-
tain Foster, who were immediately plundered and stripped

by the savages ; and on his part, were delivered 1 major,

4 captains, 16 subalterns, and 355 privates, as specified in

a certificate of Captain James Osgood and others, of whom
no specification by their names or numbers has yet been
transmitted; that he retained 12 Canadians, alleging in

his justification, express orders so to do; and that, living

in a military government, they were to be considered even
in a worse light than deserters from his majesty's armies;
these he carried away in irons, but afterwards released

:

that he permitted the Indians to carry into their countries

several others, natives of the United States, for purposes
unknown

:

That, during the time of their captivity, not half food

was allowed the prisoners ; they were continually insulted,

buffeted, and ill treated by the savages; and when the

first parties of them were carried off from the shore to be
delivered to General Arnold, balls of mud were fired at

them, and at the last parties, musket bullets. Where-
upon,
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The Congress, came to the following resolutions

:

Resolved., That all acts contrary to good faith, the laws

of nature, or the customs of civilized nations, done by the

officers or soldiers of his Britannic Majesty, or by for-

eigners or savages taken into his service, are to be con-

sidered as done by his orders, unless indemnification be

made, in cases which admit indemnification, and in all

other cases, unless immediate and effective measures be

taken by him, or by his officers, for bringing to condign

punishment the authors, abettors, and perpetrators of

the act:

That the plundering the baggage of the garrison at the

Cedars, stripping them of their cloathes, and delivering

them into the hands of the savages, was a breach of the

capitulation on the part of the enemy, for which indem-

nification ought to be demanded

:

That the murder of the prisoners of war was a gross

and inhuman violation of the laws of nature and nations

:

that condign punishment should be inflicted on the au-

thors, abettors, and perpetrators of the same; and that,

for this purpose, it be required that they be delivered into

our hands

:

That the agreement entered into by General Arnold

was a mere sponsion on his part, he not being invested

with powers for the disposal of prisoners not in his pos-

session, nor under his direction; and that, therefore, it

is subject to be ratified or annulled, at the discretion of

this house

:

That the shameful surrender of the post at the Cedars

is chargeable on the commanding officer : that such other

of the prisoners as were taken there, shewed a willingness

and desire to fight the enemy ; and that Major Sherburne,

and the prisoners taken with him, though then- disparity

of numbers was great, fought the enemy bravely for a
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considerable time, aud surrendered at last but on absolute

necessity : on which considerations, and on which alone,

resolved, that the said sponsion be ratified ; and that an
eqvial number of captives from the enemy, of the same
rank and condition, be restored to them, as stipulated by
the said sponsion

:

That, previous to the delivery of the prisoners to be

returned on our part, the British commander in Canada
be required to deliver into ovir hands the authors, abettors,

and perpetrators of the horrid murder committed on the

prisoners, to suffer such punishment as their crime de-

serves ; and also, to make indemnification for the plunder

at the Cedars, taken contrary to the faith of the capitula-

tion ; and that, until such delivery and indemnification be

made, the said prisoners be not delivered

:

That, if the enemy shall commit any further violences,

by putting to death, torturing, or otherwise ill treating

the prisoners retained by them, or any of the hostages

put into their hands, recourse be had to retaliation, as the

sole means of stopping the progress of human butchery

;

and that, for that purpose, punishments of the same
kinds and degree be inflicted on an equal number of the

captives from them in our possession, till they shall be

taught to respect the violated rights of nations

:

That a copy of the above report and resolutions be

transmitted to the commander in chief of the continental

forces, to be by him sent to Generals Howe and Burgoyne/
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, JULY ii, 1776

Sundry letters were received and read :

One of the 9th, from the convention of New Jersey:

Referred to the Board of War, who are desired to

report thereon as soon as possible.

' Printed in ttie Pennsylvania Evening Post, 26 July, 1776.
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One of the 9th, from the committee of Eastou :

Three from officers, prisoners, desiring leave to come to

Philadelphia/

Resolved, That Mr. T. Matlack be directed to deliver to

Deputy Quarter Master General Biddle, such of the con-

tinental stores, in his possession, as may be necessary

and wanting for the flying camp.

The General having recommended the following gen-

tlemen to be officers of the two remaining riffie companies

of Colonel Stevenson's batallion at New York, viz.

Philemon Griffith, captain:

Thomas Hussey Luckett, first lieutenant:

Adamson Tannehill, second lieutenant:

Henry Hardman, third lieutenant:

Richard Davis, captain

:

Daniel Cressap, first lieutenant:

Nieman Tannehill, second lieutenant:

Henry [John?] Hardman, third lieutenant:

Resolved, That they be accepted, and commissions be

granted to them accordingly.

Resolved, That an order for 213V3 dollars, be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of the delegates of Maryland, for

defraying the expences of transporting powder to Mary-
land; they to be accountable.

Three petitions, one from Major Melchior, another from
John Doyle, and the third from Mr. B[enjamin] Flower,

were presented to Congress, and read:"

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War.
A petition from John Cox was presented to Congress

and read : Whereupon,

'The letter from the Convention [Provincial Congrcsi?] of New Jersey is in the

Papers of the Continental Ccmgress, No. 68, folio 183. That from the Committee of

Easton is in No. 69, I, folio 169.

'The petition of Isaac Melchior, dated Philadelpliia, July 10, 1776, is in the Papers

of the Coritinctital Congress, No. 42, V, folio 1. That of Benjamin Flower is in No. 42,

III, folio 5.
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Resolved, That the Secret Committee be dn-ected to sell

Mr. Cox half a tou of powder, for the use of the private

vessel of war by him fitted out.

A petition from Coxe, and Furman, and others, was pre-

sented to CongTess, and read, together with a memorial
from the committee of inspection [and observation] for

the city and liberties of Philadelphia, recommending their

case to the notice of Congress; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to disj^ose of

the goods mentioned in their petition.

A letter of the 10, from General Washington, and five

letters from Governor Trumbull, of the 5th and 6th, were
laid before Congress, and read.^

The Board of War, to whom the letter from the con-

vention of New Jersey was referred, brought in theu'

report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That a letter be written to the convention of

New Jersey, informing them,—that, as they have not

enclosed to Congress, copies of General Washington's
and Brigadier General Livingston's letters, no judgment
can be formed by Congress, concerning the contents of

them, until copies are sent;—that measures are taking

in Pensylvania and Maryland, for forming the flying

camp;—that, in the mean while, the associated militia

are marching, in great numbers, from Pensylvania, for

the defence of New Jersey;—that ammunition has been,

and will be, supplied by this Congress, for the defence of

New Jersey;—that, with regard to the pay of the militia,

Congress will observe the same rule of conduct towards

New Jersey, as towards other colonies

:

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

from the standing committee for Indian affairs, and,

thereupon, came to the following resolutions:

'The letter of Washina:ton is in the Papers of the CoutinenUd Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 189. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 224. Those of Governor

Trumbull are in No. 66, I, folios 193 to 209.
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The Congress are so fully persuaded of the necessity of

protecting the frontiers of New York from the incursions

of the enemy, that they recommend that business to

General Schuyler's immediate attention and direct that

if the situation of affairs will admit of it, he take proper

steps for erecting a fort at Oswego and building gallies on
Lake Ontario, and pursue such other measures as may be

best fitted to answer the views of Congress.

That posts be taken and forts erected at Presque isle,

Le Beuf, and Kittanning, and a batallion be raised to

erect and garrison the same.

That the commissioners of Indian affairs in the middle

department be directed to inquire what naval force on

Lake Erie will be necessary to secure to the United

{States the command of the navigation of that lake and

to report the result of their inquiry as soon as possible to

Congress.

That it be notified to the convention of Virginia, that

the Congress are willing to take into continental posses-

sion, the forts at the mouths of Wheeling and the Great

Kanhaway, and the fort at Pittsburg, now in possession

of that colony; and also to receive, on the continental

establishment, the garrisons in these forts, if the said

convention shall desire it.

The Marine Committee in pursuance of the order of

Congress, reported that they have called before them,

divers of the inferior officers, belonging to the ships

Alfred and Colmnbus, and having heard their complaints

against the Captains, Saltonstal and Whipple, in their

presence, are of opinion, that the charge against Captain

Saltonstal does not appear to the committee to be well

founded, and that the charge against Captain Whipple
amounts to nothing more than a rough, indelicate mode
of behaviour to his marine officers ; Whereupon,
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Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

order the Captains, Saltonstal and Whipple, to repair to

theu" respective commands ; and that it be recommended
to Captain Whipple to cultivate harmony with his

officers/

Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, one of the commissioners to

Canada, laid before Congress an account of his expend-
itures :

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of

Treasury.

The president acquainted Congress, that last evening,

information was given to him, of a conspiracy or plot

carrying on for liberating the prisoners &c. ||in the gaol

of Philadelphia, and other evil designs ;|| Whereupon,
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, and

that they, together with the president, be directed to

make strict enquiry into the truth of the matter; and, if

they find the information well grounded, to take such

steps as they shall judge prudent and effectual, for de-

feating the machinations of the conspirators; and, in

case of necessity, to call upon the brigadier general, or

commanding officer of the associators, for the aid of the

military

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.
[Richard] Stockton, Mr. [Button] Gwinnett, Mr.
[Robert] Morris, and Mr. [James] Wilson.

A letter from Mr. Mease was laid before Congress and
read;

Resolved, That an order for 40,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of Mr. Mease, to enable him to

advance a month's pay to the military associators of Pen-
sylvania, ordered into New Jersey, and to those who
engage to form the flying camp; he to be accountable.

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazelle, 24 July, 1776.

15664—VOL V—06 9
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The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Thomas Amor, for boarding General Lee's guard

the sum of £12 16 10=34 22/90 dollars:

To Colonel Nelson, for expences of an express, the sum
of £1 17 0=4 84/90 dollars:

To Caspar Miller, for provisions, &c. for General Lee's

g-uard, the sum of £12 9 9=33 27/90 dollars:'

To Thomas Dundas for riffles supplied Colonel Irwine's

batallion, the sum of £117 14=313 78/90 dollars and that

the same be charged to said batallion

:

To Joseph Hewes, Esq^ for expences paid for the car-

riage, guard, &c. of gun powder, to North Carolina, the

sum of £247 12 10=660 34/90 dollars:

To Timothy Matlack, on account, 200 dollars

:

To William Trickett, for stationary, the sum of

£76 14 3=204 51/90 dollars:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The committee, to whom the letter from John Mac-
pherson, of the 31 of May, was referred, brought in their

report, as follows

:

That they had examined Mr. Macpherson, respecting

the contents of his letter, who alleged, that he had a

promise of being appointed commander in chief of the

American navy, by Messrs. Randolph, Hopkins and J.

Rutledge, a committee of Congress to whom he commu-
nicated an important secret; but that he produced no evi-

dence in support of such allegation ; that they enquu*ed of

Mr. Hopkins about this promise, in the presence of Mr.

Macpherson, and that Mr. Hopkins declared he recollected

nothing of the kind:^ Whereupon,

'The report (Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, I, folio 3) added, "that the

same ought to he paid to Miles and Wister, of this city."
'' In the original report the following sentence appears at this point: "and Mr.

Randolph being since dead, and Mr. Rutledge now absent, your committee have it

not in their power to make any farther report Ln the premises." It was stricken out.



July, 1776 545

Resolved, That the application and request of Mr. Mac-
pherson is unreasonable.^

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read,

One of the 11, from Brigadier General Wooster:

One from Mrs. Conolly:

One of the 10th, from the convention of New Jersey:

Resolved, That the last be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That the committee appointed, on the 8th of

May last, on the instructions given to Commodore Hop-
kins, be discharged ; and that the matters to them referred,

be committed to the Marine Committee, who are invested

with the same powers as the committee, now discharged,

were at their appointment; and that the Marine Commit-
tee be directed to proceed to enquu'e, as well how far the

said commodore has complied with the instructions given

him by the naval committee, as into the complaints

reported by the Marine Committee on the 13th of June, to

have been exhibited against him.

The committee appointed to examine into the claims of

Mr. Charles Walker, for the hire and expences of his sloop

JEndeavour, and the damages he has sustained, in conse-

quence of her being taken into the service of the United

Colonies, and brought from New Providence to New Lon-
don by Commodore Hopkins, brought in their report,

llwhich was taken into consideration
||

; Whereupon,^
Resolved, That the said sloop Endeavour be restored to

' This report, in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continmtal

Congress, No. 78, XV, folio 53.

' A petition from Charles Walker, dated Philadelphia, June 18, 1776, is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VIII, folio 125.
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the said Walker, with all her stores and materials, as she

came from sea, and now lies at New London

:

That the sum of two thousand dollars be paid to the said

Charles Walker, for the hire of her, and in lieu of all

losses, damages, premiums of insurance, and expences

whatever

:

That the said Charles Walker be permitted to invest the

balance of the said 2,000 dollars, (or what remains, after

defraying his expences, and paying for the repau's and
out fit of his vessel) , in produce, and export the same.

The committee appointed to prepare articles of confed-

eration brought in a draught, which was read:^

Articles of confederation and 'perpetual union, letioeen the cotom'es of

New Sampsh ire, The counties of Nem Castle, Kent

Massachusetts Bay, and Sussex on Delaware,

Rhode Islmid, Maryland,

Con n ecticut, Virginia,

New Tar'k, North Carolina,

New Jersey, South Carolina, and
Pennsylvania, Georgia.

Art. I. THE Name of this Confederacy shall be "The United
States of America."'

Art. II. The said Colonies unite themselves so as never to be

divided by any Act whatever, and hereby severally enter into a firm

League of Friendship with each other, for their common Defence, the

Security of their Liberties, and their mutual and general Welfare,

binding the said Colonies to assist one another against all Force offered

' The Articles of Confederation as first laid before Congress and ordered to be

printed are in the Papers of the ( 'onlinental Congress, No. 47. The original manuscript

is in the writing of John Dickinson (folio 9,) but was used by Charles Thomson in

noting such changes or amendments as were made in Congress, before the Articles

were ordered to be printed a second time, on August 20. I have sought to give in

this place the Articles as they were prepared by Dickinson, with the few changes he

made while writing them, and with the queries which he noted on the margin.

The text is substantially that printed in the first issue. Under August 20 is again

repeated this first printed issue in parallel with the Articles as reported to Congress

on that day and ordered to be printed.
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to or attacks made upon them or any of them, on Account of Rehgion,

Sovereignty, Trade, or any other Pretence whatever.

Art. III. Each Colony shall retain and enjoy as much of its present

Laws, Rights and Customs, as it may think fit, and reserves to itself

the sole and exclusive Regulation and Government of its internal

police, in all matters that shall not interfere with the Articles of this

Confederation.'

Art. IV. No Colony or Colonies, without the Consent of the United

States in Congress assembled, shall send any Em})assy to or receive

any Embassy from, or enter into any Treaty, Convention or Confer-

ence with the King or Kingdom of Great-Britain, or any foreign

Prince or State; nor shall any Colony or Colonies, nor any Servant or

Servants of the United States, or of anj' Colony or Colonies, accept

of any Present, Emolument, Office, or Title of any Kind whatever,

from the King or Kingdom of Great-Britain, or any foreign Prince

or State; nor shall the United States assembled, or any Colony grant

any Title of No])iIity.

Art. V. No two or more Colonies shall enter into any Treaty, Con-

federation or Alliance whatever between them, without the previous

and free Consent and Allowance of the United States in Congress

assembled, specifying accurately the Purposes for which the same is

to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.

Art. VI. The Inhabitants of each Colony shall henceforth always

have the same Rights, Liberties, Privileges, Immunities and Advan-
tages, in the other Colonies, which the said Inhabitants now have, in

all Cases whatever, except in those provided for by the next following

Article.

Art. VII. The Inhabitants of each Colony shall enjoy all the Rights,

Liberties, Privileges, Immunities, and Advantages, in Trade, Naviga-

tion, and Commerce, in any other Colony, and in going to and from
the same from and to any Part of the World, which the Natives of

such Colony or any Comjncrcial Society, catablishcd by - its Authority

sbaW enjoy.

Art. VIII. Each Colony may assess or lay such Imposts or Duties

as it thinks proper, on Importations or Exportations, provided such

Imposts or Duties do not interfere with any Stipulations in Treaties

'"Q. Should not the first Article proviile for a Toleration and ag* Establishments

hereafter to be made?" J. D.

"Quaere. The Propriety of the Union's garranteeing to every colony their

respective Constitution and form of Government?" /. D.
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hereafter entered into by the United States assembled, with the King

or Kingdom of Great Britain, or an}^ foreign Prince or State.

Art. IX. No standing Army or Body of Forces shall be kept up by

any Colony or Colonies in Times of Peace, except such a Number only

as may be requisite to garrison the Forts necessary for the Defence of

such Colony or Colonies: But every Colony shall always keep up a

well regulated and disciplined Militia, suliiciently armed and accou-

tred; and shall provide and constantly have ready for Use in public

Stores, a due Number of Field Pieces and Tents, and a proper Quan-

tity of Ammunition, and ethe^ Camp Equipage.'

Art. X. When Troops are raised in any of the Colonies for the

common Defence, the Commission Officers proper for the Troops

raised in each Colony, except the General Officers, shall be appointed

by the Legislature of each Colony respectively, or in such manner as

shall by them be directed.

Art. XI. All Chai-ges of Wars and all other Expences that shall

be incurred for the common Defence, or general Welfare, and allowed

bj^ the United States in General Congress assembled, shall be defrayed

out of a common Treasury, which shall be supplied by the several

Colonies in Proportion to the Number of Inhabitants of every Age,

Sex and Quality, except Indians not paying Taxes, in each Colonj^ a

true Account of which, distinguishing the white ^ Inhabitants who arc

not slaves, shall be triennially taken and transmitted to Congress the

Assembly of the United States. The Taxes for paying that Propor-

tion shall be laid and levied by the Authority and Direction of the

Legislatures of the several Colonies, within the Time agreed upon by

United States assembled.^

Art. XII. Every Colony shall abide by the Determinations of the

United States in General Congress assembled, concerning the Services

pei'formed and Losses or Expences incurred by every Colony for the

common Defence or general Welfare, and no Colonj' or Colonies shall

in any Case whatever endeavor by Force to procure Redress of any

Injury or Injustice supposed to be done by the United States to such

Colony or Colonies in not granting such Satisfactions, Indemnifica-

'"Q. Should not this Article specify the Particulars, as to Age, Arms, Field

pieces, &c." /. D.
' This word was inserted on striking oiit "who are not slaves."

^ " Q. If no Notice should be taken of the Bills already emitted, and if there should

not be a Contract to contribute in due Proportion towards sinking them?" /. D.
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tions, Compensations, Retributions, Exemptions, or Benefits of any
Kind, as such Colony or Colonies may think just or reasonable.

Art. Xin. No Colony or Colonies shall engage in any War without

the previous Consent of the United States assembled, unless such

Colony or Colonies be actually invaded by Enemies, or shall have

received certain Advice of a Resolution being formed bj^ some Nations

of Indians to invade such Colony or Colonies, and the Danger is so

imminent, as not to admit of a Delay, till the other Colonies can be

consulted: Nor shall any Colony oi' Colonies grant Commissions to any
Ships or Vessels of War, nor Letters of Marque or Reprisal, except

it be after a Declaration of War b}' the United States assembled, and

then only against the Kingdom or State and the Subjects thereof,

against which War has been so declared, and under such Regulations

as shall be established by the United States assembled.'

Art. XIV. A perpetual Alliance, offensive and defensive, is to be

entered into by the United States assembled as soon as may be, with

the Six Nations, and all other neighbouring Nations of Indians; their

Limits to be ascertained, their Lands to be secured to them, and not

encroached on;^ no Purchases of Lands, hereafter to be made of the

Indians by Colonies or private Persons before the Limits of the Colo-

nies are ascertained, to be valid: All Purchases of Lands not included

within those Limits, where ascertained, to be made by Contracts

between the United States assembled, or by Persons for that Purpose
authorized by them, and the great Councils of the Indians, for the

general Benefit of all the United Colonies.'

Art. XV. When the Boundaries of any Colony shall be ascertained

by Agreement, or in the Manner herein after directed, all the other

Colonies shall guarantee to such Colony the full and peaceable Posses-

sion of, and the free and entire Jurisdiction in and over the Territory

included within such Boundaries.*

Art. XVI. For the more convenient Management of the general

Interests of the United States, Delegates shoidd be annually appointed

in such Manner as the Legislature of each Colony shall direct, or such

' "Q. How far the Expence o£ any War is to be defrayed by the Union?" /. D.
'"'Q. How far a Colony may interfere in Indian Affairs?" /. D.

To this point this paragraph was omitted in the printed version.

' " This Article is submitted to Congress." /. D.

*"This Article is submitted to Congress.
'

' Q. Should there not be an Article to prevent those who are hereafter brought into

these Colonies, from being held in Slavery within the Colonies?" /. D.
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Branches thereof as the Colony shall authorize for tliat purpose, to

meet in General Congrcaa at the City of Philadelphia, in the Colony of

Pennsylvania, until otherwise ordered by Congress the United States

assembled; which Meeting shall be on the first Monday of November
in every Year, with a Power reserved to those who appointed the said

Delegates, respectively to supercede recal them or any of them at any

time within the Year, and to send new Delegates in their stead for the

Remainder of the Year. Each Colony shall support its own Delegates

in Congress a Meeting of the States, and while they act as Members of

the Council of State, herein after mentioned.'

Art. XVII. In determining Questions in Congress each Colony shall

have one Vote.

Art. XVIII.'' The United States assembled shall have the sole and

exclusive Right and Power of determining on Peace and War, except

in the Cases mentioned in the thirteenth Article—Of establishing Rules

for deciding in all Cases, what Captures on Land or Water shall be

legal—In what Manner Prizes taken by land or naval Forces in the

Service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated—Grant-

ing Letters of Marque and Reprisal in Times of Peace—Appointing

Courts for the Trial of all Crimes, Fi-auds and Piracies committed on

the High Seas, or on anj^ navigalile River, not within the Body of a

County or Parish—Establishing Courts for receiving and determin-

ing finally Appeals in all Cases of Captures—Sending and receiving

Ambassadors iinder any Character—Entering into Treaties and Alli-

ances—Settling all Disputes and Difl:'erences now subsisting, or that

hereafter may arise between two or more Colonies concerning Bounda-

ries, Jurisdictions, or any other Cause whatever—Coining Money and

regulating the Value thereof—Regulating the Indian Trade, and man-

aging all Indian Affairs with the Indians—Limiting the Bounds of

' "Q. If there should not be an Oath or Affirmation prescrib'd for every Delegate

to take? See 31st. Vol. of Mod. Univ'l Hist.

"Q. If a Delegate should be permitted to vote by Proxy or by Writing, when
absent by Reason of Sickness, &c.?" /. D.

""Q. How the power is to be describ'd, if any is to be given to the United States

assembled, of erecting Forts and keeping Garrisons, in any Colony, for the genl. Defence?

Should it be done, if the Colony objects?
'

' Q. The power of arresting and trying persons in the Service of the United States,

in any Colony, without applying to the Government of such Colony? A Dispute on

this Head occasioned great Confusion in Holland.

"Q. The power of laying Embargos?" /. D.
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those Colonies, which by Cliarter or Proclamation, or under any Pre-

tence, are said to extend to the South Sea, and ascertaining those

Bounds of any other Colony that appear to be indeterminate—Assign-

ing Teri'itories for new Colonies, either in Lands to be thus separated

from Colonies and heretofore purchased or obtained by the Crown
of Great-Britain from the Indians, or hereafter to be purchased or

obtained from them—Disposing of all such Lands for the general

Benefit of all the United Colonies—Ascertaining Boundaries to such

new Colonies, within wiiich Forms of Government are to be established

on the Principles of Liberty '—Establishing and regulating Post-Offices

throughout all the United Colonies, on the Lines of Communication

from one Colony to another—Appointing General Officers of the Land
Forces in the Service of the United States—Commissioning such otlier

Officers of the said Forces as shall be appointed by Virtue of the tenth

Article—Appointing all the Officers of the Naval Forces in the Service

of the United States—Making Rules for the Government and Regula-

tion of the said Land and Naval Forces, and directing the Marches,

Cruises and opei'ations of such land and naval Forces—Appointing a

Council of State, and such Committees and civil Officers as may be

necessary for managing the general Atl'airs of the United States,

under their Direction while assembled, and in their Recess, of the

Council of State—Appointing one of their number to preside, and a

suitable Person for Secretary—And adjourning to any Time within

the Year.

The United States assembled shall have Autliority for the Defence

and Welfare of the United Colonics and every of them, to agree upon

and fix the necessary Sums and Expcnces—To emit Bills, or to borrow
Money on the Credit of the United Colonies—To raise Naval Forces

—

To agree upon the Number of Land Forces to be raised, and to make
Requisitions from the Legislature of each Colony, or the Persons

therein authorized by the Legislature to execute such Requisitions, for

the Quota of each Colony, which is to be in Proportion to the Number
of white Inhaljitants in that Colon}' who arc not alavcs , which Requi-

sitions shall be binding, and thereupon the Legislature of each Colony
or the Persons authorized as aforesaid, shall appoint the Regimental

Officers, ftftd raise the Men, and arm and equip them in a soldier-like

Manner; and the Officers and Men so armed and equipped, shall march
to the Place appointed, and within the Time agreed on by the United

States assembled.

' "These clauses [from Limiting the Bounds, &c.] are submitted to Congress." /. D.
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But if the United States assembled shall on Consideration of Cir-

cumstances judge proper, that any Colony or Colonies should not raise

Men, or should raise a smaller Number than the Quota or Quotas of

such Colony or Colonies, and that any other Colony or Colonies should

raise a greater number of men than the Quota or Quotas thereof, such

extra-numbers shall be raised, officered, armed and equipped in the

same Manner as the Quota or Quotas of such Colony or Colonies, unless

the Legislature of such Colony or Colonies respectively, shall judge,

that such extra-numbers cannot be safely spared out of the same, in

which Case they shall raise, officer, arm and equip as many of such

extra-numbers as they judge can be safely spared; and the Officers and

Men so armed and equip[p]ed shall march to the Place appointed, and

witliin the Time agreed on l)y the United States assembled.

To establish the same Weights and Measures throughout the United

Colonies.

But the United States assembled shall never impose or levy any

Taxes or Duties, except in managing the Post-Office, nor interfere in

the internal Police of any Colony, any further than such Police may
be affected by the Articles of this Confederation. The United States

assembled shall never engage the United Colonies in a War, nor grant

Letters of Marque and Reprisal in Time of Peace, nor enter into

Treaties or Alliances, nor coin Money nor regulate the Value thereof,

nor agree upon nor fix the Sums and Expences necessary for the

Defence and Welfare of the United Colonies, or any of them, nor emit

Bills, nor borrow Money on the Credit of the United Colonies, nor

raise Naval Forces, nor agree upon the Number of Laud Forces to be

raised, unless the Delegates of nine Colonies freely assent to the same:

'

Nor shall a Question on any other Point, except for adjourning, be

determined, unless the Delegates of seven Colonies vote in the affirmative.

No Person shall be capable of being a Delegate for more than three

Years in any Term of six Years.

No Person holding any Office under the United States, for which he,

or another for his Benefit, receives any Salarj', Fees, or Emolument of

an}^ Kind, shall be capable of being a Delegate.

The Assembly of the United States to publish the Journal of their

Proceedings monthly, except such Parts thereof relating to Treaties,

Alliances, or military Operations, as in their Judgment require

Secrecy—The Y^eas and Nays of the Delegates of each Colony on any

Question to be entered on the Journal, where it is desired by any
Delegate; and the Delegates of a Colon)', or an}- of them, at his or

^ " Q. If so large a Majority is necessary in concluding a Treaty of Peace?" /. D.
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their Request, to be furnished with a Transcript of the said Journal,

except such Parts as are above excepted, to lay before the Legislatures

of the several Colonies/

Art. XIX. The Council of State shall consist of one Delegate from

each C[o]lony, to be named annually bj^the Delegates of each Colony,

and where they cannot agree, by the United States assembled."

The Business and Duty of This Council shall have Power to receive

and open all Letters directed to the United States, and to return

proper Answers; but not to make any Engagements that shall be

binding on the United States—To correspond with the Legislature of

each Colony, and all Persons acting under the Authority of the United

States, or of the said Legislatures—To apply to such Legislatures, or

to the OfEcers in the several Colonies who are entrusted with the

executive Powers of Government, for occasional Aid whenever and

wherever necessary—To give Counsel to the Commanding OfEcers,

and to direct military Operations by Sea and Land, not changing any

Objects or Expeditions determined on by the United States assembled,

unless an Alteration of Circumstances which shall come to the

Knowledge of the Council after the Recess of the States, shall make
such Change absolutely necessary—To attend to the Defence and

Preservation of Forts and strong Posts, and to prevent the Enemy
from acquiring new Holds—To procure Intelligence of the Condition

and Designs of the Enemy—To expedite the Execution of such Meas-

ures as may be resolved on by the United States assembled, in Pur-

suance of the Powers hereby given to them—To draw upon the

Treasurers for such Sums as may be appropriated by the United

States assembled, and for the Paj-ment of such Contracts as the said

Council may make in Pursuance of the Powers hereby given to them

—

To superintend and coutroul or suspend all Officers civil and military,

acting under the Authority of the United States—In Case of the Death
or Removal of any Officer within the Appointment of the United

States assembled, to employ a Person to fulfill the Duties of such

Office until the Assembl}^ of the States meet—To publish and disperse

authentic Accounts of military Operations—To summon an Assembly'

^ "Q. Whether the proceedings of the Assembly of the States should not be pub-
lished weekly, except such Matters as relate to Alliances, military Operations, &c,

which require Secrecy? If this is not proper, yet, should not every Delegate have a
Right to enter his Protest, and assign his Reasons, and even publish them, if he
thinks fit?" J. D.

• "Q. The Oath of a Councillor?" J. D.
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of the States at an earlier Day than that appointed for their next

Meeting', if any great and unexpected Emergency should render it

necessary for the Safety or Welfare of the United Colonies or any of

them—To prepare Matters for the Consideration of the United States,

and to lay before them at their next Meeting all Letters and Adrices

received by the Council, with a Report of their Proceedings—To
appoint a proper Person for their Clerk, who shall take an Oath of

Secrecy and Fidelity, before he enters on the Exercise of his Office

—

Seven Members shall have Power to act—In Case of the Death of any

Member, the Council shall immediately apply to his surviving Col-

leagues to appoint some one of themselves to be a Member thereof till

the Meeting of the States, and if only one survives, they shall give

him' immediate Notice, that he may take his Seat as a Councilor till

such Meeting.^

Art. XX. Canada acceding to this Confederation, and entirely join-

ing in the Measures of the United Colonies, shall be admitted into and

entitled to all the Advantages of this Union: But no other Colony

shall be admitted into the same, unless such Admission be agreed to

by the Delegates of nine Colonies.

These Articles shall be proposed to the Legislatures of all the

United Colonies, to be by them considered, and if approved by them,

they are advised to authorize their Delegates to ratify the same in the

Assembly of the United States, which being done, the foregoing

Articles of this Confederation shall inviolably be observed by every

Colony, and the Union is to be perpetual: Nor shall any Alteration

be at any Time hereafter made in these Articles or any of them, unless

such Alteration be agreed to in an Assembly of the United States, and

be afterwards confirmed by the Legislatures of every Colony.'

' This -word omitted in the printed version.

'•"'Q. If the Secretary of the Congress should not be Secretary to the Council of

States to prevent unnecessary Espence and the Discovery of Secrets—It would also

promote the Despatch of Business." /. D.

'"Q. If there should not be a solemn Oath taken by every Colony, or its Dele-

gates, authorized for that Purpose, by the respective Legislatures, to observe and

abide by all and similar the Articles of this Confederation?" J. D.

The following paper is in the Franklin Manuscripts in the Library of Congress.

Although the document itself is not in the writing of Franklin, there is a slip of

paper on which he wrote:

"This Paper was drawn up by B. Franklin in 1776, he being then President of the

Convention of Pennsylvania; but he was dissuaded from endeavouring to carry it
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Resolved., That eighty copies, aucl no more, of the con-

federation, as brought in by the committee, be immedi-
ately printed, and deposited with the secretary, who shall

deliver one copy to each member

:

That a committee of be appointed to aupcrintcnd

the preaa, who ahall take care that the foregoing rcsolu -

tiofi- [inifiiiisliciJ^

That the printer be under oath to deliver all the copies,

which he shall print, together with the copy sheet, to the

secretary, and not to disclose either directly or indirectly,

the contents of the said confederation

:

That no member furnish any person with his copy, or

take any steps by which the said confederation may be

through, from some prudential Considerations respecting the necessary Union at

that time of all the States in Confederation "

The paper must have been prepared in the interval between July 12 and August

20, the dates of the submission to Congress of the first form of the Confederation

and of tlie rising of the Pennsylvania Convention.

"We the Representatives of the State of Pennsylvania in full Convention met,

having duly Considered the plan of Confederation formed in Congress, and sub-

mitted to the several States, for their Assent or Dissent, do hereby declare the Dis-

sent of this state to the same for the following reasons viz*

1st Because the foimdation of every Confederation intended to be lasting, ought

to be laid in Justice and Equity, no unfair Advantage being given to, or taken by,

any of the Contracting parties.

"2"' Because it is, in the Nature of things, just and equal, that the respective States

of the Confederacy should be represented in Congress, and have Votes there in pro-

portion to their Importance, arising from their Numbers of People, and the Share

and degree of Strength they afford to the United Body. And therefore the xvii""

Article (1 Note) which gives one Vote to the smallest State and no more to the

largest when the difference between them may be as 10 to 1, or greater, is unjust,

and injurious to the larger States, since all of them are by other Articles obliged to

Contribute in proportion to their respective abilities.

"3'' Because the Practice hitherto in Congress, of allowing only one Vote to each

Colony, was originally taken up under a Conviction of its Impropriety and Injustice,

"Note 1. This since forms Part of the 5th Article of the Confederation as agreed

to by all the States, except Maryland,—on the 9th July 1778:—and finally ratified

by the whole Union, on the 1st March 1781.—(the State of Maryland acceding

thereto)" William Temple Prtinklin, on original manuscript. From the Franklin

Manuscripts in the Library of Congress, folio 293.
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re -printed, and that the secretary be under the like

injunction.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

memorial of the director general of the American hospital,

brought in their report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson be added to

the Marine Committee

:

Resolved, That the secretary be empowered to employ an

assistant clerk.

The committee on the treasury, to whom the account

of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, one of the commissioners to

Canada, was referred, reported, that there is due to said

was intended to be in some future time Corrected, and was then and since sub-

mitted to only as a Temporary Expedient, to be used in ordinary Business, until the

means of rectifying the same could be obtained; This clearly appears by the Eesolve

of Congress dated Sept g^ 1774 being the day of its meeting which Eesolve is in these

Words: "That in determining Questions in this Congress, each Colony or Province

shall have one Vote, the Congress not being possessed of, or at present able to pro-

cure proper Materials, for Ascertaining the Importance of each Colony." That

Importance has since been supposed to be best found in the Numbers of the People,

for the Congress not only by their Resolution when the Issuing of bills was agreed

to, but by this present Confederation, have judged that the Contribution towards

sinking those Bills and to the common Expence should be in proportion to such

Numbers when they could be taken, which has not yet been done; And tho the

larger Colonies submitted to this temporary Inequality of Representation, expecting

it would much sooner have been rectifyed, it never was understood that by the reso-

lution above cited a power was given to the smaller States to fix that Inequality

upon them forever, as those small States have now attempted to do by Combining

to vote for this 17th Article, and thereby to deprive the larger States of their just

right, acknowledged in the same resolution. And the smaller States having given

us in Advance, this Striking Instance of the Injustice they are capable of, and of the

possible Effects of their Combination, is of itself a sufficient reason for our determin-

ing not to put ourselves in their power by agreeing to this Article, as it stands con-

nected with those concerning the Quota's of each State, since being a Jlajority of

States in Congress, they may by the same Means at any time deprive the larger

States of any Share in the Disposition of our Strength and Wealth, and the Manage-

ment of our Common Interests.

" But as the smaller Colonies, may object, that if the larger are allowed a Number
of Votes in proportion to their Importance, the smaller will then be equally in

danger of being overpowered and governed liy them, AVe not having the least desire

of any Influence or Power that is unjust or unequal or disproportioned to the
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Dr. Franklin, the sum of £457 19=1,221 18/90 dollars ; of

which
560 dollars be charged to General Arnold

:

124 do. advanced to Charles Carroll, of Carrollton,

Esq^

164 do. and 78/90ths, paid for bedding, &c. for the

use of the commisioners, and which now remains depos-

ited with the commissary of stores in Albany, and the

remainder

372 dollars and 30/90ths, expended by Messrs. Franklin

and J. Carroll, in their journey to, and from, and in,

Canada

:

Ordered, That the said account be paid.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday next.^

The Congress being called together on

Burthens we are to bear, do hereby offer our Consent to the said 17"" Article as it

now stands, provided the Quotas to be contributed by the larger Provinces, shall be

reduced to an equallity with the smallest—in which Case all by Contributing equally

will have a right to equal Votes. Not that we mean thereby to avoid granting addi-

tional Aids, when the Exigence of our common Interests shall appear to ua to make
them proper and Necessary, but leaving to the Congress, with regard to such addi-

tional Aids, the right of making Requisitions as enjoy'd by our late Kings, we would
reserve to ourselves the right of Judging of the Propriety of these Requisitions, or

of Refusing or Complying with them in part, or in the whole, as to us shall seem
best, and of modifying our Grants with such Conditions as we shall Judge Necessary,

in like Manner as our Assemblies might formerly do with regard to Requisitions

from the Crown. For it appears to us Just and reasonable, that we should retain

the Disposition of what Strength we have, above the equal Proportion, contributed

as aforesaid by our State to the Common Service; with every power necessary to

apply the same, as Occasions may arise, for our particular Security; This we mean
to do from this time forward, unless we are allowed Votes in Congress, proportioned

to the Importance of our State, as was originally intended.

Signed by Order of the Convention "

William Temple Franklin has added the following note:

"Tho' this Protest was not acted upon for the Reasons previously assigned by Dr
Franklin, it serves however to shew his Opinion, and arguments in support of a very

important question of American Legislation, and is an additional feature of his

political Mind."
'A petition from Francis Mentges, was read this day, and " ordered to lie." It

was later referred to the delegates of Pennsylvania and Maryland. The petition is

in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, V, folio 5.
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SUNDAY, JULY 14, 1776

Two letters from General Washington, dated 11 and
12th July, were laid before Congress, and read.^

Resolved, That an order for 20,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurers in favour of Colonel Clement Biddle, deputy-

quarter master general for the use of the flying camp and
militia ordered to the Jerseys ; he to be accountable

:

That Col. Biddle ||be directed to|| use every method to

forward the flour at Trenton to the places where it is

wanted

:

That Col. Biddle be empowered to appoint one assistant:

That Col. Biddle be directed to furnish tents, camp
kettles, and canteens for an army of 20,000 men, including

such of those articles, he has already received from Mr.

James Mease

:

That Col. Biddle be directed to employ an armourer or

armourers for the army in New Jersey

:

That application be made to the convention of New
Jersey to supply all the lead they possibly can for the

flying camp and militia

:

That application be made to the committee of safety of

Peusylvania, desiring them to supply the flying camp, and
militia, in the Jerseys, with as many musket cartridges,

well balled, as they can possibly spare

:

That the Secret Committee be directed to supply the

committee of safety of Pensylvauia, with a quantity of

powder, equal to that spared to the Continent in car-

tridges :

That an express be sent to overtake the powder wagons
going to Virginia, with a letter to Colonel Fielding Lewis,

to send in the retiu-n wagons, all the lead he can collect at

Fredericksburg

:

' These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, foHos 197

and 213. They are printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 237, 242.
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That the committee, or council of safety of Virginia, be

requested to send to Philadelphia, by the return of the

wagons, as much of the lead they now have at Williams

-

burgh, as they can spare, and to order from the mines 15

or 20 tons more of lead to Philadelphia, as soon as

possible

:

That a letter be written to the commanding officer in

the Jerseys, to march such of the militia, and flying camp,

to Brunswick or other places in the Jerseys, as he may
judge necessary, and most conducive to the public service;

provided it does not interfere with any prior directions of

General Washington

:

That the committee of safety of Pensylvania be

requested, immediately, to order to the several places of

their destination, all the British officers, prisoners, in this

city : their ladies not to be desired to go until the weather

is more suitable

:

That the commanding officer in Pensylvania be desired

to issue fresh orders, and exert himself, to forward the

immediate march of the militia to New Jersey: The
service requiring theu' being immediately embodied, as

appears by the advices received by express from General

Washington

:

That the deputy quarter master general be directed to

request the use of some house of public worship, to cover

the troops during their short stay in this city.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

MONDAY, JULY 15, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read, viz.

One from Mr. J. Jay, of the Gth, enclosing a memorial
from Samuel Tredwell Pell, of the manor of Pelham

:

One from the committee of Lancaster, of the 11 : and
One from the committee of Reading, of the 13th; and,

15664^voL V—06 10
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Two from the convention of New York, of the 11th,

with sundry papers enclosed;^ among which the follow-

ing resolutions

:

"In convention of the representatives

"of the state of New York,
" White Plains, July 9, 1776.

'•'•Resolved unanimoudy. That the reasons assigned by the Continental

Congress for declaring the United Colonies Free and Independent

States, are cogent and conclusive; and, that while we lament the cruel

necessity which has rendered that measure unavoidable, we approve

the same, and will, at the risque of our lives and fortunes, join with

the other colonies in supporting it.

' ^Resolved, That a copy of the said declaration and the aforegoing

resolution be sent to the chairman of the committee of the county of

Westchester with orders to publish the same with beat of Drum, at

this place, on Thursday next, and to give directions, that it be pub

lished with all convenient speed in the several districts of the county;

that copies also be sent to the chairman of the several counties within

the state of New York with orders to cause the same to be published

in the several districts of their respective counties.

^''Resohied u7ianimousli/, That the delegates of this state, in the Con-

tinental Congress, be, and they hereby are authorized to concert and

adopt all such measures as they may deem conducive to the happiness

and welfare of the United States of America.
" Extract from the minutes,

"Robert Benson, Secretary.''^

Resolved, That the letters from the convention of New
York, with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board

of War

:

Resolved, That the letters of General Washington of

the 10, 11, and 12, be referred to the Board of Wa^r.

Resolved, That the Comniittoo of Safety of Ponoyl

vania be impowcrod to pay to the ofiiccrij ordered from

' The letter from John Jay is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIII,

folio 27. That of the committee of Lancaster is in No. 69, I, folio 173. That of the

committee of Reading i.s in No. 69, I, folio 177. Those of the Convention of New
York are in No. 67, I, folios 232, 252.
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New Jorscy to Ponsylvania, the money ordered by Con -

gress to bo advancccl for subaiatancc. ^

Resolved, That the case of the officers ordered from
New Jersey to Pensylvania, be referred to the Board of

War, and that they be directed to examine into the con-

duct of said officers, and their servants; and to order

them to such places, and to be disposed of in such man-
ner, as they shall think proper.

Resolved, That the sum of £16 10, lawful money,= [55

dollars] be paid to Major Henry Sherburne, for his

expences from the 6th of June, the time he left Canada,

to this day, with a farther allowance of eight days

expences to join his regiment.

Resolved, That two members be elected for the Board
of Treasury, in the room of two who are absent.

The members chosen, Mr. P[hilip] Livingston and Mr.

[George] Read.

A letter from an officer of Colonel Hazen's batallion,

was laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee appointed

to inquire into the causes of the miscarriages in Canada.

A petition and memorial of Captain James Ross, was
laid before Congress and read

:

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee
of Claims.

Resolved, That it be recommended to P[atrick] Henry,
Esq. governor of Virginia, to give orders for manning
and sending to sea, under convoy, the brig Fanny, Cap-
tain Tokely, which is loaded on account of the Continent.

Resolved, That a committee, to consist of one or more
members of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pensylvania

' Thia resolution has reference to prisoners of war. In the margin of the Journal

is written: "This paid by Congress."
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and New Jersey, be appointed to consider the propriety

and means of augmenting the flying camp

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jei¥erson, Mr.
[Thomas] Stone, Mr. [George] Read, Mr. [John] Mor-
ton, and Mr. [Richard] Stockton.

Resolved, That the batallion which is to garrison the

posts of PresqiTe Isle, Le Beuf , and Kittanning, be raised

in the counties of Westmoreland and Bedford, in Pensyl-

vania, in the following proportions, to wit: seven com-
panies in Westmoreland, and one company in Bedford

:

That the commissioned officers of the several com-
panies, be appointed by the committee of the county in

which they are to be raised.

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for appointing

the field officers of said batallion and of the German
batallion.

Resolved, That a chief physician be appointed for the

flying camp, and that his pay be four dollars per day:

The ballots being taken [and examined,]

William Shippen, Jun^ was elected.

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for the appoint-

ment of a commissary of military stores, and deputy adju-

tant general for the flying camp.

Resolved, That Thursday morning be assigned for tak-

ing into consideration the report of the committee of

ways and means.

Resolved, That Alexander M'Donald, son of Captain

M'Donald, be liberated on his parole, and allowed to

reside with his father.

A petition from John Hannum, was presented to Con-
gress, and read.

Resolved, That the same, together with the papers accom-
panying it, be referred to the Secret Committee.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.
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TUESDAY, JULY 16, 1776

Sundry letterswere laid before Congress, [and read, viz.]

One from Brigadier General Sullivan, of the 2d, from

Crown Point:

One from General Washington, of the 14th

:

One from the committee of Lancaster, of the 13th:'

One from Samuel Blackden, [Blagdeu] of the 16:

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington be

referred to the Board of War

:

Resolved, That the letter from Samuel Blackden be

referred to the Board of Trcaaury to the deputy pay
master and deputy commissary general in the northern

department.

Resolved, That General Washington be desired to lodge

powder with such persons as he may think proper, for the

use of such parts of the state of New York, as he may
apprenend exposed to danger, and that the commanding
officer in New Jersey do the same in that colony; and
that General Washington, and the said commanding offi-

cer in New Jersey, be empowered to draw, from Messrs.

Wisner, Livingston and Ford's powder mills, any powder
which may be requisite for these purposes, or for the use

of their respective camps.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That there be appointed, by the commanding

officer of each regiment in the continental army, a Ser-

jeant major, quarter master serjeant, drum major and fife

major, who shall i^espectively hold no other appointment

but those before mentioned, and that their pay be one dol-

'The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 217. It is printed inWritings of Washington (Ford), IV, 247. That of Sullivan

is in No. 160, folio 15. That of the Committee of Lancaster is in No. 69, I, folio 181.
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lar a month each, more than that allowed to a Serjeant,

Drum or Fife in the said regiments

:

That a beating warrant be made out to Mr. John Doyle,

to be a captain of a company of rifflemen to be raised for

three years, unless sooner discharged by Congress; his

commission to be given him as soon as his company is

full:

That a pay master be appointed to each regiment in the

army of the United States, with a salary of 26 dollars and

two thirds of a dollar a month.

^

That the application to Congress from Mr. Rowland
Chambers, desiring to be appointed pay master to the

Jersey troops at New York, cannot be complied with, as

such an appointment would interfere with the duty of the

pay master general, within whose department it properly

lies:

That half a dollar per week be allowed to each man of

the Connecticut light horse, who has joined the army at

New York, for the maintenance of his horse, for so long

time, only, as the general shall think it necessary for such

horses to continue in the service

:

That General Schuyler be directed to take every pos-

sible precaution to cleanse the army, under his command,
from the infection of the small pox

:

That it be recommended to the provincial convention

of Peusylvania, now sitting, to take such measures as they

may judge proper and necessary, for procuring as much
lead, within that Colony [state,] as can be obtained for

the supply of the flying camp

:

That three commissioners be appointed by Congress, to

repair, as soon as may be, to New York, there to audit

the accounts of the commissary general, quartermaster

'See a letter from Elbridge Gerry to General Gates, 25 June, 1776, in Force, Ameri-

can Archives, Fifth Series, I, 21.



July, 1776 565

general, and director general of the hospital, and all other

accounts of the army ; the said commissioners to take an
oath for the faithful execution of their trust

:

That three commissioners be appointed, for the like

pm'poses, in the northern army

:

That General Washington be informed, that the bounty
granted by the resolution of Congress of the 20 June, was
intended as a general regulation, and to extend to all

such men, now in the continental service, and all others,

who will inlist for the term of three years, to be com-
puted from and after the expiration of the term of their

present inlistmeut.

Resolved, That Monsieur Kirmovan be appointed an
engineer in the continental service, with the pay of 60

dollars per month, and the rank of lieutenant colonel:

That he be ordered immediately to repair to New Jersey,

and put himself under the command of the officer com-
manding the flying camp.

Resolved, That Richard Humpton be employed in the

continental service, with the rank and pay of lieutenant

colonel

:

That Samuel Dawson be employed in the continental

service, with the rank and pay of captain

:

That they be ordered immediately to repair to New
Jersey, and put themselves under the command of the

officer commanding the flying camp.
Resolved, That General Washington be desired to call

to his assistance, at New York, two thousand of the men
who have marched into New Jersey to form the flying

camp ; and that the convention of New Jersey be requested

immediately to supply their i)laces with an equal number
of the militia of that state : that letters be written to the

states of Massachusetts bay, Connecticut and New Jersey,

setting forth the situation of our affairs in the New York
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department, and pressing them immediately to comply

with the requisition of Congress of the 3d of June :

That the situation of our army at New York be pointed

out to the state of Connecticut ; and that it be earnestly

recommended to that state, immediately to send all the

militia thereof, which can be spared, into New York, to

reinforce the army there, and continue in service until

the proportions requested of the several states arrive.

The Congress proceeded to the election of a commissary

of military stores ||for the flying campH ; and, the ballots

being taken, Benjamin Flower, Esq- was elected.

A letter from S[amuel] Chase, Esq' of the 8 July, was
laid before Congress, and read:

Resolved, That the same, together with the petition of

Mr. Mentges, read the 12th, be referred to the delegates

of Pensylvania and Maryland.

A petition from Captain Benedict was presented to

Congress, and read; [Whereupon,]
Resolved., That a copy thereof be sent to General

Schuyler, and that he be desired to order the accounts of

Captain Benedict to be settled and paid, or to inform

Congress of the reasons why yjayment ought to be with-

held.

Resolved, That Mr. [Henry] Wisner be empowered to

employ a proper person to manufacture gun flints.^

IIAdjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
||

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 1776

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed im-

mediately to deliver to Mr. Mease, to be sent forward

to Colonel Moylan, quarter master general, half a ton

of saltpetre.

' On July 16 John Alsop sent bis resignation to the New York Convention, dis-

approving the Declaration of Independence.
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Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read,

[viz.]

One from the convention of New York, 12 July, with

sundry papers enclosed ; referred to the Board of War

:

A letter from Brigadier General Wooster

;

A letter from Carpenter Wharton, of the 15; Where-
upon,

Resolved, That an order for 15,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of Carpenter Wharton; he to

be accountable.

A letter from Richard Ellis, of the 11.^

The Board of War, to whom the letter of General

Washington, of the 14, was referred, brought in a report,

which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Washington, in refusing to

receive a letter said to be sent from Lord Howe, addressed

to " George Washington, Esq!'" acted with a dignity be-

coming his station; and, therefore, this Congress do
highly approve the same ; and do direct, that no letter or

message be received, on any occasion whatsoever, from
the enemy, by the commander in chief, or other, the com-
manders of the American army, but such as shall be di-

rected to them in the characters they respectively sustain.^

Ordered, That the above be published.

The president informed Congress, that he had been

under the disagreeable necessity of committing Captain

Gamble to prison, on account of his ill behaviour;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to en-

quire into the conduct of Captain Gamble, since he was
made prisoner of war, and report specially to Congress.

' The letter from the convention of New York is in the Papers of the Continental

Cmgress, No. 67, I, folio 254. That from Ellis is iu No. 78, VIII, folio 251. That

from Wharton is in No. 78, XXIII, folio 297.

* Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 27 July, 1776.
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The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on the memorial of the dii-ector general of the

American hospital ; Whereupon,
RcBolvcd, For the bettor Govcrnmcnt-of the general

Hoapital ef the Amcricnn Army, for explaining and aaccr

taining more fully the dutica of the Director General, the

directora of Hospitals, the Surgeons and Mates, both Hos -

pital and Regimental

:

Resolved^ That the number of hospital surgeons and
mates be increased, in proportion to the augmentation of

the army, not exceeding one surgeon and five mates to

every five thousand men, to be reduced when the army is

reduced, or when there is no further occasion for so great

a number

:

That as many persons be employed in the several hos-

pitals, in quality of store keepers, stewards, managers,

and nurses, as are necessary for the good of the service,

for the time being, to be appointed by the directors of the

respective hospitals

:

That the several regimental chests of medicines, and

chirurgical instruments, which now are or hereafter shall

be, in the possession of the regimental surgeons, be sub-

ject to the inspection and enquiry of the respective direct-

ors of hospitals, and the director general ; and that the

said regimental surgeons shall, from time to time, when
thereto required, render account of the said medicines

and instruments to the said directors, or if there be no

director in any particular department, to the director gen-

eral ; the said accounts to be transmitted to the director

general, and by him to this Congress ; and the medicines

and instruments not used by any regimental surgeon, to

be returned when the regiment is reduced, to the respec-

tive directors, and an account thereof by them rendered

to the director general, and by him to this Congress:
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Resolved, that an Additional Apothecary with such Number of

Mates as the Service may require, be allowed, under the Title of

Apothecary to the Army, and in subordination to the General Hoa
pitel Apothecary of the General Hospital.'

That the several directors of hospitals, in the several

departments, and the regimental surgeons, where there is

no director, shall transmit to the du-ector general regular

returns of the number of surgeons' mates, and other offi-

cers employed under them, their names and pay; also,

an account of the expences and furniture of the hospital

under their direction ; and that the director general make
report of the same, from time to time, to the commander
in chief, and to this Congress :

That the several regimental and hospital surgeons, in

the several departments, make weekly returns of their

sick to the respective du-ectors in their departments

:

That no regimental surgeon be allowed to draw upon
the hospital of his department, for any stores except med-
icines and instruments ; and that, when any sick persons

shall require other stores, they shall be received into the

said hospital, and the rations of the said sick persons be

stopped, so long as they are in the said hospitals; and
that the directors of the several hospitals report to the

commissary the names of the sick, when received into,

and when discharged from the hospital, and make a like

return to the Board of Treasury

:

That all extra expences for bandages, old linen, and
other articles necessary for the service, incurred by any
regimental surgeon, be paid by the director of that

department, with the approbation of the commander
thereof

:

That no more medicines belonging to the continent be

be disjjosed of by sale till the xirmy ia fully supplied, till

further order of Congress :

' A paragraph that was not retained.
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Resolved, that no Surgeon or Surgeon's Mate shall receive a Commo
as such in the Army, without having first undergone an Examination

by the director of the Hospital of the Department in which he may
desire employment or the director Genl and obtained a Certificate

from the Commdr and director of that department, or the Director

Genl, of his Abilities and knowledge in his business.'

That the pay of the hospital surgeons be increased to

one dollar and two thirds of a dollar by the day ; the pay

of the hospital mates be increased to one dollar by the

day; and the pay of the hospital apothecary to one

dollar and two thirds of a dollar by the day ; and that the

hospital surgeons and mates take rank of regimental sur-

geons and mates

:

Resolved, that the Storekeepers of the several Hospitals be paid

by the month, and the Stewards and Managers of the said

Hospitals be paid by the Month a sum not exceeding dollars.'

Resolved, that the duties and priviledges of the Surgeons and Mates,

not heretofore particularly ascertained, be conformable to the estab-

lished Usage of other well regulated Armies, as far as is consistent

with the Good of the Service, until otherwise settled and directed by

this Congress.'

Resolved, that the Appointments of Surgeons [Surgeons Mates]

Storekeepers, Stewards, Managers and Nurses, heretofore mentioned,

shall be made by the Director General in the Northern and Eastern

Departments; and of the Middle department by the Director, which

may hereafter be app'd in that dep't; and in the Southern Dep't by

the director of that dep't with the approba. of the Commandr of the

respect departments.'

Resolved, that it be reeomend to Congress to fjurchase the Medi-

cines [now in Phila] belonging to Doctor Morgan.'

Resolved, that in all levies of Troops hereafter to be raised for the

Service of the Continent a stoppage of out of the months pay of

each Man be made for the Use and support of the several Continental

Hospitals.'

That the director general, and the several directors of

hospitals, be empowered to purchase, with the approba

-

' A paragraph that was uot retamed.
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tion of the commander of the respective departments,

medicines, and instruments for the use of their respective

hospitals, and draw upon the pay master for the same,

and make report of such purchases to Congress/

Resolved, That the second paragraph in the third page
of the report bo rocommittcd. '

Resolved., That Nicholas Hausegger be appointed colonel

;

George Strieker, lieutenant colonel; Ludowick Weltner,

major of the German batallion

:

Resolved, That another company be added to the Ger-
man batallion

:

That John David Woelper be appointed to command
said company.

Resolved, That Samuel Brady be first lieutenant, Wil-
liam M'Murray, second lieutenant, Henry Fortney, third

lieutenant, of the independent company commanded by
Captain Doyle.

The Congress proceeded to the election of a deputy

pay master general for the flying camp ; and the ballots

being taken,

Richard Dallam, Esq^ was elected.

Resolved, That Colonel Smallwood, of the Maryland
troops, be ordered to repair, with the troops under his

command, to New York as soon as possible, and put him-
self under the command of the General

:

That the General be informed that these troops are to

be considered as part of the two thousand which he was
empowered to call to his assistance from the flying camp,
by the resolution of yesterday.

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the

convention of New Jersey, to cause all the stock on the

sea coast, which they shall apprehend to be in danger of

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Stone, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 181.
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falling into the hands of the enemy, to be immediately

removed, and driven back into the country to a place of

safety.

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to

revise the journals, and direct what part of it ought

to be published

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[Thomas] Lynch, [jun.] and Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee appointed on

the 11th of this month, be directed to apply to the con-

vention of Pensylvania, nov^ sitting, and request them
to appoint a select committee of their body, to confer

"with them on a matter of importance relating to theu'

colony.

A petition from Jean Baptiste de Vidal, of Canada,

was presented to Congress, and read :

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of five, and

that they be directed to enquire into the character of the

petitioner, and all others in similar circumstances,

applying for relief, and report to Congress

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Rush, Mr.

[William] Paca, Mr. [Thomas] Heyward, Mr. [Samuel]

Chase, and Mr. [George] Walton.

Resolved, That Mr. J[ohn] Adams, Mr. [Benjamin]

Harrison, and Mr. [Robert] Morris, be a committee to

bring in a resolution for subjecting to confiscation the

property of the subjects of the crown of Great Britain,

and particularly the inhabitants of the British West
Indies, taken on the high seas, or between high and low

water mark.

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on the rules and orders for the government of

this house; Whereupon,
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Resolved, That the following rules be observed

:

1. So soon as nine Colonies [states] are present in the

house, the Congress proceed to business/

2. No member shall depart from the service of the

house, without permission of the Congress, or order from
his constituents.

3. No member shall read any printed paper in the

house during the sitting thereof, without leave of the

Congress.

4. When the house is sitting, no member shall speak

or whisper to another, so as to interrupt any member
who may be speaking in the debate.

5. Every member, when he speaks, shall rise from his

seat, and address himself to the chair, and when he has

finished, shall sit down again.

-

6. No member shall speak more than twice in any one

debate, withoi^t leave of the house.

7. When two members rise together, the president shall

name the person to speak.

8. No motion shall be debated, until the same be

seconded.

9. When a motion shall be made, and seconded, it

shall be reduced to writing, if desired by the president

or any member, delivered in at the table, and read by
the president, before the same shall be allowed to be
debated.

10. When a motion is made and seconded, the matter
of the motion shall receive a determination by the ques-

tion, or be laid aside, by general consent, or postponed

by the previous question, before any other motion be

received.

' This paragraph ia in the writing of John Hancock.
^ In the original report this paragraph read: " Every person shall speak from his

seat, and when not speaking, shall continue therein."
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11. If a question in a debate contain more parts than

one, any member may have the same divided into as

many questions as parts.

12. No person shall be appointed to any office of profit,

unless he shall have the consent of seven colonies

[states,] nor shall any ballot be counted, unless the per-

son for whom the ballots shall be given, be first named to

the house, before the balloting be gone into/

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, JULY i8, 1776

The Delegates from Maryland laid before Congi-ess the

credentials of a new appointment made by their conven-

tion, which were read as follows

:

"In Convention, Annapolis, July 4, 1776.

''•Resolved, That the honorable Matthew Tilghman, E.sq^ and Thomas
Johnson, Jun. William Paca, Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, Charles

Carroll, (of Carrollton,) and Robert Alexander, Esqrs. or a Majority

of them, or of any three or more of them, be Deputies to represent

this Colony in Congress, in as full and ample Manner as the Deputies

of this Colony might have done under any appointment heretofore

made, untill the next Convention shall make farther order therein.

Extract from the Minutes:

G. DuvALL, Clerk.''''

^

A letter from General Washington, of the 15th, was
laid before Congress, and read; and also, sundry inter-

cepted letters from Lord Howe to Governors Franklin,

Penn, Eden, Dunmore, Martin and Wright, together with

sundry letters to several private persons:^

• See p. 532, ante.

* The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Maryland, Credentials of

Delegates.

'Washington's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio

225. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 258.
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The several letters being opened by order of Congress,

Resolved, That the letters from Lord Howe, with the

proclamations enclosed, be referred to a committee of

three

;

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.
[Robert Treat] Paine and Mr. [Charles] Carroll.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

examine the private letters, and deliver to the persons to

whom directed, such of said letters as contain nothing but

private matters.^

A letter of the 17th from General Washington, together

with sundry despatches? from General Schuyler

;

Also, a letter from Brigadier General Mercer, of the

16, were received and read:"

Resolved, That the said letters be referred to the Board
of War.
A letter of the 14 July, from the committee of inspec-

tion for the county of Cumberland, was read ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That an order for two thousand six hundred

dollars be sent to the committee of inspection and obser-

vation for the county of Cumberland, for the use of the

troops raising in that county for the flying camp ; the said

committee to be accountable.

Resolved, That a member be added to the Board of War

:

The ballots being taken, Mr. Charles Carroll of Carroll

-

ton was elected.

The committee appointed to prepare a plan of treaties

to be entered into with foreign states or kingdoms, brought

in a report, which was read

:

'The manuscript Journals do not indicate the members of this committee; but the

printed Journals show that they were the same as were just named for the committee

on Howe's letters.

''The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 233. It is printed in Writings of Washington ( Ford ) , IV, 260. That of Mercer is

in No. 159, folio 143.

15664^voL V—06 11
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PLAN OF TREATIES.'

There'' shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal Peace, and a true

and sincei'C Friendship between the most serene and mighty Prince,

Lewis the Sixteenth, the most Christian King, his Heirs and Succes-

sors, and the united States of America; and the Subjects of the most

Christian King, and of the said States; and between the Countries,

Islands, Cities, and Towns situate under the Jurisdiction of the most

Christian King and of the said united States, and every of them, and

the People and Inhabitants thereof of every degree; with out Excep-

tion of Persons or Places; and the Terms herein after mentioned shall

be perpetual between the most Christian King, his Heirs and Succes-

sors, and the said united States.

Art. 1. The Subjects of the most Christian King shall pay no other

Duties or Imposts in the Ports, Havens, Roads, Countries, Islands,

Cities, or Towns of the said united States, or any of

Agreed them, than the Natives thereof, or any Commercial

Companies established by them or any of them, shall

pay, but shall enjoy all other the Rights, Liberties, Priviledges,

Immunities, and P^xemptions in Trade, Navigation and Commerce in

passing from one Part thereof to another, and in going to and from

'The original draft of this report, with the forms and certificates appended,

all in the writing of John Adams, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 47,

folios 129-149. The report was sent to the printer and two copies of the printed

form are in the same volume, folios 151 and 161. One was used during the discussion

for noting the action taken, and the other contains manuscript notes by James Wil-

son. Wilson probably used his copy in preparing the Instructions, printed under

September 24. The printed report was substantially the document prepared by
Adams, save that the King or the United States are never mentioned by name. Thus
the first article reads in print: "There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal

peace, and a true and sincere friendship between A. and B. and the subjects of A.

and of B. and between the countries, islands, cities and towns situate under the

jurisdiction of A. and of B. and the people and inhabitants thereof of every degree,

without exception of persons or places; and the Terms herein after mentioned shall

be perpetual between A. and B. '

' The first of the printed reports is designated as No.

1. in these notes and what is taken from the second will be noted as " James W^ilson."

No. 1. carries an endorsement: "Plan of treaties, gone through in com*^*" of the

whole Aug. 27, 1776, and recommitted, that instructions may be drawn conformable

thereto. August 29, 1776. The Com«^ farther empowered to prepare such instruc-

tions as to them shall seem jiroper and to make report thereof to Congress. The
final form of the Plan is printed under September 17, post.

2 In the margin is written: "Coll. of State Tracts, 109. Coll. of Sea Laws, 541."
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the same, from and to any Part of the World, which the said Natives,

or Companies enjoy.

'

Akt. 2d. The Subjects, People and Inhabitants of the said united

States and every of them shall pay no other Duties, or Imposts in the

Ports, Havens, Koads, Countries, Islands, Cities or
pass'd = Towns of the most Christian King, than the Natives

of such Countries, Islands, Cities, or Towns of France,

or any commercial Companies established by the most Christian King
shall pay, but shall enjoy all other the Rights, Liberties, Priviledges,

Immunities and Exemptions in Trade, Navigation and Commerce, in

passing from one Part thereof to another, and in going to and from
the same, from and to any Part of the World, which the said Natives,

or Companies enjoy.^

Art. 3. The most Christian King shall endeavour, by all the Means
in his Power to protect and defend all Vessells, and the Effects belong-

ing to the Subjects, People or Inhabitants of the said

Pass'd^ united States, or any of them, being in his Ports,

Havens, or Roads, or on the Seas, near to his Coun-
tries, Islands, Cities, or Towns, and to recover and restore, to the

right owners, their Agents or Attornies, all such Vessells, and Effects,

which shall be taken, within his Jurisdiction; and his Ships of War,
or any Convoys sailing under his Authority, shall upon all occasions,

take under their Protection all Vessells belonging to the Subjects,

People or Inhabitants of the said united States, or any of them, and
holding the same Course, or going the same Way, and shall defend such

Vessells as long as they hold the same Course, or go the same Way
against all Attacks, Force, and Violence, in the same manner, as they

ought to protect and defend Vessells belonging to the Subjects of the

most Christian King.

Akt. 4. In like manner the said united States, and their Ships of

War and Convoys sailing under their Authority shall pi-otect and
defend all Vessells and Effects belonging to the Sub-

Pass'd jects of the most Christian King, and endeavour to

recover and restore them, if taken within the Juris-

diction of the said united States, or any of them.

• "The 22d Article comes in here." James Wilson.

' "The additional Resolution to follow this Article " is on margin of No. 1 of the

printed reports.

'In the margin is written: "Q. Should there not be an exception of .\sia, and
perhaps of Africa."

*"A Resolution to be subjoined to this iU-ticle," is on margin of No. 1.
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Art. 5. The most Christian King and the said united States shall

not receive, nor sufl'er to be received into any of their Ports, Havens,

Roads, Countries, Islands, Cities or Towns, any Pirates,

Pass'd or Sea Robbers, or afford, or suffer any Entertain-

ment, Assistance, or Provision to be afforded to them,

but shall endeavour by all Means, that all Pyrates, and Sea Robbers,

and their Pai-tners, Sharers, and Aliettors be found out, apprehended,

and suffer condign Punishment; and all the Vessells and Effects

piratically taken, and brought into the Ports or Havens of the most

Christian King, or the said united States, which can be found, altho

they be Sold, shall be restored, or Satisfaction given therefor to the

right owners, their Agents or Attornies demanding the same, and mak-

ing the right of Property to appear by due Proof.

'

Art. 6. The most Christian King shall protect, defend and secure,

as far as in his Power, the Subjects, People and Inhabitants of the

said united States and every of them, and their Ves-
Pa»s-d= sells and Effects of every Kind, against all Attacks,

Assaults, Violences, Injuries, Depredations or Plun-

derings by or from the King or Emperor of Morocco, or Fez, and the

States of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, and any of them, and every other

Prince, State and Power, on the Coast of Barbary in Africa and the

Subjects of the said Kings, Emperors,^ or States, and Powers, and of

every of them, in the same manner, and as effectually and fully, and as

much to the Benefit Advantage Ease and Safety of the said united

States and every of them, and of the Subjects, People, and Inhab-

itants thereof, to all Intents and Purposes, as the King and Kingdom
of Great Britain, before the Commencement of the present War, pro-

tected, defended, and secured the People and Inhabitants of the said

united States, then called the British Colonies, in North America, their

Vessells and Effects, against all such Attacks, Assaults, Violences,

Injuries, Depredations and Plunderings.*

' In the margin is written: "See all the Articles in Sea Laws from pa. 544 to 549.

Art. 19, and 24 in pa. 542. Art. 10, in pa. 520. Art. 5, in p. 519, if proper."

' "With additional E " is on margin of No. 1.

'The printed report ends with this word of the text, adding "&c. in as full a

manner, &c."
* " If France should undertake an Expedition to recover what she lost in the West

Indies during the last War with G. Britain, we will in that Expedition supply

France with Provisions and refuse to supply any to G. Britain.

" Qu. Whether it would not be proper if it should be insisted upon, to accede to
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Art. 7. If tho most Christian Kino- ijhall in ConBcqiioncc of this

Tro iitv. onn-noo in ii War with the King of Great Britain, the said

united States , shall not assist tho latter.

Art. 7. If, in Consequence of this Treaty, the King of Great Brit-

ain, should declare War, against the most Christian King, the said

united States shall not assist Great Britain, in such

p. p.

»

War, with Men, Money, Ships, or any of the Articles

in this treaty denominated Contraband Goods or in

any other Way.—And if France to fav'uur tho said united States shall

join with them in their prescntWar against Groat Britain, they shall

Art. S. In Case of any War between the most Christian King and

the King of Great Britain, the most Christian King, shall never invade,

nor under any pretence ' attempt to invade or get Possession for , to

possess himself of Labradore, New Britain, Nova Scotia, Accaclia,

Canada, Florida, nor any of the Countries, Cities, or Towns, on the

Continent of North America, nor of the Islands of Newfoundland, Cape
Breton, St. John's, Anticosti*, nor of any other Island lying near to the

said Continent, in the Seas, or in any Gulph, Bay, or Kiver, it being

the true Intent and meaning of this Treaty, that the said united States,

shall have the sole, exclusive, undivided and perpetual Possession of

all the Countries, Cities, and Towns, on the said Continent, and of all

Islands near to it, which now are, or lately were under the Jurisdic-

tion of or Subject to the King or Crown of Great Britain, whenever
the same can be invaded, and conquered by tho said united States, or

shall in any manner submit to or bo shall be united or confederated

with the said united States.^

an exclusive Contract during a Term of' for Masts and naval Stores, as far as we
can spare them?

" Qu. Whether it will not be proper to engage that the United States will not
stipulate in Favour of G. Britain upon a Peace with her, Terms of Commerce more
advantageous than they will stipulate in Favour of France." James Wilson.

'Postponed "for consideration" on margin of No. 1, and the last sentence of the
article has been enclosed in ink lines.

"Although this sentence is stricken out in the Adams manuscript, it appears in the
printed report.

'These three words were inserted by Charles Thomson. They are noted in the
margin of No. 1 in his writing.

* Wilson adds: "Bermudas nor Bahama Islands."

'In No. 1 is inserted at this point, in the writing of Charles Thomson, the para-

graph on fisheries that appears as Art. Ill in the final form, but it reads: "That \.

be permitted to retaui &c."
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Art. 9. Nor shall the most Christian King, at any Time, make any

Claim, or Demand's to the said Countries, Islands, Cities, and Towns

mentioned in the next preceding Article, or any of them, or to any

Part thereof, for, or on Account of any Assistance afforded to the said

united States, in attacking or conquering the same, or in obtaining

such a Submission, or Confederation as has been mentioned in the said

Preceding Articles, nor on any other Account whatever.^

Art. 10. If in any War, the most Christian King, shall conquer, or

get Possession of the Islands in the West Indies, now mider the Juris-

diction of the King or Crown of Great Britain, or any

Agreed of them. Or any Dominions of the said King or Crown
in Europe, any other Parts of the Woi'ld, the Subjects,

People and Inhabitants of the said united States, and every of them

shall enjoy the same Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Immunities and

Exemptions in Trade, Commerce and Navigation to and from the said

Islands, and Dominions, that are mentioned in the Second Article of

this Treaty.

Art. 11. It is the true Intent and Meaning of this Treaty, that no

higher or other Duties shall be imposed on the Exportiition of any

Thing of the Growth, Production, or Manufacture of

Agreed the Islands in the West Indies now belonging or which

may hereafter belong to the most Christian King, to

the said united States, or any of them, than the lowest that are or shall

be imposed on the Exportation thereof to France or to any other Part

of the World.'

Art. 12. It is agreed, by and between the said Pai'ties that no Duties

whatever more than per Gallon shall ever here

Agreed after be imposed on the Exportation of Mollasses, from

any of the Islands and Dominions of the most Chris-

tian King in the West Indies to any of these united States.

Art. 13. The Subjects, People, and Inhabitants of the said united

States, or any of them, being Merchants and residing

Agreed in France, and their Property, and Effects of every

Kind, shall be exempt from the Droit de Aubeine.^

' Against this paragr.apli is written '
' rejected.

'

' It appears in the printed form, but

is stricken out with the pen in both No. 1 and the Wilson copy.

^ "Not to be insisted on if it will imperil the Treaty." Jame» Wilson.

' As illustrating the caution used in the printed report this paragraph is printed as

follows: " The subjects or people of B. being merchants and residing in and

their property and effects shall be exempt from ."

" Press this hard; but destroy not the Treaty for it." James Wilson.
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Art. 14. The Merchant Ship of either of the Parties, which shall be

making into a Port belonging to the Enem3' of the other Ally, and con-

cerning who.se Voyage, and the Species of Goods on
Agreed board hcr, there shall be just Grounds of Suspicion,

shall be obliged to exhibit, as well upon the high Seas

as in the Ports and Havens, not only her Passports, but like wise Cer-

tificates, expressly shewing that her Goods are not of the Number of

those which have been prohibited, as Contraband.'

Art. 15. That if by the exhibiting of the aljovesaid Certificates, the

other Party discover there are any of those Sorts of Goods, which are

prohibited and declared Contraband, and consigned for

Agreed a Port Under the obedience of his Enemies, it shall not

be lawful to break up the Hatches of such Ship, or to

open any Chest, Coffers, Packs, Casks, or any other Vessells foimd

therein or to remove the smallest Parcells of her Goods, whether such

Ship belong to the Subjects of France, or the Inhabitants of the said

united States, unless the lading be brought on Shore in the Presence

of the officers of the Court of Admiralty, and an Inventory thereof

made; but there shall be no allowance to sell, exchange, or alienate the

same in any manner, untill after that due and lawfull Process shall have

been had against such prohibited Goods, and the Court of Admiralty

shall, by a Sentence pronounced, have confiscated the same, saving

always as well the Ship itself, as any other Goods found therein, which

by this Treaty, are to be esteemed free; neither may they be detained

on Pretence of their being as it were infected by the prohibited Goods,

much less shall they be confiscated as lawfull Prize: But if not the

whole Cargo, but only Part thereof shall consist of prohibited or con-

traband Goods, and the Commander of the Ship shall be ready and

willing to deliver them to the Captor who had discovered them, in such

Case the Captor having received those Goods, shall forthwith discharge

the Ship, and not hinder her by any Means freely to j^rosecute the

Voyage on which she was bound.^

Art. 16. On the Contrary, it is agreed, that whatever shall be found

to be laden ^ bv the Subjects and Inhabitants of either Party, on any

' '

' Ships carry'd into Port in Consequence of this Article on supposed [just] Grounds
of Suspicion but proving innocent, shall be entitled to Satisfaction for the Expences
and Damages by Delay, &c." James Wilson.

' " Enemies Goods on Board the Ships of either party liable to Capture." James
Wilson.

^This word was printed "taken" in No. 1.
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Ship belonging to the Enemy of the other, or to his Subjects, the

whole, although it be not of the Sort of prohibited Goods, may be

confiscated in the same Manner as if it belonged to

Agreea the Enemy himself, except such Goods and Merchan-

dises as were put on board such Ship before the Dec-

laration of War, or even after such Declaration, if so be it were done

without Knowledge of such Declaration. So that the Goods of the SuVj-

jects and People of either Party, whether they be of the Nature of such

as are prohibited, or otherwise which, as, is aforesaid, were put on board

any Ship belonging to an Enemy before the War, or after the Decla-

ration of the Same, within the Time and without Knowledge of it,

shall noways be liable to Confiscation, but shall well and truly be

restored without delay to the Proprietors demanding the same—but so

as that if the said Merchandises be contraband, it shall not be any

Ways lawfuU to carry them after wards to any Ports belonging to the

Enemy.
Art. 17. And that more effectual Care may be taken, for the

Security of the Subjects, and Inhabitants of both Parties, that they

suffer no Injury by the Men of War or Privateers

Agreed of the other Party, all the Commanders of the Ships

of the most Christian King, and of the said united

States and all their Subjects and Inhabitants, shall be forbid, doing

any Injury, or Damage to the other Side; and if they act to the con-

trary, they shall be punished, and shall more over be bound to make

Satisfaction for all matter of Damage, and the Interest thereof, by

Reparation, under the Pain and Obligation of their Person and Goods.

Art. 18. All Ships, and Merchandises, of what Nature so ever, which

shall be rescued out of the Hands of any Pirates, or Robbers on the

high Seas, shall be brought into some Port of either

Agreed State, and shall be delivered to the Custody of the

officers of that Port, in order to be restored entire to

the true Proprietor, as soon, as due and sufficient Proof shall be made,

concerning the Property, thereof.

Art. 19. It shall be lawfuU for the Ships of War of either Party

and Privateers, freely to carry whither so ever they please, the Ships

and Goods, taken from their Enemies, without being

Agreed obliged to pay any Duty to the Officers of the Admi-

ralty or any other Judges; nor shall such Prizes be

arrested, or seized, when they come to, and enter the Ports of either

Party; nor shall the Searchers, or other Officers of those Places search
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the same, or make Examination concerning the Lawfullness of such

Prizes, but they may hoist Sail, at any Time and depart and carry

their Prizes to the Place expressed in their Commissions, which the

Commanders of such Ships of War shall be obliged to shew: on the

Contrary, no Shelter, or Refuge shall be given in their Ports to such

as shall have made Prize of the Subjects, People, or Property, of

either of the Parties; but if such should come in, being forced by

Stress of Weather, or the Danger of the Sea, all proper Means shall

be vigorously used, that they go out, and retire from thence as soon

as possible.

Art. 20. If any Ships belonging to either of the Parties, their

People, or Subjects shall, within the Coasts or Dominions of the other,

stick upon the sands or be wrecked, or suffer any other

Agreed Damage, all friendly assistance and Relief shall be

given to the Persons Ship wrecked, or such as shall

be in danger thereof; and Letters of Safe Conduct shall likewise be

given to them for their free and quiet Passage from thence, and the

Return of every one to his own Country.

Art. 21. That in Case the Subjects and Inhabitants of Either Party,

with their Shipping, whether public, and of War, or private and of

Merchants be forced through Stress of Weather, Pur-

Agreed suit of Pirates or Enemies or any other urgent Neces-

sity, for Seeking of Shelter and Harbour to retreat,

and enter into anj^ of the Rivers, Creeks, Bays, Havens, Roads, Ports,

or Shores, belonging to the other Party; they shall be i-eceived and

treated with all Humanity, and Kindness, and enjoy all friendly Pro-

tection and Help; and they shall be permitted to refresh and provide

themselves, at reasonable Rates, with Victuals and all Things needfuU

for tlie Sustenance of their Persons, or Reparation of their Ships, and

Conveniency of their Voyage; and they shall no Ways be detained

or hindered fi'om retui'ning out of the said Ports or Roads, but may
remove and depart when and whither they please, without any Lett

or Hindrance;

Art. 22. The Subjects, Inhabitants, Merchants, Commanders of

Ships, Masters and Mariners of the States, Provinces, and Dominions of

each Party respectively, shall abstain and forbear to

Agreedi trade and fish in all Places possessed, or which shall be

possessed by the other Party The most Christian

' In margin of No. 1 is written, in tlie writing of Charles Thomson: "to be trans-

posed and placed so as immediately to follow the 8th."
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Kings Subjects shall not fish in the Havens, Bays, Creeks, Roads,

Coasts, or Places, which, the said united States hold or shall hereafter

hold: and in like manner, the Subjects, People, and Inhabitants of the

said united States, shall not fish in the Havens, Bays, Creeks, Roads,

Coasts, or Places, which the saM most Christian King possesses, or shall

hereafter possess; and if any Ship or Vessell shall be found trading

fishing, contrary to the Tenor of this Treaty, the said Ship or Vessell,

with its Lading, Proof being made thereof, shall be confiscated;

—

Art. 23. For the better promoting of Commerce on both Sides, it is

agreed, that if a War should break out between the Said two Nations,

Six Months, after the Proclamation of War, shall be
Affreea allowed to the Merchants, in the Cities and Towns

where they live, for selling and transporting their

Goods and Merchandizes; and if any Thing be taken from them, or

any Injury be done them within that Term b}^ either Party, or the

People or Subjects of either, full Satisfaction shall be made for the

Same.

Art. 24. No Subjects of the most Christian King, shall apply for,

or take any Commission or Letters of Marque for arming any Ship or

Ships to act as Privateers, against the said united States

AKri'cd or any of them, or against the Subjects, People, or

Inhabitants of the said united States or any of them,

or against the Propert}^ of any of the Inhabitants of any of them, from

any Prince, or State with which the said united States shall be at War:

'

Nor shall any Citizen, Subject, or Inhabitant, of the said united

States or any of them, apply for, or take any Commission or Letters

of Marque for arming any Ship or Ships to act as Privateers, against

the Subjects of the most Christian King or any of them, or the Prop-

erty of any of them, from any Prince or State, with which the said

King shall be at War: And if any Person of either Nation shall take

such Commissions or Letters of Marque, he shall be punished as a

Pirate.

Art. 25. It shall not be lawfull for any foreign Privateers not being

belonging [to] Subjects of the said most Christian King, nor Citizens

of the said united States, who have Commissions from
Agreed any other Prince or State, in Enmity with either

Nation, to fit their Shijjs in the Ports of either the one

or the other of the aforesaid Parties, to Sell what they have taken, or

in any other manner whatsoever to exchange either Ships, Merchan-

'In the margin is written: "comp. Coll. Treaties pa. 20."
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dizes, or any other Lading: neither shall they be allowed even to

purchase Victuals, except such as shall be necessary for their going

to the next Port of that Prince or State from which they have Com-
missions.^

Art. 26. It shall be lawfull for all and Singular the Subjects of the

said most Christian King, and the Citizens, People, and Inhabitants of

the said united States, to Sail with their Ships, with all

Agreed manner of Liberty and Security; no distinction being

made, who are the Proprietors of the Merchandizes

laden there on from any Port, to the Places of those who now are, or here-

after shall be at Enmity with the most Christian King, or the imited

States. It shall likewise be lawfull for the Subjects and Inhabitants

aforesaid, to sail with the Ships and Merchandizes aforementioned; and

to trade with the same Liberty, and Security, from the Places, Ports,

and Havens of those who are Enemies of both or either Party, without

any opposition or Disturbance whatsoever, not only directly from the

Places of the Enemy aforementioned to neutral Places; but also from

one Place belonging to an Enemy, to another Place belonging to an

Enemy, whether they be under the Jurisdiction of the same Prince or

under Several; And it is hereby Stipulated that fi'ee Ships shall also

give a Freedom to Goods, and that every Thing shall be deemed to be

free and exempt, which shall be found on board the Ships, belonging to

the Subjects of either of the Confederates; although the whole Lading

or any Part thereof, should appertain to the Enemies of Either, Con-

traband Goods being always excepted. It is also agreed in like man-

ner, that the same Liberty, be extended to Persons, who are on board

a free Ship with this Effect, that although they be Enemies to both or

cither Party, they are not to be taken out of that free Ship, unless

they are Soldiers, and in actual Service of the Enemies.''

Art. 27. This Liberty of Navigation and Commerce shall extend to

all Kinds of Merchandizes, excepting those onl}' which are distin-

guished by the Name of Contraband: and under this

Agroed Name of Contraband, or prohibited Goods, shall be

comprehended Arms, Great Guns, Bombs with their

Fuzees, and other Things belonging to them; Fire-Balls, Gunpowder,
Match, Cannon Ball, Pikes, Swords, Lances, Spears, Halberds, Mor-
tars, Petards, Granadoes, Saltpetre, Musketts, Muskett Balls, Hel-

' In the margin ia written "pa. 4." "Thisnotto be insisted upon." James Wilson.

^ "This to be obtained if possible; but not to be insisted on so as to break off the

Treaty." James Wilson.
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mets, Head Pieces, Breast Plates, Coats of Mail, and the like Kinds

of Arms proper for arming Soldiers, Muskett-rests, Belts, Horses

with their Furniture, and all other war like Instruments whatever.'

These Merchandizes which follow, shall not be reckoned amonc^ Con-

traband or prohibited Goods; that is to Say, all Sorts of Cloths, and

all other Manufactures woven of any Wool, Flax, Silk, Cotton, or any

other Materials whatever; all Kinds of Wearing apparell, together

with the Species whereof they are used to be made ; Gold and Silver,

as well coined as uncoined, Tin, Iron, Lead, Copper, Brass, Coals;

as also Wheat and Barley, and any other Kind of Corn and Pulse;

Tobacco, and likewise all manner of Spices; Salted and Smoaked Flesh,

Salted Fish, Cheese and Butter, Beer, Oils, Wines, Sugars, and all

Sorts of Salt; and in general, all Provisions which Serve for the

Nourishment of Mankind, and the Sustenance of Life: Furthermore,

all Kinds of Cotton, Hemp, Flax, Tar, Pitch, Eopes, Cables, Sails,

Sail Cloths Anchors, and any Parts of Anchors; also Ships Masts,

Planks, Boards, and Beams, of what Trees Soever; and all other

Things proper either for building or repairing Ships, and all other

Goods whatever which have not been worked into the Form of any

Instrument or Thing prepared for War, by Land or by Sea, shall not

be reputed Contraband, much less such as have been already wrought

and made up for any other use; all which shall wholly be reckoned

among free Goods; as likewise all other Merchandizes and Things

which are not comprehended, and particularlj^ mentioned in the fore-

going Enumeration of Contraband Goods; So that they may be trans-

ported and carried in the freeest Manner by the Subjects of both

Confederates,^ even to Places belonging to an Enemy, such Towns or

Places being only excepted as are at that time besieged, blocked up,

or invested.

Art. 28. To the End that all manner of Dissentions and Quarrells

may be avoided and prevented on one Side and the other, it is agreed,

that in Case either of the Parties hereto, should be

Agreed engaged in War, the Ships and Vessells belonging to

the Subjects or People of the other Ally, must be fur-

nished with Sea Letters or Passports expressing the Name, Property

and Bulk of the Ship, as also the Name and Place of Habitation of the

'Charles Thomson has written on the margin of No. 1, but struck out: "indigo

and all other materials for dying." It is also written on the Wilson copy.

2 "Qu. Whether this should not be 'Partner.' " James Wilson.
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Master or Commander of the said Ship, that it may appear thereby,

that the Ship really and truly belongs to the Subjects of one of the

Parties; which Passports shall be made out and granted according to

the Form annexed to this Treaty; they shall likewise be recalled every

Year that is, if the Ship happens to return home within the Space of

a Year. It is likewise agreed, that such Ships being laden, are to be

provided, not only with Passports as abovementioned, but also with

Certificates, containing the Several Particulars of the Cargo, the

Place whence the Ship sailed, and whither She is bound; that so it

may be known whether any forbidden or contraband Goods, be on

board the same; which Certificates shall be made out by the Oflacers of

the Place whence the Ship Set Sail, in the accustomed Form. And if

any one shall think it fit or advisable to express in the said Certificates

the Person to whom the Goods on board belong, he may freely do so.

Art. 29. The Ships of the Subjects and Inhabitants of either of the

Parties, coming upon any Coast belonging to either of the said Allies,

but not willing to enter into Port, or being entered

Agreed into Port, and not willing to unload their Cargoes, or

break Bulk, shall not be obliged to give an Account

of their Lading, unless they should be Suspected, upon some manifest

Tokens, of carrying to the Enemy of the other Ally, any prohibited

Goods called Contraband. And in Case of such manifest Suspicion,

the said Subjects and Inhabitants, of either of the Parties, shall be

obliged to exhibit in the Ports, their Passports and Certificates, in

the manner l)efore Specified.

Akt. 30. That if the Ships of the said Subjects, People or Inhab-

itants of either of the Parties, shall be met with, either Sailing along

the Coasts, or on the high Seas, by any Ship of War
Agreed of the other, or by any Privateers, the said Ships of

War or Privateers, for the avoiding of any disorder,

shall remain out of Cannon Shot, and may send their Boats, aboard

the Merchant Ship, which they shall so meet with, and may enter her

to the Number of two or three Men only, to whom the Master or

Commander of such Ship or Vessell shall exhibit his Passport, con-

cerning the Property of the Ship, made out according to the Forms
inserted in this present Treaty; and the Ship when she shall have

shewed such Passport, shall be free and at Liberty to pursue her Voy-

age, so as it shall not be lawfull to molest or search her in any Man-
ner, or to give her Chase, or force her to quit her intended Course.
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To succeed the 30th Article *

It is also agreed that all Goods when once put on board the Ships or

Vessels of either Parties shall be subject to no farther Visitation, but

all Visitation or Search shall be made before Hand; and all prohibited

Goods shall be stopt on the Spot, before the same be put on board the

Ships or Vessels of the respective State: Nor shall either the Persons

or Goods of the Subjects of His most christian Majesty or the United

States be put under any Arrest or molested by any other Kind of

Embargo for that Cause; and only the Subject of that State by whom
the said Goods have been or shall be prohibited and shall presume

to sell or alienate such sort of Goods shall be duly punished for the

Offence.

Fm'm of the Passports and Letters, which are to he given, to the Ships

and BarJcs, which shall go according to the twenty-seventh ^ Article of

this Treaty.

To all who shall See these Presents Greeting: It is hereby made

known, that Leave and Permission has been given to Mas-

ter and Commander of the Ship called of the Town of

Burthen Tons or thereabouts, lying at present in the

Port and Haven of and bound for and laden with

after that his Ship has been visited, and before Sailing, he

shall malve Oath before the officers who have the Jurisdiction of mari-

time Affairs, that the said Ship belongs to one or more of the Subjects

of the Act whereof shall be put at the End of these Pres-

ents; as liliewise that he will keep and cause to be kept by his Crew,

on board, the Marine ordinances and Regulations, and enter in the

proper Office a List signed and witnessed containing the Names and

Siruames, the Places of Birth and Abode of the Crew of his Ship, and

of all who shall embark, on board her, whom he shall not take on board

without the Knowledge and Permission of the officers of the Marine;

and in every Poi't or Haven where he shall enter with his Ship, he shall

shew this present Leave to the officers and Judges of the Marine, and

shall give a faithfuU account to them of what passed and was done

during his Voyage, and he shall carry the Colours, Arms, and Ensigns

of the King, (or of the united States) during his Voyage. In Witness

' This amendment, in the writing of Edward Rutledge, is in the Papers of the Con-

tinental Congress, No. 47, folio 145a. It was inserted by Charles Thomson on No. 1.

and by Wilson on his copy.

* The number is in a writing other than that of John Adams.
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whereof, We have Signed these Presents, and put the Seal of our Arms
thereunto, and caused the Same to be countersigned by at

the Day of 17 .

Fm'm of the Act containing the Oath,

We of the Admiralty of do certify that

Master of the Ship named iu the above Passport, hath taken the oath

mentioned therein. Done at the Day of 17 .

Form of the Certificates to ie required ofand to he given hy the .

trates or officers of the Customs of the To^on and Port in their resj>ec-

tive Towns and Ports, to the Ships and VesseUs,which Sailfrom thence,

accoi'ding to the Directions of the Ai^ticle of this

We A. B. Magistrate, (or) officers of the Customs of the Town and

Poi't of C. do certify and attest, that on the Day of the Month of

in the Year of our Lord 17 D. E. of F. personally appeared

before Us, and declared by a Solemn Oath, that the Ship or Vessell

called G. of about Tons whereof H. I. of K. his usual Place of

Habitation, is Master or Commander, does rightfully and ^iroperly

belong to him and others Subjects of and to them alone: That

She is now bound from the Port of L. to the Port of M. laden with the

Goods and Merchandizes here under particularly described and enu-

merated, that is to Say, as follows.

In Witness whereof we have Signed this Certificate, and Sealed it

with the Seal of our office. Given the day of the Month of

in the Year of our Lord 17 .

Ordered, To lie ou tlie table.

Resolved, That the draught of Ephraim Blaine, for two
thousand dollars, for account of blankets, purchased by
order of Congress for the continental troops in Virginia,

be paid, and charged to account of said E[phraim]
Blaine.^

Resolved, That the convention of Pensylvania be in-

formed, that the Congress have agreed to the raising a

'A letter of Ephraim Blaine, dated July 12, is in the Papers vf the Continental Con-

gress, No. 165, folio 291.
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batallion in the counties of Westmoreland and Bedford,

for the defence of the western frontiers, and request them
immediately to recommend proper persons to Congress for

field oflBcers for said batallion.

Resolved., That two members be added to the committee

appointed to contract for the making cannon

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase and Mr.
[Thomas] Heyward.
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, JULY 19, 1776

Resolved., That two months pay be advanced to Colonel

Kirmovan; he to be accountable.

Resolved., That an order for 400 dollars, be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of David S. Franks, in full of

Brigadier General David Wooster's draught, on Jona-

than Trumbull, in his favour dated at Chambly, the 30th

of May, 1776.

Resolved., That the subaltern officers of the German bat-

allion, do not rank from the dates of their commissions,

but that their rank be established hereafter by Congress.

The committee of safety [of Pennsylvania], having rec-

ommended Frederick Rowlwagen, Peter Boyer, William

Rice, and Jacob Bower, for first lieutenants: George
Schaffer, George Hawbecker, John Landenberger, and
Frederick Yeiser, for second lieutenants : John Weidman,
Christian Helm, Christian [Christopher] Godfried Swartz,

and Jacob Cramer, ensigns, of the four German companies
raising in Pensylvania.

Resolved, That they be accepted, and that commissions

be granted to them accordingly.

Resolved, That the Declaration passed on the 4th, be

fairly engrossed on parchment, with the title and stile of
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"The unanimous declaration of the thirteen United States

of America," and that the same, when engrossed, be

signed by every member of Congress.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Schuyler be desii'ed to enquire

into the complaints of the soldiers under his command,
and give strict orders, that no higher price be charged for

the goods furnished to the soldiers, than the first cost of

them, and five per cent, for charges

:

That the resolution of Congi'ess, prohibiting any ofScer

from holding more offices than one, be sent to General

Schuyler

:

That a letter be written to General Schuyler, request-

ing him to recommend, in the strongest terms, harmony
between the officers and troops of the different states ; to

discountenance and suppress all provincial refiections and
ungenerous jealousies of every kind, and to promote, by
every possible means, discipline, order, and zeal in the

public service.

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the con-

vention of Pensylvania, to hasten, with all possible expe-

dition, the march of the associators into New Jersey,

agreeable to a former request of Congress.

Resolved, That the delegates of Maryland be directed

to inform the commanding officer of the Maryland troops,

that the Congress expect he will immediately march with
his troops to New York.

The committee appointed to prepare a resolution for

subjecting to confiscation the property of the subjects of

Great Britain, &c. brought in the same, which was read:

Ordered, To lie on the table, and that the same be

taken into consideration on Monday next.
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The Congress proceeded to the election of a deputy

adjutant general for the flying camp; and the ballots be-

ing taken,

Samuel Griffin, Esq^ was elected.

Resolved, That Mr. Grif&n, as deputy adjutant general,

have the rank of colonel.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to

contract with Mr. Mirtle for the importation of goods to

the amount of £30,000 sterling, at his risque, and £15,000

sterling, at the risque of the United States of America,

for the public service.

That the Marine Committee be empowered to purchase

a swift sailing vessel, to be employed by the Secret Com-
mittee in importing said goods.

The committee appointed to enquire into the causes of

the miscarriages in Canada, brought in a report, which
was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the committee have leave to sit again.

The committee, to whom the letters from Lord Howe
to Mr. [William] Franklin, &c. ||were referred ||, brought

in a report, which was taken into consideration: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That a copy of the cu'cular letters, and of

the declarations they enclosed from Lord Howe to Mr.
W[illiam] Franklin, Mr. Penn, Mr. Eden, Lord Dunmore,
Mr. Martin, and Sir James Wright, late governors, which
were sent to Amboy, by a flag, and forwarded to Congi'ess

by General Washington, be published in the several ga-

zettes, that the good people of these United States may
be informed of what nature are the commissioners, and
what the terms, with the expectation of which, the insidi-

ous coui't of Britain has endeavoured to amuse and disarm

them, and that the few, who still remain suspended by a
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hope founded either in the justice or moderation of their

late King, may now, at length, be convinced, that the

valour alone of their country is to save its liberties/

The Congress proceeded to the election of commis-
sioners for settling the accounts of New York; and, the

ballots being taken,

Mr. Wm. Denning, Mr. Thomas Smith, and Mr. James
Stevenson, were elected.

A letter from General Lee dated at Charleston, South
Carolina, 2 July, instant, enclosing sundry papers, was
laid before Congress, and read

:

Ordered, That an extract of General Lee's letter be
published.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to contract for

the making cannon, be empowered to contract with
Messrs. Hughes for one thousand tons of cannon, on the

terms [by them] proposed.

Resolved, That the paper makers in Pennsylvania be
detained from proceeding with the associators to New
Jersey.^

Adjoui'nea to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, JULY 20, 1776

Resolved, That the letter from General Lee, with the
papers enclosed, which were received and read yesterday,

be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That the thanks of the United States of

America be given to Major General Lee, Colonel William
Moultrie, Colonel William Thompson, and the officers

and soldiers under their command, who, on the 28th of

June last, repulsed, with so much valom*, the attack

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 24 July, 1776.

'' Printed in the Pennsylvania Evening Post, 27 July, 1776.
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which was that day made on the state of South Carolina,

by the fleet and army of his Britannic majesty

:

That Mr. President transmit the foregoing resohition

to General Lee, Colonel Moultrie and Colonel Thompson.^

A petition and memorial of Monsieur Pelissier was pre-

sented to Congress, and read:^

Resolved^ That it be referred to the Board of War.

The committee appointed to settle a cartel for the

exchange of prisoners, brought in their report, which was

read:

Ordered, To lie on the table, and that the same be taken

into consideration on Monday next.

Rcaolvcd, That the commander in chief in each depart

ment be empowered to negotiate an exchange of priaoncro,

in the following manner: One cont.
^

Rcaolvcd, That thia Congrcas will on Thursday next

rcaolvc itaclf into a Committee of the Whole, to take into

conaidcration the plan of trcatioa.

The convention of Pensylvania having directed the

common prisoners to be removed from the new jail to

the old, and the said new jail to be given up to the Con-

gress for the use of the state prisoners,

Resolved, That Robert Jewel be appointed keeper of

said new jail, and that he take custody of the prisoners

committed to his charge.

Resolved, That the plan of treaties be printed for the

use of the members, under the restrictions and regula-

tions prescribed for printing the plan of confederation

;

and that, in the printed copy, the names of persons,

places and states, be omitted.*

1 A copy of Hancock's letter to Moultrie conveying these thanks ia in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 158, folio 533.

' This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 73.

' These resolves were finally adopted on July 22, post.

*See under July 18, p. 576, ante.
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Resolved^ That Brigadier General Lewis be directed to

forward to South Carohua, the whole five tons of powder
sent to him for the use of Vu'ginia and South CaroHna.

Resolved 1 That the sum of 3,000 dollars, part of the ten

thousand dollars voted for the commissioners of Indian

affairs in the middle department, be advanced to Mr.

James Wilson, to be by him forwarded to the commis-
sioners appointed to attend the treaty at Pittsburg.

Resolved, That the sum of 210 dollars be advanced

to , the captain of the guard, who is to escort the

prisoners from New Jersey to the place of their destina-

tion, in order to defray expences; he to be accountable.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That a brevet commission of lieutenant colonel

be granted to Mons. Jacque Antoine de Franchessin, a

knight of the order of St. Louis, an experienced officer in

the French service, and who is well recommended in let-

ters from abroad; and that he be ordered to join the

flying camp.
Resolved, That Dr. Senter be recommended to Dr.

Morgan; who is desired to examine him; and if, ||upon

examination,
II
he finds him qualifyed, to employ him in

the hospital as a surgeon.

A letter of the 19, from General Washington, enclosing

sundry papers ; and,

A letter of the 13th, from Governor Trumbull, with a

list of the cannon at New London, were laid before Con-
gress and read.^

Resolved, That the deputy quarter master general [for

the flying camp,] be directed to deliver to Colonel Small

-

' The letter from Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

II, folio 243. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 275. That o£

Trumbull is in No. 66, I, folio 211.
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wood, foi' the use of the Maryland troops, such necessa-

ries, as he has, belonging to the continent, as the said

troops may want.

The delegates of Pensylvania produced credentials of

a new appointment, which were read as follows:

In Convention for the State of Pennsylvania,

Saturday, July 20, 1776.

The House met According to Adjournment; when, according to the

Order of the Day, they Immediately proceeded to the Election of

Delegates to Serve in the Continental Congress; and chose for that

Service, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Colonel George Ross, George Clymer,

Esqf Robert Morris, Esq^ Colonel James Wilson, John Morton, Esq^

Dr. Benjamin Rush, Colonel James Smith, and George Taylor, Esqr

I do hereby certify the above to be a true Extract from the Minutes.

John Morris, Secretary.

Resolved, That Colonel Haslet be ordered immediately

to march with the troops under his command, to Phila-

delphia, thereto wait the fiu'ther order of Congress.

Resolved, That the sum of 200,000 dollars be sent to

the deputy pay master general for Vu'ginia; he to be

accountable.

The convention of Pensylvania having recommended
gentlemen for field officers of the batallion ordered to be

raised for the defence of the western frontiers, the

Congress proceeded to the election; when,
^neas M'Coy was elected colonel; George Wilson,

lieutenant colonel; Richard Butler, major.

Resolved, That the sum of 12,500 dollars be advanced

to Colonel M'Coy, for the bounty and expence of raising

said bataDion ; he to be accountable.

John Boyd is elected pay master to said batallion.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due.

To Captain Dundee, for his subsistence to the 19th

instant, and for carriage of baggage, 86 dollars:

To Dr. Beaumont, to the same date, 85 22/90 dollars:
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To Ensign William M'Leod, to 20tli instant, 110 60/90

dollars

:

To Finley Miller, surgeon's mate, 26th regiment, to the

19th of July instant, 79 dollars

:

To Ai'thur Wadman, lieutenant of the 26th regiment,

to the 22d of July instant, 162 60/90 dollars

:

To James Gill, surgeon of artillery, to the 19th of July

instant, 74 dollars

:

To Jacob Shalets, lieutenant of artillery, to the 19th of

July inst. 74 dollars

:

To Lieutenant Ibbetson Hamar, to the 19th of July

instant, 40 dollars

:

To Captain Heskett, for carriage, 75 30/90 dollars; and,

that the same ought to be paid, agreeable to their request,

to Peter Dundee, captain of the royal fuzileers

:

That there is due to Michael Brecht, for provisions and

attendance of sick soldiers at Reading, the sum of 17 42/90

dollars

:

To Bryan Lefferty, a hostage sent by General Schuyler,

for his subsistence and expences from Tryon county to

Philadelphia, 41 30/90 dollars

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, That Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin may, if he

thinks proper, send an answer to the letter he received

from Lord Howe.
The committee appointed to devise ways and means

for encreasing the flying camp, brought in their report,

which was read and taken into consideration: Where-
upon,

Resolved, That Brigadier General Lewis be directed to

order two batallions of the continental troops, in Virginia,

to march, with all possible despatch, to the flying camp,
in New Jersey, under the command of General Mercer

;

and that if the governor and privy council of Virginia
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shall have reason to apprehend an invasion of that state,

and shall call to its defence an equal number of minute

-

men or militia, the same, while in service, shall be on the

pay and support of the continent

:

That the convention of Pensylvania be requested to

augment their quota for the flying camp, with four bat-

allions of militia, and the convention of New Jersey to

raise, for the said flying camp, three batallious of militia,

in addition to those formerly desired by Congress, and

send the same, with all possible despatch, to the said

flying camp. And, that these several batallions be offi-

cered, paid and provided, as directed by the former reso-

lutions for forming said camp.

Resolved, That in case Mr. Heyman Levy order any

money to be paid in Albany to the deputy pay master

general for the northern department, the same shall, upon
advice of such money so paid, be repaid to him or his

order in Philadelphia.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, JULY 22, 1776

A letter of the 20th, from the convention of New Jer-

sey, and one of the 19th, from Ephraim Anderson, and a

petition from Levi Allen, were laid before Congress, and

read.^

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington,

received and read on Saturday last, be referred to the

Board of War.
The Congi-ess took into consideration the report of the

committee respecting an exchange of prisoners; Where-
upon,

'The letter of the convention of New Jersey is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 68, folio 195. That of Anderson is in No. 78, 1, folio 11. That of Levi Allen

ia in No. 42, 1, folio 15. With it is a letter of recommendation signed by leading Con-

necticut officers in the army.



July, 1776 599

Resolved, That the commauder in chief in each depart-

ment be empowered to negotiate an exchange of prisoners

in the following manner : one continental officer for one

of the enemy of equal rank, either in the land or sea serv-

ice, soldier for soldier, sailor for sailor, and one citizen for

another citizen

:

That each state hath a I'ight to make any exchange they

think proper for prisoners taken from them or by them.

Resolved, That the several commanders in chief, in each

department, be directed to exchange any officer in the

British service, now a prisoner in any of these states, of

or under the rank of colonel, for Colonel Ethan Allen.

^

Resolved, That the persons taken prisoners with Colonel

Ethan Allen, be put upon the same footing as those in

the continental service, and exchanged accordingly, as

opportunity presents.^

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee of ways and means; and, after debate,

the same was disagreed to.

The committee appointed to contract with Messrs.

Hughes for one thousand tons of cannon, for the use of

the United States, reported, that they have executed the

contract, in which is a covenant to advance Messrs.

Hughes 8,000 dollars.

Resolved, That an order for 8,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of Daniel and Samuel Hughes

;

they to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to

make immediate preparation for striking a farther sum of

five millions of dollars in bills of credit.

' In the Papas of the Continental Congress, No. 42, I, folio 23, is a single sheet contain-

ing these two resolutions, the second being in the writing of Charles Thomson. The
first sentence reads: "On reading the Memorial of Levi Allen, ordered." They were
published in the Pennsylvania Evening Post, 1 August, 1776. An added paragraph
reads: "All the printers are desired to publish the above order for the benefit of Col.

Allen, who has suffered much in the cause of his country."
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Resolved^ That Captain Joy have liberty to employ eight

prisoners by him heretofore employed in the business of

casting cannon.

The Board of Treasury reported, that they have exam-
ined the account of the committee of Lancaster for pre-

serving the peace of the borough, keeping the prisoners in

order, and for the protection of the magazines, and find,

that there is due, for the pay of the guard, as follows:

39 days to the captains, at 26 2/3 dollars per month,

34 60/90ths dollars

:

76 days to the lieutenants, at 18 dollars per month,

45 54/90ths dollars:

27 days to the ensigns, at 13 1/3 dollars per month, 12

dollars

:

143 days to the Serjeants, at 8 dollars per month, 38

12/90ths dollars.

-,,-,, nn I 421 days at 7 1/3 dollars per month,
141 LO niers >

60/90ths dollars

:

140 to drummers J
'

1470 days to privates, at 6 2/3 dollars per month, 326

60/90ths dollars; the whole amounting to 559 66/90ths

dollars

:

Ordered^ That the said sum be paid.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into consideration the articles of Confed-

eration ; and, after some time, the president resumed the

chair, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported, that the

committee have had under conaidcration the articles of

confederation and made some progress in the matter to

them referred ; but, not having finished, desire leave to

sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the articles of Confederation.
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The Marine Committee having recommended the fol-

lowing gentlemen for officers of the Rawleigh, namely,

Peter Shores, John Wheelwright, Josiah Shackford,

lieutenants; George Jerry Osborne, captain of marines;

Stephen Meads, first lieutenant; Nathaniel Thwing, sec-

ond lieutenant

:

Resolved, That they be accepted, and that commissions

be granted to them accordingly.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 1776

Sundry letters were received, and read, viz.

One from General Washington of the 21

:

Another from do. of the 22d, with three papers enclosed :

One from Governor Cooke of the 16

:

Two from Brigadier H. Mercer, of the 22d, with two
papers enclosed.^

Resolved, That the letters from General Washington

be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That the report of the committee on the cartel

entered into between Brigadier General Arnold and Cap-

tain Foster, and the resolutions passed thereon, be

published.

A letter from Brigadier General Mercer of the 20th,

was laid before Congress and read.^

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That twenty dollars be advanced to Isaac

Manes, a wounded soldier in Captain Cheeseman's com-
pany, and that he be sent to the general hospital.

' The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Coniinerdal Congress, No. 152,

II, folios 261 and 265. That of the 22d is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford),

IV, 282. That from Governor Cooke is in No. 64, folio 360.

' The letters of Mercer are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 145.
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The Board of War reported, that they have heard and

considered several matters alleged against the arrange-

ment made in the regiment ordered to be raised under

Colonel Dubois, and are of opinion, that no good purpose

would be answered by making any alteration therein;

and although many worthy officers who served in Canada
are yet unemployed, the Board can only lament that they

are not in the service, but hope something will, in futm-e,

turn up to enable Congress to place them in stations

equal to their merit

:

The same being again read, was agreed to.

On the remainder of the report from the Board of War,
the Congress came to the following resolutions :

Resolved., That General Washington be informed that

Congress have such an entire confidence in his judgment,

that they will give him no particular du'ections about the

disposition of the troops, but desu-e that he will dispose

of those at New York, the flying camp and Ticonderoga,

as to him shall seem most conducive to the public good

:

Resolved 1 That Congress approve of General Washing-
ton's having lent to the convention of New York, the

sum of money mentioned in his letter of the 19th instant

:

Resolved, That Monsieur St. Martin be appointed an

engineer, in the southern department with rank of lieu-

tenant colonel, and that he be directed to repair to New
York, and put himself under the command of General

Washington.

Resolved, That Dr. David Griffith be appointed to the

stations of chaplain and surgeon in the third Virginia

regiment, he being a person of uncommon merit, and

there being very few surgeons of abilities who will enter

into the army in that state ; this appointment not to be

drawn into precedent:
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That Mr. Griffith draw pay in both these capacities,

for the time he has served in the regiment.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due.

To Dennis Leftierty, for twenty -six weeks hoard, the

sum of fifty -two dollars, and that the same ought to be

paid to Timothy Matlack

:

To William White, for boarding Greneral Lee's guards,

the sum of 40 60/90 dollars

:

To George Haas, for carrying money to New York, the

sum of 26 60/90 dollars:

To William Bradford, for the expences of a guard es-

corting money to New York, the sum of 88 57/90 dollars

:

To Rachel Ewens, for boarding a sick soldier, the sum
of 3 dollars

:

To Robert Owen, Junior, for provisions furnished sev-

eral riffle companies, 64 86/90 dollars

:

To Peter Grosets, for provisions to several riffle compa-
nies, the sum of 61 46/90 dollars, and that this ought to

be paid to said Robert Owen, Jun^

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, In order to hasten the march of the troops,

that the several committees of Lancaster, York, Cumber-
land, Berks, and Northampton || counties, in Pennsylva-

nia, || be empowered to muster the troops that shall march
from their several counties, and to draw for one month's
pay on Mr. James Mease, pay master, and that they cer-

tify the muster rolls, and send the receipts to the pay
master for the moneys that shall be so advanced.

Resolved, That a member be added to the Board of

Treasury, in the room of one absent

:

The member chosen, Mr. [George] Clymer.

The Congress, agreeable to the order of the day, re-

solved itself into a committee of the whole, to take into
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their farther consideration the articles of confederation

;

and, after some time, the president resumed the chau",

and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported, the committee

have made farther progress in the matter to them re-

ferred, but not having finished, desired him to move for

leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the articles of confederation.

A petition from a number of inhabitants of Chester

county, in Pensylvania, was presented to Congress and
read, praying that John Griffith, a soldier in the conti-

nental army, an experienced artificer in making and
dressing fullers' shears, may be released from the army,

and ordered to return home to follow his trade

:

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

A petition from sundiy Canadians was presented to

Congress, and read

:

[^Resolved, That it be] referred to the Canada committee.

The Marine Committee having recommended Richard

Palmes to be captain of marines,

Resolved, That he be accepted, and a commission be

granted to him accordingly.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 1776

A letter from Lieutenant Colonel William Allen was
laid before Congress, and read, praying leave to resign

his commission:^

Resolved, That leave be granted.

The Marine Committee having recommended Benjamin
Thompson to be a lieutenant of marines in Captain

Palmes's company,

' Thia letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, I, folio 15.
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Resolved, That he be accepted, and that a commission

be granted to him accordingly.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to revise the

Journal, be empowered to employ a proper person to

make an index to the Journal.

The Board of Treasury reported, that the pay of Briga-

dier General Wooster, commencing the 22d day of June,

1775, and calculated to the 22d day of July, 1776, thirteen

months, at 125 dollars per month, amounts 1625 dollars

;

out of which is to be deducted one hundred and seventy

-

three dollars and 24/72 parts of a dollar, paid him by John
Winslow, Esq • the pay master ; the residue due to the

general is 1451 48/72 dollars

:

Ordered, That the same be paid.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred dollars be ad-

vanced to Captain Robert Johnson, to be deducted out of

his pay on the settlement of his account.

A petition from George Kitts was presented to Congress

and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee appointed to prepare a resolution for

confiscating the property of the subjects of the crown of

Great Britain ; and thereupon, came to the following reso-

lution :

Whereas these United States have by a long series of

oppressions, been driven into a war with Great Britain

and at last to the necessity of declaring themselves free

and independent States ; and as it is impossible to distin -

guish among the subjects of the same sovereign, between

those who are friends and such as are enemies to the

rights of America and Mankind, it is become necessary

to consider as enemies all the subjects of the King of

Great Britain and all others, who aid, abet adhere to or
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in any way assist him in his unjust and cruel designs

against these states; Therefore/

Resolved, That all the resolutions of this Congress,

passed on the twenty third day of March last, and on the

third day of April last, relating to ships and other vessels,

then' tackle, apparel and furniture, and all goods, wares

and merchandises, belonging to any inhabitant or inhab-

itants of Great Britain, taken on the high seas, or between

high and low water mark, be extended to all ships and

other vessels, their tackle, apparel and furniture, and all

goods, wares and merchandises, belonging to any subject

or subjects of the King of Great Britain, except the in-

habitants of the Bermudas, and Providence or Bahama
islands; or to any other person or persons who ndhcro to

him or in any wise aid or abet him in his unjust war

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved., That the regiment of rangers, now in the pay

of the state of South Carolina, be placed upon continental

' " The preamble to the resolutions for confiscating the property of the subjects of

the King of Great Britain having been this day expunged, and the resolution altered,

agreeable to the one now enclosed you, I am to request you will please to erase that

from the resolves I enclosed you a few days past, and substitute the one I now trans-

mit in its place." John Hancock to Washington, 26 July, 1776.

The text of the resolve in the Manuscript Journals is the amended form. From
the Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, LXXXIX, the original form is

obtained, as follows:

"Resolved, That all the resolutions of this Congress passed on the twenty third day

of March last and on the third day of April last relating to ships and other vessels,

their tackle, apparel and furniture and all goods wares and merchandizes belonging

to any inhabitant or inhabitants of great Britain taken on the high seas or between

high and low water mark be extended to all ships and other vessels, their tackle,

apparel and furniture and all goods, wares and merchandizes belonging to any sub-

ject or subjects of the said King, except the inhabitants of the Bermudas and Provi-

dence or to any other person or persons, who adhere to him or in any wise aid or

abet him in his unjust war against these states."

^ Printed in the Pennsylvania Evening Post, 27 July, 1776.
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establishment, and that it consist of a lieutenant colonel

commandant, a major, 10 cajjtains, 20 lieutenants, a

surgeon, a pay master, 20 Serjeants and five hundred
privates

:

That the pay of the lieutenant colonel commandant of

rangers, be the same as colonel of foot; the major, that

of a lieutenant colonel; a captain, that of major; and the

lieutenants that of captains ; and Serjeants that of ensigns

of foot of the continental forces: That the surgeon be
allov^ed 33 1/3 dollars a month ; the pay master 26 2/3ds

;

and the privates 12 1/2 dollars per month, to provide them-
selves with horses, guns, and provisions, for themselves

and horses:

That the said rangers be liable to act on horseback, or

foot, as occasion may require

:

That the like number of rangers be raised in the state

of Georgia, and put upon continental establishment

:

That these be entitled to the same pay, and subject to

the same duties, as the Carolina rangers

:

That the rangers, raised in the state of South Carolina,

be subject to the articles formed by the convention of

that state, for the government of the forces raised therein.

Resolved, That Colonel Knox's plan for raising another

batallion of artillery, be approved, and carried into exe-

cution, as soon as possible

:

That General Washington be desired to recommend
proper ofl&cers to compose this corps.

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to

agree to the exchange of Governor Skene for Mr. [James]
Lovell

:

That General Washington be authorized to take into

continental pay, the horse proposed by Mr. Lary, [John
Leary, jr.] upon the terms by him mentioned.

15G64^voL V—06 13
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On motion, Resolved., That the report of the committee

on gold and silver coins be recommitted

:

That Mr. Jefferson be added to said committee.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

take into consideration, and report their opinion, on the

proposal made by the president of South Carolina, and
communicated to the house by a delegate of that state,

respecting General Lee :

The members chosen, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. E[d-
ward] Rutledge and Mr. [Lyman] Hall.

Agreeable to order, the Congress resolved itself into a

committee of the whole, to take into their farther consid-

eration, the articles of Confederation; and, after some
time, the president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Benja-

min] Harrison reported, that the committee have made
farther progress in the matter referred to them ; but, not

having finished, desire him to move for leave to sit again

:

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration, the articles of confederation.

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read

:

1 from General Washington, of the 23, with sundry

papers enclosed, among which a letter from Mr. Fraesh

to Lord Stei'ling; also.

One from the council of safety of North Carolina.^

Resolved, That the letter from Mr. Fraesh, to Lord

Sterling, be referred to the committee [appointed to con-

tract] for casting cannon

;

Thatthe General's letter, with the other papers enclosed,

be referred to the Board of War.
Adjourned to 9 o' Clock to Morrow.

> The letter of Washington is in the Papent of the Continental Conffre!:ii, No. 152,

II, foUo 275. That of the council of North Carolina is in No. 72, folio 17.
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THURSDAY, JULY 25, 1776

Resolved., That two mouths' pay be advanced to Mons.

Jacque Antoine de Franchessin ; he to be accountable.

A memorial of Samuel Holden Parsons, of Lyme, in

Connecticut, was presented to Congress, and read:

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[James] Wilson, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman.

A memorial from sundry officers who served in Canada,

and are now unemployed, was laid before Congress, and

read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Agreeable to order, the Congress resolved itself into a

committee of the whole, to take into their farther consid-

eration, the articles of confederation; ||after some time,||

the president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Benjamin]

Harrison reported, that the committee have made farther

progress in the consideration of the articles of confeder-

ation; but, not having gone through, desu-ed leave to

sit again.

A letter of the 23, from General Washington,' enclosing

a letter from Governor Trumbull, to the General

;

A letter of the 19 July, from Governor Trumbull,

with sundry depositions

;

One from the committee of safety of New Hampshire

16 July, [were laid before Congress, and read.]

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington be

referred to the Board of War.
The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,

To Francis Gurney, for expences of himself and others,

• The letter of Washington, ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

II, 289. That of the Committee of Safety of New Hampshire, is in No. 64, folio 13.
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escorting money to Cambridge, in February last, tbe sum
of £61 2=162 84/90tlis dollars, over and beside the money
advanced to him

:

To Henry Wisuer, for the expences of an express paid

by him, the sum of 20 dollars:

To Thomas Dewees, for boarding prisoners of state, the

sum of 437 68/90ths dollars

:

To David Lenox, for expences in going after deserters,

the sum of 3186/90ths dollars, to be paid to David Sproat:

To William Trickett, for stationary, the sum of

43 76/90ths dollars

:

To Philip Nolan, for ferriages of General Lee's guards,

the sum of 4 12/90ths dollars

:

To Elizabeth Slaving, for boarding and nursing a sick

soldier, the sum of 4 dollars

:

To John Piling, for chairs for the war office, the sum
of 12 dollars:

To John Kerling, for provisions for General Lee's

guards, the sum of 4 54/90ths dollars.

To Isaac Cooper, for his attendance as a guard over

powder, the sum of 11 dollars.

To Furman and Hunt, for necessaries furnished the

prisoners at Trenton, the sum of 47 87/90ths dollars:

To John Bates, for camp kettles, the sum of 98 60/90ths

dollars

:

The Committee of Treasury also reported that there is

due,

To Elijah Bennet, post rider, in the service of the

United States, from Hartford, in Connecticut, to various

places, amounting to £399 10 5= [1331 dollars and
66/90ths,] deducting the sum of £245 19 9 [=819 dollars

and 86/90ths,] which he has received from the colony of

Connecticut, the balance being £153 10 8=511 56/72

dollars.
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To Michael Philips, employed by Brigadier General

Wooster in making sundry repairs in the citadel and hos-

pital in Montreal, carting, &c. the sum of £119 7 [=397
dollars and 75/90ths,] d^educting the sum of £28 16 5

[=96 dollars and 7/90ths,] which he received from
Major Nicholson, the balance being £90 10 7 equal to

30168/90ths:

To James Budden, for the expence of a detachment of

the troop of light horse escorting 300,000 dollars to New
York, the sum of 82 dollars

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

farther consideration, the Ai'ticles of Confederation.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.^

' "I find myself under a necessity of applying to the honourable the General Court

for leave to return home. I have attended here so long and so constantly, that I feel

myself necessitated to ask the favour on account of my health, as well as on many
other accounts. I beg leave to propose to the honourable Court, an alteration iu

their plan of delegation in Congress, which, it appears to me, would be more agree-

able to the health and convenience of the members, and much more conducive to

the publick good, than the present. No gentleman can possibly attend to an incessant

round of thinking, speaking, and writing, upon the most intricate, as well as impor-

tant concerns of human society, from one end of the year to another, without trying

both his mental and bodily strength. I would therefore humbly propose, that the

honourable Court would be pleased to appoint nine members to attend in Congress

—

three or five at a time. In this case, four or six might be at home at a time, and

every member might be relieved once in three or four months. In this way you
would always have members in Congress who would have in their minds a complete

chain of the proceedings here, as well as in the General Court; both kinds of which

knowledge are necessary for a proper conduct here. In this way, the lives and
health, and, indeed, the sound minds, of the delegates here, would be in less dan-

ger than they are at present, and, in my humble opinion, the publick business

would be much better done. This proposal, however, is only submitted to the hon-

ourable body, whose sole right it is to judge of it. For myself, I must entreat the

General Court to give me leave to resign, and immediately to appoint some other

gentleman in my room." John Adams to the Masiochitselts Assembly, 25 July, 1776.

Force, American ArchUes, Fifth Series, I, 571.
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FRIDAY, JULY 26, 1776

Congress proceeded to the election of three commis-
sioners to liquidate and settle the accounts in the northern

department; and, the ballots being taken,

Mr. James Milligan, Mr. John Carter, and Mr. John
Wells, were elected.

The committee on the treasury laid before Congress the

account of Messrs. Price and Haywood, with the balance

due to them

:

Ordered 1 To lie on the table.

Resolved^ That the substance of the conference between
General Washington and Adjutant General Patterson, as

transmitted by General Washington, be published.

Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole,

to take into farther consideration the articles of con-

federation ; and, after some time, the president resumed
the chair, and Mr. [John] Moi'ton reported, that the

committee have made farther progress; but, not having

concluded, desire leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next,

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the articles of confederation.

A letter from Brigadier General Sullivan, with sundry

papers enclosed, was laid before Congrcaa, and read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.
^

Resolved, That an order for 2,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasm'ers in favor of Dr. W. Shippen; he to be

accountable.

^ "Our friend General Sullivan is disgusted at the appointment of General Gates to

be a Major General, and being sent to tbe Northern Army. By permission of the

Generals Schuyler and Washington, he (General Sullivan) has left the Army, and
is now here, and has petitioned Congress for leave to resign his commission. What
will be done in the case I can not say, but hope it will be settled without his dismis-

sion." Josiah Bartlett to John Langdon, 29 July, 1776. The difficulty was settled by
ordering Sullivan to New York, to be employed by Washington.
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The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Cloek on Monday.^

MONDAY, JULY 29, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read

:

Three from General Washington of 22d, 25 and 27th;

One of the 17, from General Schuyler,

One of the 16 from General Gates

;

One of the 25, from Joseph Reed, adjutant general;

One from Brigadier H. Mercer, of the 26:

One of the 20th, from Governor Trumbull:

One of the 25th, from the Convention of New Jersey,

and one from the council of Massachusetts bay

:

One fi'om Mons. Kirmovan, [engineer], with a plan

and draughts

;

One, in Latin, without signature:

One from Brigadier General Sullivan, of the 20, dcsir

ing to recall hia petition for leave to rcaign his commia -

Two petitions, one from George Nicholson, and one

from James Livingston.^

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the General be empowered to appoint

another aid-de-camp:

' "The exceeding warm Season, and the constant attention of Congress to Business

the last week, induc'd Congress to adjourn from Friday Even? to this morning."

John Hancock to Washington, 29 July, 1776.

The instructions from the Pennsylvania Convention to their Delegates in Congress,

dated July 26, are in Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, I, 595.

» The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

II, folios 271, 297, and 301. Those of the 25th and 27th are printed in Writings of

Washington, IV, 297, 301. That of Schuyler is in No. 153, II, folio 236. That of

Gates is in No. 154, I, folio 15. That of Keed is in No. 78, XIX, folio 41. That of

Mercer is in No. 159, folio 153. That of Governor Trumbull is in No. 66, I, folio 217.

That of the Council of Massachusetts Bay is in No. 65, I, folio 97.
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That the letters from General Washington, General

Schuyler, and General Gates, and the letter from Mons.

Kirmovan, be referred to the Board of War.

That the letter from the convention of New Jersey be

referred to the committee on the ways and means of

Augmenting the flying camp ; and, that Mr. [Abraham]

Clark be added to said committee

:

That the letter from the adjutant general be referred

to the committee appointed to revise the articles of war

:

That the petition of James Livingston be referred to

the committee appointed to octtlc accounts of the army
in the northern army, commissioners who went into

Canada

:

That the petition from George Nicholson be referred

to the committee on Canada affairs

:

That the Latin letter be referred to the Marine Com-
mittee.

Resolved, That an order for 47 dollars be drawn on the

treasurers, in favour of Josiah Fessenden, in full for

service, expences, and horse hire.

A letter from the council of Verginia, of the 20th, was
laid before Congress, and read.^

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to

order the regiment, lately raised in Connecticut, under

the command of Colonel Ward, wheresoever he shall

think the service requires it :

That Mons. Jean Artur de Vermonet, who appears to

be a young gentleman of merit, and has held a lieu-

tenant's commission in the service of France, be ap-

pointed a brevet captain; and that Mons. Marie Fidel

'This letter is in the Papers of the Contitienlal Congress, No. 71, I, folio 33.
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Dorre be sent as a voluntier, to be employed by General

Washington as he shall think proper

:

That Mons. Christopher Pellisier, who has suffered

considerably by warmly espousing and taking an active

part in the cause of America, in Canada, be appointed an

engineer in the service of the United States, with the pay
of 60 dollars per month, and rank of lieutenant colonel;

and that he be directed to repair to New York

:

That the returns of Colonel Elmore's regiment, made
into the war office by Brigadier General Wooster, be

transmitted to General Washington, with blank commis-
sions for the officers : And that General Washington be

directed to order the said regiment to join him, and that

he fill up the said commissions, with the names of such

officers as appear with their respective companies in the

said regiment.

That John Brown be commissioned as lieutenant colo-

nel, and Robert Cockran, now acting as eldest captain in

the said regiment, be commissioned as major of the same,

in the room of Major Israel Curtis, deceased.

Resolved, That a lieutenant colonel be appointed for the

second Pensylvania batallion, in the room of William
Allen, who has resigned

:

The ballots being taken, Joseph Wood, Esq' was
elected.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration, the arti-

cles of confederation; and, after some time, the presi-

dent resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Morton reported,

that the committee have made some farther progress in

the articles of Confederation; but, not having finished,

desire leave to sit again.

A petition from Samuel Morris was presented to Con-
gress, and read.



616 Journals of Congress

The Committee on Spies brought in a farther report,

which was read

:

Ordered, To lie ou the table.

Resolved, That the gaoler be directed to allow the pris-

oners, from North Carolina, the use and benefit of the

yard, under the inspection of the guard, provided it may-

be done with safety.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into theii"

farther consideration the articles of Confederation.

Adjourned to 9 o' Clock to Morrow.^

TUESDAY, JULY 30, 1776

A letter from Brigadier Mercer, of the 28th, was laid

before Congress, and read, requesting six light horse may
be sent to him

;

Resolved, That the president write to S. Morris, Esq^

captain of the light horse, and request him to send six of

his company to Brigadier General Mercer.

Information being given to Congress, by a letter from
the president of South Carolina, that the Cherokees have

commenced hostilities against that state, and that he has

with the advice of the council ordered a body of men to

march against them, and has applied for assistance to the

neighbouring states of North Carolina and Vii'ginia,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the states of Vir-

ginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, to afford all necessary

' "If a Confederation should take place, one great question is, how we shall vote,

—

whether each Colony shall count one; or whether each shall have a weight in pro-

portion to its number, or wealth, or exports and imports, or a compound ratio of all?

Another is. Whether Congress shall have authority to limit the dimensions of each

Colony, to prevent those which claim, by charter, or proclamation, or commission,

to the South Sea, from growing too great and powerful, so as to be dangerous to the

rest?" John Adams to his wife, 29 July, 1776. Force, American Archives, Fifth Series,

I, 637.
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assistance to the state of South Carolina, and to co-oper-

ate, with that state, in prosecuting the war against the

Indians with the utmost vigour;^

That the president be requested to wi-ite letters to the

governor and council of Virginia, the cou.ncil of safety of

North Carolina, and the president of Georgia, relative to

the above subjects.^

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

take into consideration the state of North Carolina, and
report thereon to Congress

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison, Mr.
S[amuel] Adams, and Mr. [Thomas] Lynch. [Jr.]

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee appointed to enquire into the causes of the

miscarriages in Canada, wherein they represent, as their

opinion,

"That the short inlistments of the continental troops,

in Canada, have been one great cause of the miscarriages

there, by rendering unstable the number of men engaged

in military enterprizes, by making them disorderly and
disobedient to theu' officers, and by precipitating the com-
manding officers into measures, which their prudence
might have postponed, could they have relied on a longer

continuance of their troops in service :

"That the want of hard money has been one other

great source of the miscarriages in Canada, rendering the

supplies of necessaries difficult and precarious, the estab-

'The North Carolina Delegates wrote of this resolve: "This however is by no
means intended to alter the plan of military operations which you have begvm, or to

draw off the Strength of our back Country to a distant part merely for the sake of

acting in the same place with the South Carolinians, if the Opposition can be made
as effectually in any manner devised by yourselves and from a part of your province

from whence hostilities may successfully be carried into the bosom of the Cherokee

Country. In fact nothing is meant but to subdue the Cherokees." Colonial Records

of North Carolina, X, 679.

'The letter to North Carolina is in the Colonial Records of North Carolina, X, 681.
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lishment of proper magazines absolutely impracticable,

and the pay of the troops of little use to them

:

"That a still gi-eater, and more fatal, source of misfor-

tune has been, the prevalence of the small pox in that

army; a gi-eat proportion whereof has thereby been usu-

ally kept unfit for duty."

With this the Congress concurred.

On the farther consideration of the report, the Con-
gress came to the following resolutions

:

That Colonel Bedel be tried by a court martial for leav-

ing his command at the Cedars, and for declining to

return to the same with Major Sherburne's reinforcement

:

That Major Butterfield be tried by a coui't martial for

surrendering to the enemy the i^ost at the Cedars, and also

such other officers as were with him, and consented to that

surrender.

The said committee having farther reported, that, in

the course of their enquiries, they had reason to believe,

that General Prescot's baggage was plundered by some
licentious persons, in violation of the faith of the capitu-

lation; Whereupon,
Resolved^ That General Schuyler be desired to make

strict enquu-y into the same, that the persons guilty thereof

may receive due punishment, and ample indemnification

be made to General Prescot.

That Colonel Bedel, Doctor Fay, and Lieutenant House,

be subjected to this enquiry.

Resolved, That so much of the petitions of Colonel

Easton and Major Brown, as prays, that the charges

against them, of having been concerned in plundering the

officers' baggage, taken at Sorel, be submitted to a court

of enquiry, is I'easonable, and that General Schuyler be

desired to order courts of enquiry on them as soon as

possible.
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Resolved., That General Montgomery's promise to give

to the troops concerned in taking the vessels on the Sorel,

" all the public stores, except ammunition and provisions,

on board thereof," be confirmed; and that General

Schuyler be directed to cause an enquiry to be made into

the particulars and value of the said public stores, (am-

munition and provision excepted) and to certify the same

to Congress, with the names of the officers and soldiers

entitled thereto:

Resolved, That so much of Major Brown's petition, as

prays, an allowance be made to him for extraordinary

services, be referred to General Schuyler, who is desii-ed

to certify to Congress, whether any and what reward

may, with justice, be demanded by him:

Resolved, That Major Brown's accounts be settled by
the commissioners appointed to adjust accounts in the

northern department.

Resolved, That the said committee be discharged from
proceeding on so much of the petition of Colonel Easton,

as prays a continuance of his rank and pay, and on so

much of Major Brown's petition, as prays an examination

into his rank and pay, and that they be referred to the

Board of War.
Resolved, That General Schuyler be desired to enquire

into the conduct of Colonel Hazen, who is charged with
having beaten and ill-treated Francois Cuillot de la Rose,

a continental captain of Canadian Militia, and also to

have ill-treated Charles Robert de la Fontaine, a Cana-
dian, at Chambly, and put such conduct into a pi'oper

channel for trial and punishment

:

Resolved, That it be recommended to General Schuyler,

whenever the pay of officers or soldiers is stopped, on
account of any charge against them, to have such charge
determined by trial as speedily as possible, that there

may be no delay of justice.
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Sesolved, That General Wooster acted properly in

stopping the goods of Bernard and Waddon, who were

carrying the same, without permission, to the Indians in

the upper country.

Resolved, That the committee have leave to sit again,

and that they be instructed to enquire in what manner
the goods of Bernard and Waddon were disposed of.

Besolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

supply the 3 riffle companies, now in town from Lan-
caster, with 11 lb. of powder and 44 lb. of lead.

Resolved, That 500,000 dollars be sent to the pay master

general.

That 60,000 dollars be sent to [R. Dallam,] the deputy

pay master general, for the use of the flying camp.

The Congress proceeded to the election of an Assistant,

or clerk to the Auditor general; when,
William Govett was elected.

Resolved, That William Govett be allowed the salary of

533 1/3 dollars per annum.
Resolved, That all public claims and accounts, that are,

at this time, unsettled, be referred to the Committee of

Treasury, and that the Committee of Claims be dis-

charged from proceeding further upon any claims or

accounts ; and that all the books and papers now in the

hands of the committee of claims, be delivered to the

auditor general.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the resolution of the 17th of January
last, allowing to officers 1 dollar and l/3d of a dollar for

every man they inlist, be extended to officers who inlist

for the new army for three years

:

That General Mercer's letter, relative to the building

of boats, be referred to General Washington, with direc-
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tion to give such orders therein as he shall judge neces-

sary ; and that he be desired to avail himself of the ship

Wrights and other artificers now in the flying camp

:

That General Mercer be allowed a secretary while he

has a separate command :

That a number of four and six pounders, not exceeding

ten of each, be immediately sent to General Mercer, to

be mounted on the works he is now erecting ; and that

the council of safety of Pensylvania be requested to

forward them to Amboy, in New Jersey

:

That Congress approve of General Schuyler's intention

to publish such parts of the treaty with the Six Nations,

as may have a tendency to dispel the apprehensions of

the frontier inhabitants

:

That the commissioners for Indian al5:airs, in the middle
department, be instructed to thank Cayashuta, in the

name of the great council fire, for his friendly conduct at

Niagara, communicated by Peter Richman (whose Indian

name is Queda) and to inform him, that it would be very

agreeable to Congress to receive a visit from him.

A letter from General Washington, of the 29, and one

from the council of Massachusetts bay of the 19 ; also a

letter from Governor Cooke of the 23, with sundry papers

enclosed, were laid before Congress, and read:^

Resolved, That the two former be referred to the Board
of War.
The Board of War laid before Congress a letter they

received from General Washington

:

Ordered, That the Board return an answer.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into consideration the articles of confedera-

tion; and, after some time, the president resumed the

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 309. That of the Council of Massachusetts Bay is in No. 65, I, folio 93.
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chair, and Mr. [John] Morton reported, that the com-
mittee, have had under consideration the articles of con-

federation, but not having yet finished, desired him to

move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into theii-

farther consideration the articles of confederation.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.^

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 1776

Resolved, That 20,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. James
Mease ; he to be accountable

:

That Mr. J. Mease be directed to pay to John Pollock

one thousand pounds, Pensylvania currency, [=2666
dollars and two-thirds,] and that the same be charged to

the account of the committee of Inspection of Cumber-
land, who are to be accountable.

Resolved, That the committee for providing medicines

be directed to provide, and send forward, such a quantity

of medicines as may be necessary for the Hospital in the

northern army

:

Thatthe said committee be directed to procure and send
forward such a quantity of medicines as may be necessary

for the hospital in the southern department.

'"I hurried to Congress, to give my little assistance to the framing a Confed-

eracy, and a plan for a foreign alliance—both of them subjects of the utmost
importance, and which, in my judgment, demand immediate despatch. The Con-
federacy has engaged our close attention for a week. Three great difficulties occur:

Representation, the mode of voting, and the claims to the South-Sea. The whole
might, in my opinion, be settled, if candour, justice, and the real interests of America
were attended to. We do not all see the importance, nay, the necessity, of a Con-
federacy. We shall remain weak, distracted, and divided in our councils; our

strength will decrease; we shall be open to all the arts of the insidious Court of

Britain, and no foreign Court will attend to our applications for assistance before we
are confederated. What contract will a foreign State make with us, when wo cannot
agree among ourselves?" Samuel Chase to Richard Henri/ Lee, 30 July, 1776. Force,

American Archioes, Fifth Series, I, 672.



July, 1776 623

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved., That five tons of musquet powder be sent

immediately to General Washington at New York

:

That the commissary general be directed to furnish

with rations, and the deputy pay master general, in the

state of Massachusetts bay, be ordered to pay, any militia,

which the general assembly of that state shall think

proper to call in, to replace the continental troops ordered

from thence.

The committee appointed to enquire into the causes of

the miscarriages in Canada, brought in a farther report,

which was taken into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That the conduct of Colonel Nicholson, who

commanded the post at Point Levi, and who, after the

determination of the council of war to retire from before

Quebec, is said to have deserted his said command, and
left the party to shift for themselves, be submitted to a

court of enquiry

:

That the committee be discharged from so much of

Colonel Easton's petition, as prays a settlement of his

accounts, and that the same be referred to the Board of

Treasury.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

state of North Carolina, brought in their report, which
was taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved, That four tons of gun powder and six four

pounders, or such others as can be procured, to the

weight proper for field pieces, be immediately sent to

North Carolina:

That the delegates of that colony [state] employ some
proper person, as a commissary, to purchase, in this city,

or the neighbourhood thereof, cloathing for the troops

raised in that colony [state] for the continental service

:

15664—VOL V—06 14
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That the three independent companies of rangers, raised

in that state, be taken upon the continental pay and

establishment, and that their pay and appointment be as

already resolved by the convention of that state, and that

they rank as the rangers raised in South Carolina and

Georgia.

Resolved, That an order for 266 2/3 dollars be drawn

on the treasurers, in favour of Colonel James Easton ; to

be accounted for by him on the final settlement of his

account

:

That two months' pay be advanced to Monsieur St.

Martin; he to be accountable.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration the articles

of Confederation; and, after some time, the president

resumed the chau', and Mr. [John] Morton reported, that

the committee, not having come to a conclusion, desired

leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

then- farther consideration the articles of confederation.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST i, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read ; viz

One of the 30th July from Brigadier General Mercer,

one of the same date, from Brigadier General Roberdeau,

and simdry others:^

Resolved, That the two first be referred to the Board of

War.
The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration the articles

'The letter of Mercer is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 157.

That of Roberdeau is in No. 78, XIX, folio 45.
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of confederation; and, after some time, tlie president

resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Morton reported, that

the committee have made farther progress, but, not hav-
ing come to a conch^sion, desired leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

theu" farther consideration the articles of confederation.

A letter from General Washington, of the 30 July, was
laid before Congress, together with sundry letters and
papers enclosed;

Also, one from General Schuyler, of the 20th July, and
one from Colonel Lewis Dubois, of the 17 July, with

sundry papers enclosed.^

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of

War.
The Board of War reported the draught of a letter to

General Washington, in answer to his letter directed to

them ; which was agreed to.

Ordered, That it be transcribed, signed by the presi-

dent, and forwarded."

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

313. That of Schuyler, in No. 153, II, folio 244. That of Dubois is in No. 78, VII,

folio 45.

'"I am particularly instructed by Congress to answer that part of your letter of

29th ultimo, directed to the Board of War, which relates to the filling up vacancies

in the Army. The Congress are concerned to find that an opinion is entertained

that greater confidence has been placed in, and larger powers given to, other com-
manders in that respect, than to yourself. They have in no instance, except in the

late appointment of General Gates to the command in Canada, parted with the

power of filling up vacancies. The great confusion and many disorders prevalent in

that Army, and its distance, induced Congress to lodge such a power in that General,

for the limited space of three months, and only during his continuance in Canada.

Should Congress ever empower its Generals to fill up vacancies in the Army, they

know of no one in whom they would so soon repose a trust of such importance as in

yourself; but future Generals may make a bad use of it. The danger of the prece-

dent, not any suspicion of their present Commander-in-Chief, prompts them to

retain a power, that, by you, sir, might be exercised with the greatest publick

advantage." John Hancock to General Washington, 2 August, 1776. Force, American

Archives, Fifth Series, I, 725.
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The said Board brought in a farther report, which was

taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Eesolved, That Colonel John Brown be allowed the rank

and pay of lieutenant colonel in the continental army,

from the 20th day of November last to this time

:

That Colonel James Easton is entitled to the rank of a

colonel in the continental army, from the first day of July,

1775, and to the pay of a colonel from that day until he

shall be discharged, which ought to be done as soon as a

court of Enquiry shall report in his favour, or a court

martial shall determine upon his conduct, and theu" sen-

tence is carried into execution ; there being no vacancy to

which he can be appointed. But, should he be honour-

ably acquitted, his past services will recommend him to

the confidence of Congress for future employment.

Resolved^ That an order for £1000 Pensylvania cur-

rency [6,266 2/3 dollars] be drawn on the treasurers in

favour of Ludwick Karcher, for victualling the militia

passing through Philadelphia to the flying camp ; he to

be accountable.

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 1776

The declaration of independence being engrossed and
compared at the table was signed [by the members] }

Resolved, That two months' pay be advanced to Mon-
sieur Pellissier; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee and Marine [com-
mittee] be discharged from fitting out vessels with car-

goes to Bermudas, for piu'poses expressed in the resolutions

of Congress, of [June 6, 1776]

.

'The last three words are taken from the Secret Journals. A full accouut of the

question of signing the Declaration is to be found in Friedenwald, Tlic Declaration of

Independence, 121-151.
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The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into considei'ation ; Whereupon,

Resolved, That two hvindred thousand dollars be sent

to Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, [deputy] pay master [general]

of the northern army [department : ]

That General Washington be instructed to employ in

the service of the states, as many of the Stockbridge In-

dians as he shall judge proper

:

That one hundred old arms, belonging to Congress, be

delivered to the council of safety of Pensylvania, to be

repaired at the continental expence, and put into the

hands of the soldiers destined for the flying camp ; the

said council to be accountable

:

That the pay master general, and the several deputy

pay masters general, in the service of these States, be

directed to make weekly retiirns to Congress of the state

of the military chests under their direction

:

That Jonathan Trumbull, Esq^ [deputy] pay master

[general] in the northern army, be directed to transmit

to Congress, as soon as possible, an account of all the

monies which have passed through his hands since his

appointment to that office

:

That the commissary general, and deputy commissaries

in the several departments, be directed to transmit to

Congress, weekly, an account of the sums of money they

may respectively receive from the pay masters

:

That the quarter master general, and deputy quar-

ter masters general, in the several departments, be di-

rected to transmit, weekly, to Congress, an account of

the monies they respectively receive from the pay mas-
ter general, or deputy pay masters general

:

That the commissary general, quarter master general,

deputy commissaries, and deputy quarter masters general.
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be dii-ected to make monthly returns, at least, of the

stores under theu* direction, and the distribution of them

:

That the commanding officer in each department be

directed to make returns, once a mouth, to Congress, of

the draughts made by him upon the pay master, in his

department.

Resolved, That Mr. [George] Walton be appointed a

member of the Marine Committee, in the room of Mr.

[Button] Gwinnett, who is absent.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred dollars be ad-

vanced to Thaddeus Sturges, to be accounted for by him,

and deducted out of his pay on the settlement of his ac-

counts; and that the Board of Treasury be discharged

from proceeding on his accounts, and that they be re-

ferred for settlement to the commissioners appointed to

settle the accounts in the northern department.

The Marine Committee, to whom it was referred to

enquire into the conduct of Commodore Hopkins, brought

in their report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken into considera-

tion on Monday next.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration the arti-

cles of confederation; and, after some time, the presi-

dent resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Morton re-

ported, that the committee, not having finished, desire

leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

farther consideration the articles of confederation.

Resolved, That the adjournment be to 10 o'Clock until

farther order of Congress.

The Board [Committee] of treasury report, that there

is due,
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To Benjamin Thompson, for 131 days service, viz. from
the 1 December to the last of May inclusive, as clerk of

the hospital at Montreal, at the rate of 2/3 of a dollar

per day, the sum of 122 dollars

:

Ordered, That the same be paid.

IIAdjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow.
||

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 1776

The Board [Committee] of treasury reported, that there

is due.

To Thomas Whitbeck, the sum of seventy five dollars

and one fourth of a dollar, for carrying money from
Philadelphia to Ticouderoga, in October last:

To Samuel Johnson, twenty dollars and eighty one

ninetieths of a dollar, for two hundred and nine meals.

To George Hufnagle, one dollar and forty five 90ths

parts of a dollar.

To Michael Staddleman, seventy dollars and 72 90ths

parts of a dollar, for 708 meals.

To Richard Cheney, fifty four dollars for 540 meals fur-

nished the militia on their march to New Jersey

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The committee on the miscarriages in Canada, brought

in a farther report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken into considera-

tion on Monday next.

A letter from Neil M'Clean was laid before Congress,

and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congi'ess and read ; viz.

Two from General Washington, of 31 July and 2 August

;

One from the council of Virginia, of the 27 July, with

copies of sundry letters from North and South Carolina,

enclosed.

One from Ephraim Anderson, of 31 July;

And sundry resolutions, passed by the convention of

Pensylvania :

^

Resolved, That the said letters and resolutions be re-

ferred to the Board of War.
The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That the commanders of all ships of war and

armed vessels in the service of these states, or any of them,

and all letters of marque and privateers, be permitted to

inlist into service on board the said ships and vessels, any

seamen who may be taken on board any of the ships or

vessels of our enemies, and that no such seamen be enti-

tled to receive the wages due to them out of the said

prizes, but such as will so inlist, and that all other seamen,

so taken, be held as prisoners of war, and exchanged for

others taken by the enemy, whether on board of vessels

of war or merchantmen, as there may be opportunity

:

That Lieutenant Colonel Rufus Putnam be appointed

an engineer, with the rank of colonel, and pay of sixty

dollars per month.
A petition from Esek Hopkins, commander in chief of

the continental fleet, was presented to Congress, and read

;

' The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folios 317 and 325. The latter is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 315.

That of Virginia is in No. 71, I, folio 37. The letter of Anderson, recommending

M. La Marquisie, is in No. 78, 1, folio 19. That of the convention of Pennsylvania

is in No. 69, I, foUo 205.
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setting forth, that "he has been informed that certain

complaints, interrogatories and report, charging him with
sundry crimes and misdemeanors, had been exhibited to

the honorable Congress ; the purport of which complaints,

&c. he is ignorant of; and praying that he may be fur-

nished with copies thereof, and of all other proceedings

against him, which are now before this honorable body;
and that time may be allowed him to prepare for, and a

day assigned for, his being heard before Congi-ess in his

own defence."
' Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted,

and that Friday next be appointed for hearing Commo-
dore Hopkins.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be du'ected to

order the ships and armed vessels, belonging to the con-

tinent, out on such cruizes as they shall think proper.

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for hearing

and determining the Appeal against the verdict and sen-

tence passed on the schooner Thistle.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to the Delaware batallion, as many of the arms,

lately imported, as will be necessary to arm them com-
pletely :

That they deliver to the council of safety of Delaware
government, 193 of said arms, in lieu of so many had
from them ; and
That the remainder of the said arms be delivered to

the council of safety of Pensylvania, they to be account-

able.

Resolved, That the batallion, above mentioned, when
armed, be ordered to New Jersey, subject to the farther

orders and directions of the general.

The Board of Trcnauiy reported, that there ia due, To
Thomaa Dundaa for 21 riiHetj and one firelock, purchaaed
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for the 113G of ColoDol Ii'\inc'3 battalion, tbc aiim of 31!j

78/90tbo dollnra, and that the aamc ought to bo paid to

Andi-cw Robcoou by hia order. ^

To J. Symes, a prisoner of the royal Highland emi-

gi-ants, 28 dollars, for fourteen weeks' allowance, from

the 24 April to the 30th July.

Ordered, That the said account be paid.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to fur-

nish the Committee of Treasury with the names of the

British officers and other prisoners, who are entitled to

the allowance made by Congress of two dollars per week,

with the times of their captivity, and the places where
they are quartered.

Resolved, That the pay of an assistant clerk to the

Board of War, be 266 2/3 dollars [a year].

Resolved, That an order for 1,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of Francis Lewis, Esq"; and that

the same be charged to the account of the pay master

general; it being for so much received by him, by the

order of Mr. Lewis.

The Congress took into consideration the report on
Messrs. Price and Haywood's accounts; and, after some
debate,

Resolved, That the said accounts be re -committed, and
that the commissioners to Canada be desired to attend

the Board of Treasury at the examination of the said

accounts.

Resolved, That an order for 53 1/3 dollars, be drawn on
the treasurers, in favour of Monsieur Artur Vermonet,
it being two months' advance, for which he is to be
accountable.

A petition from Lewis De Linkensdorff, was presented

to Congress, and read:

' " See 11 July, then settled." Note by Charles Thomson.
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Resolved, That it be referred with the papers accom-
panying it to the Board of War.
The Congress took into consideration the report of the

committee on the causes of the miscarriages in Canada;
and, after debate,

Resolved, That it be re -committed.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read; viz.

One from General Washington, of the 5th, enclosing

copies of letters between him and General Howe,
respecting the exchange of prisoners, and sundry other

letters and papers

;

One from Brigadier H. Mercer, of the 4th.'

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That the committee for procuring medicines

be du-ected to supply the du-ector general of the Hospital

with such medicines as he may want.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to the delegates of North Carolina, half a ton of

powder, for the use of the frontier inhabitants of that

state.

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to apply

to General Burgoyne, and propose a general exchange of

prisoners on the terms agreed to by Congress; and, par-

ticularly, of delivering Brigadier General Prescot, in

possession of the United States, in lieu of Brigadier Gen-
eral Thompson, in the possession of the enemy.

' Washington's letter, with the enclosures, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 152, II, folio 329. It is printed iu Writi7igs of Washington (Ford), IV, 317.

That of Mercer is in No. 159, folio 161.
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A letter from the convention of New Jersey to their

delegates, was laid before Congress and read; Where-
upon/

Resolved^ That the convention of the state of New Jer-

sey he requested to make such provision for keeping open

the communication between that state and New York, by
way of the ferries over the rivers Passaick and Hackin-

sack, as to them shall appear to be most effectual, and
that this Congress will reimburse the expeuces of such

service to the state of New Jersey

:

That it be recommended, in the most earnest manner,

to the convention of New Jersey, to order their militia

immediately to march and join Brigadier General Mercer.

Resolved, That the commissioners for Indian Affairs in

the middle department, be directed to enquire, and in-

form Congress, whether it will be most for the public

good, that the troops raised, and to be raised, for the gar-

risons on the Ohio and its waters, should be supplied with

provisions by contract or by a commissary: That if a

commissary be thought necessary, they recommend some
proper person for that office to Congress, and in the mean
time, take such measures as they think best for victual-

ling the said troops.

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee
appointed to enquire into, and remedy, the defects of the

powder made at the mills

:

The member chosen. Dr. [Benjamin] Rush.
Mr. [George] Clymer, one of the joint treasurers, being

appointed a delegate to Congress, by the convention of

Pensylvania,

Resolved, That, for the future, there be only one con-
tinental treasurer.

' This letter, dated August 3, is in tlie Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 68,

folio 203.
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Resolved, That an additional sum of 300 dollars be given

to each of the continental treasurers, on account of their

extraordinary trouble, and faithful service, during the

last year.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into theu- farther consideration the articles

of Confederation; and, after some time, the president

resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Morton reported, that

[the committee,] not having come to a conclusion, de-

sired leave to sit again.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the council of

safety of Pensylvania, to stop Mr. Wilmore from pro-

ceeding to New York.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration, the articles of Confederation.

1
1The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,
||

Adjoui-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1776

Resolved, That an order for 5,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurers in favour of the committee of Lancaster,

for the purpose of carrying into execution the resolve of

Congress, respecting the prisoners, the said committee to

be accountable

:

Resolved, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers in favour of James Mease, for the use of the

militia marching to New Jersey ; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That James Brisben, who is employed in the

post office, be excused from military duty.

A letter from Captain N. Biddle to the Marine Com-
mittee, was laid before Congress, and read; Whereupon,
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Resolved, That the General [Washington] be directed

to propose an exchange of Lieutenant Josiah, by giv-

ing in exchange for him a lieutenant of the navy of

Great Britain, and that the genei'al remonstrate to Lord

Howe on the cruel treatment Lieutenant Josiah has met
with, of which the Congress have received undoubted

information.

Resolved, That Dr. [Benjamin] Rush be added to the

committee for procuring medicines.

A memorial from George Measam was presented to

Congress, and read •}

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The committee appointed to revise the articles of war,

brought in their report:^

The Board of War reported, that there is due.

To Messrs. Giasson, Hertel and de la Magdelaine,

Canadian prisoners, at Bristol, for their board and lodg-

ing, from the fifteenth of November to the 31st of July

last, being thirty seven weeks each, at 2 dollars per week,

the sum of 222 dollars, and that the same ought to be paid

to John Green, their assignee:

Ordered, That the same be paid.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration, the arti-

cles of confederation; and, after some time, the president

resumed the chau', and Mr. [John] Morton reported,

that the committee, not having yet finished, desire leave

to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the articles of confederation.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

'This petition, dated August 2, 1776, is in the Papent of the Continental Congress,

No. 42, V, folio 19.

"This report is printed under September 20, post.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 1776

Resolved., That the sum of 700 dollars be paid to Jona-

than Meredith, in full of Ephraim Blaine's draught in his

favour, for shoes purchased from him for the use of the

continental army ; and that the same be charged to the

account of said Ephraim Blaine.

Resolved., That the sum of 60,000 dollars be advanced to

the delegates of New Hampshire, for the use of that state,

which is to be accountable.

Resolved., That it be recommended to the council of

safety of Pensylvania, to take proper measures for pro-

viding quarters for the troops passing through Philadel-

phia to the flying camp, during their continuance in that

city.

Resolved, That the colonel, or commanding officer of

the Delaware batallion, and the colonels, or commanding
officers of the several batallions of militia, now in this

city, be ordered instantly to march to Arnboy in New
Jersey; and that such of the militia as want arms, be

left under a proper officer, till they can be provided

therewith, and then marched without any farther delay

:

That the Board of War be directed to see this resolu-

tion carried into immediate execution.

Resolved., That the Board of War be directed to take

into immediate consideration, the state of the army in the

northern department, and our naval force on the lakes;

and that Mr. [Samuel] Chase be directed to attend the

said Boai'd, and give them all the information in his

power; and that Mr. [William] Williams be desired to

furnish the said Board with an extract of the letter he
has received from Governor Trumbull, relative to the

said army and naval force; and that the said Board
report thereon as soon as possible.
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Sundry letters being received, were laid before Con-

gress, and read; viz.

2 letters from General "Washington, with sundry papers

enclosed.

One from General Schuyler, dated at the German Flats,

August 1st.

One of the 29 July, from General Gates, with copies of

two letters enclosed.^

Resolved^ That a letter be addressed to General Lee, with

an account of the intelligence received, that the troops

from Charleston were arrived at New York ; and directing

him, in case the [British] troops have left the southern

colonies, that he repair, with all possible expedition, to

Philadelphia, and there wait the orders of Congress.^

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for electing four

major generals and six brigadier generals.

Resolved, That the post riders be exempted from mili-

tary duty.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sup-

ply Colonel Galbreath with 9 lbs. of powder, and 27

lbs. of lead, for the use of three of the companies of his

batallion.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due.

To George Kennedy, for three riffles purchased in

Frederick county, Virginia, for the use of Captain Mor-
gan's company of rifflemen, and to be charged to the said

company, the sum of 40 dollars

:

To William Webb, for services in, and articles pur-

chased for, the use of the treasury office, one hundred and

' The letters of Washington, both dated August 7, are in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 152, II, folios 343 and 359. One of them is printed in IVriting.t

of Washington (Ford), IV, 321. That of Schuyler is in No. 153, II, folio 248. That
of Gates is in No. 154, I, folio 19. It inclosed a copy of a letter from Washington to

Gates, July 19, and Gates's reply of July 29.

'This letter is in the Lee Papers, (New York Historical Society,) II, 205.
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thirty seven and 54/90 dollars ; to be charged to the account

of contingent expences :

To Captain Thomas Haslet, for subsistence of 13 men
of his company, on their march from Chester county to

New Jersey, 9 82/90 dollars

:

To Captain Benjamin Wallace, for subsistence of his

company, on their march from Chester county to New
Jersey, 32 20/90 dollars

:

To Captain Matthew Boyd for subsistence of 53 men of

his company, in Colonel Moore's batallion, on their march
from Chester county, to New Jersey, 27 42/90 dollars:

To Tobias Rudolph, for the hire of two horses and a

chair, by Captain Alexander Graydon, to conduct money
to Ticonderoga, and for one of the said horses which was
lost at Albany, 125 54/90 dollars

:

To Mr. Smith, at the city tavern, for the expences of a

guard at his house, over the prisoners of war brought

from Burlington, 16 27/90 dollars:

To John Tomkins, for the subsistence of Captains

Crowlle's, Heisler's, and Ludwigg's companies of militia,

on their march to New Jersey, 21 36/90 dollars:

To Captain James M'Caudless, for subsistence and fer-

riage of his company of the 4th batallion of York county
militia, on their march to New Jersey, 41 78/90 dollars

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Resolved, That an order for 2,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurer in favour of the delegates of Georgia, for

the use of the continental forces in that state ; the said

delegates to be accountable.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration the articles

of confederation; and, after some time, the president

resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Morton reported, that

the committee have made farther progress in the matter

15664—VOL v^-06 15
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referred to them ; but not having yet come to a conclusion,

desire leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to morrow, again

resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into

their farther consideration the articles of confederation.

Adjourned to 10 o' Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 1776

Congress having proceeded to the election of a regi-

mental pay master for the Delaware batallion,

John Yates, Esq^ was elected.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to

devise a plan for encouraging the Hessians, and other

foreigners, employed by the King of Great Britain, and
sent to America for the purpose of subjugating these

states, to quit that iniquitous service

:

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr.
[Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [Richard] Stockton.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to the order of the Board of War, such articles in

their possession, belonging to the Continent, as, in the

opinion of the said Board of War, are necessary for the

Delaware batallion

:

That the said committee be directed to send to General

Washington 30,000 flints.

A petition from William Bell & Co. was presented to

Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee on
Governor Trumbull's letter.

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be directed to supply the

captains, now in Philadelphia, belonging to Colonel

Hand's batallion, with such sums of money as will be
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sufficient to pay the bounty voted to non-commissioned
officers and soldiers, who iulist for three years.

The delegates of Pensylvania and Maryland, to whom
the petition of Lewis de Linkensdorff was referred,

brought in their report, which was taken into considera-

tion; Whereupon,
Resolved, That Lewis de Linkensdorff be appointed

adjutant to the German batallion, ordered to be raised

for the continental service.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congress pro-

ceeded to the election of major generals and the ballots

being taken and examined,

William Heath, Esqr 1

Joseph Spencer, Esqr
i i. j • i

John Sullivan, Esqr T^^'^
^^^'^^^ ^^J^^' ^^^^^^^^^

Nathanael Greene, Esqr
j

Resolved, That the hearing Commodore Hopkins be

postponed to Monday next, at 11 o'clock, and that Cap-
tain Jones be directed to attend the hearing at the time

above mentioned.

The Congress proceeded to the election of brigadier

generals, and the ballots being taken.

Colonel James Read
Colonel John Nixon
Colonel Arthur St. Clair

Colonel Alexander McDougall
Colonel Samuel Holden Parsons

Colonel James Clinton

Resolved, That the several matters to this day referred,

be postponed till to morrow.^

' "We find some difficulty to give satisfaction in the appointment of officers; and,

on tlie whole, it was thought the appointing the first Continental Colonel in the

respective States to the rank of Brigadiers was the least liable to objection." Josiah

Barllett to John Langdon, 11 August, 1776.

were elected brigadier

generals.
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Resolved, That 10,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel

J[ohu] Haslet for the use of his batalliou, he to be

accountable.

Resolved, That William Brown, master carpenter, who
is here from the camp on furlow, be ordered not to retui'n,

his service being necessary at the yard.

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, AUGUST lo, 1776

Resolved, That Isaac Cooper, ship joiner, be ordered

not to go to New Jersey ; his service being wanted

:

That William Whiting, a wounded soldier, be sent to

the hospital of Pensylvania, and supported at the expeuce

of the United States ; and, in case he dies, the expences

of his funeral be paid by the United States.

The Board of treasury report, that there is due.

To Colonel Jeremiah Duggan, three hundred and nine-

teen dollars and CO/90 in part payment of his account

against the continent, and for which he is to be charged

:

To Daniel Smith, for the weekly allowance of the fol-

lowing prisoners of war, viz. James Hughes, town major

of Montreal, and Captain Duncan Campbell, from the

19th January, to the 18 July last, is 24 6/7 weeks, at 2

dollars a week each, is 99 38/90 dollars

:

Major Stopford

Major Dunbar from the 26th April to 12th

Lieut. Harrison July, 1776, is eleven weeks

Lieut. Shuttleworth each, at 2 dollars per week,

Lieut. MacDonnel and is 132 dollars.

Captain Algeo

To Colonel Jacob Stroud, for expences of waggon hire,

in conducting Canadian prisoners, and part of the 26th

regiment, from Walpack, in New Jersey, to Reading and
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Bristol in Pensylvania, 219 54/90 dollars, of which 84

12/90, is a charge against the British troops, and 135 42/90

dollars, for the expence of the Canadians:

To John Bates, for one hundred and forty camp kettles,

186 60/90 dollars, which kettles are delivered to Colonel

Matlack

:

To Thomas Nevill for the materials and making travel-

ling carriages, for the cannon sent to North Carolina,

257 25/90 dollars

:

To William M'Gill, for expences of the first Pensyl-

vania batallion on their march to Canada, which is to be

charged to J. Shallus, quarter master of said batallion,

14 45/90 dollars:

To Joseph Haight, for the allowance to Captain Francis

Stuart and John Leslie, of the 26th regiment, from the

26th April to 11th July, and to Dr. Huddleston, of the

7th regiment from 26th April to the 1st July last, as

prisoners of war, 63 dollars

:

To Captain Joseph Spur, of Colonel Moore's batallion,

for the subsistence of his company of 28 men, on their

march from Chester county to New Jersey, the sum of 25

18/90 dollars

:

To Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Park, for the subsistence

of six men of Colonel Moore's batallion, on their march
from Chester county to New Jersey, 16 dollars

:

To Michael Gratz, for Indian goods provided by him
in May and June last, and delivered to the commissioners

for Indian affairs for the northern department, 653 87/90

dollars

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The said Board farther reported, that they have had
under their consideration, the accounts of Messrs. Price

and Haywood, which were re -committed to them, and
have re-examined the same, and find a balance due to
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them, of fifty uine thousand nine hundred and sixty two
dollars and 53/90 of a dollar, and they are of opinion the

said Sum ought to be paid to them in gold and silver

:

Ordered, That the said sum be paid accordingly.

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to

devise ways and means for paying Messrs. Price and
Haywood, and report to Congress.

Resolved, That an order for 3,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers in favour of the delegates of Delaware gov-

ernment, for the purpose of paying one month's advance

to the batallion of militia marching from that govern-

ment to the flying camp.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That commissions be made out, and sent to

General Washington, to be delivered to the several offi-

cers recommended in the list exhibited by the said

Board, to fill the vacancies mentioned in said list, except-

ing those persons recommended to fill the vacancies

occasioned by officers being in captivity, which ought not

to be filled, but to be left open, until those officers shall

be redeemed, and excepting the case of Lieutenant Colo-

nel Tyler, who is to have a commission for colonel of the

regiment lately commanded by Colonel Parsons, pro-

moted: and that Lieutenant Colonel Durkee have a com-
mission of colonel of the 20th regiment, and that Major
Prentice be made lieutenant colonel of the regiment, in

which he is now major; and Major Knolton lieutenant

colonel of the 20th regiment.

The Marine Committee brought in a report, which was
read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The committee on the causes of the miscarriages in

Canada, brought in a farther report, which was read

:
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Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken into considera-

tion on Tuesday next.

Resolved, That John Hughes be supplied with neces-

sary cloaths, by the managers of the Pensylvania Hospi-
tal, at the expence of the United States.

Resolved, That William Tudor, judge advocate general,

have the rank of lieutenant colonel in the army of the

United States; and that he be ordered to repair imme-
diately to the discharge of his duty at New York.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to Colonel [J.] Wilson, for the use of three com-
panies of his batallion, now in town, 11 lb. of powder,

and 44 lb. of lead:

That the said committee be directed to deliver to the

order of the Marine Committee, such quantity of arms
and ammunition, as may be necessary for the use of the

continental frigates.

The committee on sundry Canadian petitioners, re-

ported.

That the Reverend Mr. Louis Lotbiniere was, on the

26 January last, appointed, by General Arnold, chaplain

to the regiment under the command of Colonel James
Livingston, and acted in that capacity, until the retreat

of the army from Canada, and who was promised by
General Arnold, the pay of £14 10 per month, including

rations; and that there now is a balance of £46 17=124
84/90 dollars due, he having only received 78 dollars in

part and never drew more than one ration per day, since

his appointment; that Mona. Lotbinicrc.be allowed at the

rate of 30 dollars per month and 1/ per day in lieu of

rations not drawn from the 26 January last to this day.

and that the same ought to be paid to him, and that he

be continued a chaplain in the X)ay of the United States

:

That Jean Fisseul receive nine months' pay as a pri-
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vate, and a present of 20 dollars for particular service,

the whole equal to 80 dollars, and that he be permitted to

inlist in the artillery at New York

:

That Pierre du Calvet receive 106 2/3 dollars, for 8

months' pay as ensign, and a commission as a brevet first

lieutenant.

That Alexander du Clos receive 33 1/3 dollars, for

5 months' pay as a private, and be discharged, with

permission to inlist again in the service, at his election

:

That Jean Baptist du Vidal receive 56 dollars for seven

months' pay as a Serjeant, and be discharged, or con-

tinued in the service, at his election

:

That Louis Russe receive 32 dollars for his services as

a nurse and attendant on the sick, and a present of 40

dollars on account of his humanity to them

:

That Juet a Voir receive a present of 10 dollars, and be

discharged, or continued in service, at his election

:

That La Jeunesse receive a present of 40 dollars, and
be discharged

:

That John Hamptrenk [Hamtranck] receive 186 2/3

dollars, as deputy commissary, from the 15th September
to the 5 February, and 164 dollars for his pay as a captain

from the 5 of February to this day, being 6 months and
five days; the whole being 350 60/90 dollai-s.

That John Diamond and Walker Moody receive a pres-

ent of 40 dollars each

:

That Andrew Pepin receive 33 30/90 dollars, for 5

months' pay as a private, for his services as a volunteer,

and that he be continued in pay as a lieutenant

:

That all persons who have acted as volunteers in Can-
ada, and retreated with the army, be referred to General
Schuyler; and that he be directed to enquire into their

services and characters, and to order them such rewards
and wages as shall appear to have been merited

:
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That 300 dollars be advanced to Colonel James Liv-

ingston, and his general account against Congress be

referred to the inspection and determination of General

Schuyler.

Resolved, That the said report be agreed to.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 1776

Sundry letters being received were read ; viz.

One of the 8th from General Washington, with sundry

papers enclosed

;

One from Brigadier General Mercer, of , with one

enclosed from Colonel Dickinson to him :

^

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington,

with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board of War

:

That the letter from Brigadier General Mercer, with

the enclosed letter from Colonel Dickinson, be communi-
cated to the convention of Pensylvania.

Sundry resolutions, passed by the convention of New
York, were laid before Congress, and read.

Also a letter from a gentleman at Cape Francois, in

Hispaniola, July 23, was laid before Congress and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Secret Committee.

Resolved, That the delegates of North Carolina be

empowei'ed to send by water, at the risque of the Conti-

nent, the military stores necessary for that state.

On application of one of the parties,

Resolved, That the hearing the ap])eal against the sen -

tence passed on the schooner Thistle, be postponed to

Monday, the 26th instant.

'The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 363. It is printed in Writings of Washington, (Ford), IV, 331.
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The ooimeil of Safety - of Pcusylvauia having rccom -

mcuded Lcwla Liukouisdorf to - be first lieuteuant/ and

Philip Schrauder, as second lieutenant of the fifth com-
pany of Grermans, to be raised in that state,

Resolved, That he be accepted, and that a commission

be granted to him accordingly.

A letter of the 3d, from the council of Virginia, and one

of the same date, from Brigadier General Lewis, being

received, were read.'^

Agreeable to the order of the day, Commodore Hop-
kins attended, and was admitted ; when the examination,

taken before the Marine Committee, and the report of the

said Committee in consequence thereof, were read to him

;

and the commodore being heard in his own defence, and
having delivered in some further answers to the ques-

tions asked him by the Marine Committee, and two wit-

nesses being, at his request, introduced and examined, he

withdrew.

The Congress then took into consideration the instruc-

tions given to Commodore Hopkins, his examination and
answers to the Marine Committee, and the report of the

Marine Committee thereupon; and, the farther defence

by him made, and the testimony of the witnesses; and,

after some debate, the farther consideration thei'eof was
postponed.^

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow."*

'In the margin is written by Francis Hopkinson: "Before appointed adjutant to

the same Battalion, and Bernard Hubley appointed in his room. Page 65." [See

15 August, 1776, post.'\

» The letter of Lewis is in the Papers of the Cmtinental Congress, No. 159, folio 242.

That of the Council of Virginia is in No. 71, I, folio 53.

' See John Adams, Autobiography, Works, III, 65.

* Samuel Adams and William Whipple left Philadelphia this day.
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 1776

Resolved, That the 8th Virginia batallion be taken into

pay from the 25th day of May last, and the seventh from
the 17th day of June last passed, on which dayis they wore
muatcrod, being armed .

The Marine Committee having recommended William
Barnes for first lieutenant on board one of the frigates

built at Philadelphia; Thomas Vaughan, (second mate of

the ship Alfred,) to be third lieutenant of the Washington
frigate, commanded by Thomas Read, Esq^ and Elisha

Hinman, to the command of the Cabot,

Resolved, That they be accepted, and that commissions
be gi-anted to them accordingly; and that Captain Salton-

stal be ordered to discharge Mr. Vaughan, that he may
repair to the command to which he is now appointed.

Colonel Mercer, of the 3d Virginia batallion, being pro-

moted to the rank of brigadier general, and William
Christian, who was appointed colonel of the 1st batallion,

having declined accepting his commission, and Colonel

William Peachy, of the 5th regiment, having resigiied.

Congress proceeded to the election of officers to fill the

vacancies occasioned thereby, and the ballots being taken

and examined, Charles Scott, George Weedou, and Isaac

Reade, were elected colonels; Alexander Spotswood,
Thomas Marshall, and Robert Lawson, were elected lieu-

tenant colonels; and James Innis and John Green, were
elected majors.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due.

To Conrad Alster, for 214 meals supplied the militia on
their march to Jersey, the sum of 21 36/90 dollars

:

To James Davis, for 70 meals supplied Captain Clark's
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company of militia, on their march to New Jersey, 7 9/90

dollars

:

To Major Blackden,^ for the hire of a sleigh and two

horses from Albany to Quebec, cash expended going

express from General Arnold to Sorel, and for a horse,

bridle, and saddle, lost at Dechambeau, in the service of

the colonies, the sum of 153 dollars

:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The Board of Treasury to whom it was referred to

devise ways and means for paying Price and Heywood,
brought in their report; Whereupon,

Resolved, That an order be sent to General Schuyler and

General Gates, to pay all the specie that they may have

in their hands, belonging to the United States, to Messrs.

Price and Heywood, in part of the balance due to them
from the said states, and transmit an account thereof to

Congress

:

That the Committee of Treasury be directed to use

their endeavours to procure gold and silver, as quickly as

possible, to discharge the remainder:

That Messrs. Price and Haywood be allowed at the rate

of five per cent, per annum interest, for the balance that

may be due to them, after deducting the sum that maybe
paid them by Generals Schuyler and Gates, from the time

of such payment until the said balance is paid.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to advance one
month's pay to the officers and men from Maryland,

marching to the flying camp

:

That the [deputy] quarter master [general] be directed

to supply the troops from Maryland with such articles as

they may stand in need of, and which he has in his hands
belonging to the Continent.

' Samuel Blagden.
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Resolved, That the five millions of dollars, last ordered

to be emitted, consist of the following numbers and

denominations, viz.

76, 923 of 30 dollars each,
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Resolved, That an order for 296 1/3 dollars be paid to

the order of Messrs. Simon and Campbell, in full of a

draught drawn in their favour at Pittsburg, June 3, 1776,

by George Morgan, and that the same be charged to the

account of the commissioners for Indian affairs in the

middle department.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

deliver to Mr. James Mease, the sheeting, in their hands,

for the use of the continental troops.

Congress being informed that Alexander Ross is

detained at Pittsbiirg,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the commissioners

of Indian affairs, to enquire into this matter, and, if they

find no new cause for detaining him since he was before

the committee of Congress, and think it proper, that they

permit him to pursue his journey into the Indian country.

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee

appointed to consider the application of the Rev. Mr.
Leonard.

The member chosen, Mr. [Lyman] Hall.

A letter of the 12th, from Brigadier General Mercer,

being received, was read:^

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The Congress took into consideration the articles of

war, and, after some time spent thereon,

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be

postponed till to morrow.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

'This letter is in the Papers oj the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 174.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1776

A letter of the 12th, from General Washington, with a

general return of the army at New York, and sundry

other papers enclosed, being received, was read:^

Also, sundry letters from England being received, were

read.

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington,

with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board of

War.
On request of the delegates of New Jersey,

Resolved, That the tutors in Princeton college be de-

tained from going to the flying camp, and that the said

tutors be directed to continue in the said college exercis-

ing their several functions.

The committee appointed to devise a plan for encour-

aging the Hessians, and other foreigners, to quit the

British service, brought in a report, which was taken into

consideration ; Whereupon, the Congress came to the fol-

lowing resolution

:

Whereas it has been the wise policy of these states to

extend the protection of their laws to all those who should

settle among them, of whatever nation or religion they

might be, and to admit them to a participation of the

benefits of civil and religious freedom; and, the benevo-

lence of this practice, as well as its salutary effects, have
rendered it worthy of being continued in future times.

And whereas, his Britannic majesty, in order to de-

stroy our freedom and happiness, has commenced against

us a cruel and unprovoked war; and, unable to engage

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 371. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 337.
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Britons sufficient to execute his sanguinary measures, has

applied for aid to certain foreign princes, who are in the

habit of selling the blood of theu' people for money, and

from them has procured and transported hither consid-

erable numbers of foreigners.

And it is conceived, that such foreigners, if apprised of

the practice of these states, would chuse to accept of

lands, liberty, safety and a communion of good laws, and

mild government, in a country where many of then*

friends and relations are already happily settled, rather

than continue exposed to the toils and dangers of a long

and bloody war, waged against a people, guilty of no

other crime, than that of refusing to exchange freedom

for slavery; and that they will do this the more es-

pecially when they reflect, that after they shall have vio-

lated every Christian and moral precept, by invading,

and attempting to destroy, those who have never injm^ed

them or theu' country, their only reward, if they escape

death and captivity, will be a return to the despotism of

their prince, to be by him again sold to do the drudgery

of some other enemy to the rights of mankind.
And whereas, the parliament of Great Britain have

thought fit, by a late act, not merely to invite our troops

to desert our service, but to du-ect a compulsion of our

people, taken at sea, to serve against theu- country:

Resolved, Therefore, that these states will receive all

such foreigners who shall leave the armies of his Britan-

nic majesty in America, and shall chuse to become mem-
bers of any of these states ; that they shall be protected

in the free exercise of their respective religions, and be

invested with the rights, privileges and immunities of

natives, as established by the laws of these states ; and,

moreover, that this Congress will provide, for every such
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person, 50 Acres of unappropriated lands in some of these

states, to be held by him and his heirs in absolute

property.

Resolved, That the foregoing resolution be committed
to the committee, who brought in the report, and that

they be directed to have it translated into German, and
to take proper measures to have it communicated to the

foreign troops. In the meanwhile, that this be kept

secret.^

Resolved, That Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin be added to

the said committee.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To Captain William Ross, for subsistence and ferriage

of his company of 67 men, of Colonel Smith's batallion,

on their march from York county to New Jersey, the

the sum of 52 49/90 dollars.

To Daniel Smith, for Captain Thomas Gamble's allow-

ance, from 26th April to 10th August instant, being 15

weeks, at two Dollars per week, the sum of 30 dollars:

To John Davis, for thirty three days hire of a wagon
transporting the baggage of Captain Hay's company of

Colonel Irvine's batallion, from Carlisle to New York, 110

dollai's, and for forty one meals supplied Captain Thomas
Turbutt's company of Colonel Wilson's batallion, on

' In the Jefferson Papers (5th series, VIII, 4) is the following, written by John
Adams, and doubtless intended to serve as a preamble to these resolutions:

"Whereas it is probable, that among the officers of the foreign Troops, now in

the Service of the King of Great Britain, there may be many, of liberal Minds, pos-

sessed of just Sentiments of the Rights of human Nature and the inestimable Value
of Freedom; who may be prompted by the Feelings of Humanity, and a just

Indignation at the disgracefull Service to which they are devoted by an infamous

Contract between two arbitrary Sovereigns and at the Insult offered to them by
compelling them to war against an innocent People, who never offended them,

nor the Nation to which they belong, but are only contending for their just Rights;

to [abandon] renounce so dishonourable a Service: Therefore,

"Resolved, that all such officers who shall [forsake] abandon the Service"

15664^VOL V—06 16
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theii' march from Cumberland county to New Jersey, the

sum of 4 9/90 dollars.

To John Eshenbuth, for 19 meals of victuals supplied

recruits of Captain Cluggage's company of Colonel

Hand's batallion, 1 81/90 dollar:

To Colonel Clement Biddle, for one hundred and fifty

camp kettles, 200 dollars:

To Dr. John Coates, for a set of surgeon's instruments

lost on his march with General Arnold from Cambridge
to Quebec, the sum of 26 60/90 doUars:

To Sarah Campbell, for nursing and boarding seven

sick men belonging to the Captains Beaty, Benezet and
Miller's companies, 30 7/90 dollars.

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

A petition from sundry inhabitants at or near Wyomi^
Elisha Swift, and Adonijah Spanborrough, was presented

to Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the delegates from
Pensylvania and Connecticut.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Monsieur Weibert, now serving in the

continental army at New York, as an engineer, be ap-

pointed assistant engineer, with the rank and pay of lieu-

tenant colonel; and that his pay commence fi'om the

time of his engaging in the service.

That General Mercer be du*ected to discharge or gi'ant

furlows to Joseph Kerr, hatter, a private of Captain
Will's company in the first batallion; and to Philip

Mouse, stocking weaver, a private in Captain Kling's

company of the fourth batalHon of Philadelphia militia;

these two persons being applied for by Messrs. Mease and
Caldwell, commissaries, to whom then- services are iudis-
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pensably necessary in making and providing cloathing

for the army.

That the Council of the Massachusetts Bay, be requested to appoint,

one of the General Officers of their Militia to command the Troops,

which that State has ordered for its Defence, in the
order'dtoue Room of the Continental Regiments lately ordered

from Boston to N. York and Ticonderoga, which Gen-
eral Officer, shall be invested with the Same Powers, and Subject to

the same Duties, within that State, and be upon the same Establish-

ment, with the Continental General Officers, during the Continuance

of the said Troops in the Continental Service.'

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be postponed
till to Morrow.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 1776

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved, That James Livingston, having been ap-

pointed a colonel of a regiment by General Montgomery,
have a colonel's commission given him, with orders to

inlist as many companies of Canadians as are willing to

engage in the service ; and that the commander in chief,

in the northern department, be directed to recommend to

Congress, proper persons for officers under him.

The council of safety of Pensylvania, having recom-
mended Mr. Bernard Hubley, Jun. as first lieutenant in

'This report, dated "At a Board of War, August 13th, 1776, P. M.," is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I, folio 1. The first two paragraphs are

in the writing of Eichard Peters; the last is in that of John Adams.
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tlie fifth company of the German batallion, in the room
of Lcwia van Linkcnsdorf who chnaca to Gontinuc Adju
tant to said battalion.

Resolved^ That he be accepted, and that a commission

be granted to him accordingly.

A petition from Return Jonathan Meigs, in behalf of

himself and others, was presented to Congress, and read:^

\_Resolve(J, That it] referred to the Board of War.
Eesolved, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of James Mease, for the use of

the militia going to New Jersey.

Resolved, That the sum of 500 dollars be lodged in the

hands of the auditor general, for the purpose of discharg-

ing small debts; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be du-ected to

deliver to Colonel M'Callister, eight stand of arms for

the use of his batallion, the said committee taking secu-

rity for the return of said arms

:

That the said committee be du'ected to deliver to the

delegates of North Carolina, five tons of lead, for the use

of the troops in that Colony [state]

.

The committee to whom the letter from Governor
Trumbull of the 19th of July, with sundry depositions

and papers, was referred, brought in their report, which
was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

A petition from Jeremiah Dugan, was presented and
read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the instruc-

tions given to Commodore Hopkins, his examination and

'This petition, dated Philadelpliia, August 16, 1776, is in the Papers of the Conii-

nerUal Congress, No. 42, V, folio 15.
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answers, &c. and, thereupon, came to the following

resolution

:

Resolved, That the said Commodore Hopkins, during

his cruize to the southward, did not pay due regard to the

tenor of his instructions, whereby he was expressly

directed to annoy the enemy's ships upon the coasts of

the southern states; and, that his reasons for not going

from Providence immediately to the Carolinas, are by no
means satisfactory.^

At the request of [the delegates of] Pennsylvania, the

farther consideration of the report was postponed till to

morrow.
Sundry letters being received, were read; viz

One, from General Washington, of the 14th

One from General Gates, of the 5th

;

One from General Schuyler, of the 7th.-

Resolved, That 500,000 dollars be sent to Mr. Trumbull,

deputy pay master general, for the use of the army in the

northern department.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to the order of the Marine Committee, such stores

by them imported as are necessary for the fleet.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

'"I fear the Confederation will not Vje finished in time to be laid before our

Assembly at their next sitting. Last week passed without looking at it. Other
affairs have taken up the whole time. Near two days were taken up about Com-
modore Hopkins; and we had the pleasure to be for the greatest part of that time
entertained by the eloquence of some of our Southern brethren, particularly that

polite speaker, Middleton. The Congress at last found Hopkins guilty of not paying
proper attention to hia orders." Josiah Barllett to Williarn Whipple, 18 August, 1776.

''The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the ConliwrUal Congress, No. 152, H,
folio 401. That of Schuyler is in No. 153, II, folio 267. That of Gates is in No. 154,

I, folio 27.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST i6, 1776

A letter, from General Washington, of the 15th, being

received, was read/

The Board of Treasury, who were appointed to prepare

Instructions for the commissioners appointed to settle the

accounts of the army at New York, and in the northern

department, brought in a draught, which was read and
agreed to as follows

:

To
Gentlemen: You are appointed commissioners by the Congress, to

liquidate the accounts of the army in

You will, therefore, proceed immediately to and apply to

general to direct all persons who have been engaged in transact-

ing public business, to lay their accounts before you.

In your examination, you will observe the utmost exactness; taking

care not to allow any accounts for which proper vouchers are not pro-

duced. No officer is permitted by Congress to hold two commissions;

consequently, is not to receive pay for two.

Every colonel of a batallion ought to produce muster rolls, certified

by the muster master, or such other person as may have been appointed

by the commanding officer, to muster the men, of the number his

batallion, from time to time, consisted of.

No allowance of pay, or rations, to be made to any officer for men
who have not been actually in the continental service.

If, in the settlement of these accounts, you shall discover any frauds

to have been practised, or abuses committed by misapplication of

public monies, you shall take particular notice of them, and make
especial report to the Committee of Treasury. When you have com-

pleated this business, you are to transmit a copj' of your proceedings,

with accounts, to the Committee of Treasury, to be by them finally

adjusted and discharged.

Ordered., That a copy be made out and delivered to the

respective commissioners.

Resolved, That the sum of 250,000 dollars be sent to

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 413. It

is printed in Writings 0/ Washington (Ford), IV, 346.
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Ebenezer Hancock, Esq' deputy pay master general, for

the use of the army in the eastern department.

Resolved., That the sum of 1,000 dollars be advanced to

Captain John David Woelper, for the bounty money, &c.

of his company; he to be accountable.

A petition from Dr. Samuel Stringer, was presented to

Congress and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Medical Committee.

Resolved, That the Medical Committee be empowered to

purchase such medicines as they judge proper and useful

for the army.

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee to

whom were referred the letters and papers respecting the

murder of Mr. Parsons

:

The member chosen, Mr. J[ohu] Adams.
The committee, to whom the letter from General Put-

nam, in favour of the Rev. Abiel Leonard, was referred,

reported.

That it appears, from a farther certificate of General

Putnam, that Mr. Leonard performed the duty of a chap-

lain to other regiments than that of the general's, for the

space of eight months, for which he has had no compen-
sation ; and that it also appears, that Mr. Leonard's serv-

ices, at that time in the army, were very necessary and
useful: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the sum of 300 dollars be paid to the said

Mr. Abiel Leonard, as a reward for his services.

Resolved, That the letters received yesterday from Gen-
eral Washington, General Schuyler, and General Gates,

be referred to the Board of War.
The Congress resumed the consideration of the instruc -

tions given to Commodore Hopkins, his examination and

answers, &c. and, thereupon came to the following

resolution

:
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Resolved, That the said conduct of Commodore Hopkins

deserves the censure of this house, and the house does

accordingly censure him.

Ordered, That a copy of the resolutions passed against

Commodore Hopkins be transmitted to him.

The Secret Committee having informed Congress that

a quantity of powder about five tons was arrived in New
Jersey,

Resolved, That the said Secret Committee be directed

to send the said powder to Brigadier General Mercer for

the use of the flying camp, under a proper guard.

^

The several matters to this day referred, being farther

postponed.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 1776

A letter of the 13th, from General Washington, being

received, was read.^

The delegates of New Jersey laid before Congress a

resolution of their convention, empowering any one of

them to represent the said state in Congress, in these

words

:

In Pkovincial Congress, New Jersey,

Burlmgton, June 22'\ 1776.

Upon the Question, whether one or more Delegates shall be a Quo-

rum to represent this Province in Continental Congress, it was carried

in Favour of one.

Extract from the Minutes,
William Paterson, Secretary.^

'In the margin is written by Francis Hopkinson: "reconsidered and ordered to

ttie city of Piiiladelphia; it appearing to Congress that for the present there is a suf-

ficient quantity of Powder in the Jerseys for the use of the troops."

*This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 393.

' The original is in the Papers of the Continental Cmgress, New Jersey, Credentials of

Delegates.
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The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To John Bates, for 187 camp kettles, delivered to Colo-

nel Clement Biddle, deputy quarter master general, 249

dollars

:

To George Buuner, for a riffle purchased by Lieutenant

Moses Rawling, from John Piper, in Maryland, for the

use of Captain Grier's riffle company, and to be charged

to the said company, 10 60/90 dollars

:

To Messrs. Gibson and Aston, for 5 riffles furnished

Captain Morgan's company of rifflemen, by persons in

Frederick county, Virginia, and certified by the commit-
tee there, and to be charged to the said Morgan, 65 30/90

dollars

:

To James Mercer, for furnishing 597 meals of victuals

to the militia on their march to New Jersey, 59 63/90

dollars

:

To William Clayton, for furnishing 454 meals of vict-

uals supplied the militia on their march to Nev^ Jersey,

45 36/90 dollars:

To William Alliboue, for his expences in search of

flint stones, by direction of the Board of War, 6 dollars

:

To Joseph Hinzey, for 7 chairs and a stool, for the use

of the treasury office, 15 18/90 dollars

:

To William M'Carroll, for the passage of prisoners

taken by Captain Barry from Egg Harbour to this city,

with their maintenance on the road, 4 56/90 dollars

:

To Colonel Henry Haller, 425 dollars and 39/90 of a

dollar, of which sum 20 dollars is to be charged to Cap-
tain Nelson, for two riffles delivered to him by David
Miers ; fourteen dollars 54/90 of a dollar to the army, for

rations supplied Captain Nelson's company; twenty four

dollars for contingent charges of three expresses; and
366 75/90 dollars for provisions for the prisoners at



664 Journals of Congress

Reading, with fire wood, salt, straw, &c. including 39

days' service of said Haller:

To George Struyly's, for entertainment of the militia

on their march to New Jersey, 78 64/90 dollars

:

To Robert Jewell, for sundry bills for the repair of the

old gaol in Philadelphia, and work done at the new gaol,

178 53/90 dollars.

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The committee on Indian affairs, to whom sundry let-

ters and papers from Pittsburg were referred, having

examined them, laid the same on the table, and desired

they might be read, which was done.

Resolved, That an order for 50 dollars be drawn on the

treasurer, in favour of G[eorge] Morgan, for the use of

P[eter] Long, for his services in the Indian country.

Resolved, That the accounts of G[eorge] Morgan, Esq^

be referred to the Board of Treasury.

A letter of this day, from Martin Johnson, lieutenant

of artillery, was laid before Congress and read ; wherein

he desires Congress to enquire into the circumstances of

Mr. Anstruther's diamond ring, which he acknowledges

he has ; that he never made a secret of it ; that he did not

break open Mr. Anstruther's trunk, that he found the ring

sometime after the garrison capitulated, and thought it

to be a prize; and, for the truth of what he asserts, refers

Congress to the certificates of several principal officers.

Resolved, That Lieutenant Martin Johnson be du-ected

to deliver the ring to the secretary of the War Office, who
is ordered to send the same to Mr. Anstruther, the owner.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee to whom was referred Brigadier General

Wooster's letter, requesting an enquiry into his conduct

while he had the honour of commanding the continental

forces in Canada, which was read, as follows

:
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That Brigadier General Wooster produced copies of a

number of letters which passed between him and General

Schuyler, and of his letters to Congress ; from which it

appears that he, from time to time, gave seasonable and

due notice of the state of the army under his command,
and what supplies were, in his opinion, necessary to ren-

der the enterprize successful ; that a number of officers

and other gentlemen from Canada, who were acquainted

with his conduct there, and who happened occasionally to

be in this city, were examined before the committee;

to which letters, and the minutes of the examination of

the witnesses herewith exhibited, the committee beg leave

to refer Congress for further information, and report, as

the opinion of the committee, upon the whole of the

evidence that was before them, that nothing censurable or

blameworthy appears against Brigadier General Wooster.

The report being again read, was agreed to.^

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That Gustavus Risberg be appointed assistant

quarter master to Clement Biddle, deputy quarter master

general to the flying camp, and that he reside at Phila-

delphia.

Resolved, That General Washington be desu-ed to pro-

pose an exchange of his Britannic majesty's prisoners,

captivated at St. Johns and Chambly, for those in the

service of the United States, taken in Canada

:

That Major Meggs [Meigs] be exchanged for Major

French, and Captain Henry Dearborn for an officer of his

rank

:

That in case a general exchange of prisoners should not

be agreed to, that provision be made for supplying our

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 9 October, 1776. See John Adams, Autobi-

ography, Works, III, 67.
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prisoners in Canada with necessaries, by procuring and
sending bills of exchange, drawn by British officers, pris-

oners in these states; or, if such cannot be obtained,

that cash be sent to them.

Besolved, That it be recommended to the convention of

Maryland, to raise and arm two batallions upon the con-

tinental establishment

:

That the men for the said batallions be inlisted to serve

during the war, unless sooner discharged by Congress

:

That the said convention recommend to Congress suit-

able persons for field officers of the said batallions, and
appoint all the other officers

:

That the said batallions be taken into continental pay
so soon as they are armed and accoutred for service, and
accordingly mustered:

That 20,000 dollars be sent to the said convention, to

defray the expences of raising the said batallions ; to be

accounted for to Congress

Colonel Biddle having, by order of General Mercer,

applied for the following articles, viz. 500 firelocks with
bayonets, 500 bayonets with scabbards of different sizes,

200 spare ramrods, 4,000 priming wires, and 20,000 flints:

Resolved^ That Mr. James Mease, commissary, be di-

rected to provide and deliver to Colonel Biddle, or his

order, the above articles, or as many of them as can be

procured.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read ; viz.

One from General Washington, of the 12, with the

proceedings and judgment of a court martial against

Colonel Donald Campbell:^

Resolved, That the proceedings and judgment of the

court martial against Colonel Campbell, be sent to Gen-
eral Schuyler for his approbation or disapprobation.

Another letter, from General Washington, of the 14,

with sundry papers enclosed, relative to Mr. Nubele
[Moeballe] , a foreigner:'"

Resolved, That this letter, with the papers enclosed, be

referred to the Board of War.
A letter from Commodore Hopkins, of the 17th ;^

Whereupon,
Resolved, That Commodore Hopkins be du'ected to re-

pair to Rhode Island, and take the command of the fleet

formerly put under his care.

A letter from Lieutenant Martin Johnson, of the 19th;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the stoppage of Lieutenant Martin

Johnson's pay at the pay office be taken off, and that he

receive what is due to him.

A letter from Brigadier General Wooster of the 19th

;

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Board of War having recommended Captain James
Chapman for major of Colonel Tyler's and Captain

Thomas Dyer to be major of Colonel Durkee's regiment,

iThis letter is in the Papers of the CmUinental Cmgres^, No. 152, II, folio 383. It is

printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 340.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 397. It

introduced a Captain Moeballe, a Dutch gentleman from Surinam.

'This letter ia in the Papers oftlie Continental Congress, No. 78, XI, folio 79.
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Resolved^ That they be accepted, and that commissions

be granted to them accordingly.

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be empowered
to employ another press to print the bills of credit, and

that Matthew Clarkson Esquire, and Walter Shee, be

appointed superintendents of the press, in addition to

those already appointed for that service.

A petition from Chapman Ashur was presented to Con-

gress, and read.

The committee on Indian affairs, to whom the letters

from the commissioners of Indian affairs in the middle

and southern departments were referred, brought in their

report, which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That it be left to the discretion of the com-

missioners in the middle department, to postpone the

holding the treaty with the Indians in their department,

to such time as they think best; and that, if, by con-

tinuing at Pittsburg in the mean while, they are of

opinion they shall be able to bring the Indians into a

friendly disposition, and to render the treaty more gen-

eral, they be desired to continue there

:

That the invitation given by the said commissioners to

such of the Six Nations of Indians, as live on the waters

of the Ohio, to attend the said treaty, be approved;

That the said commissioners be instructed to make
diligent enquiry into the murder lately committed by
Indians, in the neighbourhood of Pittsburg, on one Craw-
ford ; and that, as soon as they discover by whom the

same was committed, they demand due punishment on
the offender or offenders, which being granted, this Con-
gress will not consider the same as a national act :

That the said commissioners invite such of the Indian

chiefs and warriors of theu' department, as they think



August, 1776 669

best, to visit Congress at Philadelphia, after the conclu-

sion of the treaty with them

:

That as it now appears fully that the former Proposals by Congress

to the Indians to observe a neutrality in the present war as [are] much
approved by them, and that the same Line of Conduct pursued will

be more likely to prevent their becoming hostile to these States, all

latter Resolutions desiring them to take part with us, be revoked, and

the Commissioners in the several Departments bo instructed still to

press on them a neutrality of Conduct.'

That the following extract from the speech of Logan,

an Indian chief, be transmitted to the commissioners for

the middle department, viz. "We still hear bad news.

Conneodico and some of us are constantly threatened.

And the Bear-skin, a trader from Pennsylvania, amongst

others, says, a great reward is offered to any person, who
will take or entice either of us to Pittsburg, where we
are to be hung up like dogs by the Big -knife. This being

true, how can we think of what is good. That it is true

we have no doubt, and you may depend on it, that the

Bear -skin told Metopsica every word of what I have

mentioned." And that they be directed to do all in their

power to remove every jealousy of the United States, or

either of them, from the minds of the Indians. And, as

it may possibly happen, that the persons concerned in

the Indian trade, in order to engross to themselves or to

the traders of their own state, the whole of the said

Indian trade, may, by false suggestions, endeavour to

poison the minds of the said Indians, and render them
inimical to any other state, and so involve such state in

an Indian war, that it be therefore recommended to the

assemblies and conventions of the several states, from
which trade is carried on with the Indians, that they take

' Against this paragraph is written " postpon'd."
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the most effectual measures to prevent the traders of

their respective states from pursuing a practice so dan-

gerous to the peace of the United States

:

That so much of the Indian speech as relates to the

Nautikokes, be sent to the convention of Maryland, and

that they be requested to give Congress siich information

upon the subject as they can obtain

:

That agreeable to the proposition fi'om the commis-

sioners for Indian affairs in the southern department,

Mr. Galphin and Mr. Ray be desu-ed to invite such of the

head men of the Creeks, as they shall think expedient,

to visit Congress at Philadelphia, and that Mr. Galphin or

Mr. Ray be requested to attend them hither, and that

Congress will defray the expences of such journey.^

Resolved., That the part of the report respecting the

neutrality of the Indians be postponed.

Resolved., That the sum of tvs^elve hundred dollars be

advanced to the commissioners appointed to audit and
settle the accounts of the ai*my at New York, and in the

northern department; they to be accountable.

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles of

war, as revised by the committee for that purpose

appointed, and after some time, the farther consideration

thereof was postponed.'

• This report, in tlie writing of Edward Rutledge, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 30, folio 161.

' "This report was made by me and Mr. Jefferson, in consequence of a letter from
General Washington, sent by Colonel Tudor, Judge Advocate-General, representing

the insufficiency of the articles of war, and requesting a revision of them. Mr. John
Adams and Mr. Jefferson were appointed a committee to hear Tudor, and revise the

articles. It was a very difficult and unpopular subject, and I observed to Jefferson,

that whatever alteration we should report with the least energy in it, or the least

tendency to a necessary discipline of the army, would be opposed with as much
vehemence, as if it were the most perfect; we might as well, therefore, report a

complete system at once, and let it meet its fate. Something perhaps might be
gained. There was extant one system of articles of war which had carried two
empires to the head of mankind, the Roman and the British; for the British articles
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Resolved, That Captain Archibald Hamilton be per-

mitted to reside at New Brunswick, till the farther orders

of Congress.

The committee to whom was referred, the petition

from Elisha Swift, &c. brought in their report.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due.

To Jacob Vanderheyden for cloathing supplied the army
in Canada, viz. To Captain Ten Eyck's company,
£256 15 5 ; to Captain John Visher's company £188 14 5

;

to Captain John Veisgar, £34 6 6; to Captain John Graim,
£52 7; to General Arnold, for the army, £41 19; for

shoes purchased by order of the commissioners of Con-
gress, £21 12; the whole amounting to five hundred and
ninety five pounds seven shillings and eleven pence,

lawful money of Canada, equal to one thousand nine

hundred and eighty four dollars and 59/90 of a dollar

:

To George Morgan, Esq^ for the balance of his account

for sundries supplied for the middle department, to be

of war were only a literal translation of the Roman. It would be in vain for us to

seek in our own inventions, or the records of warlike nations, for a more complete

system of military discipline. It was an observation founded in undoubted facts,

that the prosperity of nations had been in proportion to the discipline of their forces

by sea and land; I was, therefore, for reporting the British articles of war, totidem

verbis. Jefferson, in those days, never failed to agree with me, in every thing of a

political nature, and he very cordially concurred in this. The British articles of

war were, accordingly, reported, and defended in Congress by me assisted by some
others, and finally carried. They laid the foundation of a discipline which, in time,

brought our troops to a capacity of contending with British veterans, and a rivalry

with the best troops of France

"The articles are inserted in the Journal of this day, [September 20,] and need not

be transcribed; they are the system which I persuaded Jefferson to agree with me in

reporting to Congress. They fill about sixteen pages of the Journal. In Congress,

Jefferson never spoke, and all the labor of the debate on those articles, paragraph

by paragraph, was thrown upon me, and such was the opposition, and so undigested

were the notions of liberty prevalent among the majority of the members most
zealously attached to the public cause, that to this day I scarcely know how it was

possible that these articles could have been carried. They were adopted, however,

and have governed our armies with little variation to this day." John Adams,
Autobiography, Works, III, 68, 83.

15664^voL V—OG—17
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charged to the commissioners of Indian affairs for said

department, three hundred and seventy seven dollars and

of a 75/90 dollar:

To Robert Erwin, for the hire of four teams, and their

ferriage, to New York, 162 20/90 dollars:

To Christian Vogt, for 116 meals of victuals supplied

the troops on their march to New Jersey, 7 33/90 dollars

;

and that the same be paid to George Hufnagel

:

To George Hufnagel, for 666 meals supplied the troops

on their march to New Jersey, 42 25/90 dollars

:

To Colonel Jeremiah Duggan, for the balance of his

account for supplies to the army in Canada, exclusive of

sundry articles for which he has produced no vouchers,

698 dollars and 45/90 of a dollar

:

Ordered^ That the said accounts be paid.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1776

A letter of the 18th, from General Washington, with

sundry papers enclosed, was laid before Congress, and

read:^

Resolved^ That the same be referred to a committee of

five:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[Benjamin] Franklin, Mr. [Edward] Rutledge, Mr.

J[ohn] Adams, and Mr. [William] Hooper.

A petition from Harduin Mertlet, was presented to

Congress, and read,

Resolved, That it be referred to the Canada committee.

»This letter is in the Papers of the Cmitinental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 433.
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The committee to whom was referred, the petition of

Dr. Stringer, brought in their report, which was taken

into consideration; whereupon.

Resolved, That Dr. Morgan was appointed director

general and physician in chief of the American hospital

:

That Dr. Stringer was appointed director and physician

of the hospital in the northern department only •

That every director of a hospital possesses the exclusive

right of appointing surgeons and hospital officers of all

kinds, agreeable to the resolutions of Congress of the 17

of July, in his own department, unless otherwise directed

by Congress

:

That Dr. Stringer be authorized to appoint a surgeon

for the fleet now fitting out upon the lakes

:

That a Druggist be appointed in Philadelphia, whose
business it shall be, to receive and deliver all medicines,

instruments, and shop furniture for the benefit of the

United States:

That a salary of thirty dollars a month be paid to the

said druggist for his labour.

Congress proceeded to the election of a druggist, and,

the ballots being taken, Dr. William Smith was elected.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To Joseph Haight, for sundry supplies of provisions

and wood for the British prisoners at Burlington, from
the 10th June to the 18th July last, two hundred and

seventy seven dollars and 36/90 of a dollar

:

Ordered, That the same be paid

A letter from Mease and Caldwell was laid before

Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three

:

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Walton, Mr. [Rob-

ert] Morris, and Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine.
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Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole

to take into their farther consideration the Articles of Con-

federation; and after some time, the president resumed

the chair, and Mr. [John] Morton reported, that the com-

mittee having had under consideration the articles of

Confederation, had gone through the same, [and] have

agreed to sundry articles, which he was ordered to submit

to Congress.

The report of the committee being read,

Articles^ of Confederation and Perpetual Union, hetiveen the Colonies^ of

New-Hampshire, The counties of New- Castle,

Massachusetts-Bay, Kent and Sussex on Delaware,

Rhode-Island, Maryland,

Connecticut, Virginia,

New- Torh, North- Carolina,

Neio-Jersey, South- Carolina, and

Pennsylvania, Georgia.

FIRST PRINTED FORM SECOND PRINTED FORM

Art. 1. THE Name of this Con- Art. I. THE name of this Con-

federacy shall be ''The United federacy shall be "The United

States of America." States of America."

Art. II. The said Colonies unite Art. II. The said States hereby

themselves so as never to be severally enter into a firm league

divided by any Act whatever, and of friendship with each other, for

hereby severally enter into a firm their common defence, the security

League of Friendship with each of their liberties, and their mutual

' A copy of this second printed issue of the Articles of Confederation is in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 47, folio 29. In order to show more clearly the changes

made in the text while under consideration, the first printed form (see note under

July 12, ante, ) is printed in parallel with the second reported this day.

A copy of the first issue is in Jefferson Papers, with manuscript changes in the

writing of Thomas Jefferson. These changes, except in the cases mentioned in the

notes, follow those that are made by Thomson during the consideration of the Arti-

cles before August 20, and are thus embodied in the second printed form.

Jefferson made some notes on the debates, which are printed at the end of this

year's journals.

' This word was changed to "States" in the second printed fonu of the Articles.
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other, for their common Defence,

the Security of their Liberties, and

their mutual and general Welfare,

binding the said Colonies to assist

one another against all Force

offered to or attacks made upon

them or any of them, on Account

of Religion, Sovereignty, Trade,

or any other Pretence whatever. ^

Art. III. Each Colony shall re-

tain and enjoy as much of its pres-

ent Laws, nights and Customs, as

it may think fit, and reserves to

itself the sole and exclusive Regu-

lation and Government of its in-

ternal police, in all matters that

shall not interfere with the Articles

of this Confederation.

Art. IV. No Colony or Colo-

nies, without the Consent of the

United States assembled, shall send

any Embassy to or receive any

Embassy from, or enter into any

Treaty, Convention or Conference

with the King or Kingdom of

Great-Britain, or any foreign

Prince or State; nor shall any Col-

ony or Colonies, nor any Servant

or Servants of the United States,

or of any Colony or Colonies, ac-

cept of any Present, Emolument,

Office, or Title of any Kind what-

ever, from the King or Kingdom
of Great-Britain, or any foreign

Prince or State; nor shall the

United States assembled, or any

Colony grant any Title of Nobility.

' The .Jefferson copy here adda "by any
'' Ou the Dickinson manuscript Thomson

and general welfare, binding them-

selves to assist each other against

all force offered to or attacks made
upon them or any of them, on

account of religion, sovereignty,

trade, or any other pretence what-

ever.'

Art. III. Each State reserves

to itself the sole and exclusive

regulation and government of its

internal police, in all matters that

shall not interfere with the articles

of this Confederation.

Art. IV. No State, without the

consent of the United States in

Congress Assembled, shall send

any Embassy to or receive any

embassy from, or enter into any

conference, agreement, alliance

or treaty with any King, Prince

or State; nor shall any person

holding any office of profit or trust

under the United States or any

[of] them, accept of any present,

emolument, office, or title of any

kind whatever, from any King,

Prince or foreign State; nor shall

the United States Assembled, or

any of them, grant any title of

nobility.

power foreign to this confederacy."

lias written "agreed" against this article.
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Aet. V. No two or more States

shall enter into any treaty, con-

federation or alliance whatever

between them, without the Con-

sent of the United States in Con-

gress Assembled, specifying ac-

curately the purposes for which

the same is to be entered into, and

how long it shall continue.

Art. V. No two or more Colo-

nies shall enter into any Treaty,

Confederation or Alliance what-

ever between them, without the

previous and free Consent and Al-

lowance of the United States as-

sembled, specifying accurately the

Purposes for which the same is to

be entered into, and how long it

shall continue.'

Art. VI. The Inhabitants of

each Colony shall henceforth al-

ways have the same Rights, Lib-

erties, Privileges, Immunities and

Advantages, in the other Colonies,

which the said Inhabitants now
have, in all Cases whatever, ex-

cept in those provided for by the

next following Article.

Art. VII. The Inhabitants of

each Colony shall enjoy all the

Rights, Liberties, Privileges, Im-

munities, and Advantages, in

Trade, Navigation, and Commerce,

in any other Colony, and in going

to and from the same from and to

any Part of the World, which the

Natives of such Colony enjoy.

Art. VIII. Each Colony may
assess or lay such Imposts or Du-

ties as it thinks proper, on Impor-

tations or Exportations, provided

such Imposts or Duties do not in-

terfere with any Stipulations in

Treaties hereafter entered into by

the United States assembled, with

the King or Kingdom of Great-

Britain, or any foreign Prince or

State.

' On the Dickinson manuscript Thomson has written "agreed " against this article.

Art. VI. No State shall lay any

imposts or duties which may in-

terfere with any stipulations in

treaties hereafter entered into by

the United States Assembled with

any King, Prince or State.
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Art. IX. No standing Army or

Body of Forces shall be kept up
by any Colony or Colonies in

Times of Peace, except such a

Number only as may be requisite

to garrison the Forts necessary

for the Defence of such Colony or

Colonies: But every Colony shall

always keep up a well regulated

and disciplined Militia, sufficiently

armed and accoutred; and shall

provide and constantly have ready

for Use in Public Stores, a due

Number of Field Pieces and Tents,

and a proper Quantity of Ammu-
nition, and Camp Equipage.

Art. X. When Troops are raised

in any of the Colonies for the com-

mon Defence, the Commission Of-

ficers proper for the Troops raised

in each Colony, except the Gen-

eral Officers, shall be appointed by
the Legislature of each Colony

respectively, or in such manner as

shall by them be directed.

Art. XI. All Charges of Wars
and all other Expences that shall

bo incurred for the

postponed commou Defence, or

general Welfare, and
allowed by the United States as-

Art. VII. No vessels of war
shall be kept up in time of peace

by any State, except such number
only as shall be deemed necessary

by the United States Assembled
for the defence of such state or its

trade, nor shall any body of forces

be kept up by any State in time

of peace, except such number only

as in the judgment of the United

States in Congress Assembled
shall be deemed requisite to gar-

rison the forts necessary for the

defence of such State, but every

State shall always keep up a well

regulated and disciplined Militia,

sufficiently armed and accoutred,

and shall provide and constantly

have ready for use in public stores

a due number of field pieces and
tents and a proper quantity of

mmunition and a camp equipage.

Art. VIII. When land forces

are raised by any State for the

common defence, all officers of or

under the rank of Colonel, shall

be appointed by the legislatures

of each State respectively, by
whom such forces shall be raised,

or in such manner as such State

shall direct, and all vacancies shall

be filled up by the State which
first made the appointment.

Art. IX. All charges of war
and all other expences that shall

be incurred for the common de-

fence, or general welfare, and

allowed by the United States As-

sembled, shall be defrayed out of
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sembled, shall be defrayed out of

a common Treasury, which shall

be supplied bj^ the several Colo-

nies in Proportion to the Num-
ber of Inhabitants of every Age,

Sex and Quality except Indians

not paying Taxes, in each Colony,

a true Account of which, distin-

guishing the white Inhabitants

shall be triennially taken and

transmitted to the Assembly of

the United States. The Taxes for

paying that Proportion shall be

laid and levied by the Authority

and Direction of the Legislatures

of the several Colonies, within

the Time agreed upon by the

United States assembled.'

Art. XII. Every Colony shall

abide by the Determinations of

the United States assembled, con-

cerning the Services performed
and Losses or Expences incurred

by every Colony for the common
Defence or general Welfare, and

no Colony or Colonies shall in any
Case whatever endeavor by Force

to procure Kedress of any Injury

or Injustice supposed to be done
by the United States to such Col-

ony or Colonies in not granting

such Satisfactions, Indemnifica-

tions, Compensations, Retribu-

tions, Exemptions, or Benefits of

an}' Kind, as such Colony or Col-

onies may think just or reason-

able.

' On the Dickinson manuscript Thomson wrote first

agreed" against this article.

a common treasury, which shall

be supplied by the several States

in proportion to the number of

inhabitants of every age, sex and

quality except Indians not paying

taxes, in each State, a true account

of which, distinguishing the white

inhabitants shall be triennially

taken and transmitted to the As-

sembly of the United States. The
taxes for paying that proportion

shall be laid and levied by the

authority and direction of the

legislatures of the several States,

within the time agreed upon by
the United States Assembled.

Art. X. Every State shall abide

by the determinations of the

United States in Congress Assem-

bled, on all questions which by this

Confederation are submitted to

them.

Postponed" and then
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Art. XIII. No Colony or Col-

onies shall engage in any War
without the previous Consent of

the United States assembled, un-

less such Colony or Colonies be

actually invaded by Enemies, or

Art. XI. No State shall engage

in any war without the consent of

the United States in Congress As-

sembled, unless such State be actu-

ally invaded by enemies, or shall

have received certain advice of a

shall have received certain Advice resolution being formed by some
of a Resolution being formed by nation of Indians to invade such

some Nations of Indians to invade State, and the danger is so immi-

such Colony or Colonies, and the nent, as not to admit of a delay,

Danger is so imminent, as not to till the other States can be con-

admit of a Delay, till the other Col- suited: Nor shall any State grant

onies can be consulted: Nor shall commissions to any ships or ves-

any Colony or Colonies grant sels of war, nor letters of marque
Commissions to any Ships or Ves- or reprisal, except it be after a

sels of War, nor Letters of declaration of war by the United

Marque or Reprisal, except it be States Assembled, and then only

after a Declaration of War by the against the Kingdom or State and

United States assembled, and then the subjects thereof against which

only against the Kingdom or State war has been so declared and un-

and the Subjects thereof, against der such regulations as shall be

established by the United States

Assembled.

which War has been so declared,

and under such Regulations as

shall be established by the United

States assembled.'

Art. XIV. No Purchases of

Lands, hereafter to be made of

the Indians by Colonies

postpi or private Persons be-

fore the Limits of the

Colonies are ascertained, to be

valid: All Purchases of Lands not

included within those Limits,

where ascertained, to be made by

Contracts between the United

States assembled, or by Persons

for that Purpose authorized by

'On the Dickinson manuscript Thomson has written "agreed'

article.

against this
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them, and the great Councils of

the Indians, for the general Ben-

efit of all the United Colonies.^

Art. XV. When the Bounda-

ries of any Colony shall be ascei'-

taiued by Agreement,
postp? or in the Manner herein

after directed, all the

other Colonies shall guarantee to

such Colony the full and peaceable

Possession of, and the free and

entire Jurisdiction in and over

the Territory included within such

Boundaries.^

Art. XVI. For the more con- Art. XII. For the more con-

venient Management of the gen venient management of the gen-

eral Interests of the United States, eral interests of the United States,

Delegates should be annually ap- Delegates shall be annually ap-

pointed in such Manner as the pointed in such manner as the

Legislature of each Colony shall legislature of each State shall di-

direct, to meet at the City of rect, to meet at the city of Phila-

Philadelphia, in the Colony of delphia, in Pennsylvania, until

Pennsylvania, until otherwise or- otherwise ordered by the United

dered by the United States assem- States in Congress Assembled;

bled; which Meeting shall be on which meeting shall be on the first

the first Monday of November in Monday in November in every

every Year, with a Power reserved year, with a power reserved to

to those who appointed the said each State to recal its Delegates

Delegates, respectively to recal or any of them at any time within

' On the Dickinson manuscript Thomson has written "postponed till the 18 article

is considered " against this article.

On the Dickinson manuscript is a slip io tlie writing of Thomas Jefferson which
reads:

"Amendment proposed.

Akt. XIV. No purchases hereafter to be made by individual States or persons of

lands on this continent not within the boundaries of any of these United states, shall be

valid: but all purchases of such lands shall be made by contract between the United

states assembled or persons authorized by them, and the great Councils of the

Indians; and when purchased shall be given freely to those who may be permitted

to seat them."

^ On the Dickinson manuscript Thompson has written "postponed till the 18 arti-

cle is considered," against this article.
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them 01- any of them at any time

within the Year, and to send new
Delegates in their stead for the

Remainder of the Year. Each

Colony shall support its own Dele-

the year, and to send others in

their stead for the remainder of

the year. Each State shall sup-

port its own Delegates in a meet-

ing of the States, and while they

gates in a Meeting of the States, act as members of the Council of

and while they act as Members of

the Council of State, herein after

mentioned.

Art. XVn. In determining

Questions each Colony shall have

one Vote.'

Art. XVni. The United States

assembled shall have the sole and

exclusive Right and Power of de-

termining on Peace and War, ex-

State, herein after mentioned.

Art. XUI. In determining

questions each State shall have
one vote.

Art. XIV. The United States

Assembled shall have the sole and

exclusive right and power of deter-

mining on peace and war, except in

cept in the Cases mentioned in the the cases mentioned in the eleventh

thirteenth Article—Of establish- article—Of establishing rules for

ing Rules for deciding in all Cases, deciding in all cases, what cap-

what Captures on Land or Water
shall be legal—In what Manner
Prizes taken by land or naval

Forces in the Service of the United

States shall be divided or appro-

priated — Granting Letters of

tures on land or water shall be le-

gal—In what manner prizes taken

b}' land or naval forces in the serv-

ice of the United States shall be

divided or appropriated—granting

letters of marque and reprisal in

Marque and Reprisal in Times of times of peace—appointing Courts

Peace—Appointing Courts for the

Trial of all Crimes, Frauds and

Piracies committed on the High
Seas, or on any navigable River,

not within the Body of a County
or Parish— Establishing Courts

for receiving and determining

finally Appeals in all Cases of

Captures—Sending and I'eceiv-

ing ambassadors under anj^ char-

for the trial of piracies and felo-

nies committed on the high seas

—

establishing Courts for receiving

and determining finally appeals in

all cases of captures—sending and

recieving Ambassadors—entering

into treaties and alliances—decid-

ing all disputes and differences

now subsisting, or that hereafter

may arise between two or more
acter— Entering into Treaties States concerning boundaries, ju-

and Alliances— Settling all Dis- risdictions, or any other cause

'On the Dickinson manuscript Thompson wrote first "postponed" and then

"agreed " against this article.
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putes and Differences now subsist-

ing, or that hereafter may arise

between two or more Colonies con-

cerning Boundaries, Jurisdictions,

or any other Cause whatever

—

Coining Money and regulating the

Value thereof— Regulating the

Trade, and managing all Affairs

with the Indians'—Limiting the

Bounds of those Colonies, which

by Charter or Procla-

postp? mation, or under any

Pretence, are said to

extend to the South Sea, and as-

certaining those Bounds of any

other Colony that appear to be

indeterminate— Assigning Terri-

tories for new Colonies,

postpi either in Lands to be

thus separated from

Colonies and heretofore purchased

or obtained by the Crown of Great-

Britain from the Indians, or here-

after to be purchased or

postpj obtained from them

—

Disposing of all such

Lands for the general Benefit of

all the United Colonies—Ascer-

taining Boundaries to

po8tp4 such new Colonies,

within which Forms of

Government are to be established

on the Principles of Liberty

—

Establishing and regulating Post-

Oifices throughout all the United

Colonies, on the Lines of Commu-
nication from one Colony to an-

'On the Dickinson manuscript Thompson has written " agreed " against the first

part of this article, and "postponed" against the part from "Limiting" to "Prin-

ciples of Liberty."

whatever— coining money and

regulating the value thereof—fix-

ing the standard of weights and

measures throughout the United

States—regulating the trade, and

managing all affairs with the In-

dians, not members of any of the

States—Establishing and regulat-

ing Post-Offices from one State to

another throughout all the United

States, and exacting such postage

on the papers passing through the

same, as may be requisite to de-

fray the expences of said office

—

appointing general Officers of the

land forces in the service of the

United States — commissioning

such other officers of the said

forces as shall be appointed b}'

virtue of the eighth article—ap-

pointing all the officers of the

naval forces in the service of the

United States—making rules for

the government and regulation of

the said land and naval forces,

and directing their operations.
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other—Appointing General OfB-

cers of the Land Forces in the

Service of the United States

—

Commissioning such other Officers

of the said Forces as shall be ap-

pointed by Virtue of the tenth

Article—Appointing all the Offi-

cers of the Naval Forces in the

Service of the United States

—

Making Rules for the Government

and Regulation of the said Land

and Naval Forces—Appointing a

Council of State, and such Com-
mittees and civil Officers as may-

be necessary for managing the

general Affairs of the United

States, under their Direction while

assembled, and in their Recess, of

the Council of State—Appointing

one of their number to preside,

and a suitable Person for Secre-

tary—And adjourning to any Time

within the Year.

The United States assembled

shall have Authority for the De-

fence and Welfare of the United

Colonies and every of them, to

agree upon and fix the necessary

Sums and Expences—To emit

Bills, or to borrow Money on the

Credit of the United Colonies—To
raise Naval Forces—To agree upon

the Number of Land Forces to be

raised, and to make Requisitions

from the Legislature of each Col-

ony, or the Persons therein au-

thorized by the Legislature to

execute such Requisitions, for the

Quota of each Colony, which is to

be in Proportion to the Number

The United States in Congress

Assembled shall have authority to

appoint a Council of State, and

such Committees and Civil Officers

as may be necessary for managing
the general affairs of the United

States, under their direction while

assembled, and in their recess

under that of the Council of State

—

to appoint one of their number to

preside, and a suitable person for

Secretary^And to adjourn to any

time within the year, and to any

place within the United States

—

to agree upon and fix the neces-

sary sums and expences—to bor-

row Money or emit bills on the
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of white Inhabitants in that Col-

ony, which Requisitions shall be

binding, and thereupon the Legis-

lature of each Colony or the Per-

sons authorized as aforesaid, shall

appoint the Regimental Officers,

raise the Men, and arm and equip

them in a soldier-like Manner;

and the Officers and Men so armed

and equiped, shall march to the

Place appointed, and within the

Time agreed on by the United

States assembled.

But if the United States assem-

bled shall on Consideration of Cir-

cumstances judge proper, that any

Colony or Colonies should not

raise Men, or should raise a smaller

Number than the Quota or Quotas

of such Colony or Colonies, and

that any other Colony or Colonies

should raise a greater number of

men than the Quota or Quotas

thereof, such extra-numbers shall

be raised, officered, armed and

equiped in the same Manner as

the Quota or Quotas of such Col-

ony or Colonies, unless the Legis-

lature of such Colony or Colonies

respectively, shall judge, that such

extra-numbers cannot be safely

spared out of the same, in which
Case they shall raise, officer, arm
and equip as many of such extra-

numbers as they judge can be

safely spared; and the Officers

credit of the United States—to

build and equip a navy—to agree

upon the number of laud forces,

and to make requisitions from
each State, for its quota in pro-

portion to the numjjer of white

inhabitants in such State, which

requisitions shall be binding, and

thereupon the legislature of each

State shall appoint the regimental

officers, raise the men, and arm
and equip them in a soldier-like

manner; and the officers and men
bO armed and equipped, shall

march to the place appointed, and

within the time agreed on by the

United States Assembled.

But if the United States in Con-

gress Assembled shall on con-

sideration of circumstances judge

proper, that any State or States

should not raise men, or should

raise a smaller number than the

quota or quotas of such State or

States, and that any other State

or States should raise a greater

number of men than the quota or

quotas thereof, such extra-num-

bers shall be raised, officered,

armed and equipped in the same

Manner as the quota or quotas of

such State or States, unless the

the legislature of such State or

States respectively, shall judge,

that such extra-numbers cannot

be safely spared out of the same,

in which case they shall raise,

officer, arm and equip as many of

such extra-numbers as they judge

can be safely spared; and the
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and Men so armed and equiped

shall march to the Place appointed,

and within the Time agreed on by
the United States assembled.

To establish the same Weights
and Measures throughout the

United Colonies.

But the United States assembled

shall never impose or levy any

Taxes or Duties, except in manag-

ing the Post-OfEce, nor interfere in

the internal Police of any Colon}^,

any further than such Police may
be affected by the Articles of this

Confederation. The United States

assembled shall never engage the

United Colonies in a War, nor

grant Letters of Marque and Ke-

prisal in Time of Peace, nor enter

into Treaties or Alliances, nor coin

Money nor regulate the Value

thereof, nor agree upon nor fix the

Sums and Expences necessary for

the Defence and Welfare of the

United Colonies, or any of them,

nor emit Bills, nor borrow Money
on the Credit of the United Colo-

nies, nor raise Naval Forces, nor

agree upon the Number of Land
Forces to be raised, unless the

Delegates of nine Colonies frcelj'

assent to the same: Nor shall a

Question on any other Point, ex-

cept for adjourning be determined,

unless the Delegates of seven

Colonies vote in the affirmative.

No Person shall be capalile of

being a Delegate for more than

three Years in any Term of six

Years.

officers and men so armed and

equipped shall march to the place

appointed, and within the time

agreed on by the United States

Assembled.

The United States in Congress

Assembled shall never engage in

a war, nor grant letters of marque
and reprisal in time of peace, nor

enter into any treaties or alliances

except for peace, nor coin money
nor regulate the value thereof,

nor agree upon nor fix the sums
and expences necessary for the

defence and welfare of the United

States, or any of them, nor emit

bills, nor borrow money on the

credit of the United States, nor

appropriate money, nor agree

upon the number of vessels of war
to be built or purchased, or the

number of land or sea forces to be

raised, nor appoint a Commander
in Chief of the army or navj",

unless nine States assent to the

same: Nor shall a question on
any other point, except for ad-

journing from day to day be

determined, unless by the votes of

a majority of the United States.

No person shall be capable of

being a Delegate for more tlian

three years in any term of six

years.
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No Person holding any Office

under the United States, for which

he, or another for his Benefit, re-

ceives any Salary, Fees, or Emolu-

ment of any Kind, shall be capable

of being a Delegate.

The Assembly of the United

States to publish the Journal of

their Proceedings monthly, except

such Parts thereof relating to

Treaties, Alliances, or military

Operations, as in their Judgment

require Secrecy—The Yeas and

Nays of the Delegates of each

Colony on any Question to be

entered on the Journal, where it

is desired by any Delegate; and

the Delegates of a Colony, or any

of them, at his or their Kequest,

to be furnished with a Transcript

of the said Journal, except such

Parts as are above excepted, to lay

before the Legislatures of the sev-

eral Colonies.

Art. XIX. The Council of State

shall consist of one Delegate from

each Colony, to be named annually

by the Delegates of each Colony,

and where they cannot agree, by

the United States assembled.

This Council shall have Power
to receive and open all Letters

directed to the United States, and

to return proper Answers: but not

to make any Engagements that

shall be binding on the United

States—To correspond with the

Legislature of every Colony, and

all Persons acting under the Au-
thority of the United States, or of

No person holding any office

under the United States, for which

he, or another for his benefit,

receives any salary, fees, or emolu-

ment of any kind, shall be capable

of being a Delegate.

The Assembly of the United

States to publish the Journal of

their Proceedings monthly, ex-

cept such parts thereof relating to

treaties, alliances, or military op-

erations, as in their judgment re-

quire secrecy, the yeas and nays

of the Delegates of each State on

any question to be entered on the

Journal, when it is desired by any

Delegate; and the Delegates of a

State, or any of them, at his or

their request, to be furnished with

a transcript of the said Journal,

except such parts as are above

excepted, to lay before the legis-

latures of the several States.

Art. XV. The Council of State

shall consist of one Delegate fI'om

each State, to be a named annually

by the Delegates of each State,

and where they cannot agree, by

the United States assembled.

This Council shall have power

to receive and open all Letters

directed to the United States, and

to return proper Answers; but

not to make any engagements that

shall be binding on the United

States—To correspond with the

legislature of every State, and all

persons acting under the authority

of the United States, or of the said
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the said Legislatures—To apply to

such Legislatures, or to the Offi-

cers iu the several Colonies who
are entrusted with the executive

Powers of Government, for occa-

sional Aid whenever and wherever

necessary—To give Counsel to the

Commanding Officers, and to direct

military Operations by Sea and

Land, not changing any Objects

or Expeditions determined on by

the United States assembled, un-

less an Alteration of Circumstances

which shall come to the Knowledge

of the Council after the Recess of

the States, shall make such Change

absolutely necessary—To attend

to the Defence and Preservation

of Forts and strong Posts, and to

prevent the Enemy from acquiring

new Holds—To procure Intelli-

gence of the Condition and Designs

of the Enemy—To expedite the

Execution of such Measures as

may be resolved on by the United

States assembled, in Pursuance of

the Powers hereby given to them

—

To draw upon the Treasurers for

such Sums as may be appropriated

by the United States assembled,

and for the Payment of such Con-

tracts as the said Council may make
in Pursuance of the Powers hereby

given to them—To superintend

and controul or suspend all Officers

civil and military, acting under the

Authority of the United States

—

In Case of the Death or Removal

of any Officer within the Appoint-

ment of the United States assem-

legislatures— To apply to such

Legislatures, or to the Officers in

the several States who are en-

trusted with the executive powers

of government, for occasional aid

whenever and wherever neces-

sary—To give counsel to the Com.
manding Officers, and to direct

military operations by sea and

land, not changing any objects or

expeditions determined on by the

United States Assembled, unless

an alteration of circumstances

which shall come to the knowledge

of the Council after the recess of

the States, shall make such change

absolutely necessary ^—To attend

to the defence and preservation of

forts and strong posts—To pro-

cure intelligence of the condition

and designs of the enemy—To ex-

pedite the execution of such meas-

ures as may be resolved on by the

United States Assembled, in pur-

suance of the powers hereby given

to them—To draw upon the treas-

urers for such sums as may be ap-

propriated by the United States

Assembled, and for the payment

of such contracts as the said Coun
cil may make in pursuance of the

powers hereby given to them

—

To superintend and controul or

suspend all Officers civil and mili-

tary, acting under the authority of

the United States—In case of the

death or removal of any Officer

within the appointment of the

United States Assembled, to em-

ploy a person to fulfill the Duties
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bled, to employ a Person to fulfill of such OfSce until the Assem-

the Duties of such Office until the bly of the States meet—To pub-

Assembly of the States meet—To lish and disperse authentic ac-

pubhsh and disperse authentic counts of military operations—To
Accounts of military Operations

—

summon an Assembly of the States

To summon an Assembly of the at an earlier day than that ap-

States at an earlier Day than that pointed for their next meeting, if

appointed for their next Meeting, any great and unexpected emer-

if any great and unexpected Emer- gency should render it necessary

genc}^ should render it necessary for the safety or welfare of the

for the Safety or Welfare of the United States or any of them—To
United Colonies or any of them

—

prepare matters for the consider-

To prepare Matters for the Con- ation of the United States, and to

sideration of the United States, and lay before them at their next

to lay before them at their next meeting all letters and advices

Meeting all Letters and Advices received by the Council, with a

received by the Council, with a report of their proceedings—To
Eeport of their Proceedings—To appoint a proper person for their

appoint a proper Person for their Clerk, who shall take an oath of

Clerk, who shall take an Oath of secrecy and fidelity, before he en-

Secrecy and Fidelity, before he ters on the exercise of his ofiice

—

enters on the Exercise of his seven Members shall have power

Office—Seven Members shall have to act—In case of the death of any

Power to act—In Case of the Death Member, the Council shall imme-

of any Member, the Council shall diately apply to his surviving col-

immediately apply to his surviving leagues to appoint some one of

Colleagues to appoint some one of themselves to be a Member thereof

themselves to be a Member thereof till the meeting of the States, and

till the Meeting of the States, and if only one survives, they shall

if only one survives, they shall give give immediate notice, that he may
immediate Notice, that he may take take his seat as a Councillor till

his Seat as a Councilor till such such meeting.

Meeting.

Art. XX. Canada acceding to Art. XVI. Canada acceding to

this Confedei'ation, and entirely this Confederation, and entirely

joining in the Measures of the joining in the measures of the

United Colonies, shall be admitted United States,' shall be admitted

into and entitled to all the Advan- into and entitled to all the advan-

'The Jefferson copy here inserts: "and all new colonies to be established by the

United States assembled."
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tages of this Union: But no other

Colony shall be admitted into the

same, unless such Admission be

agreed to by the Delegates of nine

Colonies.

These Articles shall be proposed

to the Legislatures of all the United

Colonies, to be by them considered,

and if approv^ed by them, they are

advised to authorize their Dele-

gates to ratify the same in the As-

sembly of the United States, which

being done, the Articles of this

Confederation shall inviolably be

observed by every Colony, and the

Union is to be perpetual: Nor
shall any Alteration be at any Time
hereafter made in these Articles

or anj' of them, unless such Altera-

tion be agreed to in an Assembly
of the United States, and be after-

wards confirmed by the Legisla-

tures of every Colony.

tages of this Union: But no other

Colony shall be admitted into the

same, unless such admission be

agreed to by nine States.

These Articles shall be proposed

to the legislatures of all the United

States, to be by them considered,

and if approved by them, they are

advised to authorize their Dele-

gates to ratify the same in the

Assembly of the United States,

which being done, the Articles of

this Confederation shall inviolably

be observed by every State, and

the Union is to be perpetual: Nor
shall any alteration at any time

hereafter be made in these Arti-

cles or any of them, unless such

alteration be agreed to in an

Assembly of the United States,

and be afterwards confirmed by
the Legislatures of every State.

Ordered.! That eighty copies of the Ai'ticles of Confed-

eration, as reported from the committee of the whole, be

printed under the same injunctions as the former articles

were printed, and delivered to the members under the

like restrictions as formerly.

Resolved, That Mr. Hamilton Young be permitted to

reside in Pensylvania, till the farther orders of Congress.

The committee appointed to prepare a device for a gi-eat

seal for the United States, brought in the same, with an
explanation thereof:

The great Seal sh'd on one side have the Arms of the United States

of America, which Arms should be as follows: The Shield has six

Quarters, parti one, coup6 two. The 1'.' Or, a Rose enammelled gules

and argent for England: the 2" argent, a Thistle proper, for Scotland:
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the 3"? Verd, a Harp Or, for Ireland: the 4'" Azure a Flower de Luce

Or for France: the 5"' Or, the Imperial Eagle Sable for Germanj-:

and the 6"" Or, the Belgic Lion gules for Holland, pointing out the

Countries from which these States have been peopled. The Shield

within a Border Gules entoire of thirteen Scutcheons argent linked

together by a chain Or, each charged with initial Letters Sable as

follows: 1^' N. H. 2* M. B. 3* R. I. 4'^ C. 5"« N. Y. 6'" N. J.

7"" P. 8"^ D. C. 9. M. 10'^ V. ll* N. C. 12"^ S. C. 13 G. for

each of the thirteen independent States of America.

Supporters, dexter the Goddess Liberty in a corselet of armour
alluding to the present Times, holding in her right Hand the Spear

and Cap, and with her left supporting the Shield of the States; sinis-

ter, the Goddess Justice bearing a Sword in her right hand, and in her

left a Balance.

Crest. The Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory
extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures.

Motto. E Plukibus Unum.
Legend, round the whole Atchievement. Seal of the United States

of America MDCCLXXVI.
On the other side of the said Great Seal should be the following

Device. Pharoah sitting in an open Chariot, a Crown on his head
and a Sword in his hand passing through the divided Waters of the

Red Sea in pursuit of the Israelites: Rays from a Pillow of Fire in

the Cloud, expressive of the divine Presence and Command, beaming
on Moses who stands on the Shore, and extending his hand over the

Sea causes it to overwhelm Pharoah.

Motto. Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God.'

'A copy of this report, in the writing of James Lovell, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 23, foho 143. The original idea was formed by Du Simi-

tiere, and his own account of it is in the Jefferson Papers, Fifth Series, VIII, No. 3.

It differs frona the report printed above in some particulars:

The Coat of Arms of the States of America.

The Shield has six quarters, parti one, coup^ two; to the first it bears or, a rose

ennamelled Gules and argent, for England; to the Second, argent a thistle proper,

for Scotland; to the third vert, a harp ok, for Ireland; to the fourth azure, a flower

de luce or, for France; to the fifth or the Imperial Eagle Sable, for Germany; and to

the Sixth or, the belgic Lyon Gules, for Holland, (these being the Six principal

nations of Europe from whom the Americans have originated. ) this Shield within

a border gules entoire of thirteen Escutcheons argent linked together by a chain or,

each charg'd with initial letters Sable, as follows.

1" NH. 2'i MB. 3^ RI. 4'" C. 5* NY. 6* NJ. 7* P. 8'" DC. 9'" M. 10"' V. 11"" NC.
12"" SC. 13'" G. for each of the thu-teen Independent States of America.

Supporters, dexter, the Goddess Liberty, in a coi-slet of armour, (alluding to the
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Ordered, To lie on the table.

A letter of the 19th, from General Washington, was

read.^

present times) holding in her right hand the Spear and Cap, resting with her left on

an anchor, emblem of Hope. Senester, an american soldier, compleatly accoutred in

his hunting Shirt and trowsers, with his tomahawk, powder horn, pouch &c. hold-

ing with his left hand his rifle gun rested, and the Shield of the States with hia right.

Crest, the Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extend over the

Shield and beyond the Supporters.

Motto. E Pluribus Unum.
Legend, round the whole atchievement. Seal of the [thirteen] united [and inde-

pendent] States of America. MDCCLXXVI.
In the Jefferson Manuscripts in the Library of Congress are two notes of suggestion

on this seal. One in the writing of Franklin, and the other in that of Jefferson.

Franklin's note reads:

"Moses [in the Dress of High Priest] standing on the Shore, and extending his

Hand over the Sea, thereby causing the same to overwhelm Pharoah who m sitting

in an open Chariot, a Crown on his Head and a Sword in his Hand. Rays from a

Pillar of Fire in the Clouds reaching to Moses, [expressing] to express that he acts

by [the] Command of the Deity.

"Motto, Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God."

The note of Jefferson reads:

" Pharoah sitting in an open chariot, a crown on his head and a sword in his hand

passing thro' the divided waters of the Red sea in pursuit of the Israelites: rays from

a pillar of Are in the cloud, expressive of the divine presence, [reach] and command,
reaching to Moses who stands on the shore and, extending his hand over the sea,

causes it to over whelm Pharoah.
" Motto. Rebellion to tyrants is obed''? to god."

Words in brackets were stricken out by the pen.

Jefferson merely noted a version of the Franklin suggestion. In the Writings of

Jefferson (Ford), I, 420 is what purports to be a scheme of arms made in 1774, but

the date assigned to it is doubtful. In a letter from John Adams to his wife, written

August 14, 1776, he said:

"Doctor F. proposes a device for a seal. Moses lifting up his wand, and dividing

the red sea, and Pharoah in his chariot over whelmed with the waters. This motto.

'Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God.'

"Mr. Jefferson proposed. The children of Israel in the wilderness, led by a cloud

by day, and a pillar of fire by night—and on the other side, Hengist and Horsa, the

Saxon chiefs, from whom we claim the honor of being descended, and whose politi-

cal principles and form of government we have assumed.

"I proposed. The choice of Hercules, as engraved by Gribelin, in some editions of

Lord Shaftesbury's works. The hero resting on his club. Virtue pointing to her

rugged mountain on one hand, and persuading him to ascend. Sloth, glancing at

her flowery paths of pleasure, wantonly reclining on the ground, displaying the charms

both of her eloquence and person, to seduce him into vice. But this is too compli-

cated a group for a seal or medal, and it is not original."

" This letter is in the Papers of tlie Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 443.
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Information being given to Congress that the Crews of

some of the American vessels have risen against their

captains, and piratically seized the vessels, and that one

of them being carried into England, the pirates have been

pnblickly countenanced, and the vessel and cargo taken

by administration, and sent to victual their fleet and army
in America

:

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to

enquire into the cu'cumstances of the captures, and report

thereon

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr.

[Robert] Morris, and Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1776

A petition from Preudhome la Jeunesse was presented

to Congress, and read.

Resolved., That it be referred to the Board of War.^

The committee to whom the memorial of Samuel
Holden Parsons was referred, brought in their report,

which was taken into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That Bazil Bouderot, mentioned in the said

memorial, be sent to the state of Massachusetts bay, and

there delivered to the council of the said state, and that it

' This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, IV, folio 376.

On this day the Board presented a report as follows:

"That the Petition of Preudhome la Jeunesse be granted, and a Commission be

given him to be Captain of a Company of Canadians Arcadians and French to belong

to Col. Livingstone's Eegiment and to join the Army at Ticonderoga as soon as may be.
'

'

It was "ordered to lie." The report, in the writing of Richard Peters, is in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I, foUo 3.
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be recommended to the said council to proceed against

the said Bazil Bouderot according to the laws of their

state; but, if they have no laws by which crimes com-
mitted out of their state may be tried within the same,

that then they confine the said Bazil Bouderot, until the

situation of public affairs will admit his being removed
to Nova Scotia, where the crime is alleged to have been

committed, and there submitted to a fau' trial, according

to the antient laws of that province.

The committee to whom part of the report from the

Committee on Spies was re -committed, having brought

in a report, the same was taken into consideration:

Whereupon,
Resolved^ That all persons, not members of, nor owing

allegiance to, any of the United States of America, as

described in a resolution of Congress of the 24th of June
last, who shall be found lurking as spies in or about the

fortifications or encampments of the armies of the United

States, or of any of them, shall suffer death, according to

the law and usage of nations, by sentence of a court mar-
tial, or such other punishment as such court martial shall

direct.

Ordered, That the above resolution be printed at the end
of the rules and articles of war.

Resolved, That 500,000 dollars be sent to the pay master
general for the use of the army at New York.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration: Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Cannon Committee be du-ected to

contract for the immediate casting of six 6 pounders, six

12 pounders, four 8 inch howitzers, four 6 inch howit-

zers, and 6 cohorn mortars, to bo made of brass, if a

sufficient quantity of that metal can be procm'ed ; if not,
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to be cast of ii'on, and sent, as soon as possible, to Gen-

eral Gates for the use of the northern army, and that the

said committee provide also carriages, and every thing

necessary to complete the said artillery for service

:

That Major General Ward be authorized and requested,

if his health will permit, to continue in the command of

the forces in the service of the United States, in the

eastern department, until farther orders

:

That the Cannon Committee be authorized to possess

themselves of the copper said to be at New London,

belonging to the United States.

Resolved, That Colonel Henry Knox be authorized to

draw upon the pay master general for money sufficient to

pay for any qiiautity of copper that can be procured for

the use of the United States ; he to render an account of

the svims drawn for, and the copper purchased.

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington,

received and read yesterday, and the letter from him of

the 12, with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board

of War.
A letter to the Committee of Secret Correspondence

was laid before Congress and read.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

revise the resolutions of Congress, respecting the place

where prizes are to be carried into, and to bring in such

farther resolutions as to them shall seem proper

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, Mr.

[Robert] Morris, and Mr. J[ohn] Adams.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 1776

A letter, of the 20th, from General Washington,

enclosing a copy of Major Bigelow's journal, and General

Carleton's orders of the 4th August;

A letter of the 16th, from General Schuyler, from
Albany were laid before Congress, and read/

The president laid before Congi'ess a warrant for

apprehending Thomas Reed, Patrick Ballantine, and
Robert Gilmore, and informed that, in consequence

thereof, a party of Light horse have brought the pris-

oners to town, and that they are now under a guard, at

the Indian Queen tavern.

Resolved, That the prisoners be sent for examination

with the warrant to the council of safety of Pensylvania.

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington,

with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board of

War:
That the letter from General Schuyler be referred to

the committee appointed to enquire into the causes of the

miscarriages in Canada.

Resolved, That an order for one thousand four hundred
dollars be drawn on the treasitrers in favour of Alexander

Tod, it being in full of an order in his favour, drawn by

George Morgan, for goods purchased for the treaty at

Pittsbiirg, and that the same be charged to the account

of the commissioners for Indian affairs in the middle

department.

Resolved, That an order for two thousand dollars be

drawn on the treasurers, in favour of Colonel Mark Bird,

who has contracted to cast cannon for the United States

;

he to be accountable.

' The letter of Washington, with enclosures, is in the Papers of the Continental Con-

gress, No. 152, II, folio 447. It ia printed in Writings of WaMngton (Ford), IV, 355.

That of Schuyler ia in No. 153, II, folio 271.
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The Board of War brought in a report, which was read.

Ordered^ To lie on the table.

The committee, to whom was referred the letter from

General Washington of the 18th, brought in their report,

which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

^

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their consideration, the form of a

treaty; and, after some time, the president resumed the

chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported, that the com-
mittee have had under consideration the matters to them
referred ; but, not having time to go through the same,

desu'ed leave to sit again.

Resolved, That Congress will, to morrow, resolve itself

into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther

consideration the plan of foreign treaties.

A letter of the 18th, from the council of safety of Mary-
land, was laid before Congress and read; Whereupon,"

Resolved, That twenty six thousand six hundred and

sixty six and 2/3 dollars, be advanced to the council of

safety of Maryland, for the use of the troops raised for the

flying camp; they to be accountable.

A letter from Brigadier General Lewis; and, a letter

from the committee of Carlisle, in Cumberland county,

Pensylvania, enclosing a memorial from the officers, pris-

oners there, were laid before Congress and read;^

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.
The Marine Committee having recommended Dudley

Saltonstal to the command of the frigate Trumbull; Jona-

' "The Congress having considered the matter thoroughly, are of opinion todecline

taking any public or further notice of his Lordship [Drummond] or hia letters, and

particularly as you have so fully expressed their sentiments on the subject in youi

letter to him." Hancock to WaMngton, 24 August, 1770.

"This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 47.

'The letter of Lewis is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, foUo 246.



Atigust, 1776 697

than Maltbay, first lieutenant, and David Phipps second

lieutenant of the said frigate ; Wilson to be first lieu-

tenant of the Washington^ John Nicholson second lieuten-

ant of ditto; John Hodge to command the Montgomery

frigate, at New York.

Resolved, That they be accepted, and that commissions

be granted to them accordingly.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to Major Nichols, a number of musquets, sufficient

to arm the marines raising under his command in this city.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To Robert Jewell, for a writing desk, stools, &c. for

the use of the war office, the sum of 31 60/90ths dollars

:

To John Bates, for 120 camp kettles, delivered to Colo-

nel Clement Biddle, deputy quarter master general, IGO

dollars

:

To John Bogart, for the expences of burying a soldier

of Captain Harman's company, and for maintenance and

nursing of him, and one other soldier, belonging to Cap-

tain Willet's company, both of the 1st Pensylvauia bat-

allion, 19 30/90ths dollars ; and for the expences of guards

escorting powder, &c. 5 31/90ths dollars; the whole

amounting to twenty four and Gl/90ths of a dollar ; and to

be paid to Joseph Biu'rell

:

To Oswald Eve, for surveying the inlets to the north-

ward of Cape May, by order of a committee of Congress,

the sum of 224 55/90ths dollars

:

To Richard Bache, Stephen Paschall and Michael

Hillegas, for superintending the press from December 13,

1775, to February 3, 1776, at printing the second emission

of continental bills of credit, and of the ten thousand dol-

lars, struck for the purpose of exchanging torn and rag-

ged bills, forty five days, at 2 dollars each, agreeable to a

resolve of Congress, the sum of 270 dollars

:
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To James Budclen, for hire of waggons and expences

of prisoners, &c. to Reading and Carlisle, 164 54/90tlis

dollars

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjoiu'ned to 10 o' Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 1776

A letter of the 21 from General Washington, enclosing

a copy of a letter from him to Lord Howe, together with

his lordship's answer, was laid before Congress, and

read :

^

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of

War, with orders to publish such parts aa they think

proper of the letter from General Washington to Lord

Howe, and his lordship's answer.

A petition from William Holton was read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.

A petition from James M'Henry was read;

Resolved, That it be referred to the Medical Committee.

A petition from Lewis Prahl, gun smith, was presented

to Congress and read
;
praying that the work men in his

manufactory may be exempted from going to the flying

camp, and particularly that two of his hands, who have

inlisted, may be discharged

:

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

The delegates from Pensylvania and Connecticut, to

whom was referred the application of the convention of

Pensylvania, and the inhabitants settled under Connecti-

' This letter, with enclosures, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

II, folio 459.
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cut, in the town of Westmoreland, brought in their report,

which was taken into consideration; Whereujion,

Resolved, That six companies, on the continental estab -

lishment, be raised in Pensylvania, and posted along the

frontiers of the counties of Northampton and Northum-
berland and parts adjacent, till further orders of Con-
gress :

That suitable persons be recommended to Congress, by
the convention of Pensylvania, for a lieutenant colonel

and major, to command said forces, to be appointed by
Congress, and that the said convention appoint the cap-

tains and subalterns

:

That two companies, on the continental establishment,

be raised in the town of Westmoreland, and stationed in

proper places for the defence of the inhabitants of the

said town and parts adjacent, till farther orders of Con-
gress ; the commission officers for the said two companies

to be immediately appointed by Congress

:

That the pay of the men to be raised as aforesaid, com-
mence when they are armed and mustered, and that they

be liable to serve in any part of the United States, when
ordered by Congress

:

That the said troops be iulisted to serve dm*ing the

war, unless sooner discharged by Congress.

Resolved, That any number of troops, ordered into the

service of the continent, by Maryland, above the quota

of that state, be taken into continental pay.

A letter from Mrs. Temple, of Charlestown, in Massa-
chusetts bay, was laid before Congress, and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Hooper, Mr.

[Thomas] Heyward, and Mr. [Thomas] Stone.

Resolved, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on
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the treasurers, in favour of Mr. James Mease, commis-

sary, for the public service; he to be accountable.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report from

the Marine Committee; Whereupon,

Resolved,, That the Marine Committee be authorized

and empowered to purchase materials, in all such parts

of America as they may think proper, for building more

ships of war, and that the said committee report to Con -

gress a plan of the ships that should be built in addition

to the present navy.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 26, 1776

Three letters, from General Washington, of the 22d and

23d, with sundry papers enclosed; also

A letter of the 18, from General Schuyler, were laid

before Congress, and read; ||and the same, together with

the minutes of the treaty held with the Indians at the

German Flats, were referred to the standing committee

on Indian affairs. |P

A letter from William Coxe and others, owners of three

privateers fitting out in Philadelphia, was laid before

Congress and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.

A petition from George Measam was presented to Con-

gress and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.-

' Two letters of Washington of these dates and one of the 24th are in the Papers

of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, foUos 471, 483, and 487. That of Schuyler is

in No. 153, II, folio 285.

2 This petition, dated Philadelphia, August 25, 1776, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, V, folio 27.
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A letter from William Finnie, deputy quarter master

general in the southern department, was laid before Con-
gress, and read.^

Resolved, That the said letter, together with the letters

from General Washington, with the i^apers enclosed, be

referred to the Board of War.
That the letter from General Schuyler, with the min-

utes of the treaty held with the six Nations, at the German
Flats, be referred to the standing committee on Indian

affau'S.

Congress proceeded to the election of sundry officers,

when Jonathan Dayton was elected regunental pay mas-
ter of Colonel Dayton's batallion; Robert Dm^kee and
Samuel Ransom, were elected captains of the two com-
panies ordered to be raised at Westmoreland; James
Welles and Perin Ross, first lieutenants; Asahel Buck
and Simon Spalding, second lieutenants; Heman Swift

and Matthew Hollomback, ensigns of the said companies.

On application from the convention of the state of

Pensylvania,

Resolved, That one hundred thousand dollars be lent to

the said convention of Pensylvania, to be put into the

hands of the council of safety of the said state, which is

to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

send to Captain Durkee two hundred pounds of powder,

and a proportionable quantity of lead, for the use of the

two companies to be raised at Westmoreland.

Resolved, That an order for five hundred dollars be

drawn on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. Philip Schuyler,

in full for 500 lb. of powder purchased on the Eastern

Shore, for the use of the continental forces.

' This letter, dated August 17, is in the Pajjers of the Continental Congress, No. 78,

IX, folio 39.
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Resolved^ That the president be empowered to give

orders for the payment of the bills drawn by the treas-

urers of North Carolina, for the use of the continental

forces in that state.

On application of the parties,

Resolved, That the hearing and determining upon the

appeal against the verdict and judgment passed upon the

schooner Thistle, be farther postponed to Monday, the

9th of September next.

A petition from sundry paper makers was presented to

Congress, and read, praying that Nathan Sellers, an

associator in Colonel Paschall's batallion, and who has

marched to New Jersey, may be ordered to return, to

make and prepare suitable moulds, washers, and utensils

for carrying on the paper manufactory

:

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee on disabled soldiers and seamen, which was

agreed, as follows:

Whereas, in the coui'se of the present war, some com-

missioned and non-commissioned officers of the army and

navy, as also private soldiers, marines, and seamen, may
lose a limb, or be otherwise so disabled as to prevent their

serving in the army or navy, or getting their livelihood,

and may stand in need of relief

:

Resolved, That every commissioned officer, non-com-

missioned officer, and private soldier, who shall lose a

limb in any engagement, or be so disabled in the service

of the United States of America as to render him incapa-

ble afterwards of getting a livelihood, shall receive, during

his life, or the continuance of such disability, the one

half of his monthly pay from and after the time that his

pay as an officer or soldier ceases ; to be paid by the com-

mittee as hereafter mentioned

:
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That every commander of any ship of war or armed
vessel, commissioned officer, warrant officer, marine or

seaman, belonging to the United States of America, who
shall lose a limb in any engagement in which no prize

shall be taken, or be therein otherwise so disabled as to

be rendered incapable of getting a livelihood, shall receive,

during his life, or the continuance of such disability, the

one half of his monthly pay, from and after the time that

his pay as an officer or marine or seaman ceases ; to be

paid as hereafter mentioned. But, in case a prize shall

be taken at the time such loss of limb or other disability

shall happen, then such sum as he may receive out of

the net profits of such prize, before a dividend is made
of the same, agreeable to former orders of Congress,

shall be considered as part of his half pay, and computed
accordingly :

That every commissioned officer, non-commissioned
officer, and private soldier, in the army, and every com-
mander, commission officer, warrant officer, marine, or

seaman of any of the ships of war, or armed vessels

belonging to the United States of America, who shall be

wounded in any engagement, so as to be rendered incapa-

ble of serving in the army or navy, though not totally

disabled from getting a livelihood, shall receive such

monthly sum towards his subsistence as shall be judged

adequate by the assembly or other representative body of

the state where he belongs or resides, upon application to

them for that purpose, provided the same doth not exceed

his half pay.

Provided, that no commission officer, non-commis-
sioned officer, and private soldier, in the army, com-
mander, commission officer, warrant officer, marine or

seaman of any of the ships of war, or armed vessels,

belonging to the United States of America, who shall be

15664—VOL V—oc 19
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wounded or disabled as aforesaid, shall be entitled to bis

half i^ay or otber allowance, unless he produce to the

committee or officer appointed to receive the same, in the

state where he resides or belongs, or to the assembly or

legislative body of such state, a certificate from the com-
manding officer, who was in the same engagement in which
he was so wounded, or, in case of his death, from some
other officer of the same corps, and the surgeon that

attended him, or a certificate from the commander of the

ship of war or armed vessel engaged in the action, in which
any officer, marine, or seaman, received his wound, and

from the surgeon who attended him, of the name of the

person so wounded, his office, rank, department, regiment,

company, ship of war, or armed vessel, to which he

belonged, his office or rank therein, the nature of his

wound, and in what action or engagement he received it.

That it be recommended to the several assemblies or

legislative bodies of the United States of America, to

appoint some person or persons in their respective states,

who shall receive and examine all such certificates, as may
be presented to them, and register the same in a book, and
also what support is adjudged by the assembly or legisla-

tive body of their state, to those, whose case requires but

a partial support, and also of the payment from time to

time of every half pay and other allowance, and of the

death of such disabled person, or ceasing of such allow-

ance, and shall make a fair and regular report of the same
quarterly to the secretary of Congress or Board of War,
where a separate record shall be kept of the same :

That it be recommended to the assemblies or legislative

bodies of the several states, to cause payment to be made
of all such half pay or other allowances as shall be ad-

judged due to the persons aforenamed, on account of the

United States.
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Provided, that all such officers and soldiers that may
be entitled to the aforesaid pension, and are found to be

capable of doing guard or garrison duty, shall be formed
in a corps of invalids, and subject to the said duty; and
all officers, marines, and seamen of the navy who shall

be entitled to the pension aforesaid, and shall be found
capable of doing any duty on board the navy, or any
department thereof, shall be liable to be so employed

:

Ordered, That the above be published/

The Medical Committee, to whom Dr. M'Henry's peti-

tion was referred, brought in their report: Whereupon,
Resolved, That Congress have a proper sense of the

merit and services of Dr. M'Henry, and recommend it to

the directors of the different hospitals belonging to the

United States, to appoint Dr. M'Henry to the first vacancy

that shall happen, of a surgeon's berth in any of the said

hospitals.

A letter of the 22d, from Colonel James Wilson, was
laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to Mr. [Thomas] Jeffer-

son, Mr. [Benjamin] Franklin, and Mr. J[ohn] Adams.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1776

A letter of the 23, from General Mercer, was laid before

Congress, and read.

Resolved, [That it be] referred to the Board of War.^

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 4 September, 1776.

'This letter ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIII, folio 301.

In it the writer expressed surprise that no distinction was made between ofBcers and
privates in the resolution offering rewards to foreign troops. The suggestion led to

the further resolutions of August 27.
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A petition from Pelatiah Webster, was presented to

Congress, and read, praying leave to sell the sloop Betsey,

belonging to Abiel Wood, of Pownalborough, in the prov-

ince of Maine ; from selling of which he is restrained by

the committee of inspection of the city and liberties of

Philadelphia, on account of exceptions taken to the politi-

cal character of the owner: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to sell the said

sloop ; the money arising from the sale, to be lodged in the

hands of the assembly of Massachusetts bay, and by them

disposed of in the same manner as the other estate of the

said owner.

Resolved, That Zebulon Butler, Esq^ be appointed to

supply the two companies ordered to be raised in the town

of Westmoreland, with provisions; and that he be allowed

therefor, at the rate of one twelfth part of a dollar per

ration, until farther order of Congress.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislature of

the commonwealth of Virginia, to provide cloathing for

the continental troops raised in that state ; the expence of

the said cloathing to be paid out of the continental mili-

tary chest for the southern department, and deducted out

of the soldiers' pay

:

That Mr. Measam, who petitions to be provided for on

the score of his having served in Canada, and also desires

payment of an account against the continent, be referred

to the Treasury Board, for a settlement of his accoimt.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to the Maiyland troops, such arms as are in their

possession, belonging to the continent, and not already

appropriated ; the state of Maryland to be accountable for

such arms delivered to their troops.



August, 1776 707

The committee, to whom the letter from Colonel Wilson

was referred, brought in their report, which was taken into

consideration : Whereupon, Congress came to the follow-

ing resolutions

:

Congress proceeding to take into farther consideration

the expediency of inviting, from the service of his Bri-

tannic majesty, such foreigners as are engaged therein,

and expecting that, among the officers having command
in the said foreign corps, there may be many of liberal

minds, possessing just sentiments of the rights of human
nature, and of the inestimable value of freedom, who may
be prompted to renounce so dishonourable a service, by

the feelings of humanity, and a just indignation at the

office to which they are devoted by an infamous contract

between two arbitrary sovereigns, and at the insult offered

them, by compelling them to wage war against an innocent

people, who never offended them, nor the nation to which

they belong, but are only contending for then- just rights

;

and willing to tender to them also, as they had before

done to the soldiers of their corps, a participation of the

blessings of peace, liberty, property and mild government

:

Resolved, That this Congress will give, to all such of the

said foreign officers, as shall leave the armies of his Bri-

tannic majesty in America, and chuse to become citizens of

these states, unappropriated lands, in the following quan-

tities and proportions, to them and their heirs in absolute

dominion ; to wit, to a colonel, 1,000 Acres ; to a lieutenant

colonel, 800 Acres; to a major, 600 Acres; to a captain,

400 Acres; to a lieutenant, 300 Acres; to an ensign, 200

Acres; to every non-commissioned officer, 100 Acres, and

to every other officer or person employed in the said for-

eign corps, and whose office or employment is not here

specifically named, in the like proportion to theu* rank or

pay in the said corps ; and, moreover, that where any ofifi-
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cers shall bring with them a number of the said foreign

soldiers, this Congress, besides the lands before promised

to the said officers and soldiers, will give to such officers

further rewards, proportioned to the numbers they shall

bring over, and suited to the nature of their wants. Pro-

vided, that such foreign officers or soldiers shall come over

from the said armies of his Britannic majesty, before these

offers shall be recalled/

Resolved, That this Congress agrees to the proposition

from General Howe, that in exchanges of prisoners, the

choice shall be made by the respective commanders for

their own officers and men
;
provided the respective com-

' '
' The Congress being advised that there was a probability that the Hessians might

be induced to quit the British service by offers of land, came to two resolves for this

purpose, which, being translated into German and printed, are sent to Staten-lsland,

to be distributed, if practicable, among those people. Some of them have tobacco

marks on the back, that so tobacco being put up in them in small quantities, as the

tobacconists use, and suffered to fall into the hands of these people, they might divide

the papers as plunder before their officers could come to the knowledge of the con-

tents, and prevent their being read by the men. That was the first resolve. A sec-

ond has since been made for the officers themselves. I am desired to send some of

both sorts to you, that if you find it practicable, you may convey them among the

Germans that shall come against you." Franklin to General Gates, 28 August, 1776.

Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, I, 1193.

See resolution passed November 27, post.

Id the Jefferson Papers (5th Series, X) is the following draft of an address, m the

writing of Gieorge Wythe: The words in brackets were stricken out:

" The delegates of the thirteen united colonies of America to the officers and soldiers of

"It is with no small pleasure, when in this first address we ever made to you we
must call you enemies, that we can affirm you to be unprovoked enemies. We have

not invaded your coimtry, slaughtered wounded or captivated your parents children

or kinsfolk, burned plundered or desolated your towns and villages, wasted your

farms and cottages, spoiled you of your goods, or annoyed your trade. On the con-

trary, [many -of ] all your countrymen who dwell among us, were received as friends,

and treated as brethren, participating equally with our selves of all our rights fran-

chises and privileges. We have not aided ambitious princes and potentates in sub-

jugating you. We should glory [i&] being [tbe] instrumental in [et] the deliverance

of mankind from bondage and oppression. What then induced you to join in this

quarrel with our foes, strangers to you, unconnected with you, and at so great a dis-

tance from both you and us? Do you think the cause you are engaged in just on

your side? To decide tliat we might safely appeal to the judicious and impartial—

but we have appealed to the righteous judge of all the earth, inspired with humble
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manders shall also have a right to make choice what

citizens shall be given in exchange by the other.

Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole,

to take into their farther consideration the plan of foreign

treaties; and, after some [time,] the president resumed

the chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported, that the

committee have had under consideration the matter re-

ferred to them, and have gone through the same, and

made sundry amendments therein.

Resolved, That the plan of treaties, with the amend-

ments, be referred to the committee who brought in the

[hopes] confidence and well-grounded [
confidence ] hopes, that the lord of hosts

will fight our battles, whilst we are vindicating that inheritance we own ourselves

indebted to his bounty alone for. Were you compelled by your sovereigns to under-

take the bloody work of butchering your unoffending fellow-creatures? [Ceaae-to

obey -the ] Disdain the inhuman ofiice, disgraceful to the soldier. Did lust of con-

quest [tempt] prompt you? The victory, unattainable by you if heaven was not

against us, which [ you-have ] we know of no good reason [to] you have to expect,

or [y«»] we to dread, shall cost you more than the benefits derived from it will be

equivalent to; since it will be disputed by those who are resolved inflexibly to live

no longer than they can enjoy the liberty you are hired to rob them of, and who are

conscious of a dignity of character, which a contempt of every danger threatening

the loss of that blessing seldom fails to accompany. Were you tempted by the pros-

pect of exchanging the land you left for happier regions,—for a land of plenty and

abhorrent of despotism? We wish this may be your motive; because we have the

means, and want not inclination, to gratify your desires, if they be not hostile, with-

out loss to ourselves, perhaps with [»»t] less expense, certainly with more honour

and with more advantage to you than victory can promise. Numberless germaus

and other foreigners settled in this country [and-thriving -under-the-influence-of' its

mild^gove] will testify this truth. To give you farther assurance of it, we have

resolved,
'

' Mistake not this for an expedient suggested by fear. In military virtue we doubt

not americans will prove themselves to be second to none; their numbers exceed you

and your [ aBsociatcE ] confederates; in resources they now do or soon will abound.

Neither suppose that we would seduce you to a treacherous defection. If you have

been persuaded to believe, that it is your duty, or will be your interest [thoec ] to

assist those who prepare, in vain we trust, to de-stroy us; go on; and, when you shall

fall into our hands, and experience less severity of punishment than ruflians, and

savages deserve, attribute it to that lenity, which is never separate from magnanimity.

But if, exercising your own judgments, you have spirit enough to assert that freedom

which all men are born to, associate yourselves with those who desire, and think

they are able to secure it, with all the blessings of peace, to you and your posterity."
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[original] plan, in order to draw up instructions pursuant

to the amendments made by the committee of the whole.

That two members be added to the committee

:

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee and

Mr. [James] Wilson.

A petition from the deputy commissary general was

laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Sundry members of the committee, appointed to re-

vise the journals, and superintend the printing thereof,

being absent,

Resolved, That four members be added to the said

committee, any two to be a quorum

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Heyward, Mr.

[William] Hooper, Mr. [William] Williams, and Mr.

[George] Walton.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 1776

A letter of the 26th, from General Washington, with

copy of a letter to him from Lord Drummond ; also,

A letter of the 27th, from Captain F. Wade, being re-

ceived, were read:^

A petition from Jacob Bankson, and one from Jean

Langeay, were presented to Congress, and read."

Resolved, That the letter from Captain Wade be re-

ferred to the Board of Treasury, and that they be directed

' The letter of Washington, with enclosures, is in the Papers of tlie Continenial Con-

gress, No. 152, II, folio 493. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 369.

^The petition, without date, of Jean Langeay, is in the Papers of the Continental

Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 96.
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to forward to him 100 dollars ; he to be accountable ; that

the petitions be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That an order for 500,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurer, in favour of the Marine Committee, they

to be accountable for the expenditure of the same.

Resolved, That an order for 5,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurer, in favour of the delegates of Georgia, for

the purpose of purchasing riffles for the troops ordered

to be raised for the defence of that state, and for defray-

ing [the expenses of] their march to Georgia ; the said

delegates to be accountable for the expenditure.

Information being given to Congress that one of the

Virginia batallions was on their march to New Jersey,

intending to pass through Yorktown and Philadelphia;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the commanding officer of the said bat-

allion be directed to continue their march from Yorktown,

by the nearest route, to New Jersey; there to be subject

to the orders of General Washington.

The Marine Committee having recommended Joseph

Greenway to be a thu-d lieutenant on board the Delmvare

frigate, commanded by Charles Alexander, Esq'

Resolved, That he be accepted, and that a commission

be gi-anted to him accordingly.

A petition from Jacob Fowler was presented to Con -

gress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the standing committee

for Indian affau-s.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered
to lend eight ten bolts of light duck to the delegates of

Maryland, for the use of their troops; provided the same

can be done without prejudicing the [marine] service.

Resolved, That an order for £117 2 0=:312 24/90ths

dollars be drawn on the treasurer, in favoui- of Josiah
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Bartlett Esq^ and others, committee for purchasing medi-

cines ; the same being for a box of rhubarb bought of

Pelatiah Webster.

The delegates of Virginia produced the credentials of

their appointment, which were read and are as follows

:

Virginia, Scit. In Convention, Thuesdat, June 20, 1776.

The Convention proceeded, according to the order of the Daj-, to

tlie Appointment of Delegates to represent this Colony in General

Congress, and, the Members having prepared Tickets, and put the

same into the Ballot Box, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. George Mason, Mr.

Blair, Mr. Holt, and Mr. Henry Tazewell, were appointed a Committee

to examine the same, and report upon whom the Majority falls; and. it

appearing, from the Report of the Committee, the Majority was in

favour of George Wythe, Thomas Nelson, Richard Henry Lee,

Thomas Jefferson, and Francis Lightfoot Lee, Esqrs.,

Eesolved, tha'efore, That the said George Wythe, Thomas Nelson,

Richai'd Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, and Francis Lightfoot Lee,

Esqi's.,be, and they are hereby, appointed Delegates to represent this

Colony in General Congress for one Year, from the 11th of August

next.

Resolved, That any three of the said Delegates be a sufficient Num-
ber to represent this Colouj' in the said General Congi-ess.

A Copy: John Tazewell, Clk. Conv.

The committee to whom the letter from Mease and
Caldwell was referred, brought in their report, which was
taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved, That five hundred pound weight of gun powder
be delivered to the said Mease and Caldwell, for the pur-

pose of procuring deer skins, to make breeches for the

soldiery in the service of the United States ; they to be

accountable.

That the Secret Committee be directed to fall upon
proper ways and means of procuring a further supply of

deer skins, for the like purpose, from Georgia and South

Carolina.
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The committee, appointed to take into consideration the

letter from Harriot Temple, to the president of Congress,

brought in their report, which was taken into consider-

ation; Whereupon,
Resolved, That, upon the said Harriot's producing to

the quarter master general, an account of the trees which

were cut down upon the farm of Robert Temple, Esq"^ for

the purpose of supplying the continental army with wood
for firing, or for the purposes of fortification, so far as

from the nature of the circumstances such destruction

can be ascertained by her, that the quarter master general

of the continental army, shall make her a just compensa-

tion for the same, in such manner as other persons have

been paid, who have supplied the army with wood for

these purposes ; and that the quarter master general, in

his accounts, shall be allowed for the same by this

Congress.

Congress took into consideration the report of the com-

mittee for enquiring into, and rectifying, the defects in

the powder, manufactured for the United States; and,

thereupon.

Resolved, That there be an Inspector or inspectors

sufficiently qualified to judge the goodness of gun powder,

who shall examine every cask of gun powder manu-
factured, or to be purchased on account of the United

States, by the most approved method of ascertaining the

quality of gun powder ; the said inspector or inspectors

to receive one eighth part of a dollar for every hundred
weight of powder he or they shall so examine

:

That no gun powder be received into the public mag-
azine for the use of the United States of America, or

delivered from the powder mills for that purpose, but

such as has been approved of by the public inspector.
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as to its quickness in firing, strength, dryness, and other

necessary qualities

:

That the inspector mark each cask approved, with the

letters U. S. A. and such other marks as are necessary to

distinguish the several sorts of gun powder

:

That every maker of gun powder, mark every cask,

in which he shall pack his gun powder, with the first

letters of his name

:

That gun powder be put into no cask but such as are

well seasoned and dry

:

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the sev-

eral states of America, to cause suitable inspectors to be

appointed, to examine and determine the quality of all

gun powder manufactured within theu- jurisdiction, and

that no person be allowed to vend any gun powder, man-
ufactured in any of the states of America, unless the

same, in the judgment of such inspector, shall be of suf-

ficient quality ; and to make such laws for executing this,

or any other regulations for promoting the manufacture

of good gun powder, as to them may seem most con-

venient.

Ordered, To be published.^

Congress then proceeded to the election of an inspector

of gun powder; and, the ballots being taken,

Robert Towers was chosen.

Resolved, That five hundred thousand dollars be sent

to the pay master general at New York

:

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

^Printed in the Pemuylvania Gazelle, 4 September, 1776.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 1776

A letter, of the 27th, from R. H. Harrison, secretary

to General Washington, was laid before Congress, and

read.

Also, a letter of the 28th, from General Mercer, both

giving an account of an action on Long Island, and

referred to the Board of War.'

A letter, of the 28, from Richard Dallam, deputy pay

master general for the flying camp, was read; Where-
upon,

Resolved, That an order for 10,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurers, in favour of Gustavus Risberg, and the

same charged to the account of Mr. Dallam:

That the letter [from Mr. Dallam] be referred to the

Board of Treasury.

It being represented by Dr. B[enjamin] Franklin, one

of the late commissioners to Canada, that Mons. Bernard

Mousac de la Marquisie had a commission given to him
by the said commissioners, to be a captain and engineer

in one of the regiments to be raised there, but that he

lost his commission, with his baggage, at Chambly; it

was, thereupon,

Resolved, That a new commission be granted to him.

A letter of the 3d, from Lord Sterling, was read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Cannon Committee.

The Marine Committee having recommended Alpheus

Rice to be first lieutenant of marines, on board the brig

Hampden, commanded by Hoysted Hacker, Esq',

Resolved, That he be accepted, and that a commission

be granted to him accordingly.

The letter of Harrison is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 499. That of Mercer is in No. 159, folio 178.
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The committee appointed to consider the claims of

Canadians, who have been in the service of the conti-

nent, reported.

That Samuel Morrison, who appears, by the certificates

of lieutenant colonels Williams and Brown, to have been

at the siege of Quebec two months and six days, and to

have rendered essential service in several capacities, and

had been promised a commission of captain, which he

never received, be allowed the sum of 40 dollars, in full

for his said services

:

That the petition of Hardouin Merlet, for a pension, in

consideration of his services, not being supported by any

certificate, or voucher relating to such services, we do not

see that, at present any allowance can properly be made
to him

:

That there be paid to Francis Bourignon, the sum of

45 1/3 dollars, due him for his service, as a private, three

months, and as a serjeant, four months, in Colonel

Hazen's and Colonel Brown's regiments :

The said report being read, was agreed to.

A letter of the 2d, from General Lee, at Charleston,

with an intercepted letter enclosed, was laid before Con-
gress, and read.

Resolved^ That Mr. J. Mease be directed to provide

proper cloathing for the German batallion, and also for

the two batallions of Virginians on their march to New
York, the cost of the same cloathing to be deducted out

of the pay of the men by stoppages.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

provide proper arms for the German batallion ; and, in

case they cannot otherways provide arms, that they be

empowered to apply to this purpose the arms ordered to

be put into the hands of the marines

:
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That the said committee be directed to deliver to Mr.

James Mease the one bale of cloth in their possession, for

the public service, he to be accountable.

That the said committee be directed to import the

medicines ordered by the Medical Committee.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To Joseph Sheerer, for account of Captain Cowden, for

008 rations due to his company of militia, at the time of

their march from Lancaster county, on theu' way to New
Jersey, iifty four dollars and 4/90 of a dollar.

To Joseph Sheerer, for account of Captain James

Murray, for 700 rations due to his company of militia, at

the time of their march from Lancaster county, on theu*

way to New Jersey, 61 20/90 dollars

:

To Richard Cheney, for 1,311 meals victuals, supplied

the militia on their march to New Jersey, 122 66/90

dollars

:

To David Jones, for his pay as chaplain to the 3d and

4th Pensylvania batallious, from the 13th of June to the

29 of August, inclusive, 84 40/90 dollars

:

To Josiah Fessenden, for services as an express, twice,

once to Virginia, and once to , including horse hire

and travelling expences, 89 dollars :

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That George Measam, Esq!" be continued in

the office of superintendent, commissary of stores, except

artillery stores, for the northern army, with the pay of

thirty three dollars and one third of a dollar per month.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

devise ways and means of regulating the post office, and

of establishing advice boats between the southern colonies
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and Philadelphia, so as to facilitate and expedite the

conveying of intelligence from one part of the continent

to another

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Heyward, Mr.

[Thomas] Jefferson, and Mr. [Robert] Morris.

Resolved, That the letter enclosed in General Lee's, of

the 2d, which was found on Long Island, in South Caro-

lina, be published.

Besolved, That the letters received and read this morn-
ing, be referred to the Board of War.
A letter from Monsieiir Le Chevalier Sauralle was laid

before Congi'ess, and read.^

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That the committee to whom the plan of

treaties, as amended, was re-committed, be empowered
to prepare such farther instructions as to them shall seem
proper, and make report thereof to Congress.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 1776

A letter of the 29th, from General Washington, and

a letter of the 22d, from Governor Trumbull, were laid

before Congress, and read."

Resolved, That the letter from Governor Trumbull be

referred to the Board of Treasury.

Resolved, That the duck, in the hands of Mr. Green, at

Rhode Island, be made up into tents, and forwarded,

with aU possible expedition, to General Washington.

•This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio 1.

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 503. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, o71.
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Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to purchase

all the linen in this city, suitable for tents, and have the

same made into tents, as soon as possible, and report to

Congress immediately the quantity that can be procured.

A memorial from David White, of the county of

Somerset, in New Jersey, was presented to Congress,

and read; Whereupon,
Resolved, That, from the state of facts in the said

petition, Congress have no objection to his being excused

from bearing arms, but remit the same to the assembly

of New Jersey, to whom the enquiry and determination

properly belong.

A memorial from Mr. Kosciusko was presented to Con-

gress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.

Congress took into consideration the report of the com-

mittee on Governor Trumbull's letter of the 19th July,

and, after debate.

Resolved, That the same be re -committed for the pur-

pose of stating the facts and circumstances that induced

Governor Trumbull to stop the vessels going out of the

sound.

The committee for regulating the post office, brought in

their report, which was taken into consideration; Where-
upon,

Resolved, That the communication of intelligence with

frequency and despatch, from one part to another of this

extensive continent, is essentially requisite to its safety

;

that, therefore, there should be employed on the several

post roads, a rider for every twenty five or thirty miles,

whose business it shall be, to proceed through his stage

three times in every week, setting out immediately on

receipt of the mail, and travelling with the same, by night

and by day, without stopping, until he shall have delivered

15664—VOL V—06 20
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it to the next rider ; and that the post master general be

desired, either by the use of way bills, or by such other

means as he shall find most efficacious, to prevent delays

in the riders, or to discover where they happen, that such

dilatory riders may be discharged.

And, as it is requisite that the deputy post masters

should attend with punctuality at their several offices for

the receipt and delivery of letters.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies and

conventions of these states, to consider how far it may be

consistent with the policy and the good of their respective

states, to excuse such deputy post masters from those

public duties, which may call them from attendance at

their offices, and to proceed therein as to their wisdom
shall seem best/

Resolved, That three advice boats be established ; one to

ply between the state of North Carolina, and such port

as shall be most convenient to the place at which the

Congress shall be sitting ; one other between the state of

South Carolina and the said port, and one other between

the state of Georgia and the same port ; that such advice

boats be armed, and put under the direction of the Secret

Committee, who are empowered to freight them with such

merchandise or commodities, as, without retarding their

passage, may, together with the usual postage on letters,

and other papers transmitted by them, contribute to defray

the expences of the said boats.

The convention of New York having represented that,

for want of blacksmiths, they are greatly delayed in

obstructing the passage of Hudson's river, in the High-
lands, which is an object of great importance:

Resolved, That the convention of New York be empow-
ered to employ, for the purpose aforesaid, the blacksmiths

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Eoening Post, 14 September, 1776.
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that are now engaged in building the continental frigates

at Poughkeepsie.

The committee, to whom the petition of William Bell

& Co. was referred, brought in their report, which was

taken into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That Governor Trumbull be requested to per-

mit the sloop Freemason, Epaphros Mygat, master, with

her cargo, belonging to the petitioners, to proceed on her

voyage to the island of St. Eustatia, so soon as the said

master shall judge she may sail without falling into the

hands of the enemy on the coast.

The committee appointed to enquii*e into the claims of

sundry Canadians, report, that there is due,

To Andrew Pepin, for two mouths' services as a cap-

tain, and 6 months' services as a lieutenant, together with

rations during the time of his said services, the sum of

201 and l/3d dollars

:

To James Pelieur, for five months' services as a pri-

vate, and three months' services as a lieutenant, together

with one ration a day, during the said three months, the

sum of 99 l/3d doUars.

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The Committee on the Treasury reported, that there is

due.

To Melchior Meng, for waggon and horse hire, carrying

money to New York, escorted by Mr. Fullerton and

others, the sum of 28 4/90ths dollars:

To John Bates, for 150 camp kettles, delivered to

Clement Biddle, deputy quarter master general, 200

dollars

:

To Jacob Hilzheimer, for expresses to Albany, New
York, Boston, Burlington, &c. between the 11 May and

13 August, 1776, and for keeping a continental horse, the

sum of 537 60/90ths dollars

:
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To Captain John Tliaclier, for the pay of his independ-

ent company, in the service of the United States, at New
York, under General Lee, 405 9/90ths dollars

:

To George Haas, for conveying money to Albany, 21

days, at 2 dollars, and expences of himself, horse hire

and ferriages, 100 71/90ths dollars, and for carriage of

Captain Gamble's baggage from Philadelphia to Reading,

16 dollars; the whole 116 71/90ths dollars:

To Robert Jewell, 333 62/90ths dollars, for his account

for entertaining prisoners in gaol, from the 23 July to 20

August, inclusive, 234 60/90ths dollars ; for his account

for entertaining ten deserters, from the 23 July to the

20 August, 42 85/90ths dollars, and his account for mak-
ing three pine tables, two pine desks, a book case, sign

board, &c. for Treasury Office, 61 69/90ths dollars:

To William Clayton, for 303 meals of victuals supplied

the militia on their march to New Jersey, 30 27/90ths

dollars

:

To Thomas Cheesman, for carriage of 32 cwt. l.qr. 3

pound salt petre, from Egg harbor to Cooper's ferry,

opposite to Philadelphia, 22 52/90ths dollars

:

Ordered.! That the said accounts be paid.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 1776

A letter, of the 25th, from Major General Schuyler at

Albany, was laid before Congress, and read.'

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, II, foHo 289.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1776

A letter from General Washington, of the 31 August,

with the determination of a council of war, and the rea-

sons for quitting Long Island, and a copy of a letter from
Lord Sterling:

Also, a letter from Major General Gates, of the 23

August, with sundry papers enclosed

;

A letter from sundry field officers in the army at Ticon -

deroga, dated 19th August, with the proceedings between
a court martial and Brigadier General Arnold : also,

A letter from Captain John Nelson, of the 23 August,

and a letter from Benjamin Harrison, Jun^ deputy pay

master general, with his weekly accounts, were laid before

Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the said lettei-s be referred to the Board
of War/

Congress being informed, that General Sullivan was ¥fi

town, mth a design to communicate the aubi3tancc of a

conversation he had with Lord Howe come to Philadel-

phia, with a message from Lord Howe,
Ordered, That he be admitted, and heard before Con-

A petition from Michael Fitzgerald; also, a petition

from John Weitzel, and one from James Paul Govert,

were presented to Congress, and read,

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.''

A petition from Peter Dicthery, was presented and read,

Resolved, That it be referred to the Medical Committee.

' The letter of Washington ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 507. It is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 373. That of

Gates ia in No. 154, J, folio 45. That of the Field Officers, on Arnold's appeal from

a court martial, is in No. 78, XVII, folio 1. That of Nelaon is in No. 78, XVII,
foho 5, and that of Ilarrisoo, dated August 23, is in No. 78, XI, folio 83.

^ The petition from Michael Fitzgerald, without date, is in the Pavers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, III, folio 9.
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A letter from William Bausman, of Lancaster, was laid

before Congress, and read: Whereupon,
Resolved, That an order for £500=1,333 1/3 dollars be

drawn on the treasurer, in favour of the committee of

Lancaster, for the use of the barracks ||ordered to be built

in that borough
||

; the said committee to be accountable.

Resolved, That an order for 4,577 63/90 dollars be drawn
on the treasurer, in favour of Francis Lewis, Esq^ being

for so much paid by his order to Jonathan Trumbull, Esq^

deputy pay master general, and that the same be charged

to the account of the said Jonathan Trumbull.

A memorial from Francis Guillot was presented to

Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.

The committee to whom was recommitted the report

of the committee appointed to ascertain the value of the

several species of gold and silver [coins] current in these

states, and the proportion they and each of them bear

and ought to bear to Spanish milled dollars, brought in

their report, which was read

:

The Committee, to whom was recommitted a report from a Com-
mittee appointed to ascertain the value of the several species of gold

and silver current in these states, and the proportion the}' and each

of them bear and ought to bear to Spanish milled dollars, have taken

the same into consideration and thereupon come to the following

resolutions:

Whereas, the holders of bills of credit emitted by authoritj^ of Con-

gress will be entitled at certain periods, appointed for redemption

thereof to I'eoeive out of the Treasury of the United States the amount

of the said bills in Spanish milled dollars, or the value thereof in gold

and silver; and the value of such dollars is different in proportion as

they are more or less worn, and the value of other silver, and of gold

coins, and also of bullion, when compared with such dollars, is esti-

mated by different rules and proportions in these states, whereby
injustice may happen to individuals, to particular states, or to the

whole Union as well in paiments into, as out of the Treasury, which
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ought to be prevented by declaring the precise weight and fineness of

the s'd Spanish milled dollar which is to be considered aij the American
now becoming the Money-Unit or common measure of other coins in

these states, and by explaining the principles and establishing the

rules by which other coins and bullion the said common measure

shall be applied to other coins and to bullion in order to estimate their

comparative value be thence known and estimated at the s'd Treasury.

Remlved, that it is the opinion of this Committee that all paiments

made into or out of the said Treasury ought in good faith to be

measured estimated by the Spanish milled dollar, otherwise called the

Pillar piece of eight, as it comes from the mint, new and unworn;

and that in sueh which state it's absolute weight is 17 dwt. 9 grs. Troy
weight, which is made up of six containing sixteen pennyweight, one

grain, fourteen and an half mites of tine silver, and one pennyweight,

seven grains, five and an half mites of fine copper alloy; and that

according to the usual course of merchandize neither the said alloy

nor the charges of coinage arc estimated in the value of coin or bul

lion and that the value of all coins and of bullion as estimated in com
merce is in proportion to the quantity of fine metal they contain,

without regard to workmanship, or the alloy mixed therewith, but

that according to the course of merchandize neither the said alloy nor

the expences of coinage should be considered as any addition to the

value of the said coin.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee that all gold silver

coins or bullion paid into or out of the sd treasury ought to be esti-

mated in such paiment according to the quantity of fine silver they

contain.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee that all gold coins

or bullion paid into or out of the said treasury ouglit to be estimated

in such paiment according to the quantity of tine gold they contain

and the proportional value , which the value of tine gold beai's to that

of fine silver in those foreign markets at which these states will

probably carry on commerce; but as the said proportion is different at

different those markets, it is further the opinion of this committee

that the several proportions at the said markets before mentioned
should be averaged and such averaged proportion be observed at the

said treasury.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee, after due enquiry

made, that the several proportions between the value of equal weights

of fine silver and of an equal quantity weight of fine gold, at .he said
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markets before mentioned , is at present, when averaged nearJy as one

to fourteen and three fourtliri one half, and that this proportion should

be observed at the sd treasury, but as in long tracts of time the pro-

portional values of gold and silver at market are liable to vary, when-

ever such variation shall have become sensible, this house ought to

make a corresponding charge in the rates at their treasury.

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, after due enquiry

made into the fineness of the coins below hereafter mentioned, that

taking into consideration the quantity of fine metal gold or silver they

contain, and the proportional value before mentioned between equal

weights of gold fine gold and fine silver, their values expressed ia

Dollars, or Units and DeciaMtls, by decimal notation in Dollars and

parts of a dollar are as follows:

Proportion p, vnliioin Weight Value c

of fine Weight. ^'P*, X,*',"'- ' ei'^i™lent adwt. i

metal. ™«""- i'oliars.
jq ^oUar. dollars

The Pillar piece of eight, or Spanish
milled dollar

The old Ecu of France, ot 60 sols

Toumois, or French crown
The English Crown
The English shilling
The English sixpence

17 12
19 8.5
3 20.

9

1 22.45

GOLD COINS

The old Spanish Double Doubloon...
The old Spanish Pistole
[The Johannes of Portugal. The
half Johannes.

p

The Double Moeda of Portugal
The Moeda of Portugal
The old Louis d'or of France
The new Louis d'or of France
The English Guinea of William III ..

The English half Guinea ot Wil-

17 21. 675
3 13.935
1 18.967

6 7.95
3 3.975
3 23. 243
4 18.623
4 22.651

.113941

.222788

.111394

.067294

.057563

.057553

.067553

The Hungary Ducat
The Ducat of Holland, coined ad

legem imperii
of Campen in Holland .

of the bLshop of Bamberg
of Brandenburgh .

.

Of Sweden
of Denmark
of I

of Transylvania
of the Duke of Hanover.

The Double Ducat of the Duke of
Hanover

Chequlus of Venice

5.061
5.061
5.047
5.102

1 3.658
1 3.683
1 3.658

. 867736

; 867736

In the pound weight. '> These words are struck out.

and that the said coins when of the absolute weight there stated should

be paid and received at the said treasury for so many Dollars and

parts of a dollar as is there expressed, and when of a greater or lesser
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weight should be paid and received for a proportionably greater or

lesser number of dollars and parts of a dollar.

Eesolved, that all other silver coins not specially named in the sd

table, and all silver bullion, should be paid and received at the sd

Treasury paid or received at the said treasury, be estimated in receipt

and paimcnt at the sd treasury in dollars and parts of a dollar in pro-

portion to the Hue silver they respectively contain; and all gold coin

and bull, not specially named, and gold bullion, be estimated in dol-

lars and parts of a dollar in the compound ratios of the quantity of

fine gold they contain, and of the afore mentioned proportion between
the value of equal weights of tine gold and fine silver and that no value

be put allowance be made in either case for the value of the alloy nor

for the charges of coinage or workmanship.

Resolved, that assays should be made as soon as conveniently may be

of the fineness of such other coins not stated in the aforesaid said table

as are in circulation within these states, and that they should be inserted

in the said table, together with their values in Dollars and parts of a

dollar, in order to render the same more full and adequate to the pur-

poses of public convenience.

And whereas, the credit of the said bills as current money ought to

be supported at the full value therein expressed by the inhabitants of

these states, for whose benefit they are issued, at the full value therein

expressed, and who stand bound to redeem the same according to the

like value, and the pernicious artifices of the enemies of American
liberty to impair the credit of the said bills by raising the nominal

value of gold and silver ought to be guarded against and prevented.

Resolved, that all bills of credit emitted by authority of Congress

ought to pass current in all paiments, trade, and dealings in the states,

and be deemed equal in value to gold and silver, according to the pre-

ceding rates and resolutions; and that whosoever shall ofl'er, demand
or receive more in the said bills for any gold or silver coins or bullion

than is before rated, or more of the said bills for any lands, houses,

goods, wares or merchandize than the nominal sum at which the same
might be purchased of the same person with gold or silver, every such

person ought to be deemed an enemy to the liberties of these colonics

states, and treated accordinglj', being on conviction before such per-

9on3 or judicature as have been or shall be authorised by the Asscm
blies to hear and determine the sd off such oftences by the Convention

or assembly of the state wherein the ofl'ence shall ])e committed; but

no such judicature is as yet established, such conviction the sd
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Conviction may be had before the committee of inspection of the city,

county, or district where the said offence shall be committed, with

liberty of appeal to the Assembly or Convention of such state, until

fey the sd Assembly or Convention shall establish such judicature.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

^

A petition from the officers of the 1st and 2d Vu-ginia

batallions, was presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.^

Resolved, That an order for 30,000 dollars be drawn on

the treasurer, in favour of James Mease, for the public

service; he to be accountable.

General Sullivan being admitted, delivered the verbal

message he had in charge from Lord Howe, which he

was desired to reduce to writing, and withdrew.

Rcaolvcd, That Mr. [Thonino] Jcffoi'oon, Mr. Pi[iohnrd]

H[cnry] Lcc, and Mr. [William] Hooper, '' be a commit

tec to draw up an account of the Intc action on Long
Island, and lay the aamc before Congrcoa, in order for

publication.

Resolved, That an order for one hundred and twenty

thousand dollars be drawn on the treasurer, in favom- of

the delegates of Rhode Island, for the use of that state,

which is to be charged with the same.

Congress being informed that Donald M'Donald, who
was sent to this city from North Carolina, is considered

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, was recently found in the Jeffer-

son Manuscripts, in the Library of Congress. With it are some memoranda and cal-

culations, evidently used in preparing the report, but they are not printed in this

place.

' A petition of the "Captains and Subalterns of the two old Virginia regiments " is

in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 1. It was addressed to the

Lieutenant Governor and Council of State of Virginia, and by the State was agreed

to August 21, 1776, and sent to the Virginia delegates in Congress. That body

referred it to the Board of War.
' The name of John Adams had been first written. Richard Henry Lee had been

absent since the middle of June, returning to Philadelphia at the end of August.
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by Lord Howe as a Brigadier General in the service of

bis Britannic majesty

:

Resolved., That Brigadier General McDonald be admitted

to bis parole, and liberated npon his signing the form
prescribed by Congress.^

A petition from Anthony Mosengeil, was presented to

Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the assembly of the

state of New Jersey.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to pre-

pare and bring in a plan of military operations for the

next campaign.

Resolved, That the continental agents be empowered
and required to inspect or appoint some suitable person

or persons, to inspect all gun powder manufactured or

purchased in, or imported into the respective states,

wherein they reside, on account of the United States;

except in those states where an inspector is appointed by
Congress.

Ordered, That the above be published, with the reso-

lutions respecting gun powder passed the 28 of August.
The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due.

To Robert Erwin, waggon master, for the hire of

waggons going to Egg harbor for powder, viz. Adam
Weaver, Joseph Champeny, Michael Grossman, Israel

Fry, Jacob Hindman and George Baser, one trip each;

and David Boxe, William Parke and Alexander Miller,

two trips each, is twelve trips, allowing five days to each,

at 4 dollars per day, is two hundred and forty dollars

:

To Captain James Sterling, 664 14/90 dollars, being for

the balance of his account of the expence of a guard

' On the margin Thomson has written : "The execution of this resolution suspended
by a vote of Congress in the afternoon."
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appointed to convey a number of British prisoners from
Bm'lington to Lancaster, and Frederick county in Mary-
land, with waggon and horse hire, amounting to £549 1 2

Pensylvania currency [=1,464 14/90 dollars,] of which
sum he has received from the Pensylvania committee of

safety and for which they are to be credited, the 16 July,

1776, £37 10 [= 100 dollars]; the 17 July, 1776, £262 10

[=700 dollars], both sums making £300, equal to eight

hundred dollars, ||and there remains 664 14/90 dollars 1|

:

Ordered, That the accounts be paid.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow,

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1776

A memorial from Colonel Moses Hazen was presented

to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee appointed

to enquire into the causes of the miscarriages in Canada.
The Committee appointed to inquire into the particu

lara of the late action on Long loland reported, that they

have made inquiry and from the boot information they

could get have prepared an account thereof.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

General Sullivan having reduced to writing the verbal

message from Lord Howe, the same was laid before Con-
gress, and read as follows:

The following is the purport of the message from Lord Howe to

Congress, by General Sullivan:

That, though he could not at present Treat with Congress as such,

yet he was very Desirous of having a Conference with some of The
members, whom he would Consider for the present only as private

Gentlemen, and meet them himself as such, at such place as they

should appoint:
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That he, in Conjunction with General Howe, had full powers to

Compromise the Dispute between Great Britain and America, upon
Terms advantageous to both; the obtaining of which Delayed him
near Two months in England, and prevented his arrival at this place

before the Declaration of Independency took place:

That he wished a Compact might be Settled at this time, when no
Decisive Blow was struck, and neither party could say, that they

were Compelled to enter into such agreement:

That, in Case Congress were Disposed to Treat, many things, which
they had not as yet asked, might and ought to be granted Them;
and That if, upon the Conference, Thej^ found any probable Ground
of an Accommodation, The authority of Congress must be afterwards

Acknowledged, otherwise The Compact would not be Compleat.

Copy of General Sidlivan's Letter to Lord Hoioe

New York, 30th of August, 1776

My Lord.—agreeable to your Lordships Request I have Conversed

with General Washington, who says that he has no power to Treat upon
the Subject your Lordship mentioned, but has not the least objection

to my going to Philadelphia to Inform Congress of what your Lord-

ship has been pleased to Communicate to me upon the Subject. I

shall wait your Lordships further Direction, and am with much esteem,

your Lordships most obedient Servant,

Jn" Sxjllivan

The Right Hon""' Lord Viscount Howe

His Lordship's Answer:

Eagle, 30 August, 1776

Sir,

Understanding by your Letter That the only Doubt of the propriety

of your going to Philadelphia is, by your Conversation with General

Washington, Removed, I do not see occasion to give you further

Trouble but to Recommend the prosecuting of your Journey, as you
were pleased on that Condition to propose. I am Sir, your most

obed' Humble Serv*,

Howe
General Sullivan.'

' The original copy of these papers, in the manuscript of General Sullivan, was laid

into the Manuscript Journal, No. 1, Vol. IV, folio 135.
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The Board of War brought in a report, which was

read: Whereupon
Ordered, That the firat part of the report ho on the

table, to be taken up thio day.

Eesolved, That the part of the said report, which relates

to the establishing a post between Philadelphia and Ticon-

deroga, be referred to the committee for regulating the

post office. That the remainder of the report lie on the

table

:

Eesolved, That two members be added to the said com-

mittee :

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Hooper and Mr.

[Samuel] Huntington.

Resolved, That a regimental pay master be appointed to

Colonel Magaw's batallion.

The ballots being taken,

John Mifflin, brother to Brigadier General Mifflin, was

elected.

Resolved, That Jeduthuu Baldwin, Esq' be appointed

an engineer in the continental army, with the rank of

colonel, and pay of 60 dollars a month.

A letter from a number of officers who are prisoners at

Carlisle, [was read,] complaining of some ill treatment

they have received, and of their baggage being plundered,

contrary to the capitulation, upon which they surren-

dered, and General Wooster, who was attending in the

outer room, being examined touching the facts therein

stated

;

Resolved, That a letter be written to Genei-al Schuyler,

directing him to make particular enquiry whether the

baggage of the officers taken at St. John's and Chambly
was plundered, and by whom, and report to Congress:

That the secretary of the Board of War be directed to

inform the officers, that enquiiy has been made of General
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Wooster, to whom they refer, respecting the plunder of

their baggage, and that he says he knows nothing of the

matter, and that no information or complaint was ever

made to him respecting that matter : And farther, inform

them, that Congress have given orders to General Schuyler

to make strict enquiry into this affair, and report thereon.

A letter, of the 2d, from General Washington, and a

letter from William Palfrey, pay master general, were
laid before Congress, and read/

Resolved, That the letter from General Washington be

referred to a committee of the whole Congi-ess

:

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the

whole to take into consideration the letter from General

Washington; and, after some time, the president resumed
the chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported, that the

committee have had under consideration the letter to

them referred, and have come to sundry resolutions,

which he was ordered to report.

The resolutions reported from the committee of the

whole Congress, being [severally] read, were agreed to as

follows

:

Resolved, That General Washington be acquainted, that

the Congress would have especial care taken, in case he
should find it necessary to quit New York, that no dam-
age be done to the said city by his troops, on their leav-

ing it : The Congress having no doubt of being able to

recover the same, though the enemy should, for a time,

obtain possession of it.

Resolved, That three more batallions be ordered from
Virginia, to reinforce the army at New York, of which
that commanded by Colonel Stephen to be one

:

That for the same purpose, two of the North Carolina

'The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 519. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 378.
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batallions be ordered to march, with all possible expedi-

tion, to New York, under the command of Brigadier

General Moore

:

That it be recommended to the assemblies and conven-

tions of the several states to the northward of Virginia,

immediately to send all the aid in their power to the army
at New York

:

That one of the continental batallions in Rhode Island

be ordered immediately to march, to reinforce the army
at New York

:

That it be recommended to the assembly of Massachu-

setts bay, to send to Rhode Island a batallion of theu*

militia, to supply the place of the continental batallion

ordered from thence.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.'

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1776

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to pay the

Virginia batallion, now on their march to New York, one

month's pay, and to supply them with such necessary

cloathing as they may stand in need of.

Resolved, That another brigadier general be appointed

in the continental army

:

The ballots being taken, Adam Stephen was unani-

mously elected.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to call in

the several recruiting parties of the German batallion,

and they have them formed and ai-med, with all possible

' "The Congress is, at this time, very thin. Colonel Lee is arrived here, but sev-

eral others have taken leave of absence, among them Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Hey-

ward." Josiah Bartktt to William Whipple, 3 September, 1776.
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expedition, and forwarded to New York, taking measures,

and giving proper directions to have the batallion re-

cruited to the full complement, as soon as the same can

conveniently be done.

Resolved, That the proposal made by General Howe, as

delivered by General Sullivan, of exchanging General

Sullivan and Lord Sterling for General Prescot and
General M'Donald, be complied with.

Mr. J. Mease having, in consequence of the resolution

of the 30th August, made a report, that he cannot find

there is any cloth in this city, fit for making tents, except

a parcel of light sail cloth, which is in the hands of the

Marine Committee: Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

deliver to Mr. J. Mease all the light sail cloth in their

hands : And that Mr. Mease be du*ected to have the same
made into tents, as soon as possible, and forwarded to

General Washington

:

That the Secret Committee be directed to write to the

continental agents in the eastern states, desiring them to

purchase all the duck and other cloth fit for tents, which
they can procure in their respective states, for the use of

the continent.

Congress took into consideration the report of the

Board of War; and, after some time spent thereon,

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be

postponed till to morrow.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

15664—VOL V—06 21
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1776

A petition from John Schott was presented to Congress,

and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.^

Two petitions from the owners of the privateers Lee

and Putnam were presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to the Marine Com-
mittee.

A memorial from Jeremiah Halsey was presented to

Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.^

Resolved, That General Prescot and General M'Donald,

be sent by the Board of War, under an escort, to General

Washington, to be exchanged for General Sullivan and

Lord Sterling.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to

supply Mr. [Joseph] Hewes with 400 three pound cannon

shot, for the use of the continental army in North Carolina.

Two soldiers having escaped from Quebec, and applied

to Congress for their pay.

Resolved, That this matter be referred to the Committee

on the Treasury.

A memorial from Captain John Doyle was presented to

Congress, and read, setting forth, that in consequence of

the resolution passed the 16 July, he has inlisted 80 men,

whereof about 60 have passed muster, as appears by the

roll produced, and that the other 20 are at Lancaster, and,

therefore, praying that a commission be granted to him,

pursuant to the said resolution

:

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted

;

and that commissions be granted to Samuel Brady to be

' This petition from John Paul Schott, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 42, VII, folio 15.

* This petition, without date, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, III,

folio 333.
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first lieutenant, David Brown second lieutenant and to

William M'Murray, second lieutenant of the company
commanded by Captain Doyle.

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the

report of the Board of War; and thereupon,

Resolved, That General Sullivan be requested to inform
Lord Howe, that this Congress, being the representatives

of the free and independent states of America, cannot,

with propriety, send any of its members to confer with
his lordship in their private characters; but that, ever

desirous of establishing peace on reasonable terms, they

will send a committee of their body to know whether he
has any authority to treat with persons authorized by Con-
gress for that purpose, in behalf of Aanerica, and what
that authority is, and to hear such propositions as he shall

think fit to make respecting the same :

^

That the president be desired to write to General Wash-
ington, and acquaint him that it is the opinion of Congress,

that no proposals for making peace between Great Britain

and the United States of America ought to be received

or attended to, unless the same be made in writing, and
addressed to the representatives of the said states in Con-
gress, or persons authorized by them : And, if application

be made to him by any of the commanders of the British

forces on that subject, that he inform them that these

United States, who entered into the war only for the

defence of their lives and liberties, will cheerfully agree

to peace on reasonable terms, whenever such shall be

proposed to them in manner aforesaid.

Ordered, That a copy of the first of the two foregoing

resolutions be delivered to General Sullivan, and that he

be directed immediately to repair to Lord Howe.^

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 18 September, 1776.

Tor a speech by John Witherspoon, on this matter, see Appendix.
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Resolved^ That to Morrow be assigned for electing the i

committee

:

j

The several matters to this day referred, being post-
;

poned,
j

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. I

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1776 1

Resolved, That General Sullivan be requested to deliver
|

to Lord Howe the copy of the resolution delivered to him.

Resolved, That the committee, "to be sent to know
|

whether Lord Howe has any authority to treat with per-
j

sons authorized by Congress for that purpose, in behalf

of America, and what that authority is, and to hear such

propositions as he shall think fit to make respecting the

same," consist of three:

Congress then proceeded to the election, when the fol-

lowing gentlemen were elected : Mr. [Benjamin] Frank-

lin, Mr. J[ohn] Adams, and Mr. [Edward] Rutledge.^

Mr. J. Adams requesting to be cxcui3cd, the question

whether he shall - be - excused ' from this service—was
postponed till to morrow. ^

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read :

One of the 4th, from General Washington, with sundry

letters and papers enclosed

;

One of the 29 August, from General Schuyler, enclosing

Four letters of the 18, 20, 26, and 27th, of the same

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 18 September, 1776. The committee set out

September 9. See John Adams, Autobiography, Works, III, 75; and Franklin's

Writings (Bigelow), VI, 17, 27-33.

^ "When Sullivan carried to Congress the proposals of Lord Howe and that body

came to appoint a committee of three to repair to Staten Island and confer with the

British commissioner, Franklin and John Adams were unanimously chosen; and Lee

and Kutledge had an equal vote. Lee stated that he was opposed to the embassy,

declined to be voted for and said he could not accept a place on the committee.

Stockton was then placed in nomination, but Rutledge was chosen." Josiah Bartlett

to William mdpple, 10 September, 1776.
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montli, from General Gates, with a return of the army at

Ticonderoga, and other papers;

A letter of the 4th, from Brigadier General Mercer;

A letter of the 28th August, from William Maxwell,

with a memorial enclosed ||from Jacobus Wyncoop, were
read. IP

Resolved., That the several letters, with the papers

enclosed, except the memorial from Jacobus Wyncoop, be

referred to the Board of War ; and that the memorial from
Jacobus Wyncoop be referred to the Marine Committee.

Resolved, That an order for 2,794 15/90 dollars be drawn
on the treasurer, in favour of George Morgan, Esq^ agent

for Indian affairs, in the middle department; he to be

accountable :

That Mr. Morgan be supplied with a copy of the res-

olutions of Congress, relating to Indian affairs, in the

middle department, and a copy of the treaty held with

the Indians at the German Flats

:

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to Captain Sherer 6 lb. of powder, and 24 lb. of

lead, for the use of two companies of rifflemen, to try

then- riffles.

A memorial from G[eorge] Nicholson, with an account,

was presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee of

Treasuiy.

A letter from Captain William Jenkins was laid before

Congress, and read, praying for leave, on account of his

family affairs, to resign his commissions :

Resolved, That leave be granted him to resign.

' A copy of Washington's letter is in the Washington Papers, Series A (Tran-

scripts), I, folio 398. The letter of Schuyler is in the Papers of the Cmitmental Con-

gress, No. 153, II, folio 305. That of Mercer is in No. 15!), folio 182. The letter of

Maxwell is in No. 78, XV, folio 79, but the memorial appears to be one from Max-
well himself.
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The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved^ That John Paul Shott, who is well recom-

mended as an experienced officer, be appointed a captain

in the continental army, with directions to raise a com-
pany as soon as possible ; but, that as he may be usefully

employed immediately, that he be forthwith sent to Gen-
eral Washington at New York, and that one month's pay

be advanced to him.

Resolved^ That the farther consideration of the report

be deferred till to morrow.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1776

Sundry letters and petitions were laid before Congress,

and read.

A letter from the Indian commissioners at Pittsburg,

August 16, enclosing a memorial from Alexander Ross.

Resolved^ That the said memorial be referred to the

standing committee for Indian affau's.

A letter, from R. Dallam, deputy pay master general, of

the 6th :^ Whereupon,
Resolved, That an order for £440 Pensylvania currency,

equal to 1,173 30/90 dollars, be drawn on the treasurers,

in favom- of Colonel Charles Read, being in full of a

draught in his favour of the 6th instant, by Richard Dal-

lam, deputy pay master general, and that the same be

charged to the account of the said R. Dallam.

That 200,000 dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, deputy

pay master general, for the use of the flying camp and

militia; he to be accountable.

• This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 57.
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A letter of the 5th, from Charles Preston, major of the

26th regiment, ||a prisoner, was read.||

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
A letter and memorial, from William Wild, of the 29

of August,

Resolved, That the same be referred to the convention

of Pensylvania.

The state of Virginia having appointed, on the 23 of

July last, William Brady, captain of a riffle company in

the batallion to be commanded by Colonel Hugh Steven-

son ; William Pyle, to be a first lieutenant of a company
in the said batallion; Christopher Brady, to be a second

lieutenant of a company in the said batallion

;

And Amos Thompson to be chaplain to the said

batallion

:

Resolved, That commissions be gi-anted to them accord-

ingly.

The Congress proceeded to the election of an adjutant

for the batallion ordered to be raised in Westmoreland
[county] ; and, the ballots being taken,

Michael Hoofnagel was elected.

A petition from Charles Roberts, late commander of

the schooner Thistle, was presented, and read.

Resolved, That Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett, Mr. [Richard]

Stockton, Mr. [Thomas] Stone, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot]

Lee, Mr. [John] Penn, and Mr. [George] Walton, be

appointed members of the committee to enquire into the

causes of the miscarriages in Canada, in the room of those

who are absent.

Resolved, That two members be chosen for the com-
mittee appointed on the 24 of July last, to take into con-

sideration and report their opinion on the proposal made
by the president of South Carolina, respecting General

Lee, in the room of those who are absent:
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The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, and

Mr. [George] Walton.

Resolved, That an order for 1,600 dollars be drawn on

the treasurer in favour of David S. Franks; for which he

is to account on the settlement of his accounts.

The state of Rhode Island having recommended sundry

gentlemen for field officers of the two batallions raised in

that state, the Congress proceeded to the election : when
the following gentlemen were elected :

William Richmond Colonel

Caleb Gardner Lieutenant Colonel

Benjamin Tallmau Major
Christopher Lippit Colonel

Adam Comstock Lieutenant Colonel

James Tew Major
Resolved., That the batallion commanded by Colonel

Lippit be ordered to New York, unless that commanded
by Colonel Richmond is already marched.

Resolved, That the commissary, Mr. Mease be directed

to deliver to the delegates of Maryland, three pieces of

coarse cloth, for the use of the Maryland troops; the said

delegates to be accountable.

Resolved, That Mr. [Gustavus] Risberg, the assistant

to Colonel Biddle, be directed to take proper measures for

providing the sick soldiers in Philadelphia, with proper

lodgings and attendance.

A letter from General M'Donald to the Board of War,
was read ; Whereupon,^

Resolved, That General McDonald be allowed 4 days to

prepare for his journey:

That that part of his letter, respecting his treatment in

North Carolina, be sent to the convention of that state.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, foho 59.
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Resolved, That a copy of the resolutions passed by
Congi-ess on the Message brought by General Sullivan,

and the names of the committee appointed, be sent to

General Washington.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due.

To Richard Welsh, for his services as clerk, for deliver-

ing stores and provisions in Canada, certified by Henry
Menson, in which service he entered the 24 April, and dis-

charged the 7 June, 1776, at 3/4 lawful at 6/ per dollar,

the sum of 25 dollars

:

To Casper Carver, for the hire of a team from York,

in Pensylvania, to Williamsburg, in Vu-ginia, sixteen

days, at four dollars a day, is 64 dollars ; and for ferriages,

6 6/90 dollars, and for the hire of another team from
York town to New York, with Captain Grier's company,
14 days, at 4 dollars a day, and for ferriage, 3 54/90 dol-

lars; the whole being 129 60/90 dollars:

To John Sparhawk, for two maps, a court Calendar, &c.

delivered to the War Office, as per Richard Peters 's cer-

tificate, 10 60/90 dollars:

To John Bates, for 200 camp kettles, delivered to C.

Biddle, deputy quarter master general, the 2d instant,

266 60/90 dollars:

To the following persons, for which a warrant is to

be drawn in favour of Mons. Rouville, for the sum of

788 10/90 dollars, the amount of his six accounts, viz.

1. To hostages sent by General Schuyler to Reading,

in Pensylvania, namely; Allan M'Donald, Sen. Allan

M'Donald, Jun. Alexander M'Donald, Rennel M'Donald,
and Ai'chibald M'Donald, their allowance from the 4th of

June to the 3d of September, both days inclusive, is 13

weeks, at 2 dollars each, is, for the five, 130 dollars; for

Angus M'Donald and George M'Donald, two servants.
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13 weeks each, at one dollar a week, is 26 dollars; of

which they have received from the committee of Reading,

27 3/90 dollars ; the ballance is 128 87/90 dollars :

2. To Lieutenant Simon Evans, a prisoner sent from

Canada to Reading, for expeuces from Montreal to Al-

bany, 12 dollars ; and allowance from the 10th February,

to the 23 August, inclusive, is 28 weeks, at 2 dollars per

week, is 56 dollars ; the whole 68 dollars ; of which sum
he has received from the committee of Esopus, for 13

weeks' allowance, 26 dollars; the ballance due to Lieu-

tenant Evans, is 42 dollars

:

3. To Captain Anstruther, of the 26th regiment, for his

allowance from 18 November, to 23 August, both days

inclusive, is 40 weeks, at 2 dollars per week, is 80 dollars:

4. To Marcus LucuUus Royall, master of the Gaspee,

taken the 19th November, in the river St. Lawrence, for

his allowance to the 22d August, is 39 4/7ths weeks, at 2

dollars, is 79 13/90ths dollars; of which he has received

from the committee of Esopus, 44 dollars ; the ballance

due to Mr. L. Royall is 35 13/90ths dollars.

5. To the Canadian prisoners at Bristol, viz. Mons. St.

Ours, Hervieux, Hevu-imont, de Chambault and la Marque,

from the 3d of November, the time they were taken, to

the 30 August, inclusive, is 43 weeks each, at 2 dollars per

week, is 430 dollars

:

6. To George M'Kenzie, mate of the sloop Hunter, taken

the 4th November, to 25 August, inclusive, is 42 weeks,

at 2 dollars, 84 dollars ; of which he has received at Albany,

12 dollars; ballance due to George M'Kenzie 72 dollars:

To the following persons, 564 85/90ths dollars, namely,

to Adam Drinkhouse, for his team from Philadelphia to

Fredericksburg, in Virginia, 29 days, at 4 dollars, and

ferriage 7 dollars, is 123 dollars; to Martin Hausman,
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Bernard Keppelar and Nathaniel Hoop, who went on the

same journey with then- teams, each 123 dollars, is 369
dollars; to Matthias Koop, for the hire of his waggon
from Philadelphia to Bergen Point, with powder, 9 days,

at 4 dollars, and ferriage, 17/11 ||2 dollars and 35/90ths,||

is 38 35/90 dollars; to Andrew Read, for the hire of his

waggon from Philadelphia to New York, with medi-
cines, 8 days, at 4 dollars per day, and ferriage, 19/2 ||2

dollars and 50/90ths,|| is 34 50/90 dollars, and that the

same ought to be paid to Robert Erwin, waggon master
general

:

To Joseph Hewes, Esq' for cash advanced to the guard
going with five waggons to North Carolina, with waggon
hire, and casks for powder, 140 25/90 dollars.

To John Dennis, for escorting powder from Egg harbor

to Philadelphia, by order of the Secret Committee, 35

23/90 dollars.

To Colonel Jonas Clapham, for 53 riffle guns bought of

him for the use of Colonel Hugh Stevenson's riffle batal-

lion, in Virginia, 896 52/90 dollars; which is to be charged

to the said batallion

:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of

the Board of War ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That all letters to and from the Board of War

and Ordnance, or the secretary of the same, be free of all

expence in the post office of these United States.

The Board having reported, that they have considered

the petition of Jeremiah Halsey, and perused his written

evidence, are of opinion, that the said Halsey ought to

receive the arrears of his pay, and that the resolution of

Congress, of the ninth of January last, be repealed : as

it appears, that the said Halsey was discharged from the
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service, upon a regular certificate from the surgeon, by

the commanding officer at St. John's, on account of sick-

ness, on the 13th day of November last, in pursuance of

the orders of General Montgomery

;

To which report Congress agreed.

Congress proceeded to the election of field officers for

the second Pensylvania batallion; and, the ballots being

taken, Joseph Wood, Esq. was elected colonel; Thomas
Craig, Esq' lieutenant colonel, and William Butler, Esq'

major.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.^

'"Mr. Hopkins tells me, that he doth not propose to return to Congress mitil

spring, if ever. It is therefore necessary that an additional delegate should be

immediately appointed; for otherwise, the State of Rhode Isla,nd, &c., may be

unrepresented, which might be attended with pernicious consequences to us. I may
fall sick, and may not be able to attend Congress when some matter may be brought

upon the carpet which will immediately relate to our State, not to mention that if

the delegates were here, they might have an opportunity to relax now and then

from that constant attention which, if one delegate only should be continued here,

he would be obliged to give, unless he should leave the State unrepresented in Con-

gress, which I am determined not to do let what will be the consequence; and a

constant attendance on Congress for nine months without any relaxation is too much
even for a robust constitution. Besides it is necessary that motions should be made
and supported, in which case the advantage of having two on the same side is mani-

fest. In causes of no great importance it is common to engage two lawyers, and the

vulgar observation that two heads are better than one, is just. Can, then, the State

of Rhode Island hesitate about immediately appointing an additional delegate. I

am sure it cannot. . . .

" There is nothing against our State's appointing three delegates but the expenses,

and if the amount of the allowance to the two delegates and their expenses for one

year be summed up, and compared with what would be the amount of the expense

to the State of three delegates, at five dollars per day, I believe the difference will be

found to be but trifling, but if it should be something considerable I am sure the

benefits resulting to the State therefrom woidd compensate for any such additional

expense. If a confederacy should hereafter take place, 'a Council of State' would

doubtless be appointed, in which case our State would have only one delegate to

support constantly; the other two, if three should be appointed, would be present

only a small part of the year, when the Congress should sit." William Ellery to

Governor Cooke, 7 September, 1776. Rhode Island in the Continental Congress, 83.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1776

Resolved, That an advance of four months' pay, being

106 2/3ds dollars, be made to Mons. la Marquisie, captain

and engineer in the northern army ; he to be accountable.

A letter, of the 6th, from General Washington, was laid

before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.'

Resolved, That 500,000 dollars be sent to the pay master

general, for the use of the army at New York.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to hear

the parties on the appeal against the verdict and sentence

of condemnation passed against the schooner Thistle and
her cargo.

The members chosen, Mr. [Richard] Stockton, Mr.
[Samuel] Huntington, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, Mr.
[James] Wilson, and Mr. [Thomas] Stone.

Resolved, That in all continental commissions, and other

instruments, where, heretofore, the words "United Col-

onies " have been used, the stile be altered, for the future,

to the "United States."

The Board of War brought in a report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken into consider-

ation to morrow morning.

A memorial from Mons. Pannetier de la Falconniere,

was presented and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.
Congress proceeded to the election of a quarter master

for the German batallion; and, the ballots being taken,

Frederick Seeger was elected.

Resolved, That an order for 136 dollars be drawn on the

treasury, in favour of George Meade & Co. the same being

• This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, fcilio 527. It

is printed in WrUinga of Washington (Ford), IV, 385.
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in full of a draught of Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll,

of Carrollton, in favour of John Vienne, or order, drawn
at Montreal, 28 May, 1776, and that the same be charged

to the account of the said Messrs. Chase and Carroll.

Resolved^ That Mr. J. Mease be empowered to pay the

draughts of Captain John Douglass, for such parts of the

monthly pay of the privates in his company, as he shall

specify, the same, as paid, to be charged to the account

of the said captain.

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due

to William Smith, continental druggist, the sum of

2,490 13/90 dollars:

Ordered^ That the same be paid.

Three petitions, one from Pierre du Calvet, another

from Jaques Pileur, and the third from Andre Pepin,

were presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Mori-ow.^

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER lo, 1776

A letter, of the 8th, from General Washington, with

sundry papers enclosed, was laid before Congi-ess, and

read;^ also,

> September 9 Mrs. Connolly wrote from prison asking for relief. Her letter is in

the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, V, folio 67. The following report was

made upon her application:

"The committee to whom Mrs. Conolly's petition was referred beg leave to

report that they have enquired into her conduct since her confinement, and are of

opinion that she may be enlarged with Safety to these States, and suffered to go to

her family in Cumberland County, in the State of Pensylvania."

This report is in No. 19, I, folio 583.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 531. It is

printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 390.
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A letter from the Commissioners of Indian Affairs,

dated Pittsburg, 31 August, 1776.

Resolved, That the letter from the Commissioners, with

the papers enclosed, be referred to the Standing Com-
mittee for Indian Affairs.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to supply Cap-
tain West, of the Virginia riffle men, with 40 blankets.

Resolved, That Mr. President inform General Washing-
ton, it was by no means the sense of Congress, in their

resolve of the third inst. respecting New York, that the

army, or any part of it, should remain in that city a

moment longer than he shall think it proper for the pub-

lic service that troops be continued there:

That the letter from the General be referred to the

Board of War.
Sundry Petitions were laid before Congress, and read

;

viz.

One from Jean Longeay, and two from Colonel Seth

Warner, with sundry papers enclosed.^

Resolved, That the petitions from Colonel Warner, with

the papers enclosed, be referred to the commissioners

appointed to audit and settle the accounts of the army in

the northern department.

A letter of the 8th, from M. Tilghman, was laid before

Congress, and read."

The Congress took into consideration the report of the

Board of War, and after some time spent thereon.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into consid-

eration the said report.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to supply the

'A petition from Seth Warner, dated September 10, is in the Papers of the Conti-

nenkd Congress, No. 58, folio 221.

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continejital Congress, No. 70, folio 55.
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delegates of Maryland, with 40 blankets for the use of the

troops of that state.

Resolved, That four thousand dollars be sent to Zebulon

Butler, Esq"; for the use of the two companies ordered to

be raised in the town of Westmoreland ; he to be account-

able for the same. That the said money be delivered to

and forwarded by the Connecticut delegates

:

That Major William Judd be authorized to muster the

said companies.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER ii, 1776

Resolved, That an order for 60,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurer, in favour of Mr. J. Mease, commissary, for

the public service ; he to be accountable.

A letter, from Joseph Trumbull, Esq. commissary gen-

eral, of the 7th, with sundry papers enclosed, was laid

before Congress, and read:^

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [Richard Henry] Lee, Mr.

[William] Hooper and Mr. [Roger] Sherman.
Resolved, That the said committee be directed and

empowered to enquire into the conduct of Mr. Livingston,

deputy commissary general in the northern department."

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXII, foHo 115.

^ In Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, III, 1337, are printed two paragraphs

which appear to be the report of this committee:

"The Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct of Mr. Livingston, late

Deputy Commissary General in the Northern Department, report, as their opinion,

that the inquiry ought to be made in the department where the business was trans-

acted and the witnesses reside: Therefore,

"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that the Commissioners appointed

to settle Accounts in the Northern Department be empowered and directed to inquire

into the conduct of Walter Livingston, Esq., late Deputy Commissary General in said

Department, as to his management of the business of said office, and that this Com-
mittee transmit to said Commissioners what information they have received on the

subject, and suggest such matters as in their opinion may require the attention of said

Commissioners in the course of the inquiry."
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Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease, commissary, be directed to

provide cloathiug and other necessaries, for the first Vir-

ginia batallion, on their march to New York.

A memorial from Stephen Pater de la Cossade, and a

memorial from Colonel Seth Warner, and Captains Waite
Hopkins and Gideon Brownson, of Colonel Warner's
batallion, were presented to Congress, and read.^

Resolved, That the memorial from Stephen Pater de la

Cossade be referred to the Marine Committee ; and that

the memorials from Colonel Warner and the Captains be

referred to the Board of War.
Resolved, That a member be added to the Board of War,

in the room of Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison:

The member chosen, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee.

Congi-ess resolved itself into a committee of the whole,

to take into consideration, the report of the Board of War;
and, after some time, the president resumed the chair, and
Mr. [Thomas] Nelson repoi*ted, that the committee have
taken into consideration the matter to them referred, and
have made some amendments therein, but not having had
time to go through, desired leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into consid-

eration the report of the Board of War.
The matters to this day referred, being postponed,

Adjom-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1776

A letter from Josh: Wentworth of the 31 August,

directed to the secretary of Congress, with an appeal from
the verdict and sentence passed on the trial of a brigantine

named the Elizabeth, was laid before Congress, and read.

'The petition of Wait Hopkins and Gideon Brownson is in the Papers of the Conti-

nental Congress, No. 42, VIII, folio 153.

15664r—VOL V—OG 22
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The Committee for Indian affairs, to whom the letter,

of the 31st August, from the commissioners for Indian

affairs in the middle department, was referred, brought

in their report, which was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That two tons of powder and four tons of

lead be immediately despatched to Pittsbuj'g; to be dis-

posed of as the commissioners shall direct

:

That the resolution of Congi-ess, respecting the desti-

nation of the batallion commanded by Colonel M'Coy, be

suspended, and that the commissioners for Indian affairs

in the middle department be empowered, during their stay

at Pittsburg, to direct the operations of that batallion:

That the measures adopted by the commissioners, in

the present critical situation of Indian affairs, is approved

of by Congress, who have the greatest confidence in the

prudence and vigilance of their future conduct.

Resolved, That an order for 7,000 dollars be drawn on
the treasurer, in favour of Colonel M'Coy, for the use of

his batallion; he to be accountable.

Resolved, That application be made to the committee of

safety of Pensylvauia, for 10,000 flints to be delivered to

George Morgan, Esq^

The committee, to whom the letter from J[oseph]

Trumbull, Esq. with the papers enclosed, was referred,

reported.

That having considered the same, and recurring to the

journal of Congress, on Mr. Trumbull's appointment to

the commissariat, find the following resolve on the 8th of

July, 1776: "That the commissary general have full

power to supply both armies, that upon the lakes as well

as that at New York, and also to appoint and employ such

persons under him, and to remove any deputy commissary,
as he shall judge proper and expedient; it being abso-
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lutely necessary, that the supply of both armies should

be under one dn-ection;" Whereupon,
Resolved, That the above resolution is so clear and

explicit, and so well contrived to procure the due and

proper discharge of the commissary's business, that the

same ought to be adhered to, and immediately trans-

mitted to the commanding officer in the northern depart-

ment, and to the commissary general, as the full sense of

Congress on the commissary general's right to direct the

operations of his department, both as contractor and
issuer of provisions; and that Mr. Trumbull be informed,

Congress expect this will remove his difficulties, and
induce his continuance in the office of commissary for

both armies, at New York, and on the lakes.

Congress then proceeded to the election of sundry offi-

cers; when the ballots being taken,

David M'Clure was elected chaplain, and Ephraim
Douglass was elected quarter master of the batallion com -

manded by Colonel M'Coy.
John Trumbull, Esq' was elected deputy adjutant gen-

eral of the army in the northern department, and Morgan
Lewis, Esq' was elected deputy quarter master general of

the said army.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order

the French officers, who have received commissions from
Congress, to repair immediately to the places of their

destination.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to pay the first

batallion of Virginia troops, on their march to New York,

the arrears due to them.

The Committee of Treasury, to whom was referred the

petition of George Nicholson, returned the same, with a

report, that it ought to be referred to the Board of War

:

Whereupon,
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Resolved., That the said petition be referred to the

Board of War.
The Board of War brought in a report, which was

taken into consideration : Whereupon,
Resolved, As it appears from Colonel Warner's repre-

sentation of the state of his regiment, that Major Painter's

appointment much obstructs the raising the said regi-

ment, that, therefore. Major Painter be directed to repair

to the city of Philadelphia, that the matter may be

enquired into, and that it be recommended to Colonel

Warner and the other officers, that they proceed forth-

with to raise their men and complete the regiment, rely-

ing on the justice of Congress for the settlement of the

uneasiness among them

:

That the militia at New York, be paid by the pay mas-

ter general there, before discharged.

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be re -com-

mitted.

The Congress resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, to take into their farther consideration the report

of the Board of War; and after some time spent, the

president resumed the chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson

reported, that the committee have had under considera-

tion the matter to them referred, but not having come to

a conclusion, desire leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into theu'

farther consideration the report of the Board of War.
Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to deliver such

number of blankets, as he has, belonging to the continent,

to Captain Watkins, for the use of his company, which
is iulisted to serve during the war, not exceeding one to

each man.
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1776

Two letters, of the 7tli and llth, from General Wash-
ington; and
One from General Greene of the 8th, and a resolution

of the committee of safety of Pensylvania, of the 13,

were laid before Congi-ess and read/

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of "War.

The committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe,
having retm-ned, made a verbal report.

Resolved, That they be directed to make a report in

writing, as soon as conveniently they can.

The Committee of the Treasury reported, that there is

due.

To Peter Baker for 1,149 rations, supplied Colonel Peter

Grubb's batallion of militia, and 204 meals to different

companies of militia, on theu' march to New Jersey,

123 19/90 dollars:

To John Bates for 266 camp kettles, delivered to Gus-
tavus Risburg, assistant to the deputy quarter master
general ||for the flying campH 354 60/90 dollars:

To Richard Cheney for 291 meals supplied the militia

on their march to New Jersey, 29 9/90 dollars

:

To Charles Ford for ten weeks' board, lodging, and
washing, for William Whiting, a wounded serjeant, from
the 8th June to 17th August, ten weeks, at 10/ ||

= 1 1/3

dollarsli per week, 13 30/90 dollars:

To Major Regonville, Captain Duchene, Lieutenant
Smith, and Lieutenant Demuraux, Canadian prisoners,

for their allowance from 3d November, 1775, to 6th Sep-
tember, 111776, II

inclusive, is 44 weeks, at 2 dollars a week,
is 352 dollars, and that the same be paid to Mons. Regon-
ville:

' The two letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

152, II, foUos 523 and 543. That of Greene is in No. 155, I, folio 1.
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To Robert Towers, for artillery stores for two 3 -pound

travelling cannon, ordered by Joseph Hewes, Esq^ for the

state of North Carolina, 72 64/90 dollars

:

To Graaf, M'Clenachan, Hollingsworth, and Grigson,

for which a warrant is to be drawn in favour of the Hon.
Thomas Lynch, Esq' for their expences to and from

Williamsburg, with the hire of a waggon, with money for

South Carolina, 267 32/90 dollars:

To Joseph Beck going express from Philadelphia to

Virginia, 340 miles, at 1/3 ||=l/6 of a dollar, || 56 dollars:

To Michael Millenberger, for five days' use of his two-

horse waggon, in transporting the sick troops in New
Jersey, of Captain Brown's company, 13 30/90 dollars

:

To Frederick Bicking, for 221 reams of paper for con-

tinental currency, at 52/ ||=6 84/90 dollars|| a ream, is

£574.12 equal 1,532 24/90 dollars:

To William Clayton, for 338 meals of victuals, supplied

the militia on then- march to New Jersey, 32 72/90 dollars

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

Sundry letters being received, were laid before Con-
gress, and read.

Two letters from General Schuyler, of the 8th, with

sundry papers enclosed

;

One from Walter Livingston, of the 7th, and.

One from Brigadier General Armstrong, of the 12th of

August:^

Resolved, That the foregoing letters, with the papers

enclosed in General Schuyler's letter, except what relates

to General Montgomery's accounts, be referred to the

Board of War, and that the papers relative to the said

accounts be referred to the Committee of Treasury.

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the

' The letters from Schuyler are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153,

II, folios 331, 360. That of Linngston is in No. 78, XIV, folio 83. That of Arm-

strong is in No. 162, folio 249.
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whole to take into consideration the report of the Board

of War; and, after some time, the president resumed the

chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported, that the com-
mittee have had under consideration the matter referred

to them, but not having yet come to a conclusion, desired

leave to sit again.

Resolved, That Congress will, to morrow, again resolve

itself into a committee of the whole, to take into their

farther consideration the report of the Board of War.
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1776

A letter of the [12] from B. Harrison,^ secretary to

General Washington, was received and read."

Four French officers, who arrived in the Reprisal, Cap-
tain Weeks [Wickes] , being recommended to Congress,

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.
The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the officers of militia, when on their

march, and while in service, be allowed rations like the

officers in the continental establishment, without any
allowance of mileage

:

That the commander in chief in the northern army be

directed to erect barracks, and other accommodations, in

the most convenient places in that department, and pro-

vide magazines of straw, fuel, and other necessaries for

winter -quarters, for such number of troops as he shall

think proper :

That General Schuyler be informed that his letter of the

16th ult., was duly received, and referred to the committee
appointed to enquire into the causes of the miscarriages

in Canada

:

' Robert Hanson Harrison is intended.
' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 547.
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That Captain Martinclale and Lieutenant Turner be

allowed their pay and rations to this time, and that they

be referred to the Treasury Board for a settlement of

then- accounts

:

That fifteen tons of powder, twenty thousand flints,

ten tons of lead, and one hundred reams of cartridge pa-

per, be immediately sent to General Gates, for the use of

the army in the northern department

:

That Brigadier General Armstrong have leave to return

from South Carolina to Philadelphia

:

That Deputy Commissary Livingston's resignation be

accepted

:

That Captains Wait Hopkins and Gideon Brownson be

referred to the commissioners appointed to audit accounts

in the northern department, for a settlement of then-

accounts :

That all continental troops and militia, going home from
service, restore all continental arms and other property,

and also all ammunition remaining in their possession, at

the time of their being about to return. Their pay to be

withheld unless they produce certificates from the com-
missary of stores, or quarter master general, or then* dep-

uties in the department where such continental troops or

militia shall serve. And, if any continental property, or

ammunition be carried away by the militia, before this

resolve, stoppages to be made from such as have not re-

ceived their pay, and that measures be taken with those

who have been paid by the councils of safety, or legisla-

tiu'es of each state, for the restoration of such continental

property and ammunition.^

A memorial from Jonathan Glover was laid before Con-

gi"ess, and read.

Resolved^ That it be referred to the Marine Committee.

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 25 September, 1776.
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A letter of the 9th, from General Lee to the Board of

War, was laid before Congress and read.

A petition from Captains Joseph Gardner, James
M'Dowell, John M'Dowell, Samuel Evans, Ephraim
Blackburn, and Stephen Cochran, was laid before Con-
gress, and read.

Resolved., That 25,000 dollars be advanced to the state

of Maryland, which is to be accountable for the same.

The committees of Westmoreland and Bedford, having,

in pursuance of the resolution of Congress of the 15 July,

recommended Van Swearingan, Moses Carson, Samuel
Miller, James Piggot, Wendal Oury, David Killgore,

Eliezer Miers, and Andrew Mann, for captains in the regi-

ment commanded by Colonel M'Coy [Mackey] ; and
Robert Mosley T' lieutenant, William Thompson 2'^ lieu-

tenant and Benjamin Neely ensign in Captain Van Swear-
ingan's company.
John Findly 1"' lieut : Alexander Sumrall 2 lieutenant

and Joseph Kerr ensign in Captain Carson's company.
Matthew Jack T' lieutenant, James Guthry 2" lieut : and

John Simms ensign in Captain Miller's company.
Ezekiel Hickman 1" lieut : Philip Rodgers 2*^ lieut and

David Wherry ensign in Captain Piggot's company.
Richard Carson 1" lieut, Samuel Smith 2^ lieut. and

Devalt Mecklin ensign in Capt: Oury's company.
William M'Geary 1"' lieut, William Mouutz 2'' lieut and

Fealty [Valentine] Weaver ensign in Captain Kilgore's

company.
James M'^Dowel 1^* lieut, James Beeler jun"' 2 lieut : and

John Read ensign in Captain Miers' company.
Thomas Cook first lieut, John Crawford 2'' lieut. and

Aquilla White ensign in Captain Man's company.
Resolved, That they be accepted, and that commissions

be gi-anted to them accordingly.
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Whereas the delegates of South Carolina have repre-

sented, that, by an arrangement made by Congress, on the

18th day of June last, the regiment of artillery and two
regiments of rifflemen, raised in that province, will obtain

precedency over a regiment of rangers, though the latter

was raised before either of the former, which may be

attended with consequences extremely prejudicial to the

service: therefore,

Resolved^ That the said regiment of rangers, commanded
by Colonel William Thompson, do still keep the same
station it had in the provincial arrangement, and be

entitled to rank in the same way as other regiments in the

continental service.

The order of the day, Ijeing postponed,

Adjoui'ned to 10 o'Clock on Monday/

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER i6, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read:

One, of the 14th, from General Washington;
One of the 9th, from General Schuyler, enclosing one

of the 6 from General Gates

;

One, of the 2d, from General Gates, with sundry papers

enclosed.

Resolved., That the foregoing letters be referred to the

Board of War.
A letter, of the 2d, from General Schuyler, was also

read:"

' A petition from the second lieutenanta of the first Virginia regiment ia in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 92. It is indorsed as having been

read September 14, 1776, and referred to the Board of War. There are no signatures.

^ The letter of Washington ia in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 551. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 402. That of Schuyler,

of September 2, is in No. 153, II, 325. That of Gates, of the 6th, is in the same num-

ber, folio 329. Schuyler's, of the 9th, is in folio 364. The letter of Gates, of Septem-

ber 2, is in No. 154, I, folio 59.
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Resolved., That this be referred to the Committee on
Indian affairs.

There being sundry vacancies in Colonel Warner's bat-

allion, Congress proceeded to the election of officers to

fill the same

:

John Fasset and M'Une were elected captains in

the room of John Grant and Jacob Vorsboroiigh, who have

declined to accept their commissions, on account of their

ill -state of health;

Joseph Safford, Thomas Ransom, John Chipman, and
Robert Torrence, first lieutenants in the room of [William]

Dean, deceased, Woolbridge and Allen who decline serv-

ing, and J. Fassett promoted; Benjamin Hopkins,

adjutant.

Resolved, That there be an addition of three brigadiers

general in the continental army

;

The ballots being taken, the following gentlemen were
chosen : viz. , Christopher Gadsden, Esq' William Moultrie,

Esq' and Lachlan M'Intosh, Esq'

A letter, of the 31 of August, from Brigadier General

Lewis, and
A letter the 30 August from William Rickman, director

of the hospital in the southern department, were laid

before Congress, and read:^

Resolved, That the letter from W. Rickman, be referred

to the Medical Committee.

Resolved, That 50,000 dollars be advanced to the dele-

gates of Georgia, for the use of the continental troops in

that state, the said delegates to be accountable.

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for appointing

commissioners to audit the public accounts in Vu'ginia.

It being represented by the delegates of North Carolina,

that, from late accounts, ||it appears, that|| the situation

' The letter of Lewis is in the Papers of the Contiiiental Congress, No. 159, folio 250.
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of affairs in that state is such, that it will be dangerous,

if not impracticable, to execute the resolution of Con-
gress of the 3d instant, ordering two of the North Caro-

lina batallions, under the command of Brigadier General

Moore, to march to reinforce the army at New York;
Whereupon,

Resolved^ That it be left to the discretion of the council

of safety of North Carolina, to execute or suspend that

resolution, according as they shall think it most con-

ducive to the public service, and the safety of their par-

ticular state : Providc ' d,, iicvri'tlick ' Hi -i, that they idmll not

have power to atop Brigadier (

J

-cucral Moore from repair

ing to New York.
Agreeable to order, Congress resolved itself into a com-

mittee of the whole, to take into consideration the report

of the Board of War; and, after some time, the president

resumed the chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported,

the committee have had under consideration the report

of the Board of War, and have made sundry amendments,
which they ordered him to lay before Congress

:

Congress then took into consideration the report of the

Board of War, with the amendments offered by the com-
mittee of the whole; and, thereupon, came to the follow-

ing resolutions

:

That eighty eight batallions be inlisted as soon as pos-

sible, to serve dming the present war, and that each state

furnish their respective quotas in the following propor-

tions, viz.

New Hampshire,
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to serve during the present war, unless sooner discharged

hy Congress

:

That Congress make provision for granting lands, in

the following proportions: to the officers and soldiers

who shall so engage in the service, and continue therein

to the close of the war, or until discharged by Congress,

and to the representatives of such officers and soldiers as

shall be slain by the enemy

:

Such lands to be provided by the United States, and
whatever expence shall be necessary to procure such

land, the said expence shall be paid and borne by the

states in the same proportion as the other expences of

the war, viz.

To a colonel, 500 acres; to a lieutenant colonel, 450;

to a major, 400; to a captain, 300; to a lieutenant, 200;

to an ensign, 150; each non-commissioned officer and
soldier, 100:

That the appointment of all officers, and filling up
vacancies, (except general officers) be left to the govern-

ments of the several states, and that every state provide

arms, cloathing, and every necessary for its quota of

troops, according to the foregoing estimate : The expence

of the cloathing to be deducted from the pay of the sol-

diers, as usual

:

That all officers be commissioned by Congress

:

That it be recommended to the several states, that they

take the most speedy and effectual measures for inlisting

their several quotas

:

That the money to be given for bounties be paid by the

pay master in the department where the soldier shall

inlist

:

That each soldier receive pay and subsistence from the

time of their iulistment/

'Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazelle, 25 September, 1776.
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The Committee of Treasury reported that there is due,

To Adam Zautzinger, for the expenee of 5 light horse

escorting money to New York, and one from thence to

Albany, ninety four dollars and 64/90 of a dollar.

To John Bates, for 300 camp kettles delivered to Gus-
tavus Eisberg, A. D. Q. M. G. four hundred dollars:

To Philip Baker, for 289 meals of victuals, supplied

Captains Grier and Nelson's companies of continental

troops, 18 31/90 dollars

:

To David Tryon, William Green, Peter Peterson,

George Landers, and Samuel Brush, for the hire of their

shallops, with continental troops and baggage, from Wil-
mington to Trenton, 104 dollars:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for taking into

consideration the articles of war.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1776

A letter of the 23 August last, from V. De Coetuy
Prejent, was laid before Congi-ess, and read.

Resolved, That the same, with paper inclosed, be re-

ferred to the Marine Committee.

The state of Maryland having recommended Thomas
Beale, Esq. to be captain of the riffle company in Colonel

Stevenson's batallion; Peter Contee Hanson, Esq' first

lieutenant; James Lingan second lieutenant, and Richard

Dorsey a third lieutenant; Elijah Evans third lieutenant

in the said batallion, in the room of Henry Hardman,
who has resigned.

Resolved, That they be accepted, and commissions
granted accordingly.
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The committee appointed to confer with Lord Howe,
agreeable to order, brought in a report in writing, which
was read as follows

:

In Obedience to the order of Congress, we have had a meeting with

Lord Howe. It was on Wednesda}' last, upon Staten island, opposite

to Amboy, where his lordship received and entertained us with the

utmost politeness.

His lordship opened the conversation, bj' acquainting us, that,

though he could not treat with us as a committee of Congress, yet, as

his powers enabled him to confer and consult with anj'' private gentle-

men of influence in the colonies, on the means of restoring peace

between the two countries, he was glad of this opportunity of con-

ferring with us on that subject, if we thought ourselves at liberty to

enter into a conference with him in that character. We observed to

his Lordship, that, as our business was to hear, he might consider us

in what light he pleased, and communicate to us any propositions

he might be authorized to make for the purpose mentioned; but that

we could consider ourselves in no other character than that in which

we were placed, by the order of Congress. His Lordship then entered

into a discourse of considerable length, which contained no explicit

proposition of peace, except one, namely. That the colonies should

return to their allegiance and obedience to the government of Great

Britain. The rest consisted principally of assurances, that there was
an exceeding good disposition in the king and his ministers to make
that government easy to us, with intimations, that, in case of our sub-

mission, they would cause the offensive acts of parliament to be

revised, and the instructions to governors to be reconsidered; that

so, if any just causes of complaint were found in the acts, or any

errors in government were perceived to have crept into the instruc-

tions, they might be amended or withdrawn.

We gave it as our Opinion to his lordship, that a return to the domi-

nation of Great Britain was not now to be expected. We mentioned

the repeated humble petitions of the colonies to the king and parlia-

ment, which had been treated with contempt, and answered only l)y

additional injuries; the unexampled patience we had shown under their

tyrannical government, and that it was not till the last act of parlia-

ment which denounced war against us, and put us out of tho king's

protection, that we declared our independence; that this declaration

had been called for by the people of the colonies in general; that every
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colony had approved of it, when made, and all now considered them-

selves as independent states, and were settling-, or had settled, their

governments accordingly; so that it was not in the power of the

Congress to agree for them, that they should return to their for-

mer dependent state; that there was no doubt of their inclination to

peace, and their willingness to enter into a treat}^ with Great Britain,

that might be advantageous to both countries; that though his lord-

ship had, at present, no power to treat with them as independent

states, he might, if there was the same good disposition in Britain,

much sooner obtain fresh powers from thence, for that purpose, than

powers could be obtained by Congress, from the sevei-al colonies, to

consent to a submission.

His Lordship then saying, that he was sorry to find, that no accom-

modation was like to take place, i3ut an end to the conference.

Upon the whole, it did not appear to your committee, that his Lord-

ship's commission contained any other authority of importance than

what is expressed in the act of parliament, namely, that of granting

pardons, with such exceptions as the commissioners shall think proper

to make, and of declaring America, or any part of it, to be in the king's

peace, upon submission; For, as to the power of enquiring into the state

of America, which his Lordship mentioned to us, and of conferring and

consulting with any persons the commissioners might think proper, and

representing the result of such conversations to the ministry, who, (pro-

vided the colonies would subject themselves,) might, after all, or might

not, at their pleasure, make any alterations in the former instructions

to governors, or propose in Parliament, any amendment of the Acts

complained of, we apprehended anj^ expectation from the effect of

such a power would have been too uncertain and precarious to be

relyed on by America, had she still continued in her state of

Dependence.'

Ordered, That the foregoing report, and also the mes-
sage from Lord Howe, as delivered by General Sullivan,

and the resolution of Congi'ess in consequence thereof, be

published by the committee who brought in the foregoing

report.

1 Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 18 September, 1776. In Wharton, Diplo-

matic Correspondence of tlw Revolution, ii, 141, is given the English account of this

conference.
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Ordered, That the said committee publish Lord Drum-
mond's letters to General Washington, and the General's

answers/

'The following paper, in the writing of Thomas Jefferson, is among the Jefferson

manuscripts, 5th series, vol. 10, folio 4, without date. There is nothing to show that

Washington's letter of August 26th was referred to a committee:

"Resolved, that the articles enclosed by L'* Drummond to L'' Howe whereby it is

proposed ' that each cf these atatcs shall it shall be ascertained by calculation what
supply towards the general exigency of the state each separate colony shall furnish,

to be encreased or lessened in proportion to the growth or decline of such colony,

and to be vested in the king by a perpetual grant, in consideration whereof Great

Britain should relinquish only her claim to taxation onlj' over these colonies' were

the offic !?v. s ur.avtb'?Hzed and gvour.d'ess prop suggestiong which the sd L"" Drum-
mond suggests ' the colonies were disposed not many months ago to have made the

basis of a reconciliation with Gr. Britain ' were the unauthorized, officious and ground-

less suggestions of a person 4©-who seems totally unacquainted with either the reason-

I or the facts which have attended this great controversy; since therG ;

a time since from it's first origin to this day there never was a time at which when
these states would would have given up intimated a disposition to give away in per-

petuum their essential right of judging whether they should give or withold their

money, for what purposes they should make the gift, and what should be it's contin-

uance, tho roBorvation of which right has been of such distinguished advantage to

rights which the pooplo of Gr Britain and Ireland have boen to ovor too wise tc

relinquish.

"Resolved that tho' this Congress during the dependance of these states on .St-the

British king crown with unwearied supplications sought sued for peace and just

redress, and tho' they still retain a sincere disposition to peace; yet as his Britannic

majesty by an obstinate perseverance in injury andJsy-a callous inattention indiffer-

ence to the sufferings and the complaints of these states, has driven them to the

necessity of declaring themselves independent, this Congress bound Aip. by the voice

of their constituents [which coincides with their own sentiments]'' have no power to

enter into conference or to receive any propositions on the subject of peace which
do not as a preliminary thoroto acknowledge these states to be sovereign and inde-

pendant: and that whenever this shall have been authoritatively admitted on the

part of Great Britain they shall at all times bo ready to confer and treat and with

that earnestness which the love of peace and justice inspires be ready to enter into

conference or -to- treaty for the purpose of stopping the effusion of so much kindred

blood.

" Resolved that the reproof given by Gen' Washington to L'' Drummond for breach

of his parole, and his refusal to give him a pass thro' these states after on so idle an
errand and after a conduct so dishonorable, be approved «f- by this house, and that

it be submitted to the General to take such measures as his prudence will suggest to

prevent any evil which may happen to these states byitoLord Drummond's further

continuing et a communication with their enemies."
' These words are in the writing of John Adams.

15664—VOL V—06 23
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Sundry resolutions being moved and seconded, in addi-

tion to those passed yesterday || relative to the new army||

after debate,

Resolved^ That they be referred to the Board of War.
A letter of the 10th, from Brigadier General Lewis was

laid before Congress, and read.

A letter, of the 13th, from James Forrest was also read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.^

Congress took into consideration the plan of treaties to

be proposed to foreign nations, [with] the amendments
proposed by the committee of the whole.

Resolved, That the following plan of a treaty be pro-

posed to His Most Christian Majesty.^

PLAN OF TREATIES.''

There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal Peace, and a true and

sincere Friendship between A. and B. and the Subjects of A. and of

B. and between the Countries, Islands, Cities, and Towns situate under

the Jurisdiction of A. and of B. and the People and Inhabitants thereof

of every degree; with out Exception of Persons or Places; and the

Terms herein after mentioned shall be perpetual between A. and B.

Art. I. The Subjects of the most Christian King shall pay no other

Duties or Imposts in the Ports, Havens, Roads, Countries, Islands,

Cities, or Towns of the said united States, or any of them, than the

Natives thereof, or any Commercial Companies established by them

or any of them, shall pay, but shall enjoy all other the Rights, Liber-

ties, Priviledges, Immunities, and Exemptions in Trade, Navigation

and Commerce in passing from one Part thereof to another, and in

going to and from the same, from and to any Part of the World,

which the said Natives, or Companies enjoy.

Art. II. The Subjects, People and Inhabitants of the said united

States, and every of them, shall pay no other Duties, or Imposts in

the Ports, Havens, Roads, Countries, Islands, Cities, or Towns of the

most Christian King, than the Natives of such Countries, Islands,

1 The letter of Lewis is in tlie Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 254.

' This last paragraph is taken from the printed Secret Jouniah, Foreign Affairs.

'See under July 18, 1776, p. 576 ante, for the first form of this plan.
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Cities, or Towns of France, or any commercial Companies eotablished

by the most Chi'istian King shall pay, but shall enjo}^ all other the

Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Immunities and Exemptions in Trade,

Navigation and Commerce, in passing from one port [Part] thereof to

another, and in going to and from the same, from and to any Fart of

the World, which the said Natives, or Companies enjoy.

Art. III. His most Christian Majesty shall retain the same Rights

of Fishery on the Banks of Newfoundland, and all other Rights relating

to any of the said Islands, which he is entitled to by virtue of the

Treaty of Paris.

Art. IV. The most Christian King shall endeavour, hy all the Means
in his Power to protect and defend all Vessells, and the Effects belong-

ing to the Subjects, People, or Inhabitants of the said united States,

or any of them, being in his Ports, Havens, or Roads, or on the Seas,

near to his Countries, Islands, Cities, or Towns, and to recover and to

restore, to the right owners, their Agents or Attornies, all such Ves-

sells, and Effects, which shall be taken, within his Jurisdiction; and

his Ships of War, or any Convoys sailing under his Authority, shall

upon all occasions, take under their Protection all Vessells belonging

to the Subjects, People or Inhabitants of the said United States, or any

of them, and holding the same Course, or going the same Way, and

shall defend such Vessells as long as they hold the same Course, or go
the same Way, against all Attacks, Force, and Violence, in the same

manner, as they ought to protect and defend Vessells belonging to the

Subjects of the most Christian King.

Art. V. In like manner the said United States, and their Ships of

War and Convoys sailing under their Authoritj^ shall protect and

defend all Vessells and Effects belonging to the Subjects of the most

Christian King, and endeavour to recover and restore them, if taken

within the Jurisdiction of the said United States, or any of them.

Art. VI. The most Christian King and the said United States

shall not receive, nor suffer to be received into any of their Ports,

Havens, Roads, Countries, Islands, Cities or Towns, any Pirates, or

Sea Robbers, or afford, or suffer any Entertainment, Assistance, or

Provision to be afforded to them, but shall endeavour by all Means,

that all Pirates, and Sea Robbers, and their Partners, Sharers, and

Abettors be found out, apprehended, and suffer condign Punishment;

and all the Vessells and Effects piratically taken, and brought into the

Ports or Havens of the most Christian King, or the said United States,
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which can be found, altho they be Sold, shall be restored, or Satisfac-

tion given therefor to the right owners, their Agents or Attornies

demanding the same, and making the right of Property to appear by

due Proof.

Art. VII. The most Christian King shall protect, defend and

secure, as far as in his Power, the Subjects, People and Inhabitants

of the said United States and every of them, and their Vessells and

Effects of every Kind, against all Attacks, Assaults, Violences,

Injuries, Depredations or Plunderings by or from the King or

Emperor of Morocco, or Fez, and the States of Algiers, Tunis and

Tripoli, and any of them, and every other Prince, State and Power,

on the Coast of Barbary in Africa and the Subjects of the said King,

Emperor, States, and Powers, and of every of them, in the same

manner, and as effectually and fully, and as much to the Benefit

Advantage Ease and Safety of the said united States and every of

them, and of the Subjects, People, and Inhabitants thereof, to all

Intents and Purposes, as the King and Kingdom of Great Britain,

before the Commencement of the present War, protected, defended,

and secured the People and Inhabitants of the said United States, then

called the British Colonies, in America, their Vessells and Effects,

against all such attacks, Assaults, Violences, Injuries, Depredations

and Plunderings.

Art. VIII. If, in Consequence of this Treaty, the King of Great

Britain, should declare War, against the most Christian King, the said

United States shall not assist Great Britain, in such War, with Men,
Money, Ships, or any of the Articles in this treaty denominated Con-

traband Goods.

Art. IX. The most Christian King, shall never invade, nor under

any pretence attempt to possess himself of Labradore, New Britain,

Nova Scotia, Acadia, Canada, Florida, nor any of the Countries, Cities,

or Towns, on the Continent of North America, nor of the Islands of

Newfoundland, Cape Breton, St. John's, Auticosti, nor of any other

Island lying near to the said Continent, in the Seas, or in any Gulph,

Bay, or River, it being the true Intent and meaning of this Treaty,

that the said United States, shall have the sole, exclusive, undivided

and perpetual Possession of the Countries, Cities, and Towns, on the

said Continent, and of all Islands neal- to it, which now are, or lately

were under the Jurisdiction of or Subject to the King or Crown of

Great Britain, whenever they shall be united or confederated with the

said United States.
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Art. X. The subjects, inhabitants, merchants, commanders of ships,

masters and mariners, of the states, provinces and dominions of each

party, respectivelj', shall abstain and forbear to fish in all places, pos-

sessed, or which shall be possessed by the other party. The most

christian king's subjects shall not tish in the havens, bays, creeks,

roads, coasts or places which the said United States hold, or shall

hereafter hold; and in like manner, the subjects, people and inhabit-

ants of the said United States shall not tish in the havens, bays, creeks,

roads, coasts or places which the most christian king possesses, or

shall hereafter possess. And if any ship or vessel shall be found fish-

ing, contrary to the tenor of this treaty, the said ship or vessel, with

its lading, proof being made thereof, shall be confiscated.

Art. XI. If in any War, the most Christian King, shall conquer,

or get Possession of the Islands in the West Indies, now under the

Jurisdiction of the King or Crown of Great Britain, or any of them,

or any Dominions of the said King or Crown in any other Parts of

the World, the Subjects, People and Inhabitants of the said United

States, and every of them, shall enjoy the same Rights, Liberties,

Priviledges, Immunities and Exemptions in Trade, Commerce and

Navigation, to and from the said Islands, and Dominions, that are

mentioned in the Second Article of this Treaty.

Art. XII. It is the true Intent and Meaning of this Treaty, that no

higher or other Duties shall be imposed on the Exportation of any

Thing of the Growth, Production, or Manufacture of the Islands in

the West Indies now belonging or which may hereafter belong to the

most Christian King, to the said United States, or any of them, than

the lowest that are or shall be imposed on the Exportation thereof to

France or to any other Part of the World.

Art. XIII. It is agreed, by and between the said Parties that no

Duties whatever shall ever here after be imposed on the Exportation

of Molasses, from any of the Islands and Dominions of the most

Christian King in the West Indies to any of these United States.

Art. XIV. The Subjects, People, and Inhabitants of the United

States, or any of them, being Merchants and residing in France, and

their Property, and Effects of every Kind, shall be exempt from the

Droit d' Aubainc.

Art. XV. The Merchant Ship of either of the Parties, which shall

be making into a Port belonging to the Enemy of the other Ally, and

concerning whose Voyage, and the Species of Goods on board her,

there shall be just Grounds of Suspicion, shall be obliged to exhibit,
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as well upon the high Seas as in the Ports and Havens, not only her

Passports, but like wise Certificates, expressly shewing that her

Goods are not of the Number of those which have been prohibited, as

Contraband.

Art. XVI. If by the exhibiting of the above Certificates, the other

Party discover there are any of those Sorts of Goods, which are pro-

hibited and declared Conti'aband, and consigned for a Port under the

oliedience of his Enemies, it shall not be lawfull to break up the

Hatches of such Ship, or to open any Chest, Coffers, Packs, Casks, or

any other Vessells found therein or to remove the smallest Parcells of

her Goods, whether such Ship belong to the Subjects of France, or

the Inhabitants of the said United States, unless the lading be brought

on Shore in the Presence of the officers of the Court of Admiralty,

and an Inventory thereof made; but there shall be no allowance to

sell, exchange, or alienate the same in any manner, untill after that

due and lawfull Process shall have been had against such prohibited

Goods, and the Courts of Admiralty shall, by a Sentence pronounced,

have confiscated the same, saving always as well the Ship itself, as

any other Goods found therein, which by this Treaty, are to be

esteemed free; neither may they be detained on Pretence of their

being as it were infected by the prohibited Goods, much less shall

they be confiscated as lawfull Prize: But if not the whole Cargo, but

only Part thereof shall consist of prohibited or contraband Goods,

and the Commander of the Ship shall be ready and willing to deliver

them to the Captor who has discovered them, in such Case the Captor

having received those Goods, shall forthwith discharge the Ship, and

not hinder her by any Means freel}' to prosecute the Voyage on which

she was bound.

Art. XVII. On the Contrary, it is agreed, that whatever shall be

found to be laden by the Subjects and Inhabitants of either Party, on

any Shij) belonging to the Enemy of the other, or to his Subjects,

although it be not of the Sort of prohibited Goods, maj' be confiscated

in the same Manner as if it belonged to the Enemy himself, except such

Goods and Merchandise as were put on board such Ship before the

Declaration of War, or even after such Declaration, if so be it were

done without the Knowledge of such Declaration. So that the Goods

of the Subjects or People of either Party, whether they be of the

Nature of such as are prohibited, or otherwise which, as is aforesaid,

were put on board any Ship belonging to an Enemy before the War,

or after the Declaration of it, without the Knowledge of it, shall no
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wise be liable to Confiscation, but shall well and truly be restored

without delay to the Proprietors demanding the same; but so as that

if the said Merchandises be contraband, it shall not be any Wa3's law-

full to carry them afterwards to any Ports belonging to the Enemy.
Art. XVIIl. And that more effectual Care may be taken, for the

Security of the Subjects, and Inhabitants of both Parties, that they

suffer no Injury by the Men of War or Privateers of the other Party,

all the Commanders of the Ships of the most Christian King, and of

the said United States and all their Subjects and Inhabitants, shall be

forbid, doing any Injury, or Damage to the other Side; and if they

act to the contrary, they shall be punished, and shall moreover be

bound to make Satisfaction for all matter of Damage, and the Interest

thereof, by Reparation, under the Penalty and Obligation of their

Person and Goods.

Art. XIX. All Ships, and Merchandises, of what Nature soever,

which shall be rescued out of the Hands of anj' Pirates, or Robbers on

the high Seas, shall be brought into some Port of either State, and

shall be delivered to the Custody of the officers of that Port, in order

to be restored entire to the true Proprietor, as soon as due and suffi-

cient Proof shall be made, concerning the Property, thereof.

Art. XX. It shall be lawfuU for the Ships of War of either Party,

and Privateers, freely to carry whithersoever they please, the Ships

and Goods, taken from their Enemies, without being obliged to pay

any Duty to the Officers of the Admiralty or any other Judges; nor

shall such Prizes be arrested, or seized, when they come to, and enter

the Ports of either Party; nor shall the Searchers, or other Officers of

those Places search the same, or make Examination concerning the

LawfuUness of such Prizes, but they may hoist Sail, at any Time and

depart and carry their Prizes to the Place expressed in their Commis-
sions, which the Commanders of such Ships of War shall be obliged to

shew. On the Contrary, no Shelter, or Refuge shall be given in their

Ports to such as shall have made Prize of the Subjects, People, or

Property, of either of the Parties; but if such should come in, being

forced by Stress of Weather, or the Danger of the Sea, all proper

Means shall be vigorously used, that they go out, and retire from

thence as soon as possible.

Art. XXI. If any Ships belonging to either of the Parties, their

Subjects or People, shall, within the Coasts, or Dominions of the

other, stick upon the sands or be wrecked, or suffer an}^ other Damage,
all friendly assistance and Relief shall be given to the Persons Ship-
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wrecked, or such as shall be in danger thereof; and Letters of Safe

Conduct shall likewise be given to them for their free and quiet

Passage from thence, and the Return of every one to his own Country.

Art. XXII. In Case the Subjects and People of either Party, with

their Shipping, whether public, and of War, or private and of Mer-

chants, be forced through Stress of Weather, Pursuit of Pirates or

Enemies, or any other urgent Necessity, for Seeking of Shelter and

Harbour, to retreat, and enter into any of the Rivers, Creeks, Bays,

Havens, Roads, Ports, or Shores, belonging to the other Party, they

shall be received and treated with all Humanity, and Kindness, and

enjoy all friendly Protection and Help; and they shall be permitted

to refresh and provide themselves, at reasonable Rates, with Victuals

and all Things needfull for the Sustenance of their Persons, or Repara-

tion of their Ships, and Conveniency of their Voyage; and thej^ shall

no Ways be detained or hindered from returning out of the said Ports

or Roads, but may remove and depart when and whither they please,

without any Lett or Hindrance;

Art. XXIII. For the better promoting of Commerce on both Sides,

it is agreed, that if a War shall break out between the Said two

Nations, Six Months, after the Proclamation of War, shall be allowed

to the Merchants, in the Cities and Towns where they live, for settling

and transporting their Goods and Merchandizes; and if any Thing be

taken from them, or any Injury be done them within that Time by

either Party, or the People or Subjects of either, full Satisfaction

shall be made for the Same.

Art. XXIV. No Subjects of the most Christian King, shall apply

for, or take any Commission or Letters of Marque for arming any

Ship or Ships to act as Privateers, against the said United States or

any of them, or against the Subjects, People, or Inhabitants of the

said United States or any of them, or against the Property of any of

the Inhabitants of any of them, from any Prince, or State with which

the said United States shall be at War. Nor shall any Citizen, Sub-

ject, or Inhabitant, of the said United States or any of them, apply

for, or take any Commission or Letters of Marque for arming any

Ship or Ships to act as Privateers, against the Subjects of the most

Christian King or any of them, or the Property of any of them, from

any Prince or State, with which the said King shall be at War: And
if any Person of either Nation shall take such Commissions or Letters

of Marque, he shall be punished as a Pirate.
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Akt. XXV. It shall not bo lawfull for any foreign Privateers not

belonging [to the] Subjects of the most Christian King, nor Citizens

of the said United States, who have Couimissions from any other

Prince or State, in Enmity with either Nation, to tit their Ships in the

Ports of either the one or the other of the aforesaid Parties, to Sell

what they have taken, or in any other manner whatsoever to exchange

either Ships, Merchandizes, or any other Lading: neither shall they

be allowed even to purchase Victuals, except such as shall be neces-

sary for their going to the next Port of that Prince or State from
which they have Commissions.

Art. XXVI. It shall be lawfull for all and Singular the Subjects of

the most Christian King, and the Citizens, People, and Inhabitants of

the said States, to Sail with their Ships, with all manner of Liberty

and Security; no distinction being made, who are the Proprietors of

the Merchandizes laden thereon from any Port, to the Places of those

who now are, or hereafter shall be at Enmity with the most Christian

King, or the United States. It shall likewise be lawfull for the Sub-
jects and Inhabitants aforesaid, to sail with the Ships and Merchandizes

aforementioned; and to trade with the same Liberty, and Security,

from the Places, Ports, and Havens of those who are Enemies of both

or either Party, without any opposition or Disturbance whatsoever,

not only directly from the Places of the Enemy aforementioned to

neutral Places; but also from one Place belonging to an Enemy,
to another Place belonging to an Enemj^ whether they be under the

Jurisdiction of the same Prince or under Several: And it is hereby

Stipulated that free Ships shall also give a Freedom to Goods, and

that every Thing shall be deemed to be free and exempt, which shall

be found on board the Ships, belonging to the Subjects of either of

the Confederates; although the whole Lading or any Part thereof,

should appertain to the Enemies of Either, Contraband Goods being

always excepted. It is also agreed in like manner, that the same Lib-

erty, be extended to Persons, who are on board a free Ship with this

Effect, that although they be Enemies to both or either Party, the\'

are not to be taken out of that free Ship, unless they are Soldiers,

and in actual Service of the Enemies.

Art. XXVII. This Liberty of Navigation and Commerce shall

extend to all Kinds of Merchandizes, excepting those onl\' which are

distinguished by the Name of Contraband: and under this Name of

Contraband, or prohibited Goods, shall be comprehended Arms, Great
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Guns, Bombs with their Fuzees, and other Things belonging to them;

Fire Balls, Gunpowder, Match, Cannon Ball, Pikes, Swords, Lances,

Spears, Halberds, Mortars, Petards, Granadoes, Saltpetre, Musketts,

Muskett Balls, Helmets, Head Pieces, Breast Plates, Coats of Mail,

and the like Kind of Arms proper for arming Soldiers, Muskett rests.

Belts, Horses with their Furniture, and all other war like Instruments

whatsoever. These Merchandizes which follow, shall not be reckoned

among Contraband or prohibited Goods; that is to Say, all Sorts of

Cloths, and all other Manufactures woven of any Wool, Flax, Silk, Cot-

ton, or any other Material whatever; all Kinds of Wearing apparell,

together with the Species whereof they are used to be made; Gold
and Silver, as well coined as uncoined, Tin, Iron, Lead, Copper, Brass,

Coals; as also Wheat and Barley, and any other Kind of Corn and

Pulse; Tobacco, and likewise all manner of Spices; Salted and Smoked
Flesh, Salted Fish, Cheese and Butter, Beer, Oils, Wines, Sugars,

and all Sorts of Salt; and in general, all Provisions which Serve for

the Nourishment of Mankind, and the Sustenance of Life: Further-

more, all Kinds of Cotton, Hemp, Flax, Tar, Pitch, Kopes, Cables,

Sails, Sail Cloth, Anchors, and any Parts of Anchors; also Ships'

Masts, Planks, Boards, and Beams, of what Tree Soever; and all

other Things proper either for building or repairing Ships, and all

other Goods whatsoever which have not been worked into the Form
of any Instrument or Thing prepared for War, by Land or by Sea,

shall not be reputed Contraband, much less such as have been already

wrought and made up for any other use; all which shall whollj' be

reckoned among free Goods; as likewise all other Merchandizes and
Things which are not comprehended, and particularly mentioned in

the foregoing Enumeration of Contraband Goods; So that they may
be transported and carried in the freest Manner by the Subjects of both

Confederates, even to Places belonging to an Enemy, such Towns and

Places being only excepted as are at that time besieged, blocked up,

or invested.

Art. XXVIII. To the End that all manner of Dissentions and

Quarrells may be avoided and prevented on one Side and the other, it

is agreed, that in Case either of the Parties hereto, should be engaged

in a War, the Ships and Vessells belonging to the Subjects or People

of the other Ally, must be furnished with Sea Letters or Passports,

expressing the Name, Property and Bulk of the Ship, as also the Name
and Place of Habitation of the Master or Commander of the said Ship,
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that it may appear thereby, that the Ship really and truly belongs to

the Subjects of one of the Parties; which Passports shall be made out

and granted according to the Form annexed to this Treat3^ They
shall likewise be recalled every Year; that is, if the Ship happens to

return home within the Space of a Year. It is likewise agreed, that

such Ships being laden, arc to be provided, not only with Passports as

abovementioncd, but also with Certificates, containing the Several

Particulars of the Cargo, the Place whence the Ship sailed, and whither

She is bound; that so it may be known whether any forbidden or con-

traband Goods, be on board the same; which Certificates shall be made
out by the OfEcers of the Place whence the Ship Set Sail, in the accus-

tomed Form. And if any one shall think it fit or advisable to express

in the said Certificates the Persons to whom the Goods on board

belong, he may freely do so.

Art. XXIX. The Ships of the Subjects and Inhabitants of either of

the Parties, coming upon any Coast belonging to either of the said

Allies, but not willing to enter into Port, or being entered into Port,

and not willing to unload their Cargoes, or break Bulk, shall not be

obliged to give an Account of their Lading, unless they should be Sus-

pected, upon some manifest Tokens, of carrying to the Enemy of the

other Ally, any prohibited Goods called Contraband; And in Case of

such manifest Suspicion, the Parties shall be obliged to exhibit in the

Ports, their Passports and Certificates, in the manner before Specified.

Art. XXX. If the Ships of the said Subjects, People or Inhabit-

ants of either of the Parties, shall be met with, either Sailing along

the Coast, or on the high Seas, by any Ship of War of the other, or

by any Privateers, the said Ship of War or Privateers, for the avoid-

ing of any disorder, shall remain out of Cannon Shot, and may send

their Boats, on board the Merchant Ship, which they shall so meet

with, and may enter her to the Number of two or three Men only, to

whom the Master or Commander of such Ship or Vessell shall exhibit

his Passport, concerning the Property of the Ship, made out according

to the Form inserted in this present Treaty; and the Ship when she

shall have shewed such Passport, shall be free and at Liberty to pur-

sue her Voyage, so as it shall not be lawfull to molest or search her in

any Manner, or to give her Chace, or force her to quit her intended

Course. It is also agreed that all Goods when once put on board the

Ships or Vessels of either Parties shall be subject to no farther Visi-

tation, but all Visitation or Search shall be made before Hand; and all
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prohibited Goods shall be stopt on the Spot, before the same be put

on board the Ships or Vessels of the respective State: Nor shall either

the Persons or Goods of the Subjects of His most christian Majesty

or the United States be put under any Arrest or molested by any other

Kind of Embargo for that Cause; and only the Subject of that State

by whom the said Goods have or shall be prohibited, and shall pre-

sume to sell or alienate such sort of Goods, shall be duly punished for

the Offence.

The Forin of the Sea Letters and Passports, to he given, to Ships and

Vessels, according to the twetity-eighth Article

To all who shall See these Presents Greeting: It is hereby made

known, that Leave and Permission has been given to Master

and Commander of the Slaip called of the Town of

Burthen Tons or thereabouts, lying at present in the Port and

Haven of and bound for and laden with

after that his Ship has been visited, and before Sailing, he shall make

Oath before the officers who have the Jurisdiction of maritime Affairs,

that the said Ship belongs to one or more of the Subjects of

the Act whereof shall be put at the End of these Presents; as likewise

that he will keep and cause to be kept by his Crew, on board, the

Marine ordinances and Regulations, and enter in the proper Office a

List signed and witnessed of the Crew of his Ship, and of all who shall

embark, on board her, whom he shall not take on board without the

Knowledge and Permission of the officers of the Marine; and in every

Port and Haven where he shall enter with his Ship, he shall shew

this present Leave to the officers and Judges of the Marine, and shall

give a faithfull account to them of what passed and was done during

his Voyage, and he shall carry the Colours, Arms, and Ensigns of

during his Voyage.

In Witness whereof. We have Signed these Presents, and put the

Seal of our Arms thereunto, and caused the Same to be countersigned

by at the Day of A. D.

The Form of the Act containing the Oath

We of the Admiralty of do certify that

Master of the Ship named in the above Passport, hath

taken the oath mentioned therein.

Done at the Day of A. D.
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The Fonn of the Certificate to he required of and to he gwen hy the

Magistrates or officers of the Customs of the Town and Port in their

respective Towns and Ports, to the Ships and Vessells, which Sail

from thence, according to the Directions of the 28th Article of this

present Treaty

We, Magistrates (or officers of the Customs) of the Town
and Port of do certify and attest, that on the Day of the

Month of in the Year of our Lord personally appeared before

Us, of and declared by a Solemn Oath, that the Ship or

Vessell called of about Tons whereof of

his usual Place of Habitation, is Master or Commander,
does rightfully and properly belong to him and others Subjects of

and to them alone: That She is now bound from the Port

of to the Port of laden with the Goods and Mer-
chandizes hereunder particularly described and enumerated, that is

to Say,

In Witness whereof we have Signed this Certificate, and Sealed it

with the Seal of our office. Given the day of the Month of

in the Year of our Lord

During the debate a letter, of the 16, from General Wash -

ington, being received was read.'

After reading the letter, Congress resumed the eonsid -

eration of the matter in debate : But not having time to

finish. The same were agi'eed to.

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the instruc-

tions to be given to the agents to foreign states, be re-

ferred till to Morrow.
Resolved, That one thousand and sixty six and two

thirds of a dollar be advanced to Robert Erwin, waggon
master general.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed, after

arming the German batallion, to arm the Maryland com-
pany on its march to New York with the remainder, or

•This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, II, folio 555. It is

printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 406.
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with as many arms as shall then be in their possession,

belonging to the Continent.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER i8, 1776

A letter of the 16, from Richard Dallam, was laid before

Congress, and read.^

The Board of War brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration ; Whereupon,

Resolved., That if rations be received by the officers

or privates in the continental army, in money, they be

paid at the rate of eight ninetieths parts of a dollar per

ration :

That Monsieur Jacque Paul Govert have the rank and
pay of a captain lieutenant of artillery in the continental

army, and that his commission be given to him accord-

ingly :

Thataltho' this Congress cannot approve of the Behavior of Brigadier

General Arnold towards the Court Martial of which Col. Poor was

the President held at Tlconderoga for the Trial of Col

postpon'd Hazon in July lust, and altho the Resolution of the

Court Martial in Support of their Dignit}- desei-ves

Applause, yet the Conduct of General Gates in putting an End to so

dangerous an Altercation (which appears to have been too warm on

both Sides) at a critical Time by dissolving the Court Martial, was

prudent and highly deserves the Approbation of this Congress.

That the Vigilance Prudence and Activity of General Gates since

he had the Command of the Northern Army, in general, and especially

in composing Ditferences, removing Jealousies and
postpon'd Animosities and exterminating the Small Pox from

that Army deserves the Thanks of Congress and that

the Thanks of Congress be accordingly transmitted him by the Presi-

dent.

'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 63.
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That the Medical Committee send an assortment of

proper medicines to the northern army:^
That Monsieur de Vermonet have the rank and pay of a

major by brevet, he being a gentleman of considerable

military abilities

:

That the bounty and grants of land offered by Congress,

by a resolution of the 16 instant, as an encouragement to

the officers and soldiers to engage to serve in the army of

the United States during the war, shall extend to all who
are or shall be inlisted for that term ; the boimty of ten

dollars, which any of the soldiers have received from the

continent on account of a former inlistment, to be
reckoned in part payment of the twenty dollars offered

by the said resolution :

1
1That no officer in the continental army be allowed to

hold more than one commission, or to receive pay but in

one capacity at the same time.-H"

Eesolved, That the remainder of the report be post-

poned.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to bring
in the form of an Oath, to be taken by the cioklici'3 on
their being inlistment, and also prepare a resolution for

enforcing and perfecting discipline in the army.
He-solved, That the treasurer be directed to pay John

Bonfield, four hundred and sixty nine pounds, seven
shillings, lawful money, in specie, the same being in full

of Brigadier General Arnold's note of the 11th of May
last : and that the same be charged to the account of the
said Brigadier General B. Ai-nold.

Resolved, That an order for one thousand dollars be
drawn on the treasurer in favour of the Cannon Com-
mittee ; they to be accountable

:

This report, dated "at a Board of War, Sept^ 14th, 1776" and in the writing of

Richard Peters, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I, folio 5. It is

indorsed: " j)artly ajjreed to. Two paragraphs postpon'd, Septr. 18, 1776."

" Printed in the Pmnsylvania Gazette, 25 September, 1776.
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That the Secret Committee be directed to furnish the

Cannon Committee with two barrels of powder for the

purpose of proving cannon.

Resolved^ That Captain M'Kenzie, a prisoner in the

gaol of Philadelphia, be liberated on his parole, the state

of his health requiring air and exercise ; and that he be

ordered to Reading, in Pensylvania, there to reside under
the same restrictions as other officers on theu- parole.

The Committee of Treasury brought in a report on the

ways and means of raising five millions of dollars, which
was read

:

Ordered., To lie on the table.

Congress then took into consideration the instructions

to the Agents, and after debate.

Resolved^ That the further consideration thereof be

postponed.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1776

The Board of Treasury reported, that they have exam-
ined the vouchers brought into their office by Joseph

Hewes, Esq!' one of the Naval Committee, by which it

appears, that the Naval Committee have expended the

sum of one hundred and thu'ty four thousand three hun -

dred and thirty three dollars and 27/90 of a dollar in

fitting out eight armed vessels.

Resolved, That the same be allowed and passed to the

credit of the said committee.

The Naval Committee having laid before Congress an
account of sundry outstanding debts, and of sundry goods

by them purchased, and put into the hands of different

persons who have not yet accounted for the same,
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Resolved, That the said account be delivered to the Ma-
rine Committee, and that they be directed to take effectual

measures to have the said outstanding debts collected and
accounts settled/

Resolved, That two months pay as major, being 66 2/3

dollars be advanced to Major le Chevalier de Vermonet;
he to be accountable

:

Resolved, That Major de Vermonet be referred to the

Board of Treasury, for a settlement of his account for

rations

:

Resolved, That 100 dollars be advanced to Captain

William Davies, of Virginia, for the use of his company
on their march to New York, he to be accountable.

A petition from Captain Woelper, was laid before Con-
gress, and read :

Resolved, That it be referred to the delegates of Pensyl-

vania and Maryland, who are directed to settle the rank

of the captains and subalterns in the German batallion,

and report to Congress.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That Mons. Marquis de Malmedy be ap-

pointed to the rank and pay of a major by brevet in the

continental army, and that he receive his commission
accordingly

:

That Mons. Jean Louis Imbert, a gentleman well rec-

ommended as an engineer, be sent to General Washington
to be employed in that capacity, in order to shew his

abilities, and that one month's pay as a captain be ad-

vanced for his expences

:

'The Thomson memorandum (see p. 90, ante) says that the Naval Committee
"rendered their accounts, having fitted out 8 armed vessels, the business was referred

to the Marine Com™ and the Naval Com"" discharged." In the Papers of Hit' Conti-

nental Congress, No. 31, folio 99, are to be found the details of these accounts, pre-

pared in 178-4.

15664—VOL V—06 ^24
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That Mons. Christian de Colerus be appointed to the

rank and pay of a major by brevet, and that his commis-

sion be forthwith given him

:

That Mons. Jean Louis de Vernejous be appointed to

the rank and pay of a captain by brevet, and commis-

sioned accordingly

:

That the commander in chief of the forces of these

states in the several departments, be directed to give

positive orders to the brigadier generals and colonels, and

all other officers in their several armies, that the troops,

under their command, may, every day, be called together,

and trained in arms, in order that officers and men may
be perfected in the manual exercise and manoeuvres, and

inured to the most exemplary discipline, and that all offi-

cers be assured, that the Congress will consider activity

and success, in introducing discipline into the army,

among the best recommendations for promotion/

The commissioners for settling the public accounts in

the Northern Army, having represented to the Board

of Treasury, that sundry officers in the army, holding

two commissions, had, previous to the time of General

Schuyler's receiving the order of Congress, not to allow

pay to any person for more than one commission, re-

ceived warrants from the genei-al for payment in their

double capacity, and desiring to know whether such ac-

counts are to be allowed

:

Resolved^ That such warrants drawn by General Schuy-

ler, previous to the time of his receiving the order of

Congress, be allowed by the commissioners

:

That, to prevent, for the future, warrants being drawn

by any general in the continental army, in favor of any

officer, for more than one commission, the order of Con-

• This paragraph was suggested by John Adams. See his Autobiography, Worki,

III, 83.
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gress be published, that no officer in the continental

army is allowed to hold more than one commission, or to

receive pay but in one capacity/

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To Henry Brothers, 54 dollars; George Troxsell, 64

72/90 dollars, and Jacob Miller, 60 dollars; the whole

amounting to one hundred and seventy eight dollars and

72/90 of a dollar ; to be paid to Lieutenant Colonel George

Strieker, for the hire of three waggons from Maryland to

Philadelphia, with the baggage of two field officers, and

two companies belonging to the German batallion

:

To the late Colonel Caleb Parry, for provisions sup-

plied the militia on their march to New Jersey, with their

ferriage, and the ferriage of baggage waggons over

Schuylkill, 53 dollars ; to be paid to John Jacobs

:

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

A memorial from the Chevalier Dorre, was presented

to Congress and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.
The Committee for Indian Affairs brought in a report,

which was taken into consideration; Whereupon,
Resolved, That sixty six dollars and 60/90 of a dollar,

be paid to Jacob Fowler, of the Montauk tribe of Indians

on Long Island, for his trouble in going to the Mohawk
and Oneida nations of Indians, and for his services whilst

he remained amongst them

:

That the commanding officers of the several posts, on

the frontiers of Vii'ginia and Pensylvania, be desired to

give the earliest intelligence they can, of every impor-

tant occurrence they may have notice of, respecting the

Indians, to the commissioners, or, when they are not in

the way, to the agent for Indian Affairs:

' See note, p. 781, ante.
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That it be recommended to the inhabitants of the fron-

tiers, and to the oflficers at all the posts there, to treat the

Indians, who behave peaceably and inoffensively, with

kindness and civility, and not to suffer them to be ill

used or insulted

:

That four hundred dollars be paid to the agent for

Indian affairs, in the middle department, for expendi-

tures, and be accounted for by him:
That the orders drawn by the commissioners for Indian

affairs in the middle department, on the committee for

Indian affairs, for £1,104 17 7J, Pensylvania currency,

and for £73 9, of like money, being 3,141 10/90 dollars,

the cost of sundry merchandise bought by the agent for

the Indians ; the former payable to James Heron, and the

other to James Heron and James Bavard, be accepted,

and that the money be paid by the treasurer of the United

States

:

That a talk be delivered to the chiefs and warriors of

the Shawanese Indians, now in Philadelphia, to be com-
municated by them to then- nation, in these words

:

The United States ofAmerica, to their Brethren, the Chiefs and War-

riors of the Shawoanese Nation.

We have heard from you by Mr. Morgan, our agent, and are much
pleased with your reception of him into your towns, and with your

answers to our messages by him. We expect that you and our com-

missioners will shortly meet in council at Pittsburg, when we hope our

old friendship will be renewed, and such a peace established between

us, as will last forever.

Our young brothers, Wenthissicia and Pellawa, have visited their

white brethren here in company with Mr. Morgan. Thej'^ can tell

you that we keep our roads clear of thorns and briars, and open for

all our Indian brethren, who think proper to visit us. We shall

always be pleased to see our brothers, the Shawanese, and our brothers

of ever}^ other Indian nation. We wish to see some of their wise men
at our great council fire, which we preserve bright and clear for all

nations.
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As it may be a means of conciliating the friendship

of the Canadian Indians, or, at least, of preventing hos-

tilities from them in some measure, to assist the president

of Dartmouth college, in New Hampshire, in maintaining

their youth who are now there, under his tuition, and
whom the revenues of the college are not, at this time,

sufficient to support; that, for this purpose, five hundred
dollars be paid to the Rev. Dr. Eleazer Wheelock, presi-

dent of the said college.^

Resolved, That the adjutants of regiments in the conti-

nental army be allowed the pay and rations of captains,

and have the rank of first lieutenants .'-

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles of

war; and, after some time, the farther consideration of

them was postponed.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be du-ected to

supply the state of New Jersey with one ton of powder

;

the said state to be accountable.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1776

A letter of the 18th, from General Washington,^ also,

A letter of the 13th, from the general Assembly of

Massachusetts bay, with sundry papers enclosed, were

laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the letter from the general Assembly of

Massachusetts bay be referred to the Marine Committee.

' In the margin is written in the writing of Francis Hopkinson: " Order given to

John Wheelock, son of the President."

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 25 September, 1776.

'The letter of Washington is in the Papen of the CordinenUd Congress, No. 152, II,

folio 559. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 416.
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In order to prevent the officers and soldiers, who shall

be entitled to the lands hereafter to be granted liy the

resolution of Congress of the 16, from disposing of the

same, during the war,

Resolved, That this Congress will not grant lands to any

person or persons, claiming under the assignment of an

officer or soldier.'

Resolved, That the Medical Committee be directed to

forward 300 lb. of Peruvian bark to the southern depart-

ment, for the use of the troops in the said department.

Congress resumed the consideration of the articles of

war, which, being debated by paragraphs, were agreed to,

as follows:^

ARTICLES OF WAR

Resolved, That from and after the publication of the

following articles, in the respective armies of the United

States, the rules and articles by which the said armies

have heretofore been governed, shall be, and they are,

hereby repealed.^

Section I

Article 1. That every officer who shall be retained iu the army of

the United States, shall, at the time of his acceptance of his commis-

sion, subscribe these rules and regulations.

Art. S. It is earnestly recommended to all officers and soldiers dili-

gently to attend divine service: and all officers and soldiers who shall

behave indecently, or irreverently, at any place of divine worship,

shall, if commissioned officers, be brought before a general court-

martial, there to be publicly and severely reprimanded by the presi-

dent; if non-commissioned officers or soldiers, every person so offending

^ Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 25 September, 1776.

" In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 1, is a paper by William

Tudor, " Remarks on the Rules and Articles for the government of the Continental

Troops," giving suggestions for a revision of the rules established June 30, 1775.

See Vol. II, 111.

' See note under August 19, p. 670, ante.
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shall, for his first ofi'ence, forfeit 1 '6th of a dollar, to be deducted out of

his next pay; for the second offence, he shall not only forfeit a like

sum, but be confined for twenty-four hours; and, for everj' like offence,

shall suffer and pay in like manner; which money, so forfeited, shall

be applied to the use of the sick soldiers of the troop or company to

which the offender belongs.

Art. 3. Wliatsoever non-commissioned officer or soldier shall use

any prophane oath or execration, shall incur the penalties expressed in

the foregoing article; and if a commissioned officer be thus guilty of

prophane cursing or swearing, he shall forfeit and pay, for each and

every such offence, two-thirds of a dollar.

Art. ^. Every chaplain who is commissioned to a regiment, company,

troop, or garrison, and shall absent himself from the said regiment,

company, troop, or garrison, (excepting in case of sickness or leave of

absence) upon Pain of being brought to a Court Martial and punished

as their judgment and the circmnstancos of his offence may require.

shall be brought to a court-martial, and be fined not exceeding one

month's pay, besides the loss of his pay during his absence, or be dis-

charged, as the said court-martial shall judge most proper.

Section II

Art. 1. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall presume to use traiterous

or disrespectful words against the authority of the United States in

Congress assembled, or the legislature of any of the United States in

which he may be quartered, if a commissioned officer, he shall be

cashiered; if a non-commissioned officer or soldier, he shall suffer such

punishment as shall be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a court-

martial.

Art. 2. Any officer or soldier who shall behave himself with con-

tempt or disrespect towards the general, or other commander in chief

of the forces of the United States, or shall speak words tending to his

hurt or dishonor, shall be punished according to the nature of his

offence, by the judgment of a court-martial.

Art. 3. Any officer or soldier who shall begin, excite, cause or join,

in any mutiny or sedition, in the troop, company or regiment to which

he belongs, or in any other troop or company in the service of the

United States, or in any part}', post, detachment or guard, on any pre-

tence whatsoever, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as bv a

court-martial shall be inflicted.
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Art. 1^. Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, who, being

present at any mutiny or sedition, does not use his utmost endeavor

to suppress the same, or coming to the knowledge of any intended

mutiny, does not, without delay, give information thereof to his com-

manding officer, shall be punished by a court-martial with death, or

otherwise, according to the nature of the offence.

Art. 5. Any officer or soldier who shall strike his superior officer,

or draw, or shall lift up any weapon, or offer any violence against

him, being in the execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever,

or shall disobey any lawful command of his superior officer, shall

suffer death, or such other punishment as shall, according to the nature

of his offence, be inflicted upon him by the sentence of a court-martial.

Section in

Ai't. 1. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier, who shall inlist

himself in the service of the United States, shall at the time of his so

inlisting, or within six days afterwards, have the articles for the gov-

ernment of the forces of the United States read to him, and shall, by
the officer who inlisted him, or by the commanding officer of the troop

or company into which he was inlisted, be taken before the next justice

of the peace, or chief magistrate of any city or town-corporate, not

being an officer of the army, or, where recourse cannot be had to the

civil magistrate, before the judge-advocate, and, in his presence, shall

take the following oath, or affirmation, if conscientiously scrupulous

about taking an oath:

I swear, or affirm, {as the case may be,) to be true to the United States

of America, and to serve tJiem honestly andfaithfully against all their

enemies or opposers whatsoever; and to observe and obey the orders of the

Continental Congress, and the orders of the genei^als and officers set over

me by them.

Which justice or magistrate is to give the officer a certificate, signi-

fying that the man inlisted, did take the said oath or affirmation.

Art. 2. After a non-commissioned officer or soldier shall have been

duly inlisted and sworn, he shall not be dismissed the service without

a discharge in writing; and no discharge, granted to him, shall be

allowed of as sufficient, which is not signed by a field-officer of the

regiment into which he was inlisted, or commanding officer, where no

field-officer of the regiment is in the same state.
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Section IV

Ari. 1. Every officer commanding a regiment, troop, or company,

shall, upon the notice given to him by the commissary of musters, or

from one of his deiDuties, assemble the regiment, troop or company,
under his command, in the next convenient place for their being

mustered.

Art. 2. Every colonel or other tield-officer commanding the regi-

ment, troop, or company, and actually residing with it, may give fur-

loughs to non-commissioned officers and soldiers, in such numbers,

and for so long a time, as he shall judge to be most consistent with

the good of the service; but, no non-commissioned officer or soldier

shall, by leave of his captain, or inferior officer, commanding the

troop or company (his field-officer not being present) be absent above

twenty days in six months, nor shall more than two private men be

absent at the same time from their troop or company, excepting some
extraordinary occasion shall require it, of which occasion the field-

officer, present with, and commanding the regiment, is to be the judge.

Art. 3. At every muster, the commanding officer of each regiment,

troop, or company, there present, shall give to the commissary, cer-

tificates signed by himself, signifying how long such officers, who
shall not appear at the said muster, have been absent, and the reason

of their absence; in like manner, the commanding officer of every

troop or company shall give certificates, signifying the reasons of the

absence of the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers; which
reasons, and time of absence, shall be inserted in the muster-rolls

opposite to the names of the respective absent officers and soldiers:

The said certificates shall, together with the muster-rolls, be remitted

by the commissary to the Congress, as speedily as the distance of

place will admit.

Art. If. Every officer who shall be convicted before a general court-

martial of having signed a false certificate, relating to the absence of

either officer or private soldier, shall be cashiered.

Art. 5. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false muster of

man or horse, and every officer or commissary who shall willingly

sign, direct, or allow the signing of the muster-rolls, wherein such

false muster is contained, shall, upon proof made thereof by two wit-

nesses before a general court-martial, be cashiered, and shall be
thereby utterly disabled to have or hold any office or employment in

the service of the United States.
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Art. 6. Any commissary who shall be convicted of having taken

money, or any other thing, by way of gratification, on the mustering

any regiment, troop, or company, or on the signing the muster rolls,

shall be displaced from his ofSce, and, moreover, forfeit all such Pay

as may be due to him at the time of conviction of such offeuee. and

shall be thereby utterly disabled to have or hold any ofiice or emploj'-

ment under the United States.

Art. 7. Any ofEcer who shall presume to muster any person as a

soldier, who is, at other times, accustomed to wear a livery, or who
does not actually do his duty as a soldier, shall be deemed guilty of

having made a false muster, and shall suffer accordingly.

Section V

Art. 1. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false return to

the Congress, or any committee thereof, to the commander in chief of

the forces of the United States, or to any his superior officer author-

ized to call for such returns, of the state of the regiment, troop, or

company, or garrison, under his command, or of arms, ammunition,

clothing, or other stores thereunto belonging, shall, by a court-martial,

be cashiered.

Art. 2. The commanding officer of every regiment, troop, or inde-

pendent company, or garrison of the United States, shall, in the be-

ginning of every month, remit to the commander in chief of the

American forces, and to the Congress, an exact return of the state of

the regiment, troop, independent company, or garrison under his

command, specifying the names of the officers not then residing at

their posts, and the reason for, and time of, their absence: Whoever
shall be convicted of having, through neglect or design, omitted the

sending such returns, shall be punished according to the nature of his

crime, by the judgment of a general coui-t-martial.

Section VI

Art. 1. All officers and soldiers, who having received pay, or having

been duly inlisted in the service of the United States, shall be con-

victed of having deserted the same, shall sulier death, or such other

punishment as by a court-martial shall be inflicted.

Art. 2. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier, who shall, without

leave from his commanding officer, absent himself from his troop or

company, or from any detachment with which he shall be commanded,
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shall, upon being convicted thereof, be punished, according to the

nature of his ofl'encc, at the discretion of a court-martial.

Art. 3. No non-commissioned officer or soldier shall inlist himself

in any other regiment, troop or companj% without a regular dis-

charge from the regiment, troop or company, in which he last

served, on the penalty of being reputed a deserter, and suffering

accordingly: And in case any officer shall, knowingly, receive and

entertain such non-commissioned officer or soldier, or shall not, after

his being discovered to be a deserter, immediately confine him, and

give notice thereof to the corps in which he last served, he, the said

officer so offending, shall, by a court-martial, be cashiered.

Art. Jf.. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall be convicted of having

advised or persuaded any other officer or soldier to desert the service

of the United States, shall suffer such punishment as shall be inflicted

upon him by the sentence of a court-martial.

Section VII

Art. 1. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachful or provoking

speeches or gestures to another, upon pain, if an officer, of being put

in arrest; if a soldier, imprisoned, and of asking pardon of the party

offended, in the presence of his commanding officer.

Art. 2. No officer or soldier shall presume to send a challenge to

any other officer or soldier, to tight a duel, upon pain, if a commis-

sioned officer, of being cashiered, if a non-commissioned officer or sol-

dier, of suffei'ing corporal punishment, at the discretion of a court-

martial.

A7't. 3. If any commissioned or non-commissioned officer command-

ing a guard, shall, knowingly and willingly, suffer any person what-

soever to go forth to fight a duel, he shall be punished as a challenger:

And likewise all seconds, promoters, and carriers of challenges, in

order to duels, shall be deemed as principals, and be punished

accordingly.

Art. Jf. All officers, of what condition soever, have power to part and

quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders, though the persons concerned

should belong to another regiment, troop or company; and either to

order officers into arrest, or non-commissioned officers or soldiers to

prison, till their proper superior officers shall be acquainted there-

with; and whosoever shall refuse to obey such officer (though of an

inferior rank) or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished at

the discretion of a general court-martial.
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Art. 5. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall upbraid another for refus-

ing a challenge, shall himself be punished as a challenger; and all offi-

cers and soldiers are hereby discharged of any disgrace, or opinion of

disadvantage, which might arise from their having refused to accept of

challenges, as they will only have acted in obedience to the oi'ders of

Congress, and done their duty as good soldiers, who subject them-

selves to discipline.

Section VIII

Art. 1. No suttler shall be permitted to sell any kind of liquors or

victuals, or to keep their houses or shops open, for the entertainment

of soldiers, after nine at night, or before the beating of the reveilles,

or upon Sundays, during divine service, or sermon, on the penalty of

being dismissed from all future suttling.

Art. 2. All officers, soldiers and suttlers, shall have full liberty to

bring into any of the forts or garrisons of the United American States,

any quantity or species of provisions, eatable or drinkable, except

where any contract or contracts are, or shall be entered into by Con-
gress, or by their order, for furnishing such provisions, and with

respect only to the species of provisions so contracted for.

Art. 3. All officers, commanding in the forts, barracks, or garrisons

of the United States, are hereby required to see, that the persons per-

mitted to suttle, shall supply the soldiers with good and wholesome
provisions at the market price, as they shall be answerable for their

neglect.

Art. Ji-. No officers, commanding in any of the garrisons, forts, or

barracks of the United States, shall either themselves exact exorbitant

prices for houses or stalls let out to suttlers, or shall connive at the like

exactions in others; nor, by their own authority and for their private

advantage, shall they lay any duty or imposition upon, or be inter-

ested in the sale of such victuals liquors, or other necessaries of life,

which are brought into the garrison, fort, or barracks, for the use of

the soldiers, on the penalty of being discharged from the service.

Section IX

Art. 1. Every officer commanding in quarters, garrisons, or on a

march, shall keep good order, and, to the utmost of his power, redress

all such abuses or disorders which may be committed by any officer or

soldier under his command; if, upon complaint made to him of officers

or soldiers beating, or otherwise ill-treating any person; of disturbing
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fairs or markets, or of committing any kind of riots to the disquieting

of the good people of the United States; he the said commander, who
shall refuse or omit to see justice done on the offender or offenders,

and reparation made to the party or parties injured, as far as part of

the offenders pay shall enable him or them, shall, upon proof thereof,

be punished, by a general court-martial, as if he himself had commit-

ted the crimes or disorders complained of.

Section X
Art. 1. Whenever any officer or soldier shall be accused of a capital

crime, or of having used violence, or committed any offence against

the persons or property of the good people of any of the United

American States, such as is punishable by the known laws of the land,

the commanding officer and officers of every regiment, troop, or part}-,

to which the person or persons so accused shall belong, are hereby

required, upon application duly made by or in behalf of the party or

parties injured, to use his utmost endeavors to deliver over such accused

person or persons to the civil magistrate; and likewise to be aiding

and assisting to the officers of justice in apprehending and securing the

person or persons so accused, in order to bring them to a trial. If any

commanding officer or officers shall wilfully neglect or shall refuse,

upon the application aforesaid, to deliver over such accused person or

persons to the civil magistrates, or to be aiding and assisting to the

officers of justice in apprehending such person or persons, the officer

or officers so offending shall be cashiered.

Art. 2. No officer shall protect any person from his creditors, on the

pretence of his being a soldier, nor any non-commissioned officer or

soldier who does not actually do all duties as such, and no farther than

is allowed by a resolution of Congress, bearing date the 26th daj^ of

December, 1775. Any officer offending herein, being convicted thereof

before a court-martial, shall be cashiered.

Section XI

Art. 1. If any officer shall think himself to be wronged by his colo-

nel, or the commanding officer of the regiment, and shall, upon due

application made to him, be refused to be redressed, he may complain

to the general, commanding in chief the forces of the United States,

in order to obtain justice, who is hereby required to examine into the

said complaint, and, either by himself, or the board of war, to make
report to Congress thereupon, in order to receive further directions.
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A7-f. 3. If any inferior officer or soldier shall think himself wronged
by his captain, or other officer commanding the troop or company to

which he belongs, he is to complain thereof to the commanding officer

of the regiment, who is hereby required to simimon a regimental court-

martial, for the doing justice to the complainant; from which regimen-

tal court-martial either party may, if he thinks himself still aggrieved,

appeal to a general court-martial; but if, upon a second hearing, the

appeal shall appear to be vexatious and groundless, the person so

appealing shall be punished at the discretion of the said general court-

martial.

Section XII

Art. 1. Whatsoever commissioned officer, store-keeper, or commis-
sary, shall be convicted at a general court-martial of having sold (with-

out a proper order for that purpose) embezzled, misapplied, or wilfully,

or through neglect, suffei'ed any of the provisions, forage, arms,

clothing, ammunition, or other military stores belonging to the

United States, to be spoiled or damaged, the said officer, store-keeper,

or commissary so offending, shall, at his own charge, make good the

loss or damage, shall moreover forfeit all his pay, and be dismissed

from the service.

Art. £. Whatsoever non-commissioned officer or soldier shall be
convicted, at a regimental court-martial, of having sold, or designedly,

or through neglect, wasted the ammunition delivered out to him to be

employed in the service of the United States, shall, if a non-commis-

sioned officer, be reduced to a private sentinel, and shall besides suffer

corporal punishment in the same manner as a private sentinel so

offending, at the discretion of a regimental court-martial.

Art. 3. Every non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall be con-

victed at a court-martial of having sold, lost or spoiled, through

neglect, his horse, arms, clothes or accoutrements shall undergo such

weekly stoppages (not exceeding the half of his pay) as a court-martial

shall judge sufficient for repairing the loss or damage; and shall suffer

imprisonment, or such other corporal punishment, as his crime shall

deserve.

Art. Ij,. Every officer who shall be convicted at a court-martial of

having embezzled or misapplied any money with which he may have

been entrusted for the payment of the men under his command, or

for inlisting men into the service, if a commissioned officer, shall be

cashiered and compelled to refund the money, if a non-commissioned
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ofBcer, shall bo reduced to serve in the ranks as a private soldier, be

put under stoppages until the money be made good, and suffer such

corporal punishment (not extending to life or limb) as the court-

martial shall think fit.

Art. 5. Every captain of a troop or company is charged with the

arms, accoutrements, ammunition, clothing, or other warlike stores

belonging to the troop or company under his command, which he is

to be accountable for to his colonel, in case of their being lost, spoiled,

or damaged, not by unavoidable accidents, or on actual service.

Section XIII

Art. 1. All non-commissioned officers and soldiers, who shall be

found one mile from the camp, without leave, in writing, from their

commanding officer, shall suffer such punishment as shall be inflicted

upon them by the sentence of a court-martial.

Art. 2. No officer or soldier shall lie out of his quarters, garrison,

or camp, without leave from his superior officer, upon penalty of

being punished according to the nature of his offence, by the sentence

of a court-martial.

Art. 3. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier shall retire to

his quarters or tent at the beating of the retreat; in default of which
he shall be punished, according to the nature of his offence, by the

commanding officer.

Art. Jf. No officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, shall fail of

repairing, at the time fixed, to the place of parade of exercise, or

other rendezvous appointed by his commanding officer, if not pre-

vented by sickness, or some other evident necessity; or shall go from
the said place of rendezvous, or from his guard, without leave from
his commanding officer, before he shall be regularly dismissed or

relieved, on the penalty of being punished according to the nature of

his offence, by the sentence of a court-martial.

Art. 5. Whatever commissioned officer shall be found drunk on his

guard, party, or other duty under arms, shall be cashiered for it; any
non-commissioned officer or soldier so offending, shall suffer such cor-

poral punishment as shall be inflicted by the sentence of a court-

martial.

Art. 6. Whatever sentinel shall be found sleeping upon his post, or

shall leave it before he shall be regularly relieved, shall suffer death,

or such other punishment as shall be inflicted by the sentence of a

court-martial.
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Art. 7. No soldier belonging to any regiment, troop, or company,

shall hire another to do his duty for him, or be excused from duty,

but in case of sickness, disability, or leave of absence; and every such

soldier found guilty of hiring his duty, as also the party so hired to

do another's duty, shall be punished at the next regimental court-

martial.

Art. 8. And every non-commissioned officer conniving at such

hiring of duty as aforesaid, shall be reduced for it; and every com-

missioned officer, knowing and allowing of such ill-practices in the

service, shall be punished by the judgment of a general court-martial.

Art. 9. Any person, belonging to the forces employed in the service

of the United States, who, by discharging of fire-arms, drawing of

swords, beating of drums, or by any other means whatsoever, shall

occasion false alarms in camp, garrison, or quarters, shall suffer death,

or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a

general court-martial.

Art. 10. Any officer or soldier who shall, without urgent necessity,

or without the leave of his superior officer, quit his platoon or division,

shall be punished, according to the nature of his offence, by the sentence

of a court-martial.

Art. 11. No officer or soldier shall do violence to any person who
brings provisions or other necessaries to the camp, garrison or quar-

ters of the forces of the United States employed in parts out of said

states, on pain of death, or such other punishment as a court-martial

shall direct.

Art. 12. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall misbehave himself

before the enemy, or shamefully abandon any post committed to his

charge, or shall speak words inducing others to do the like, shall suffer

death.

Art. 13. Whatsover officer or soldier shall misbehave himself before

the enemy, and run away, or shamefully abandon any fort, post or

guard, which he or they shall be commanded to defend, or speak

words inducing others to do the like; or who, after victor}', shall quit

his commanding officer, or post, to plunder and pillage: Every such

offender, being duly convicted thereof, shall be reputed a disobeyer

of military orders; and shall suffer death, or such other punishment,

as, by a general court-martial, shall be inflicted on him.

Art. llf.. Any pei'son, belonging to the forces of the United States,

who shall cast away his arms and ammunition, shall suffer death, or
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such other punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a general

court-martial.

Art. 15. Any person, belonging to the forces of the United States,

who shall make known the watch-word to any person who is not

entitled to receive it according to the rules and discipline of war, or

shall presume to give a parole or watch-word different from what he

received, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be

ordered by the sentence of a general court-martial.

Art. 16. All officers and soldiers ai-e to behave themselves orderly

in quarters, and on their march; and whosoever shall commit any
waste or spoil, either in walks of trees, parks, warrens, fish-ponds,

houses or gardens, cornfields, enclosures or meadows, or shall mali-

ciously destroy any property whatsoever belonging to the good people

of the United States, unless by order of the then commander in chief

of the forces of the said states, to annoy rebels or other enemies in

arms against said states, he or they shall be found guilty of offending

herein, shall (besides such penalties as they are liable to by law) be

punished accoi'ding to the nature and degree of the offence, by the

judgment of a regimental or general court-martial.

Art. 17. Whosoever, belonging to the forces of the United States,

employed in foreign parts, shall force a safe-guard, shall suffer death.

Art. IS. Whosoever shall relieve the enemy with money, victuals,

or ammunition, or shall knowingly harbour or protect an enemy, shall

suffer death, or such other punishment as by a court-martial shall be

inflicted.

Art. 19. Whosoever shall be convicted of holding correspondence

with, or giving intelligence to the enemy, either directly or indirectly,

shall suffer death, or such other punishment as by a court-martial shall

be inflicted.

Art. W. All public stores taken in the enemy's camp, towns, forts,

or magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition, clothing, forage, or

provisions, shall be secured for the service of the United States; for the

neglect of which the commanders in chief are to be answerable.

Art. 21. If any officer or soldier shall leave his post or colors to go
in search of plunder, he shall upon being convicted thereof before a

general court-martial, suffer death, or such other punishment as by a

court-martial shall be inflicted.

Art. 23. If any commander of any garrison, fortress, or post, shall

be compelled by the officers or soldiers under his command, to give up to

15664—VOL V—06 25
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the enemy, or to abandon it, the commissioned officers, non-commissioned

officers, or soldiers, who shall be convicted of having so offended, shall

suffer death, or such other punishment as shall be inflicted upon them

by the sentence of a court-martial.

Art. 23. All suttlers and retainers to a camp, and all persons what-

soever serving with the armies of the United States in the field, though

no inlisted soldier, are to be subject to orders, according to the rules

and discipline of war.

Art. 21i.. Officers having brevets, or commissions of a prior date to

those of the regiment in which they now serve, may take place in

courts-martial and on detachments, when composed of different corps,

according to the ranks given them in their brevets or dates of their

former commissions; Imt in the regiment, troop, or company to which

such brevet officers and those who have commissions of a prior date

do belong, they shall do duty and take rank both on court-martial and

on detachments which shall be composed only of their own corps,

according to the commissions by which they are mustered in the said

corps.

Art. 25. If upon marches, guards, or in quarters, different corps

shall happen to join or do duty together, the eldest officer by com-

mission there, on duty, or in quarters, shall command the whole, and

give out orders for what is needful to the service; regard being

always had to the several ranks of those corps, and the posts they

usually occupy.

Art. 26. And in like manner also, if any regiments, troops, or detach-

ments of horse or foot shall happen to march with, or be encamped or

quarterd with any bodies or detachments of other troops in the serv-

ice of the United States, the eldest officer, without respect to corps,

shall take upon him the command of the whole, and give the necessary

orders to the service.

Section XIV.

Art. 1. A general court-martial in the United States shall not con-

sist of less than thirteen commissioned officers, and the president of

such court-martial shall not be the commander in chief or commandant
of the garrison where the offender shall be tried, nor be under the

degree of a field officer.

Art. 2. The members both of general and regimental courts-martial

shall, when belonging to different corps, take the same rank which

they hold in the army ; but when courts-martial shall be composed of
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officers of one corps, they shall take their ranks according to the dates

of the commissions, by which they are mustered in the said corps.

Art. 3. The judge advocate general, or some person deputed by

him, shall prosecute in the name of the United States of America;

and in trials of offenders by general courts-martial, administer to each

member the following oaths:

" You shall well and truly try and d-otermine, according to your evi-

dence, the matter nmo hefore you, hetween the United States ofAmerica,
and the prisoners to he tri, d. So Up //"'/ God.

'"''You A. B. do swear, that iji'ii irill (luhj inlinhihter jii^tice accord-

ing to the rules and article.^ f(,r tli,- hett, r gnr, /ninent of the forces of
the Un ited States of America, witlwut partiality, favor, or affection;

and if any douht shall arise, which is not explained hy the said arti-

cled, iirrordtiKj ill i/i'nr aviscitnce, the hest of your undei-standing, and
the custom ,if irai- in ih, I il;' cascs. And you, do further sioear, that

you irlll md iliriilij, the sfiif, nee of the court, until it shall he approved

of hy the general, or commandefr in chief; neither will you, upon any
account, at any time whatsoever, disclose or discover the vote or opinion

of any particular member of the court-martial, unless required to give

evidence thereof as a witness hy a court ofjustice, vn a due course of
law. So help you Ood.''"'

And as soon as the said oath shall have been administered to the

respective members, the president of the court shall administer to the

judge-advocate, or person officiating as such, an oath in the following

words:

''•You, A. B. do swear, that you will not, upon any account, at any

time lohatsoever, disclose or discover the vote or opinion of any particu-

lar member of the court-martial, unless required to give evidence thereof,

as a witness, hy a court ofjustice, in a dice course of law. So help you

God.''

Art. If.. All the members of a court-martial are to behave with calm-

ness and decency; and in the giving of their votes, are to begin with

the youngest in commission.

Art. 5. All persons who give evidence before a general court-martial,

are to be examined upon oath; and no sentence of death shall be given

against anj' offender by any general court-martial, unless two-thirds

of the officers present shall concur therein.

Art. 6. All persons called to give evidence, in any cause, before a

court-martial, who shall refuse to give evidence, shall be punished for
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such refusal, at the discretion of such court-martial: The oath to be

administered in the following form, viz.

" You swear the evidence you shall give in the cause now in hearing^

shall he the truth, the whole truth, and nothing hut the truth. So help

yo^i, God.''''

Art. 7. No field-officer shall be tried by any person under the degree

of a captain; nor shall any proceedings or trials be carried on except-

ing between the hours of eight in the morning and of three in the

afternoon, except in cases which require an immediate example.

Art. 8. No sentence of a general court-martial shall be put in exe-

cution, till after a report shall be made of the whole proceedings to

Congress, or to the general or commander in chief of the forces of the

United States, and their or his directions be signilied thereupon.

Art. 9. For the more equitable decision of disputes which may
arise between officers and soldiers belonging to different corps, it is

hereby directed, that the courts-martial shall be equally composed

of officers belonging to the corps in which the parties in question do

then serve; and that the presidents shall be taken by turns, beginning

with that corps which shall be eldest in rank.

Art. 10. The commissioned officers of every regiment may, by the

appointment of their colonel or commanding officer, hold regimental

courts-martial for the enquiring into such disputes, or criminal matters,

as may come before them, and for the inflicting corporal punishments

for small offences, and shall give judgment by the majority of voices;

but no sentence shall be executed till the commanding officer (not

being a member of the court-martial) or the commandant of the gar-

rison, shall have confirmed the same.

Art. 11. No regimental court-martial shall consist of less than five

officers, excepting in cases where that number cannot conveniently be

assembled, when three may be sufficient; who are likewise to deter-

mine upon the sentence by the majority of voices; which sentence is

to be confirmed by the commanding officer of the regiment, not being

a member of the court-martial.

Art. 12. Every officer commanding in any of the forts, barracks, or

elsewhere, where the corps under his command consists of detachments

from different regiments, or of independent companies, may assemble

courts-martial for the trial of offenders in the same manner as if they

were regimental, whose sentence is not to be executed till it shall be

confirmed by the said commanding officer.



September, 1776 803

Art. 13. No commissioned officer sliall be casliiered or dismissed

from the service, excepting by an order from Congress, or by the

sentence of a general court-martial; but non-commissioned officers may

be discharged as private soldiers, and, by the order of the colonel of

the regiment, or by the sentence of a regimental court-martial, be

reduced to private sentinels.

Art. llf.. No person whatever shall use menacing words, signs, or

gestures, in the presence of a court-martial then sitting, or shall cause

any disorder or riot, so as to disturb their proceedings, on the penalty

of being punished at the discretion of the said court-martial.

Art. 15. To the end that offenders may be brought to justice, it is

hereby directed, that whenever any officer or soldier shall commit a

crime deserving punishment, he shall, by his commanding officer, if an

officer, be put in arrest; if a non-commissioned officer or soldier, be

imprisoned till he shall be either tried by a court-martial, or shall be

lawfully discharged liy a proper authority.

Art. 16. No officer or soldier who shall be put in arrest or imprison-

ment, shall continue in his confinement more than eight days, or till

such time as a court-martial can be conveniently assembled.

A7't. 17. No officer commanding a guard, or provost-martial, shall

refuse to receive or keep any prisoner committed to his charge, b}' any

officer belonging to the forces of the United States; which officer shall,

at the same time, deliver an account in writing, signed by himself, of

the crime with which the said prisoner is charged.

Art. 18. No officer commanding a guard, or provost-martial, shall

presume to release any prisoner committed to his charge without

proper authority for so doing; nor shall he suffer anj' prisoner to

escape, on the penalty of being punished for it by the sentence of a

court-martial.

Art. 19. Every officer or provost-martial to whose charge prisoners

shall be committed, is hereby required, within twenty-four hours after

such commitment, or as soon as he shall be relieved from his guard, to

give in writing to the colonel of the regiment to whom the prisoner

belongs (where the prisoner is confined upon the guard belonging to

the said regiment, and that his offence oxAy relates to the neglect of

duty in his own corps) or to the commander in chief, their names, their

crimes, and the names of the officers who committed them, on the pen-

alty of his being punished for his disobedience or neglect, at the dis-

cretion of a court-martial.
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Art. 20. And if any oiBcer under arrest, shall leave his confinement

before he is set at liberty by the ofEcer who confined him, or by a

superior power, he shall be cashiered for it.

Art. 21. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall be convicted, before

a general court-martial, of behaving in a scandalous, infamous manner,

such as is unbecoming the chai'acter of an officer and a gentleman,

shall be discharged from the service.

Art. 33. In all cases where a commissioned officer is cashiered for

cowardice, or fraud, it shall be added in the punishment, that the

crime, name, place of abode, and punishment of the delinquent, be

published in the newspapers, in and about the camp, and of that par-

ticular state from which the offender came, or usually resides: After

which, it shall be deemed scandalous in any officer to associate with

him.

Section XV '

Art. 1. When any commissioned officer shall happen to die or be

killed in the service of the United States, the major of the regiment,

or the officer doing the major's duty in his absence, shall immediately

secure all his effects, or equipage, then in camp or quarters; and shall,

before the next regimental court-martial, make an inventory thereof,

and forthwith transmit the same to the office of the board of war, to

the end, that his executors may, after payment of his debts in quarters

and interment, receive the overplus, if any be, to his or their use.

Art. 2. When any non-commissioned officer or soldier shall happen
to die, or to be killed in the service of the United States, the then

commanding officer of the troop or company, shall, in the presence of

two other commissioned officers, take an account of whatever effects

he dies possessed of, above his regimental clothing, arms, and accou-

trements, and transmit the same to the office of the board at war;

which said effects are to be accounted for, and paid to the representa-

tive of such deceased non-commissioned officer or soldier. And in

case any of the officers, so authorized to take care of the effects of

dead officers and soldiei-s, should, before they shall have accounted to

their representatives for the same, have occasion to leave the regiment,

by preferment or otherwise, they shall, before they be permitted

'The original Section XV read: "All commissions granted by Congress, or by any
of the Generals, ha\nng authority from Congress, shall be entered in the books of the

Board of War, otherwise they will not be allowed of at the Musters." It was struck

out.
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to quit the same, deposit in the hands of the commanding oiScer or

of the agent of the regiment, all the effects of such deceased non-

commissioned officers and soldiers, in order that the same may be

secured for, and paid to, their respective representatives.

Section XVI

Art. 1. All officers, conductors, gunners, matrosses, drivers, or any

other persons whatsoever, receiving pay or hire in the service of the

artillery of the United States, shall be governed by the aforesaid rules

and articles, and shall be subject to be tried by courts-martial, in like

manner with the officers and soldiers of the other troops in the service

of the United States.

Art. 2. For differences arising amongst themselves, or in matters

relating solely to their own corps, the courts-martial may be composed

of their own officers; but where a number sufficient of such officers

cannot be assembled, or in matters wherein other corps are interested,

the officers of artillery shall sit in courts-martial with the officers of

the other corps, taking their rank according to the dates of their

respective commissions, and no otherwise.

Section XVH

Art. 1. The officers and soldiers of any troops, whether minute-

men, militia, or others, being mustered and in continental pay, shall,

at all times, and in all places, when joined, or acting in conjunction

with the regular forces of the United States, be governed by these

rules or articles of war, and shall be subject to be tried by courts-

martial in like manner with the officers and soldiers in the regular

forces, [save only that such courts-martial shall be composed entirely

of militia officers of the same provincial corps with the offender.

That such militia and minute-men as are now in service, and have,

by particular contract with their respective states, engaged to be gov-

erned by particular regulations while in continental service, shall not

be subject to the above articles of war.] ^

Art. 2. For the future, all general officers and colonels, serving by

commission from the authority of any particular state, shall, on all

detachments, courts-martial, or other duty wherein they may be

employed in conjunction with the regular forces of the United States,

' The words in brackets were added as an amendment of the original rejiort, being

inserted in the writing of John Hancock.
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take rank next after all generals and colonels serving by commissions

from Congress, though the commissions of such particular generals

and colonels should be of elder date; and in like manner lieutenant-

colonels, majors, captains, and other inferior officers, serving by com-

mission from any particular state, shall, on all detachments, courts-

martial, or other duty, wherein they may be employed in conjunction

with the regular forces of the United States, have rank next after all

officers of the like rank serving by commissions from Congress,

though the commissions of such lieutenant-colonels, majors, captains,

and other inferior officers, should be of elder date to those of the like

rank fi'om Congress.

Section XVIII

Art. 1. The aforegoing articles are to be read and published once

in every two months, at the head of every regiment, troop or com-

pany, mustered, or to be mustered in the service of the United States;

and are to be duly observed and exactly obeyed by all officers and

soldiers who are or shall be in the said service.

Art. '2. The general, or commander in chief for the time being,

shall have full power of pardoning or mitigating any of the punish-

ments ordered to be inflicted, for any of the ofl'ences mentioned in the

foregoing articles; and everj^ ofl'ender convicted as aforesaid, by any

regimental court-martial, may be pardoned, or have his punishment

mitigated by the colonel, or officer commanding the regiment.

Art. 3. No person shall be sentenced to sufl'er death, except in the

cases expressly mentioned in the foregoing articles; nor shall more
than one hundred lashes be inflicted on any ofl'ender, at the discretion

of a court-martial.

That every judge-advocate, or person officiating as such, at any

general court-martial, do, and he is hereby required to transmit, with

as much expedition as the opportunity of time and distance of place

can admit, the original proceedings and sentence of such court-martial

to the secretary at war, which said original proceedings and sentence

shall be carefully kept and preserved in the office of said secretary, to

the end that persons entitled thereto may be enabled, upon applica-

tion to the said office, to obtain copies thereof.'

That the party tried by any general court-martial, shall be entitled

to a copy of the sentence and proceedings of such court-martial, upon

' Tliese paragraphs were added to the original report, and are in the writing of

John Hancock.
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demand thereof made by himself, or by any other person or persons,

on his behalf, whether such sentence be approved or not.'

Art. If.. The field officers of each and every regiment are to appoint

some suitable person belonging to such regiment, to receive all such

fines as may arise within the same, for any breach of any of the fore-

going articles, and shall direct the same to be carefully and properly

applied to the relief of such sick, wounded, or necessitous soldiers as

belong to such regiment; and such person shall account with such

officer for all fines received, and the application thereof.

Art. 5. All crimes not capital, and all disorders and neglects which

officers and soldiers may be guilty of, to the jDrejudice of good order

and military discipline, though not mentioned in the above articles of

war, are to be taken cognizance of by a general or regimental court-

martial, according to the nature and degree of the offence, and be

punished at their discretion.'^

Ordered, That the same be immediately published.

Ordered, That the resolutions for raising the new army-

be forthwith published, and copies thereof sent to the

commanding officers in the several departments, and to

the assemblies and conventions of the respective states.

A petition from Charles Roberts, commander of the

schooner Thistle, was presented to Congress, and read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the sum of 6,700 dollars be advanced to

the delegates of New York, for the use of that state ; the

said state to be accountable.

Ordered, That Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine be directed

to write to Governor Trumbull respecting the practica-

bility of enlarging the furnace at Salisbury, for casting

heavy cannon there, and request his opinion concerning

the same.

' These paragraphs were added to the original report, and are in the writing of

John Hancock.

^The original report, in the writing of Timothy Kckering, is in the Papers of the

Continental Congress, No. 27, folioa 5-45. At the end is added, in the writing of John

Hancock, the resolution on spies, printed under August 21, p. 693, ante.
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The delegates for New York having communicated to

Congress a letter of the 9th, from the committee of safety

of that state, with sundry papers enclosed:^

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

take the same into consideration, and report thereon with

all convenient despatch

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. [Robert

Treat] Paine and Mr. [Richard] Stockton.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

repair to head quarters, near New York, to enquire into

the state of the army, and the best means of supplying

their wants

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [El-

bridge] Gerry and Mr. [Francis] Lewis.

Resolved, That an assistant physician to Dr. Shippen

be appointed for the flying camp and troops in New Jer-

sey, and that his pay be two dollars and two thh'ds of a

dollar per day

:

The ballots being taken,

Dr. William Brown was elected.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1776

A letter, of the 20 and 21, from General Washington
with sundry papers enclosed

;

Two of the 19, from J[oseph] Trumbull;

One of the 21 September, from the convention of Dela-

ware
;

One of the 14, from R. Varick;

One of the 19, from Governor W. Livingston; and two

* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 67, I, foho 268.



September, 1776 809

petitions, one from Colonel J. Stark, and one from Mons.

Devom'oiiy,^

And a letter from Doctor William Shippen, were laid

before Congress, and read."

Resolved, That the letter from Dr. Shippen be referred

to the Medical Committee, and that the other letters be

referred to the Board of War.
A letter, of the 14th, from General Schuyler, with sun-

dry papers enclosed ; and

A letter from Colonel Van Schaick, of the 15, being

received, were read.^

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War.
A petition from Captain Ai-chibald Hamilton, was pre-

sented to Congress, and read, praying that he may be

permitted to retui'n home, and reside with his wife and
children.

Resolved, That the prayer of his petition be granted.

Resolved, That two months' pay be advanced to Mons.
Colerus, as major; the same to Mons. Malmedy, and two
months' pay to Mons. de Vernejous, as captain.

A letter from the speaker of the Assembly of New Jer-

sey, with an extract of a letter from Amboy enclosed, was
laid before Congress, and read:^

Resolved, That a copy of the letter from the Speaker of

the assembly, of New Jersey, and of the enclosed letter

' An undated petition from John Stark is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 42, VII, folio 21.

" The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Coniinental Congress, No. 152,

III, folio 5. It is printed in Wniings of Washington (Ford), IV, 420. The letters

of Trumbull are in No. 78, XXII, folios 129, 133. Dr. Shippen's letter of Septem-

ber 19 is in No. 78, XX, folio 55. That of the convention of Delaware is in No. 70,

folio 593.

' The letter of Schuyler is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, II,

folio 368. That of Goo?e Van Schaick is in No. 78, XXIII, folio 17.

*This letter, signed by John Hart, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

68, folio 217. On the same sheet, in the writing of Edward Rutledge, in a draft of the

resolution passed. The extract is in the same volume, folio 215.
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from Amboy, be sent to General Mercer; and that he be
desired to take such steps as shall effectually introduce

order, and remove the complaints of the inhabitants of

the state of New Jersey.

Resolved, That two members be added to the Commit-
tee on the Treasury: The ballots being taken,

Mr. [William] Hooper and Mr. [William] Ellery were
elected.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

devise ways and means for providing cloathiug and other

necessaries for the army

:

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr.
[George] Wythe and Mr. R[obert] Morris.

Two letters, of the 22d, from General Washington,
being received, were read.^

The committee, to whom were referred the several pa-

pers from the convention of the state of New York,

brought in a report, which was taken into consideration

:

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the German batallion be ordered imme-

diately to join the army under General Washington ; and
that the president inform his excellency of their march,
and desire that he will order an equal number of men
from his army, to garrison the forts in the highlands.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to supply the

German battalion with such articles of cloathing as they

may stand in need of; the same to be charged to their

account, and deducted out of the pay of the men

:

That three tons of the fifteen tons of powder, lately

ordered to the northern army, and now on its way thither,

be left at New Windsor, in the state of New York, and
from thence conveyed to fort Montgomery ; and that five

tons be immediately sent fI'om the city of Philadelphia

:

• These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, foUos 17

and 21. That of the 22d ia printed in WrUings of Washington (Ford), IV, 424.
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That two companies of the marines lately raised, and

now in Philadelphia, be also ordered to march immedi-

ately to fort Montgomery

:

That application be made to the council of safety of

the state of Pensylvania, to order one half of the artil-

lery men, now in the service of their state, to proceed to

fort Montgomery as soon as possible

:

That Congress approve the measures adopted by the

convention of New York, for the defence of the high-

lands, and will cheerfully defray all the necessary expences

which may accrue.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1776

A petition from Benjamin Marshall and brothers, and

one from John Hazard, were presented to Congress, and

read.

Resolved, That they be referred to the Marine Com-
mittee.

A petition from Charles Startin, was presented to Con-
gress, and read:^

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was read

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of

Colonel Hazen, having brought in a report, the same was
taken into consideration : Whereupon,

Resolved, That Colonel Hazen and Lieutenant Colonel

Edward Antill be continued in their offices, in the army

' The petition of Marshall and Brothers is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 78, XV, folio 97. It is indorsed " To be taken into consideration on Wednes-

day, Oct. 23, 1776."
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of the United States, and that they recruit their regiment

to the number of a batallion on the continental estab-

lishment :

That the settlement of Colonel Hazen's accounts of

monies advanced by him, for the service of the United

States, in Canada, be referred to the commissioners

appointed to audit accounts in the northern department

;

That one thousand and ninety five dollars be paid to

Colonel Hazen, in full satisfaction for his neat cattle,

sheep, swine, poultry, hay and other articles alledged to

have been taken and used for the benefit of the continental

army, near St. John's; vrhich sum, together with 533 1/3

dollars already received by him on that account, is the

amount of the said articles, as estimated by commis-
sioners appointed by General Wooster for that purpose,

piu'suant to an order of Congress

:

That the damages done to his buildings, farms, &c. by
our troops or those of the enemy, ought not to be paid,

unless general provision be made for compensating all

others, who, by means of the war, have, in like manner,

been damnified; which maybe a subject worthy to be

considered, after the close of the war.

Resolved^ That the committee be discharged from en-

quiring into what respects the conduct of General

Arnold; the Congress having directed General Wash-
ington to cause an enquiry to be made into the conduct

of the officers, who served in Canada.

Resolved^ That a committee of five be appointed to

devise ways and means for effectually providing the

northern army with provisions and medicines, and sup-

plying their other necessary wants

:

The members chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Rush, Mr.

[Lyman] Hall, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. [Thomas]
Johnson and Mr. [Richard] Stockton.



September, 1776 813

Resolved^ That the Medical Committee be directed to

apply to the council of safety of Pensylvania, for a quan-

tity of medicines; to be repaid in kind or in cash, as they

shall chvise.

The Board of War brought in a farther report

:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Congress resumed the consideration of the instructions

to the agent, and the same being debated by paragraphs,

and amended, were agreed to.

Instructions to

Theee is delivered to you herewith a Plan of a Treaty

with his most Christian Majesty of France,^ approved of

in Congress, on the Part of the United States of America.

It is the wish of Congress that the Treaty should be

concluded; and you are hereby instructed to use every

Means in your Power for concluding it, exactly con-

formable to the Plan you have received.

If you shall find that to be impracticable, you are hereby

authorised to relax the Demands of the United States,

and to enlarge their Offers agreeably to the following

Directions

:

If his most Christian Majesty^ shall not consent that

the subjects [inhabitants] of the United States shall have
the Privileges proposed in the second Article, then the

United States ought not to give the Subjects of his most
Christian Majesty the Privileges proposed in the first

Ai-ticle ; but that the United States shall give to his most
Christian Majesty the same Privileges, Liberties, and
Immunities at least, and the like Favour in all Things
which any foreign Nation the most favoured shall have

;

provided, his most Christian Majesty shall give to the

United States the same Benefits, Privileges and Immuni-
• Inserted in the writing of John Hancock.
^ In the draft the letters A and B are used instead of names.
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ties which any the most favoured foreign Nation now has,

uses, or enjoys. And, in Case neither of these Propositions

of equal Advantages are [is] agreed to, then the whole of

the said Articles are to be rejected, without aboolutcly hnr ^

rieg rather than obstruct the further Progress of the
Treaty.

The third [fourth] Article must be insisted upon.

The sixth [seventh] Ai'ticle ought to be obtained, if

possible; but should be waived, rather than that the

Treaty should be interrupted by insisting upon it : His
most Christian Majesty agreeing, nevertheless, to use his

Interest and Influence to procure Passes from the States

mentioned in this Article for the Vessels of the United

States upon the Mediterranean.

The seventh [eighth] Article will probably be attended

with some Difficulty. If you find his most Christian

Majesty determined not to agree to it, you
postpon'd are empowed to add to it, any of the follow

ing Proposals Offers or two of them, or all

of them, if one or two of them should bo di iscovcrod to

be unsatisfactory

1. If A should undertake an Exi^cdition to recover what
she loat in the West Indies during the last War with G.

Britain the United States will, in that Exi^edition, supply

France viith Provisions if required, and will not supply

G. Britain with any.

2. The United States will agree to an exclusive Con
tract in Favour of A. during- the Term

postpon'd el Years, for Masts and Naval Stores, as

far as the}' can spare them.

3. The United States will not, upon a Peace with

Great Britain, grant to her Terms of Com
"greed mcrcc uiorc advantageous than those they

will grant to xi.
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as follows : [That the United States will nevei' be subject,

or acknowledge allegiance, or obedience, to the king,

crown, or parliament of Great Britain; nor grant to that

nation any exclusive trade; or any advantages, or privi-

leges in trade, more than to his most christian ma,]esty;

neither shall any treaty for terminating the present war
between the king of Great Britain and the United States,

or any war which may be declared by the king of Great

Britain against his most christian majesty, in consequence

of this treaty, take effect, until the expiration of eight

six calendar months after the negotiation for that purpose

shall have been duly notified, in the former instance by
the United States to his most christian majesty, and in

the other instance, by his most christian majesty to the

United States ; to the end that both these parties may be

included in the peace, if they think proper.]^

The eleventh and twelfth [twelfth and thirteenth]

Articles are to be waived, if you find that the Treaty will

be interrupted by insisting on it [them]

.

You will press the thirteenth [fourteenth] Article ; but

let not the Fate of the Treaty depend upon obtaining it.

If his most Christian Majesty should be unwilling to

agree to the fifteenth [sixteenth] and twenty sixth Arti

cles, you are directed to consent that the Goods and
Effects of Enemies, on Board the Ships and Vessels of

either Party, shall be liable to Seizure and Confiscation.

The twenty fifth Article is not to be insisted upon.

Ai3 the Scarcity of Armia, Artillciy, and other military

Storca ia go conisidorablc in the United Statca, You will

solicit the Court of France for on immediate Supply of

twenty or thu^ty thousand Muskets and Bayonets, and a

large Supply of Ammunition and brass Field Pieces, to be

' The sentences enclosed in brackets were an amendment in the writing of George

Wythe.

156tH—VOL 1
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sent under Convoy by France. The United States wiil

engage for the Payment of the Arms, Artillery and Am-
munition, and to indemnify France for the Expence of the

Convoy.

Engage a few good Engineers in the Service of the

United States.

It is highly probably that France means not to let the

United States sink in the present Contest. But as the

Difficulty of obtaining true Accounts of our Condition

may cause an Opinion to be entertained that we are able

to support the War on our own Strength and Resources

longer than, in fact, we can do, it will be proper for you

to press for the immediate and explicit declaration of

France in our Favour, upon a Suggestion that a Re -union

with Great Britain may be the Consequence of a delay.

Should Spain be disinclined to our Cause, from an

Apprehension of Danger to his Dominions in South

America, you are empowered to give the strongest

Assurances, that that Crown will receive no Molestation

from the United States, in the Possession of those Ter-

ritories.

You will transmit to us the most speedy and full Intel-

ligence of your Progress in this Business, and of any
other European Transactions that it may import us to

know.
[You are desired to get the best and earliest informa-

tion that you possibly can of any negotiations that the

Court of London may be carrying on for obtaining for-

eign mercenaries to be sent against these States the next

Campaign ; and if any such design is in agitation, you will

endeavor to prevail with the Court of France to exert its

influence in the most effectual manner to prevent the

execution of such designs.
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[If the Court of Fi'nnoc cannot bo pi'cvailod on to

engage in the War with Great ' Britain for any oousidci' -

ationa already propoBocl in this Treaty, yon are hereby

authorized to agree aa a further inducement, that these

United States will wage the war in union with France not

make peace with Great Britain until the latter France

shall gain the posaeasion of thoae Islands in the West
Indies fonnc ' rly called Nieutral, and which by the Treaty

of Parin were ceded to G. Britain: provided France shall

make the conquest of theae Islands an early object of the

War and prosecute the same with sufficient force.

[You are desired to obtain, as early as possible, a pub-
lick acknowledgment of the Independency of these States

on the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain, by the

Court of France.]^

In conducting this important Business, the Congress

have the greatest Confidence in your Address, Abilities,

Vigilance, and Attachment to the Interests of the United
States; and wish you every Success.^

Resolved., That the committee of Secret Correspondence
be directed to lay before Congress to Morrow morning,
the intelligence they have lately received from abroad.

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned for appoint-

ing an agent, or agents, to transact foreign the business

of the United States at the Court of France.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

• The paragraphs in brackets were amendments by Richard Henry Lee.
* The original, in the writing of James Wilson, with the amendments as just noted,

is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 47, folio 157. It bears an endorsement:
"Report of the Com'"' on Instructions, bro't in Sept-' 10, 1776."
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1776

Two letters from General Lee ; one to the president of

the 24 of August, the other to the Board of War of the

27th of the same month, both dated from Savannah, being

received, were read.

The Committee on the Treasmy reported, that there is

due,

To John Bates, for 212 camp kettles delivered to Gus-
tavus Risberg, adjutant [assistant] to the deputy quarter

master general, two hundred and eighty two dollars and

60/90 of a dollar.

To Melchior Meng, for waggon hire, carrying money
to Albany, with expences, going and returning, one hun-

dred and seventeen dollars and 7/90 of a dollar.

To Samuel Johnson, for 1,047 meals supplied the

militia on their march to New Jersey, 104 63/90 dollars

:

To John Kerlin, for entertaining militia on their march
to New Jersey, 55 27/90 dollars

:

To Messrs. St. Luke la Corn, Major Campbell and
Captain Frazier, prisoners from Canada, for their allow-

ance of two dollars per week each, and for their three

servants at one dollar per week each, from the 8th of

July to the 23d of September, 1776, inclusive, being 11

weeks, 90 dollars.

To Peter Mathers, for entertaining militia on their

march to New Jersey, 32 72/90 dollars.

To Samuel Pews, for supplying the militia with 269

meals of victuals, on their march to New Jersey, 26 81/90

dollars

:

To Francis Lee, for the hire of a stage coach, agree-

able to a certificate of Richard Peters, Esq. to convey

General Prescot and General M'Donald, with theu' g-uard,

26 60/90 dollars.
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To Jacob Henkles, for supplying troops with pro-

visions, on their march to New Jersey, 215 52/90 dollars

:

To Robert Tolbert, 18 18/90 dollars, and to Joseph

M'Kellup, 45 18/90 dollars, for entertaining troops on

their march to New Jersey, both sums amounting to

63 36/90 dollars, to be paid to the said Joseph M'Kellup

:

To Colonel Allen M'Donald of Kingsborough, and his

son Alexander M'Donald, for their allowance of two dol-

lars per week for 21 weeks, and for their servants' allow-

ance, 21 weeks, at one dollar per week, settled to the 17

September, 105 dollars

:

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Resolved, That an order for 40 dollars be drawn on the

treasurer in favour of Mons. P. Govert, as captain lieu-

tenant of artillery; the same being two months' pay

advance, for which he is to be accountable.

A letter from General Washington, enclosing a letter

from Brigadier General Greene, and a return of the Army,
was laid before Congress, and read.^

Resolved, That the captains, or commanding officers of

the companies of the militia of Pensylvania, make up the

pay rolls of such companies as have been regularly dis-

charged from the camp, in New Jersey, from the time of

their being last paid, with the addition of a day to each

man, for every twenty miles between the camp and his

respective place of abode ; for which an allowance of one

penny per mile is to be made, without rations or subsist-

ence. The sums due on the said rolls to be attested by

the oaths or affirmations of the respective captains or

commanding officers, and certifyed by one of their field

officers. And the pay master in Philadelphia is hereby

directed to discharge the said rolls, on certificates being

' This letter, with enclosure, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III,

folio 23.



820 Journals of Congress

produced from the commissary of stores at the flying

camp, and in this city, of the re -delivery of such of the

pubHc stores as have been received by the companies

aforesaid, or the regiments to v^hich they respectively

belong, or upon deducting the amount thereof from the

pay of those v^rho have not returned them:^

That the captains or commanding officers of such of the

said militia, as are not yet returned from the camp, be

directed, when discharged, to procure from the command-
ing officer of the camp, certificates of the sums due in

their respective rolls ; and in every other respect, the said

captains or commanding officers, and the pay master afore

-

said, are to observe the rules prescribed in the foregoing

resolve for payment of the said militia.'

Resolved^ That three gentlemen be appointed to audit

and settle the accounts of the Pensylvania militia

:

The ballots being taken, the following gentlemen were
chosen, viz. Mr. P. Chevalier, Mr. J. Wilcox and Mr.

James Mease.

The committee appointed to devise ways and means for

providing cloathing, and other necessaries, for the army,

brought in their report, which was taken into considera-

tion; Whereupon,
Resolved., That it be recommended to the general assem-

blies and conventions of the United States, to forward to

head quarters, the cloathing, blankets and necessaries,

which they may have provided in consequence of the

resolution of Congress of the 19th of June last, drawing
on the president for the cost and conveyance thereof ; in

which it is hoped the utmost diligence and expedition

will be used, that those who expose themselves to danger

in defending and protecting their fellow citizens, may
suffer as little as possible from inclement seasons :

^In the margin is writteu, "To be published."
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That a committee of Congress, consisting of one dele-

gate from each state, be appointed, with authority to

employ proper persons to purchase, in their respective

states, a sufficient number of blankets and woollens fit

for soldiers' cloaths, and that they take the most effectual

and speedy methods for getting such woollens made up,

and distributed among the regular continental army, in

such proportion as will best promote the public service

:

And that they also purchase all other necessary cloathing

for the soldiers, in such proportion, as they judge, upon

the best information, will be wanted; And that the said

committee be authorized to draw on the president of Con-

gi"ess, for the sums necessary to execute this business;

they to be accountable for the amount of their draughts

and disbursements

:

That Mr. Mease be directed to send immediately to

General Gates, all the white shirts, shoes and stockings,

he now has in his possession, and which are unappropri-

ated, for the use of the northern army ; and that he use

the utmost diligence in buying, collecting and getting

made, immediately, as many more of those articles as

possible, making weekly reports to Congress of what he

obtains

:

That General Schuyler or the commanding officer at

Albany, be desired to employ proper persons, immediately,

to make up into soldier's cloaths, the woollens mentioned

in General Schuyler's letter of the 29 of August last, and

transmit the same, without delay, to the general com-
manding the northern army, for the use of such of the

troops in that army, as have inlisted for three years, or

will inlist during the war.

Resolved, That the commissaries and quarter master

general, and deputy quarter masters general and their

assistants, in the several departments, be directed to apply
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to Mr. Mease for such articles of cloathiug, camp equi-

page, and other utensils, which they may want to purchase

in the state of Pensylvania for the use of the army.

Congress then proceeded to the appointment of the com-
mittee, when the following gentlemen were chosen, viz.

Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, Mr.
[William] Ellery, Mr. [William] Williams, Mr. [William]

Floyd, Mr. [Richard] Stockton, Mr. [George] Ross, Mr.
[Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. [William] Paca, Mr. [George]

Wythe, Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, Mr. [Arthur] Middleton,

and Mr. [Lyman] Hall.

Resolved, That Lieutenant Roger and Lieutenant Ball

be released from prison, on signing the like parole, as the

other officers, prisoners at York Town, in Pensylvania.

Resolved., That the committee to whom was entrusted

the care of publishing the journals of this house, be

empowered to collect from the several printers, such parts

of the said journals as they have printed, and lodge them
with Robert Aitken, for sale ; the several printers to be

paid out of the sales, in such manner as the committee

shall find just and equitable ; and that the said committee

make a publication of the journals as far as printed, as

soon as possible.

The committee appointed to devise ways and means for

providing the northern army with provisions, medicines

and other necessaries, brought in a report, which was
taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved, That a committee be immediately sent to

Ticonderoga; that they give orders that a number of

sheep, and a quantity of Indian meal, rice, oatmeal, and

molasses, be immediately sent to Lake George and Ticon-

deroga ; that they endeavour to contract for the provisions

for the northern army, by the ration, the particulars of

which to be valued, and any part not supplied, to be paid
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for in money by the contractor ; and that such contract be

made, as far as may be, agreeable to the mode recom-

mended by General Schuyler in his letter to Congress of

the 25th of August : that the committee consult with the

commanding officer in the northern department, and such

other of the general officers as may be thought proper, on

the best mode to re-inlist the army there, and to provide

Barracks and cloathing for the troops, and especially that

they engage the goods mentioned by General Schuyler,

and apply such of them as may be necessary for the

northern army:
That the committee be empowered to make regulations

for the hospitals in the northern department, and to re-

move or suspend any person employed therein, and to

employ such as they may think necessary and proper ; and
that they report to Congress the state and condition of the

army, and any further regulations which they may think

necessary, for the better government and supplying the

said army

:

That the committee consist of three two, and that to

Morrow be assigned for electing the said committee.

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board
of War: Whereupon,

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to purchase as

many tents, camp kettles, canteens, and other camp fur-

niture, and as much cloathing as he can possibly procure,

for the use of the army under the command of General

Washington

:

That Captain James Ross be appointed major in Colo-

nel Hand's regiment, and that the other vacancies in

that batallion be filled up as recommended by the colonel,

in manner following.

1st Lieutenant John Halliday to be captain, vice James
Ross, promoted

:
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2d Lieutenant William Wilson to be 1st lieutenant,

3d Lieutenant John Dougherty to be 2d lieutenant, and

Benjamin Lyon to be 3d lieutenant;

3d Lieutenant John Dick to be 2d lieutenant, vice Jacob

Zanch, resigned; and
Robert Cunningham to be third lieutenant, vice John

Dick:

That the vacancies in Colonel Ward's regiment of the

Massachusetts State be filled up in the manner recom-

mended by the colonel, viz.

Captain James Mellen, to be major; commission to be dated

from the time of doing duty, viz. - - - August 15, 1776

Captains, Ephraim Burr, ..... April 1, do.

Ebenezer Cleveland, .... July 12, do.

Nahum Ward, ..... Sept. 11, do.

First lieuts. Baxter Howe, ..... July 12, do.

Samuel Shelden, .... - Sept. 11, do.

2d lieuts. Jonathan Ohampeney, ... - July 12, do.

Samuel Clofflin, ..... Sept. 11, do.

Ensigns, Jonas Snow, ..... July 12, do.

Caleb Noble, July 20, do.

Joseph Freeland, .... Sept, 11, do.

Chaplain, Ebenezer Cleveland, .... Jan. 1, do.

Surgeon, Elihu Wright, . . . . . Aug. 1, do.

Do. mate, Israel Whiting, ..... July i^ do.

That Leonard Gansevoort, Jun^ be appointed pay master

to Colonel Van Schaick's regiment; raised in the atato of

Now York
That Richard Varick, late captain in Colonel M'Dougal's

regiment, which office he resigned, secretary to the honor-

able Major General Schuyler, be appointed deputy muster

master general to the northern army : and
That Major Henry Brockholst Livingston, aid de camp

to General Schuyler, be provided for by Congress in a

station equal to his merit, when a proper vacancy hap-

pens, he being recommended by the general as a very

deserving officer

:
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That the part of General Schuyler's letter, referred to

the Board of War, which relates to Indian affairs, be

referred to the committee for Indian affairs

:

That the commissary general be directed to procure

such quantities of salt, and to buy, cure, and lay up, in

proper places, such quantities of provisions as he shall

judge necessary for the next campaign

:

That the commissary general's letter relative to his

having drawn an order on Mr. president Hancock, in

favour of Colonel Lowry, for 60,000 dollars, be referred

to the Treasury Board :

That Monsieur Devourouy's petition be referred to the

Marine Committee

;

That the letter from his excellency Governor Liv-

ingston, of New Jersey, respecting the payment of

the militia, be referred to the Treasury Board:

That so much of General Arnold's letter to General

Schuyler, as relates to cloathing, be referred to the com-
mittee for providing cloaths for the army.

The committee appointed to settle the rank ||of the

captains and subalterns in|| of the German batallion,

brought in their report; Whereupon,
Resolved, That the rank of the captains be as follows

:

Daniel Burkhart, Philip Graybill, George Hubley,

Henry Fister, Jacob Bonner, George Keeports, Benjamin
Weiser, William Keyser, and David Woelpper.

First lieutenants, Frederick Rolwagen, John Lora,

Peter Boyer, Charles Baltzel, William Rice, Jacob Kotz,

Jacob Bower, Samuel Gerock, and Bernard Hubley.

Second lieutenants, George Hawbacker, Christian

Meyers, John Landenberger, Michael Bayer, George

Schaeffer, Adam Smith, Frederick Yeiser, William Bitter,

and Philip Schrawder.
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Ensigns, John Weidman, Martin Shugart, Christian

Helm, Jacob Crunimet, Jacob Cramer, Paul Christman,

Christopher Godfrey Swartz, and John Landenberger.

The Committee of Treasury farther reported that there

is due.

To John Pluckrose, for going express from Congi'ess to

Charleston, South Carolina, one hundred and thirty two

dollars

:

To the steward of the Pensylvania hospital, for board-

ing William Whiting, a wounded soldier, four weeks, by

order of Congress, 5 30/90 dollars

:

To Jacob Peterman, to be paid to John Ebert, for 83

meals of victuals supplied the troops of the flying camp,

on their march to New Jersey, 8 22/90 dollars :

To Gunning Bedford, Esq' for his pay and rations,

from the 17 June to 17 September, 1776, being three

months, 152 64/90 dollars.

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.

The said committee farther reported, that they have

considered the petition of Captain James Ross to Congress,

and are of opinion, that he should be credited with the

following sums charged in his account; he not having

received the accounts in time, to make the stoppages, viz.

For sundry articles supplied by Mr. Slough, amounting

to £182 10 5 11=486 65/90 dollars :|1

For drums, &c. by Simons & Henry, £6 9 6 ||=17 24/90

dollars:
II

For cash, by committee of Lancaster county, to a wag-
goner, £25 11=66 60/90 dollars :||

For part of an account of expenees of his company, on

their march to Cambridge, £6 14 ||= 17 78/90 dollars :||

The whole amounting to £220 13 11, equal to 588 47/90ths

dollars

:

Ordered, That the said sum be passed to his credit.
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The committee appointed to hear and determine upon
the appeal against the sentence of condemnation passed

upon the schooner Thistle, having reversed the decree,

Resolved, That a passport and safe conduct be granted

to Charles Roberts, master of the schooner Thistle, for

himself and the said schooner, for the space of 60 days.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1776

Agreeable to the order of the day. Congress proceeded

to the appointment of commissioners to the court of

France.

Resolved, That three be appointed.

The ballots being taken, Mr. [Benjamin] Franklin, Mr.
[Silas] Deane,and Mr. [Thomas] Jefferson, were elected.

Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to pre-

pare the draught of letters of credence to the above gen-

tlemen, and that the said committee report the ways and
means of providing for their subsistance.

The members chosen Mr [Robert] Morris, Mr. R[ich-

ard] H[enry] Lee, Mr [George] Wythe, and Mr. J[ohn]
Adams.

Resolved, That secresy shall be observed until the far-

ther Order of Congress; and that until permission be

obtained from Congress to disclose the particulars of this

business, no member be permitted to say any thing more
upon this subject, than that Congress have taken such

steps as they judged necessary for the purpose of obtain-

ing foreign Alliance.

Resolved, That an express be sent to Mr. Jefferson to

inform him of his appointment, and that a copy of the

resolve for secresy be at the same time transmitted to
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him, and that he be requested to inform the president at

what time and place the vessel shall meet him.

Congress proceeded to the election of a committee to go

to Ticonderoga; and the hallota Ijcing taken,

Resolved, That the members be two.

The members chosen, Mr. [Richard] Stockton and Mr.
[George] Clymer.

Resolved, That the committee now appointed be directed

to draw up, and report to Congress, a set of instructions

for the commissioners, relative to their entering into

treaties or negotiations with other foreign states in

Europe.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to de-

liver to Lieutenant Pendleton, 8 lb. of powder, for the

use of his company.
The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due.

To Jacob Shizens, for half ferriages of the militia and
their baggage over Neshaminy ferry, 17 40/90 dollars

:

To James M'Cree, for boarding nine men of Captain

Grier's company 18 days, at the rate of 10/ ||=1 dollar

and ^dll per week, 30 77/90 dollars:

To John Teney, for supplying the militia with 201

meals of victuals on their march to New Jersey, 20 9/90

dollars; and to Philip Upright, for supplying them with

996 meals, 99 54/90 dollars, both sums making 119 63/90

dollars, to be paid to Adam Kimmel

:

To John White Swift, for two receipts of Brigadier

General W ooster, one dated 17th January, for 240 dollars,

and the other 8 March, for 25 half Johannes, with inter-

est allowed thereon, being six months, 18 days, at 6 per

cent, amounts to 206 54/90 dollars, both sums making
446 dollars and 54/90 of a dollar

:

To John Shultz, for boarding and lodging sundry con-

tinental troops, £75 12 6 ||=201 60/90 dollars ;|1 and, for
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boarding and nursing sundry sick troops, £11 1 7 ||=29

40/90 dollars,
II
both sums making £86 14 1 equal to 231

dollars and 19/90 of a dollar

:

To Captain Philip Graybill, of the German batallion

the balance of his account for arms, accoutrements, &c
for the use of his company, and for provisions supplied

them on their march from Maryland to Philadelphia

1,168 5/90 dollars, agreeable to the following sketch, viz

Amount of provisions account £274. 13. 5 ||732|J

Of which he rec"*

Of the Council of Safety of Annapolis XIOO. 0. ||266|g dollars

Of Col: Strieker 122. 12. 6 i|327

Of Major Veltner 37.10. ||100

260. 2. 6

ballance 14. 10. 11 \\Z%U

Amount of arms Accoutrements blankets &c 423. 9. 6 ||l,129fj

Amounting in the whole to 438. 0. 5 equal to 1,168 5/90 dollars.

\\ Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.||

Resolved, That the committee appointed to superintend

the publication of the journals, be empowered and in-

structed to employ Robert Aitkin, to reprint the said

journals from the beginning, with all possible expedition,

and continue to print the same : And that this house will

purchase of him 500 copies of the said journals when
reprinted; and further, that he be directed to purchase,

on reasonable terms, such parts of the journals as Mr.
Bradford, and Cist & Co. have printed, and not yet pub-
lished, to be paid for by the Congress.^

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to pro-

cure, as soon as possible, an exchange of the officers and

' In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, IV, folio 143, is an undated motion,

in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, as follows: "That the president and Council of

Pennsylvania be desired to excuse from the Service of the Militia of the said State,

five of the Journeymen or Apprentices of Mr. [Robert] Aitken, upon their producing

Certificates from the Committee of Congress appointed to superintend the printing

of the Journals, that they are actually employed in this Service." It is indorsed

"Ordered to lie."
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soldiers taken on Long Island, for the same number of

British officers and privates, now prisoners to the United

States.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1776

Two letters from General Washington, of the 24 and
25th, with sundry papers enclosed;

A letter, of the 20th from the convention of New York

;

A letter, of the 22d, from Jos. Trumbull;

A letter, of the 25th, from Colonel John Shee, enclosing

his commission; And a letter, of the 25, from Jon. B.

Smith, requesting leave to resign his commission || office

of deputy muster master general, || were laid before Con-
gi'ess, and read.^

Resolved^ That the letters from General Washington,

with the papers enclosed, be referred to a committee of

five.

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. [Fran-

cis] Hopkinson, Mr. [Edward] Rutledge, Mr. J[ohn]

Adams, and Mr. [Thomas] Stone.

Resolved^ That the sum of one hundred thousand dol-

lars be advanced to the delegates of New York, for the

use of that state, which is to be accountable.

Resolved, That the resignation of Colonel J. Shee and
Jonathan B. Smith be accepted.

' These lettera of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

III, fohos 29 and 45. That of the 24th is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford),

IV, 438. The letter from the New York Convention is in No. 67, I, folio 298. That

of Trumbull is in No. 78, XXII, folio 137. That of John Shee is in No. 78, XX, folio

59, and that of Jonathan Bayard Smith is in the same volume, folio 63.
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Certain resolutions of the convention of New York, of

the 20th, were laid before Congress, and read.^

Resolved, That they be referred to a committee of three.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr.
[Edward] Rutledge, and Mr. [William] Hooper.

Resolved, That George M'Cabe, in Captain Douglas's

company in the flying camp, be sent to Philadelphia, his

service being necessary to the Marine Committee.
Ordered, That the Secret Committee be directed to

deliver to the Board of War, the care and custody of all

arms, ammunition, and other warlike stores, now under
theu" care, or that may hereafter be imported or pur-

chased by them for account of the United States of

America.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to

pursue such measures, as they judge proper and effectual,

to import a suflScicnt quantity of salt for the uao of the

na>'y^. as much salt as x:»ossible.

A petition from Wm.M'Cuewas presented to Congress

and read.

Resolved, It be referred to the Board of War.
A petition from Hamilton Young, of New York, was

presented to Congi-ess and read, praying that he may have
leave to return to Long Island, to take care of his books

and eifects:

Resolved, That the prayer of the said petition be

granted.

Congi'ess being informed that a number of men belong-

ing to three of the Pensylvania batallions, have deserted

from the army; Thereupon,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the convention of

Pensylvania, to take the most effectual measures to com-

' These resolutions are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 67, I, folio 298.

They relate to Schuyler.
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pel such of their troops, as have come off from the camp
on New York island, immediately to return to that place;

That they enquire who were the ringleaders of the

mutiny, and have them sent back, under guard, for tryal;

And that the convention, if they think necessary, have
the assistance of the German batallion, to enable them
to carry this resolve into execution. And the convention

are desired to use all proper means to furnish their troops

with cloathing and blankets.

The said convention are further desired, to cause all

deserters from their troops to be immediately appre-

hended, and sent back to General Washington's head
quarters.

The Marine Committee, towhom was referred the peti-

tion of Francis Guillot, brought in their report, which
was taken into consideration; Whereupon,

Resolved^ That Francis Guillot be permitted to fit out

and arm a privateer, under the colours of the United
States, and that he be permitted to equip and arm the

said vessel in such place as he thinks he can do it at

the smallest expence; he giving the usual securities in

such cases directed by Congress.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1776

A memorial from Gunning Bedford, muster master
general, was laid before Congress, and read:^

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Board of War, to whom was referred the petition

of William M'Cue, brought in their report; Whereupon,

'This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 111.
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Resolved, As Congress have empowered the several

states to provide for such soldiers as may be disabled in

the service of the Continent, that the petition of William

M'Cue be referred to the commonwealth of Virginia.

The committee appointed to prepare letters of credence,

&c, brought in their report which being taken into con-

sideration, and amended, part thereof was postponed the

rest was agreed to the letters of credence being read and
amended were agreed to.

The delegates of the United States of New Hampshire, Massachu-

setts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-

vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,

and Georgia, to all who shall see these presents, send greeting.

Whereas a trade upon equal terms between the subjects of his most

christian majesty the king of France, and the people of these states,

will be beneficial to both nations—Know j^e therefore, that we, con-

fiding in the prudence and integrity of [Here were inserted the names

of Franklin, Deane and Lee] have appointed and deputed, and by these

presents do appoint and depute them the said [names] our commission-

ers, giving and granting to them the said [names] or any two of them,

and in case of the death, absence, or disability of any two, to any one

of them, full power to communicate, treat, agree and conclude with his

most christian majestj', the king of France, or with such person or

persons as shall by him be for that purpose authorized, of and upon

a true and sincere friendship, and a firm, inviolable, and universal

peace, for the defence, protection and safety of the navigation and

mutual commerce of the subjects of his most christian majesty and the

people of the United States; and to do all other things, which may con-

duce to those desirable ends; and promising in good faith to ratify

whatsoever our said commissioners shall transact in the premises.

Done in Congress, at Philadelphia, the thirtieth day of Sep-

tember, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred

and seventy six. In testimony whereof, the President, by
order of the said Congress, hath hereunto subscribed his name,

and afiixed his seal.

Resolved, That the Commissioners should live in such

stile and manner at the court of France, as they may find
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suitable and necessary to support the dignity of their

public character, keeping an account of their expences,

which shall be reimbursed by the Congress of the United

States of America.

That besides the actual expences of the commissioners,

a handsome allowance be made to each of them as a com -

pensation for their time, trouble, risque and services.

That the Secretary of the Embassy be allowed a Salary

of one thousand pounds sterling per annum, with the

expences of his passage out and home.
That the Secret Committee be directed to export prod-

uce, or remit bills, until they make an effectual lodgment
in France of 10,000 sterling, siibject to the orders of the

said commissioners for their present support, and report

to Congress when it is effected, in order that Congress

may then consider what farther remittances to order for

this purpose.

Resolved^ That the farther consideration of the report

be postponed.

Resolved^ That 100,000 dollars be advanced to the state

of Pensylvania, which is to be accountable.

Resolved^ That Mr. Mease be directed to supply Captain

Doyle with money sufficient to purchase riffles and
blankets for his company.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1776

Two letters, from Greneral Washington, of the 27 and 28

;

One from Governor Trumbull, of the 22d, were laid

before Congress, and read:^

' The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congrens, No. 152,

III, folios 59 and 67. That of the 28th is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford),

IV, 454. That of Governor Trumbull is in No. 66, I, foUo 229.
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A letter from Robert Franklin was also read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.

A petition from J. Rowe and others, ||owners of goods

on board the ship Elizabeth, which was taken by captains

John Manly, Daniel Waters and John Ayres, commanders
of the three armed vessels Hancock, Lee and Lynch, and
libelled in the court maritime for the state of New Hamp-
shire, and, by the sentence of the said court, acquitted;

against which sentence, an appeal has been entered, || was
presented to Congress and read, Upraying that the said

appeal may be heard and determined ;|| Whereupon,
Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, with

full powers to hear and determine on the appeal brought

against the sentence passed on the libel against the ship

Elizabeth.

The membei-s chosen, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, Mr.
[Samuel] Huntington, Mr. [Thomas] Stone, Mr. [George]

Wythe and Mr. [James] Smith.

A letter from B. Flower, commissary of military stores,

directed to the Board of War, was laid before Congress,

and read.

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered and
directed, on the i-equisition of the general, or commanding
officers in the several depai'tments, to send such articles

of military stores and other necessaries, which they may
have in their possession, or can procure.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order

the three Virginia batallions, now on their march to New
York, to be lodged in the barracks at Wilmington ; there

to remain till farther orders.

Resolved, That the sum of 5,000 pounds, equal to

13,333 l/3d dollars be advanced to Messrs. Hughes, in

part payment for the cannon they have contracted to

make for the Continent; they to be accountable.
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Resolved, That a member be added to the Committee on
the Treasmy:
The member chosen, Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson.
A petition from Mons. De Boy, and one from Ja. Val-

lier [La Valliere], were presented to Congi'ess and read.

Resolved., That they be referred to the Board of War.^

A petition from Jacob Sheafe, and a petition from
Colonel M. Hazen, were presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the petition from Colonel Hazen be
referred to the Canada committee.

The committee, to whom were referred the letters from
General Washington, of the 24 and 25 of this instant,

September, and the papers enclosed therein, brought in

their report, which was taken into consideration;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Washington be directed to call

upon such of the members of the court martial, as sat

upon the trial, and concurred in the acquittal of Ensign
Macumber, to assign their reasons for their first judg-

ment; that those reasons, together with the names of

such of the said members, who were for the acquittal, be
returned to Congress

:

That Mr. M'Donald, having a commission of brigadier

general from Governor Martin, be not exchanged for any
officer under the rank of brigadier general in the service

either of the United States or of one of them

:

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the United

States, to appoint gentlemen in their respective states,

skilful in physic and surgery, to examine those who offer

to serve as surgeons or surgeons' mates in the army and
navy ; and that no surgeon or mate shall hereafter receive

a commission or warrant to act as such, in the army or

' The petition of Peter Francis De Boy is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,

No. 42, I, foho 95. That of La Valliere is in No. 42, VIII, folio 1. An earlier let>

ter from La Valliere, dated "Mole le 12 juilliet, 1776," is in No. 41, IX, folio 5.
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navy, who shall not produce a certificate from some or

one of the examiners so to be appointed, to prove that he

is qualified to execute the office

:

That all regimental surgeons and mates, as well as those

of the hospitals, be subject to the direction and controul

of the directors in the several departments

:

That no soldier be discharged from the service as dis-

abled, unless the certificate of disability be countersigned

by the director, assistant physician, or first surgeon of

the hospital, nor be excused from duty for sickness, un-

less the certificate of sickness be countersigned by one of

those persons, where access may be had to them.

Resolved, That the remainder of the said report be

postponed.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER i, 1776

Resolved, That the sum of G0,000 dollars be advanced to

Mr. James Mease, for the payment of the militia, and to

pay for the articles he is ordered to purchase ; he to be

accountable.

Whereas, a full representation in Congress of the sev-

eral United States, is highly necessary on business of much
importance to America; therefore,

Resolved, That the president be desired to write letters

to the conventions and assemblies of the respective states,

requesting that measiu'es be taken, to cause, as speedily

as possible, a full representation of the said states in

Congress.^

* "The Congress being at present deeply ,^ngaged in matters of the utmost impor-

tance to the welfare of America, have judged it absolutely necessary that there should

be a full representation of the several States as soon as possible. For this end I am
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Stephen Moylan, Esq' having resigned his office of

quarter master general of the continental army,

Resolved, That Brigadier General Mifflin be authorized

and requested to resume the said office, and that his rank

and pay, as brigadier, be still continued to him:^

That a committee of three four be appointed to confer

with Brigadier General Mifflin

:

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr.

[Roger] Sherman, Mr. J[ohn] Adams, and Mr. [Elbridge]

Gerry.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to pre-

pare, and bring in a plan, of a military Academy at the

army

:

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Hooper, Mr.
[Thomas] Lynch, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. [Wilham]
Williams and Mr. J[ohn] Adams.
The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1776

A letter, of the 30 September, from General Washing-
ton, with two papers enclosed, was laid before Congi-ess,

and read.^

to request, in obedience to their commands, you will immediately take proper meas-

ures to comply with the enclosed resolve, in order that the United States may be fully

represented in Congress, and the sentiments of America be the better known upon
those interesting subjects that lie before them I shall therefore only once more
request your compliance with this requisition of Congress; and have the honour to

be, gentlemen, your most obedient and very himible servant." John Hancock to ilie

Assembly of New Hampshire, 2 October, 1776. Force, Atiurican Archives, Fifth Series,

' '
' We have obtained Colonel Moylan's resignation, and General Mifflin comes again

into the ofl&ce of Quartermaster General." Elbridge Gerry to Horatio Gates, 27 Sep-

tember, 1776.

*This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 75.



October, 1776 839

Resolved, That William Shepard be promoted to the

rank of colonel of the regiment, whereof he is now lieu-

tenant colonel.

A letter from Colonel S. Moylan, of the 27, 1776.

One from General Gates, of 23 September.^

One from Colonel Wayne, 23d do.

One from Brigadier General Mercer, recommending

Colonel Humpton to the command of a regiment in the

new army, and Captain Dawson to a majority.

And a petition from Bartholomew Von Heer, was pre-

sented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of War.

A petition from John Bayard, Alexander Henderson

and Matthew Irwin, was presented to Congress, and read

;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to sell the

petitioners, 1,600 lb. of powder, and 800 lb. of lead, for

the use of their privateers. General Lee and Colonel Parry.

The committee appointed to confer with Brigadier Gen-
eral Mifflin, reported, that, upon the conference, they find

the following supplies will be necessary for the use and

comfort of the army, which ought to be procured as soon

as may be, viz. 200 waggons, with four horses each; 50

ox teams, with 2 oxen each, for sundry uses; 50 drays,

with one horse each, for various small services ; 100 strong

horses for the artillery, 50 horses, for expresses and com-
missary uses ; 25,000 bushels of Indian corn ; 15,000 bush-

els of oats ; 10,000 bushels of rye meal ; 10,000 bushels of

spelts; 1,800 tons of hay; 50 cutting boxes; 2,000 axes;

2,000 wheel and hand barrows; 8,000 cords of wood; a set

of carpenters' tools for each regiment; a waggon master,

and one deputy ; 20 conductors of waggons on captains'

'The letter from Gates is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 154, I, folio

101. That of Moylan ia in No. 78, XV, folio 101.
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pay, allowing 10 waggons for each conductor; 5 conduct-

ors for the artillery; 100 casks of nails and spikes; 10,000

knapsacks; 10,000 camp kettles; two million feet of

boards, planks and joists, for barracks, platforms, &c.

That a company of 50 blacksmiths should be imme-
diately sent to camp, 12 makers of harness and collars, and
25 wheelwrights.

Resolved, That for these various and necessary supplies,

300,000 dollars be fiu^nished to the quartermaster general

:

That one eighth part of a dollar, over and above their

soldiers' pay, be allowed to such persons as are necessarily

draughted for quarter masters' uses

:

That as 5,000 tents will be necessary for the spring cam-
paign, they be provided in due time:

That it be recommended to the several states, to make
legal provision to compel the furnishing of necessary sup-

plies and assistance to the quarter master general of the

continental army, on reasonable terms, for the public use.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to consider of

a plan for providing carriages for the public service, so as

any demand may be speedily complied with, and all op-

pression of private persons effectually prevented

:

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr.

[James] Smith, and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington.

Resolved, That Benjamin Fishbourne be appointed pay
master to the second Pensylvania batallion, commanded
by Colonel Wood.
A memorial from the committee of safety for the com-

monwealth of Pensylvania was presented to Congress,

and read

:

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the

Treasury, who are directed to repoi't thereon as soon as

possible.
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The Committee on the Treasury reported that there is

due,

To George Measam, on account of sundry articles sup-

plied the army in Canada, 90 47/90ths dollars :

Ordered, That the said account be paid.

The committee, to whom the resolutions from the con-

vention of New York, were referred, brought in a report;

Whereupon,
Resolved, That the president be desired to write to Gen-

eral Schuyler, and inform him, that the Congi-ess cannot

consent, during the present situation of their affairs, to

accept of his resignation, but request, that he continue

the command which he now holds; that he be assured,

that the aspertions, which his enemies have thrown out

against his character, have had no influence upon the

minds of the members of this house, who are fully satis-

fied of his attachment to the cause of freedom, and are

willing to bear their testimony of the many services which
he has rendered to his country; and that, in order effec-

tually to put calumny to silence, they will, at an early day,

appoint a committee of their body, to enquire fully into

his conduct, which, they trust, will establish his reputa-

tion in the opinion of all good men.
Resolved, That the limits prescribed in the parole of

John Foxcroft and Francis Dashwood, Esquires, be ex-

tended as far as the bounds of Pensylvania, within which
they are to confine themselves, till farther orders.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1776

On application from the council of safety of North
Carolina,

Resolved, That Michael Holt, a prisoner in the gaol in

Philadelphia, be discharged from his imprisonment, that

he may return to his family; he taking the oath pre-

scribed by the said council of safety.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed immediately

to purchase one hundred hogsheads of rum, and forward

the same to the commissary general, for the use of the

army.

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken

into consideration ; Whereupon,
Resolved, That General Mercer's letter, ||which was

received and read yesterday, || recommending Colonel

Humpton and Captain Dawson for promotion, be referred

to the council of safety of Pensylvauia

:

That Captain Persifor Frazer be commissioned as

major of Colonel Wayne's Pensylvania batallion, in the

room of Major Haussegger, promoted.

The committee appointed to repair to the camp, being

returned, brought in their report, which was read:

The Committee, appointed to enquire into the state of j" Army at

N. York and y" best Means of Supplying its Wants, beg Leave, to

report; that having left this City y" 21st Ulto, they arrived at y" Camp
y"" 2ith, and after three Days Conference with y* General officers and
an Interview with many of y" Staft", they found y" following to be a

State of Facts:

That the Number of Men of which the Army then consisted, includ-

ing non Commission officers and 3,649 Men taken from y"* flying Camp,
was 25,376; of which 16,905 were fit for Duty, 1,543 on Command,
and y" Residue Sick or absent.

That of the efl'ective Troops, about 4,500 were at different posts on
y" Jersey Shore, at and between Fort Constitution and Bergen, y"

others on y^ Heights of Harlem and Kiugsbridge.
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That it was necessary in y* Opinion of y° General OiScers to rein-

foi-ce y" Army aforesd w* 15,000 Men, and to compleat y" Levies

for y" iiying- Camp agreable to y" former Orders of Congress, by

which Means it would consist of about 11,500 Men.

That as part of y*" 15,000 Men, it was found that y" Militia on their

March from y" Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut, and continental

Troops from Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Virginia and N. Carolina,

with Colo. Durcky's Regiment then at Bergen, and not included in y"

Returns, would amount to upwards of 11,000 Men.

That some of y" Troops in Camp were badly officer'd and not sub-

ject to that Command which good Troops ought ever to be.

That y" Articles of War and General Orders were frequently trans-

gressed, and y* Commander in chief had ye Mortification to see, that

some of his oificers, on whom he ought to have depended for sup-

pressing disorderly Behaviour, encouraged y' Soldiers by their own
Examples to plunder and commit other ofl'ences, or studiously endeav-

oured to excuse them from just punishment by partial Tryals.

That y" Army was well supplyed with provisions excepting Vege-

tables w"" were not then to be procured, and that y" Comm'y General

was in want of salt.

That y" Sick have been greatly neglected, and Numbers to y" great

prejudice of y" Service have dyed from Want of Necessaries and

Attendance; each Regiment has been hitherto furnished with an Hos-

pital under y" Care of y" regimental Surgeon, in Consequence of

which, on a Removal of y" Army, y" numerous Sick of all y" said

Hospitals, have been suddenly delivered to y* Director General, who
not being provided wth a General Hospital or Surgeons and Nurses

sufficient for y" purpose, has not been able to prevent y* Evils com-

plained of; added to this y" Adjutants have frequently neglected to

make Returns to y" Director and Commissary General, of y" Sick in

their respective regiments, without which they could not receive y"

Amount of their Rations agreeable to Order of Congress in Necessa-

ries provided by y" Director.

That in y" Department of y° Colonel of Artillery and Commissary of

military Stores 10 Tons musket and rifle Powder, 20 Tons buck Shot,

200,000 Flints, 18 brass Field peices, 6 pounders, and 18 three pound-

ers, 1,000 yds. fine white Flannel and a Quan^ of Tin were wanted.

Y" Number of Conductors now employed are insufficient, and y" Army
is found to be an improper place for y" principal Laboratory of y"

Continent.
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That y" military Chest has been too frequently unsupplied with

Money, which ought to be remedied in future; but that at present y"

paymaster has a Sum fully equal to y" Generals Wishes.

That Cloathing and Blankets are greatly wanted, and a Supply has

been neglected, as well from y" Want of a proper Officer to superin-

tend y" Business, as from y" Scarcity of these Articles:

That military Discipline has been omitted in Consequence of y"

Unskilfulness of many of y" Regimental officers, and y" Want of a

proper officer detached from other Services to instruct them therein.

To remedy these Inconveniences y' Committee beg Leave to report

y* following Resolutions:'

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That Charles Startin be permitted, with his

wife and family, to return to England from any of the

United States he thinks proper, except New York.

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due,

To Martin Housman, for the hire of his waggon and
ferriages, with Generals Prescot and M'Donald's baggage

to Newark, forty three dollars.

To George Campbell, for his and Mr. Caldwell's and
Mr. Tod's expences, as an escort to money from Phila-

delphia to Albany, 189 67/90ths dollars

:

To John Sparhawk, for quills, &c. for the use of the

Treasury Office, 27 84/90ths dollars

:

^This is the preamble to the report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, in the

Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 21, folio 5. The -paragraphs of the report,

including such as were not adopted, will be found under October 8 and 9, post. With
this report was presented a letter, signed by Henry Knox giWng "Hints for the

improvement of the artillery." It is in the same volume, folio 29.

' "The committee who were appointed to inspect the state of the army, etc., at

Harlem, have returned, and represented things in a more favorable light than we
had used to view them. Blethods are taking that the army shall be better disci-

plined and provided in every respect than it hath been. Although we have some

good officers in some of the principal departments, yet in others there is great want

of skill and abilities. The Quartermaster General, Moylan, was persuaded by the

committee to resign, and Brigadier General IMifBin to accept that office, with the

rank and pay of Brigadier General. This appointment will give great satisfaction to

the army, for General Mifflin is not only well acquainted with the business of the

office, but he hath spirit and activity to execute it in a proper manner." Willinm

Ellery to Governor Cooke, 5 October, 1776. Rhode Island in the Continental Congress, 89.
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To Luclwick Karcher, a balance of three thousand one

hundred and fifty dollars and 36/90ths dollars ; the whole

of his account amounting to 8,483 66/90ths dollars; of

which he has received 5,333 30/90ths dollars
;
||the balance

is3,150 36/90ths:||

Ordered, That the above sums be paid.

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board

of Treasury, on the ways and means for raising a farther

sum of money; Wherei;pon,

Resolved, That five millions of continental dollars be

immediately borrowed for the use of the United States of

America, at the annual interest of four per cent. ||per

annum:
II

That the faith of the United States be pledged to the

Lenders for the payment of the sums to be borrowed, and

the interest arising thereon, and that certificates be given

to the lenders in the form following

:

The United States of America acknowledge the receipt of

dollars from , which they promise to pay to the said

, or bearer, on the day of , with interest annually,

at the rate of four per cent, per annum, agreeable to a resolution of

the United States, passed the third day of October, 1776. Witness

the hand of the treasurer, this day of , A. D.

"Countersigned" by the commissioners of one of the

loan offices hereafter mentioned.

That for the convenience of the lenders, a loan office

be established in each of the United States, and a commis-

sioner, to superintend such office, be appointed by the

said states respectively, which are to be responsible for

the faithful discharge of their duty in the said offices

:

That the business of the said commissioners shall be to

deliver certificates for all such sums of money, as shall

be brought into their respective offices, agreeable to these

resolutions, which certificates shall be indented and the

checks kept in the said office, to keep books, in which
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regular entries shall be made of the sums borrowed, and
the time when, and the names of the persons by whom
the said sums were lent, to transmit to the continental

treasurer, once a month, an account of the cash in theu-

respective offices, and to answer all draughts of the treas-

urer to the amount of the cash, which they shall, at any
time, have in their hands, as aforesaid:

That the treasurer of the United States shall send to

the respective loan offices, such a number of certificates

and of such denominations as shall be ordered by the

commissioners of the treasury

:

That no certificate be issued for a less sum than 300

dollars

:

That the several sums of money to be borrowed, shall

be repaid at the office where the same was lent, at the

expiration of three years, and that the annual interest

shall be likewise paid at the said office

:

That the said commissioners of the respective loan

offices be entitled to receive of the United States, one

eighth per cent, on all monies which shall be brought

into their respective loan offices, in lieu of all claims and
demands, that they may have for transacting the business

of their said office.^

Resolved., That the Secret Committee be empowered to

take such measures, as they shall judge necessary, for

purchasing, arming and equipping, a frigate and two
cutters, in Europe, and to give proper orders for the said

frigate making a cruize in the British channel against our

enemies, and for the said cutters to be employed in trans-

porting to these states, such articles, as the said Com-
mittee have been ordered to import.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned.

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
' Printed in the Pennsylcania Gazette, 16 October, 1776.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1776

A petition from the officers and men of the brig Andrew
Doria was presented to Congress and read; Whereupon,

Resolved, That the continental agents in Philadelphia be

directed, with all despatch, to make an estimate of all the

prizes taken by the Andrew Doria, or to a share of which
she is entitled, and lay the same before the Marine Com-
mittee for their approbation ; which being obtained, that

the said agents be directed to pay to the officers and men
of the Andrew Doria, one half of what may be estimated

to be due to them

:

That the said agents be farther dii-ected to make an

estimate of the stores and prizes taken by the fleet, com-
manded by Commodore Hopkins, and brought from
Providence, and lay the same before the Marine Com-
mittee for approbation, as aforesaid, and pay to the

officers and men entitled thereto, one half of what may
be estimated to be due to them.

A letter of the 2d and 3d, from General Washington;

Two letters, of the 25 and 26 September, from General

Schuyler, Hbeing received, were read. ||^

Congress took into consideration the report of the com-
mittee sent to head quarters ; and, after debate, the farther

consideration thereof was postponed.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.

' The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congre/is, No. 152, III,

folio 87. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 461. The letters from

Schuyler are m No. 153, II, folios 382, 415.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1776

Sundry letters were laid before Congress, and read.

One, of the 23d of September, from James Bowdoin,
with a copy of resolutions passed by the general assembly

of Massachusetts bay

;

One from Governor Livingston, of the 3d October; and
One from the Committee of Safety of New Hampshire,

dated 24 September/
Resolved, That the letters from Oeneral Washington

and General Schuyler, with the papers enclosed, which
were read yesterday, be referred to the Board of War

:

That the letter from Mr. Bowdoin be referred to the

Marine Committee

:

That the letter from Governor Livingston be referred

to a committee of three, and that the said committee be

directed to take into consideration the case of the pris-

oners in the gaol of Philadelphia.

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Lynch, Mr.
[George] Ross, and Mr. [William] Floyd.

Resolved 1 That the petition of Jacob Sheafe be referred

to the commissioners appointed to hear and determine
upon the appeal in the case of the Elizabeth:

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to sell to

Joseph Golden, 10 lb. of powder.

Resolved, That R. Peters, Esq. be empowered to pros-

ecute the appeal in the case of the Elizabeth.

Resolved, That five months' pay be advanced to the

officers and three month's pay to the men who were taken

prisoners in Canada, and sent to these United States by
General Carleton.

^ The letter from James Bowdoin is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No.

65, I, folio 113. The resolution was dated September 18th. That from William
Livingston is in No. 68, folio 223.
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Resolved, That the report of the Board of War, which
was brought in the 14 of September, be taken into consid-

eration on Monday next ; and
That the Board of War, be du-ected to bring and lay

before Congress, the papers relative to the dispute between
the court martial and General Arnold.

Resolved, That the continental agents be directed to

deliver to the commissary general, for the use of the

army, all the salt in their hands belonging to the Con-
tinent.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1776

Resolved, That the sum of 8,000 dollars be advanced to

the committee of Lancaster, to defray the expences of

enclosing the barracks in that borough with a stockade,

and to pay and subsist the guard; the said committee

to be accountable.

Congress proceeded to the eloction of a deputy muster
master general for the flying camp, in the room of Jona-
than B. Smith; when, the ballots being taken,

William Davies was elected.

A letter, from Brigadier General [James] Moore, of the

19 September, and
A letter from John Hanson, dated St. Croix, 14

August, were laid befoi-e Congress, and read:^

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies

and conventions of the United States, respectively, to

' General Moore's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XV,
folio 93. That of John Hanson is in No. 78, XI, folio 75.
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annex such penalties, by law, to the crime of counterfeit-

ing the bills or notes of the continental loan office, as

are or shall be annexed to the crime of counterfeiting the

continental currency.

Ordered, That the resolutions for borrowing five mil-

lions of dollars, together with the above resolve, be pub-
lished; and copies thereof sent to each of the United
States, and that the respective states be desu-ed to send to

the committee of the continental treasury, the names of

the commissioners by them appointed in consequence of

the said resolutions/

A petition from James Browne, a prisoner, was laid

before Congress, and read, praying for leave to return to

Ireland, the place of his nativity:

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted.

General Lee having informed Congress of his arrival in

Philadelphia, and that he waited their orders

:

Ordered, That General Lee be desired to attend in

Congress.

Resolved, That a commissary of prisoners of war be

appointed in each of the United States

:

That the said commissaries be directed to make monthly
returns of the state and condition of the prisoners, under
their respective care, to the Board of War :

That the said commissaries be appointed by the respec-

tive states.

Agreeable to order. General Lee attended ; and having

given an account of the state of affairs in the southern

department, he withdrew.

The Secret Committee having informed Congress, that

they had chartered and loaded in Virginia, the Aurora,

late the prize ship called the Oxford, for account of the

continent

:

' Printed in the Pennsylvania Qazettc, 16 October, 1776.
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Resolved., That the president write to the governor and
council of Virginia, and request them to give all the

assistance in their povf'er, in manning and despatching

the said ship.

Resolved., That Matthias Hite, a first lieutenant of the

eighth Vu'ginia batallion, have a continental commission,

in lieu of that which he received from the committee of

safety ||of that state
||

; and that his commission bear date

the 19 February last.

Resolved., That General Lee be directed to repair to the

camp on the heights of Harlem, with leave, if he thinks it

proper, to visit the posts in New Jersey.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

application of the president of South Carolina, in behalf

of General Lee, reported.

That this Congress, having a just opinion of the abilities of General

Lee, applied to him to accept a command in their service, which he

readilj' agreed to, provided the Congress would indemnify him against

any loss, which he might sustain in consequence thereof, he having,

at that time, a considerable sum of money due to him by persons in

the kingdom of Great Britain, which he was resolved to draw from

thence as soon as possible. That the Congress unanimously concurred

in his proposal: That General Lee accordingly entered into their serv-

ice; that he has since drawn bills upon his agent in England, which

bills have been returned protested. That General Lee, having pur-

chased an estate in Virginia, the purchase money for which has been

long due, is likely to sustain, by means of the protested bills, many
injuries, unless this house prevent the same by an advance of thirty

thousand dollars: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the sum of 30,000 dollars be advanced

to General Lee, upon his giving bond to the treasurer to

account for the same, and taking such steps, in conjunc-

tion with Robert Morris, Esq' on behalf of the Congress,

as will secure the most effectual transfer of his estate in

England, to reimburse the Congress for the advance now
made to him.



852 Journals of Congress

Resolved., That the committee, who brought in the fore-

going report, be directed to prepare a suitable bond.

Congress took into consideration the report of the

Board of War of the 4th instant : Whereupon,
Resolved, That Monsieur Pierre Francois de Bois be

commissioned as a major by brevet, and sent to General
Mercer, to be employed in such way as he shall think

proper

:

That Mr. Bartholomew Von Heer's account be referred

to the Board of Treasury.

The committee appointed to enquire into the causes of

the miscarriages in Canada, brought in a report

:

The Committee appointed to enquire into the causes of the Miscar-

riages in Canada having-, pursuant to the directions of Congress,

enquired how certain Goods taken from John Bernard and
[ ]

Wadden ' of Montreal were disposed of, Keport, That upon examining
several Witnesses and papers it appears, that about the middle of the

month of March last, The Said Bernard and Wadding sent from
Montreal, twenty nine Sleighs, laden with goods to be carried to the

Indian Country, contrary to the orders of the Commanding officer, in

Canada; that said Sleighs were pursued by order of General Wooster,
and seven of them taken and brought back, and the goods contained

in them, delivered to the keepers of stores for the use of the Army,
and proper receipts taken for the same as follows: viz. one pair of

three point half Blankets to Francis Duclos. Three Camp Kettles for

the use of the Hospital, to W. V. Wimple Surgeon; one pair two point

1/2 Blankets to John Iliggim. 17 Bags of Bread partly damaged, 19

Baggs of flour, 27 Baggs of Corn, one Bagg of peas, 3 Kegs of hogs
lard, 11 Kegs Pork and 4 Kegs of Rum, to Henry Benson, Assistant

Deputy Commissary. 5 Bales of Goods such as are usually sent in

the Indian Trade, one bundle of Indian truck, containing coarse hats,

shirts &c, one roll of Pig tail tobacco, 1 Barrel of powder, 1 piece

blue Strouds, a parcel of oil cloth Cords, &c. to George Measam
Superintendent of Stores.

It further appears by an account exhibited by George Nicholson,

that he and Capt. Scott kept for their own use, 1 five Gallon Keg of

' This name is variously spelled: Woodon, Woodin and Wadden. He was a mem-
ber of the house of Woodon & Bernard.
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red wine, 1 Keg of New England Rum, 4 pounds Chocolate and 3

pounds of loaf Sugar.

That said Nicholson delivered five Camp Kettles, to Colo. Hazen, 3

ditto to Doctr. Lynn for the General Hospital, and 3 ditto for the red

hospital at St Foys. One bale of Tobacco to the Friend Indians at

different times by order of General Wooster. The said Nicholson

further says, that the aforesaid Articles are the whole of the goods

that were taken from said Bernard & Wadden as aforesaid. That

said Measam delivered to the Commissioners in Canada an Invoice of

the Goods contained in the several packages received by him.

Resolved^ that it is the opinion of this Committee that the Settlement

of the Accounts respecting the disposition of said Goods with the

several persons who received the same as aforesaid, ought to be

referred to the Commissioners appointed to settle Accounts in the

Northern department, and that the receipts and other papers relating

thereto be transmitted to them.'

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Congress took into consideration the report of the com-
mittee on the letters from General Washington of the

24 and 25th of September: Whereupon,
Resolved, That as a further encouragement for gentle-

men of abilities, to engage as commission officers in the

batallions to be furnished by the several states, to serve

during the war, their monthly pay be increased as

follows

:

A colonel, 75 dollars; lieutenant colonel, 60; major,

50; captain, 40; lieutenant, 27 ; ensign, 20; quartermas-

ter, 27J; adjutant, 40 dollars.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the report

be postponed.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
• This report ia in tlie writing of Roger Sherman, and ia in the Papers of tite Conti-

Tiental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 315. With it are statementa of goods talten at

Montreal, signed by George Measam, Superintending Intendant of Stores.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1776

Two letters, from General Washington, of the 4 and 5,

with sundry papers enclosed, were laid before Congress,

and read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

One from the convention of New York, of the 4th;

One, from the council of Massachusetts bay, Septem-
ber 27;

Ordered, To lie on the table.

One from John Heyleger, dated St. Croix, 4 Septem-
ber, 1776.

One from John Livingston, of the 2d. October.^

Resolved, That the letter from John Heyleger be referred

to the Board of War.
That the letter from John Livingston be referred to the

Secret Committee, who are directed to send to Mr. Liv-

ingston's mill, the 10 tons of salt petre, sent last winter

to Massachusetts bay.

Three petitions in behalf of themselves and others,

prisoners, were presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to the committee on the

state of the prisoners.

Resolved, That a member be added to the said committee.

The member chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Rush.
Whereas it is necessary that the most speedy and effec-

tual measures be taken for raising the new army,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies,

conventions, and councils of safety of the several states,

which have any regiments now in the continental service,

' The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152,

III, folios 103, 111. They are printed in Writings of Washington (Ford) , IV, 466, 476.

The letter from the the convention of New York is in No. 67, I, folio 336. That of

the council of Massachusetts Bay is in No. 65, I, folio 119. That of Heyleger is in

No. 78, XI, folio 89.



October, 1776 855

either at New York, Ticonderoga, or New Jersey, that they

forthwith appoint committees to proceed to those places,

with full powers to ap|)oiut all the officers of the regiments

to be raised by their states under the new establishment,

that such officers may proceed immediately to inlist such

men as are now in the service, and incline to re -inlist

during the war, and that such committees be instructed to

advise with the general officers, and promote such officers

as have distinguished themselves for their abilities,

activity, and vigilance in the service, and especially for

their attention to military discipline.

That the said committees be also instnicted not to ap-

point any officer, who has left, or shall leave his station

in the army, and is absent without leave from the general,

or some other officer having authority to grant the same.

Ordered, That a copy of the above resolutions be sent to

each of the United States.

CongTess resumed the consideration of the reports of

the committees on the general's letters, and of that which
went to the camp;^ Whereupon,

Resolved, That, for the farther encouragement of the

non-commissioned officers and soldiers who shall engage

in the service during the war, a suit of cloaths be annually

given each of the said officers and soldiers, to consist, for

the present year, of two linen hunting shirts, two pan- of

overalls, a leathern or woollen waistcoat with sleeves, one

pau' of breeches, a hat or leathern cap, two shirts, two
pair of hose, and two pair of shoes, amounting, in the

whole, to the value of twenty dollars, or that sum to be

paid to each soldier, who shall procure those articles for

himself, and produce a certificate thereof, from the cap-

tain of the company to which he belongs, to the pay
master of the regiment.

' See note under October 3, p. 844, ante.
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies and

conventions of the respective states, from Virginia to New
Hampshire, iuchisively, to take the most effectual meas-

ures for completing, by the 10th of November, their pro-

portions of the levies to be raised during the war. That

each man be well cloathcd, armed, accoutred, and fur

niahcd with a Ijlanket, and that draughts be made of men
from such of the counties, towns or districts as ahall not

have complcntcd their proportion by the time aforesaid,

to continue in the service during such deficiency.

As the army has greatly suffered through the defect of

some of its regimental officers.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies and

conventions of the respective states, to use their utmost

endeavours that all the officers to be hereafter appointed,

be men of honor and known abilities, without a particular

regard to then- having before been in service.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the reports

be postponed till to Morrow.
The Secret Committee having informed Congress that a

vessel was arrived with sundry articles by them imported

on account of the Continent,

Ordered, That the said committee deliver to the Board

of War such articles as are suitable for the army, and to

the Marine Committee such articles as are for the navy,

and to Mr. J. Mease such as are suitable for cloathing, to

be made up into cloaths for the soldiers.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-

poned,

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.
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